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Univerial Hiftory, 

FROM THE 

Earlieft Accounts to the Prefent Time. 


CHAP. LXXXI1I. 

/ . ■ 

The Hijlory of the Ancient Germans , to their 
Irruption into the Roman Umpire, Invajion % qf 
Gaul, and Expulfion from thence *8^ the Franks . 

SECT. I. 

Origin of the Germans. Defcription of Germany. 

T HE farther northward we move ft%rn ancient Gaul, Germans, 
the more we are in the dark about the nations that * their origin. 
inhabited the vaft regions beyond the Rhine and 
the Danube, which were the limits between the Gauls and 
them. Nothing is more uncertain than their origin, the 
countries they came fjjom, and the territories they fettled 
thcmfelv -s in : ancient authors in general confound them 
under the names of Celtes, Scythian^ and Celtofcythians; Maflprt- 
comprehending a great variety of nations, which it is no bablf of 
eafy talk to diltinguiffi with propriety. Yet we may ven- Celtic ex - 
autre to affirm % that all thefe we** originally the fame na- ,ra &i 
Ition with the Celtes and Gauls, and both defeended from 
jthe ancient Gomerians, or dependents of Gomer, the eldeft 
s bn of Japhet. Indeed the Germans were very much in- he* inter* 
■‘ermixed with the old Scythians and Sarmatians, on that 
le which joined their territories, and particularly between 'scythiane. 

* Cluver. Bochart. Phalee. Pezron. Antia. Cdt. Relier. det Gaul. 
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The Hijtory of the jp mffiansn 
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the two treat rivers Rhine and Danube: and thefe, no 
doubt, hjPS adopted a great many of their cuftoms, as well 
as intermingled fome of their language with their own; 
but in all other parts of Germany we find fuch an exa£t 
conformity in their religion, laws, cuftoms, and language ”, 
as leaves fcarce any room to doubt that they were de¬ 
scended from the fame ancient flock with the Ccltcs or 
Gauls, and came by gradual migrations from Afia. 

How this country came to be called Germany, and its 
inhabitants Gernfans,*is not eafy to determine, nor hardly 
worth enquiring ; the moft probable conjecture is, that they 
were fo called, either from their affinity to the Ce'tes, or 
frsm ti>e Celtic words gfrar man, a warlike man : but it is 
plain this was not their original name, being of a more 
modern date, and* fee ms to have had its rife on ‘he other 
fide of the Rhine, when the Condrnfi, Eburones, Cierafi, 
and Pxmgni, croffed that rb’er, after the example of fome 
ms were others of their countrymen, and fettled in Gaul. Thefe, 
^called fee ms, were the fir ft to whom the appellation of Germans 

was given, agd which therefore extended no farther than 
the Rhenifli fhore on the Gallic fide, b\it foon after palled 
over to the other, and became common to other people of 
tbs feme originalfangwage and cuftoms, till at leng'h it be¬ 
came the geneanname of the whole nation, and the coun¬ 
try was calledrfrom them Germania, or Germany. 

Alternant. The name of Allemans, and Alemans (till retained by 
'leutones. the French, comes from allfhan fignifying a complete man : 

that of Teutone$ 4 from which their prefent one of Teut- 
fchen, or is thought to be derived, is another by 

which they were diftinguifhed, and is of a much older date 
than that of Germans; but the etymon is noteafily guefied 
at, unlefs we derive it from the Celtic Theut. Thefe, ac¬ 
cording to Mela, in ancient times inhabited the neighbour¬ 
ing coafts and iflands of the Eaft, or Baltic fea •, but grow¬ 
ing too numerous for thofc narrow ftrritorics, the moftdar-; 
ing part went, witT^ their wives and families, to feek new t 
fettlements in other countries; but when and where can-! 
not be afeertained. *"We (hall find them, in the fequel of 
this hiftory, often joined with the Cirnbri, Cimbrones, aijd 
others, making excurfions into Gaul, Italy, and Spain, till 
at length a number of them, who were left to guard the 
heavy baggage along the Rhine, being greatly haraffed on 
Atuatiti in all fides, forced their way to Belgic Gaul, where they fettled, 
Belya. and became in time known by the name of Atuatici 


tykenee 

named 

Germans. 




Keyzler- Antiq. Septentr. paff. 


' Strab. lib. iii. & v. 



l "he Hiflory of the Germans. 3 

We remarked, in the preceding chapter, that t ie Rhine, %he extent 
according to the Raman authors, divided theancirat Gauls and limits 
from the Germans on the weft, and the Danube on the °f Cer - 
fouth ; the Hercynian foreft, at that time fuppofed impe- ma ”J r - 
netrable, confined them on the north, the German and 
northern ocean on the north-wed, and Scythia and Sarma- 
tia on the call, where they were as much intermixed with 
thofe nations as they were on the weft with the Gauls, 
and where it is ftill more difficult to fit^ their boundaries, on 
account of their conftant fluctuation. The Cimbri, and 
their neighbours the Saxons,Inhabited the Cimbrica Cher- 
foncfu^ on the other fide the Elbe. 

On thisTide that river the Chauci were fituated, Upper Tie 
and Lower, divided from each other by the Vifurges, now Chauci. 
the Weftl; their country contained what is now called 
Bremen and Lunenburgh, Friezland and Groningen; the 
Upper had the Cherufci, and tht Lower the Chamivi on the 
fouth-eaft, and the German ocean on the north-weft d . 

The Frifii, Upper and Lower, were divided from the Frijii. 
Lower Chauci by the river Amafia, now EmfS ; from each 
other by an arm of the Rhine. Their country ftill retains 
the name of Friezland, and is divided into Eaft and Weftp 
but tlusUatter is now difmembered’ froftsGermany,’afld 
compofes one of the Seven United Provinsks. 

From them were parted by the ifeln, now riel, the coun- Emllcri, 
try of the Bru&eri, fince called Broekmorland, and the Marji, 
Marfi, fituate about the river Luppia, or Lippe. , On the and Ufipii. 
other fide of that river were the Ufipii, «ar Ufipetes ; but 
thefe were remarkable for often changing^heir habitation, 
and are therefore found in other territories. 

The Tenttcri were next to them, who had been driven c[ tn Q cr i 
from their old habitation by the Cotti, and fettled on the 
Rhine, and in the country of the Menapii e , and were af¬ 
terwards fubdued by D,rufus. Next to thefe the Juhones, Juhonet. 
or inhabitants of Juliers, between the M«efe and the Rhine: 
the Cotti, another ancient warlike people, who inhabited Cotti. 
part of Hefle and Thuringia, from the Hartzian moun¬ 
tains to the Rhine and Wefer; among whom were com- 
paehended the Mattiaci, whofe capjsal was called from them 
Mattiacum, and by others Matticum, by fome taken to be 
Marpurgh, and by others Baden, on account of its hot wa¬ 
ters. 

Next to them were the Sedufii, bordering upon Swabia; Sedufii. 
Narifci, of ancient inhabitants of Northgow, whofe capital 
jt the city of Nuremberg!!; and the Marcomani, whofe man ^ ' 


CKfar. Comm. iib. ii. cap. tg. 


« Dio, Caff, lib liv. 
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¥he Htfloty of the Germans. 

country Jbrmerly reached from the Rhine to the head of the 
Danube/and to the Neckar: here ware the famed Agri 
decumales, fo called, among other rcafons, for their being 
taxed a tenth part of their produce by the Romans. The 
Marcomani fettled in Bohemia and Moravia, under their 
general Maioboduus, and fome of them in Gaul, whence 
they expelled the Hoii. 

On this fide the Rhine, between that river and the Mofa, 
or Maefe, werf the Ubii, brought over by Agrippa. 
Tli^ir metropolis was Colonia Agrippina, fo called from 
the emprel's of that name, vflro founded it, and now Co¬ 
logne ; and next to them the Tungri, which are i'ftppofed 
to be fhe fame whom (irefar calls Kburoucs and Condrufi, 
and whole metropolis, then called Attuatica, is fince known 
by the name of Tongres f . Higher up, and oi/the other 
fide of the Mofelle, were the Treviri, whofc capital was 
Augufta frevirorum, now‘friers; next to them were the 
Tribocci, Nemetes, and Vangiones ; the former inhabited 
Alfatia, and their metropolis was called Argentina:, and 
Argentoratu®, now Straiburgh. The. others lived in the 
cities of Worms, Spire, and Moguntia, now Meirz. Tliofe 
ithree made the Germania Prima ; and thofe below them 
thfc Germania SpCumfa, which reached as far as tlL Maefe 
and Lower Pd/nc, and was feparated from Belgia by the 
Demer and Scheld, which latter has always divided the fees 
of Liege and Cambray. 

The tylediomatrici were fituate along the Mofelle, about 
the city of Met* in Lorrain ; above them, on the Rhine, 
were feated tfie*Raurici, called alfo Rauraci and Rauriaci, 
another ancient German nation, w ho peopled that part of 
Helvetia, or Switzerland, about Bafil: their capital was 
Rauracum, or Augufta Rauracorum c. 

Between the heads of the Rhine and Danube, were feat¬ 
ed the ancient kingdom of Vindelicia, whofe capital was 
called Augufta Viatlelicorum, now Augfburgh { and below 
it, along the banks *f the fame river, thofe of Noricumand 
Pannonia, the former of which was divided into Noricum 
Ripenfe and .Mediterraneum, comprehending great part of 
Auftria, Stiria, Carinthja, Tyrol, and Bavaria h ; and the 
fatter including the kingdom of Hungary, extending from 
IUyricum to the Danube and the mountains Cretii, in the 
neighbourhood of Vindcbona, now Vienna, the metropolis 
of Auftria 

f De hac vide Caef. Comm. lib. vi. cap. 31, 34. Cellar. Geogr 
Antiq. lib. ii. cap. a. p, 339, & feq. g Mafcov. lib. iii, sap. 5 

* Cellar, ukn fup. it fey;. i Mafcov. ).ib. iii. cap. 5. 
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On the other fide of the Danube, which wasjnore pro¬ 
perly called Germany, and Germania Magna, ftefides the 
Marcotnans were the Hermunduri, whofe country extend- 
ed along the Hercynian mountains to the river Sala. '£hefe 
pofiefied the countty now called Mifnia in Upper Saxony. 
■On the other fide of thofe mountains was the kingdontt of 
Boiohemum, now Bohemia, once one of the feats of the 
Boii; and beyond them, north of the Danube, was another 
feat of the Marcomani along the river ^.Ibis, now Elbe; 
from which they fpread themfelves into Bohemia. .The 
Ouadi were fittiate next tef Bohemia: their territories ex¬ 
tended from the Danube to Moravia, and the northern part 
of Auftria; thefe are likewife comprehended uncier'the an¬ 
cient name of Suevi, part of whom forced their way into 
Spain, Ad formed a kingdom there. The Baftarnae were 
fituated e a ft ward of the Qttadi, and parted'from them by 
the Granna, now Gran, a rivtr that fails into tlfe Danube, 
and by the ridge of the Carpathian mountains called Ba- 
ilarnica; Alpes: their country compofed, indeed, part of 
the European Sarmatia ; but they lived on tkis fide the Da¬ 
nube k , were concerned with the Marcomans, Q_uadi, Her¬ 
munduri, Suevi, and a number of other German nations, 
in tli# war againft M. AntoninuS, aitd are accounted of 
German extiatl by Pliny h It was not hyi the reign of 
Probus that they were tranfplaht 'd over the Danube thi¬ 
ther by that emperor, to rjpeople thofe countries which 
were become defolatc by war and peftilence. 

Between thofe tribes we have feen feated along the other 
fide of the Danube, and the Hercynian foreft, were feveral 
ancient nations, of whom we know li'tle more than their 
names; fuch as the Martingi, Burii, Borades, Lygii, or 
Logiones, and fome others, who are placed by our geogra¬ 
phers along the foreft above mentioned, between the Da¬ 
nube and the Viftula. The laft we {hall mention on this 
fide the Hercynian foreft, were the /amous Rhaetii, now 
Orifons, who were feated on the«Alps: their country, 
which was called Weftern Illyricupt, was divided into 
Rhtetia Prima or Propria, and Secunda, extending towards 
4 >wabia, Bavaria, and Auftria. .This diftridl, and that of 
'N'oricum, and others, became a Roman province, and be¬ 
longed to the kingdom of the.Oftrogoths in Italy ; but up¬ 
on the declenfion of it they fell under the dominion of the 
Frainks, about which time the name of Bavarians firft be¬ 
came celebrated in hiftory. 

k-Vid. Mafcov. ubi fup. lib. iii. cap. 8. Notit. Germ. lib. vi. cap. i, 
Plin. lib. ir. cap. iz„ & a). 1 Jul. Capttol. in Vlt. Marc. cap. ii. 
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The Hiftoty of the Germans'. 

On thdother fide of the Hercynian foreil were the an¬ 
cient featy of the Suevi, an old tribe of Germans, who had 
fpread themfelves from the Viftula to the Elbe, and beyond, 
though in time, great part of them, either penetrated, 
through that fore ft, and fettled in* the more pleafant 
fouthern parts of Europe, fuch as Belgium, Gaul, and 
even Spain. 

The moft powerful of thefewere the Longobardi,fo called, 
according to fome, on account of their wearing long beards; 
but, according td othfers, on afcount of their confiding of 
two’ nations, viz. the Bardi «and Lingones; thefe dwelt 
along the river Elbe, and bordered fouthward on the Ghauci, 
mwitioned a little higbei, and both thefe were reduced by 
Tiberius, as we have (hewn in a former volume. But the 
Longobardi, havirfg paffed the Danube, invadedlrand de¬ 
feated the Heruli, and afterwards crofted the Alps, and 
fettled in Jtaly, where they founded the kingdom of Lom- 
Surgundi. ^ardy The Burgundi are the next of note : Pliny affirms 
them likewife to be of German extraft, and ranks them 
with the Vindjli, Varini, Carini, Guttones, and Ingevones, 
which laft he makes a mixed people, partly Cimbric, partly 
Teutonic, and partly Chauci. It is in vain to inquire after 
th^r priginal couttfry, *but it is plain they were, life their 
pther neighbour, enticed to exchange it for a better; and, 
having penetr*ed firft irfto Germany, where they affifted 
Valentinian againft the Alemani ", they afterwards crofted 
the Rhine, and fettled in Gaul, where they founded a king¬ 
dom in tBat province which ftill retains the name of Bur- 
Semitones. g Un dy. The Se*inones, likewife, left their old habitation, 
and fettled about the Lionnois in Gaul: we find them feat- 
ed about the Elbe, in Tiberius’s time, and in conjunftion 
with the Hermunduri and other Germans, bravely endea¬ 
vouring to obftruft his crofting that river °; though at what 
time they pafled from thence into Gaul, is not eafy to fix: 
but they fell upon.one of the moft' fruitful parts of that 
kingdom, and grew (p rich and confiderable, that they are 
thought to have been called Sennones on that account, it 
being an old Celtic word, which fignifies opulent and vener¬ 
able. Thefe three were .the moft celebrated nations on the 
other fide of the Hercynian foreft, to which we fliall only 
add the names of fome others, though fcarcely known by 
any thing elfe: fuch are the Avipnes, Rheudigni, Eudoles, 
and Swardones, whom we find placed between the Elbe 
and the Suevus, or Viader, on the north of the Longobardi; 

m Giannon Hilt. Neapol. p. 194. n Marcellin- lib. Txviii. 

Cap. 5. ° Veil, faterc. lib. ii. cap. ' * ’ 
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the Rugii, Lemupvii, Heruli, Gothones, or Gc 4 hini, tlic 
Sidui Carini, betvneen the laft mentioned rivet* and the 
Viftula : as for the Angli, Saxi, Goths, and Huns, they 
will be fpoken of in fome of the following chapters. JVJpan- 
while, we mult not omit the country of the iEftii, an an- Alflii and 
cient tribe of the Suevi, who inhabited the coafts of the eaft their amber 
fea, fo remarkable for great plenty of amber. Thefe people, ,racle - 
Tacitus fays, worlhipped the mother of the gods, and Jheirreli-, 
placed fuch confidence in her protection, that they fcarcely 8 '°". 
knew the ufe of iron weapons, or any tiling but cudgels. 

He fays the ,/Eftii were mote induftrious than the reft of 
the Germans in cultivating their corn and other fields, and 
dived into the leas and rivers for^ amber, which tlfey fold 
to ftrangers, rough and unwrought. In Nero's reign, by A great 
which tifce the Romans had entirely abandoned the thoughts vantitf of 
of conquering Germany, one of that emperor’s favourites ^ 

perfuaded him to fend thither a kind of embafiy to buy it ® 

upon the fpot. The Roman knight, who was at the head 
of this expedition, leaving Carnuntum, a fortrefs on the 
bank of the Danube, arrived at the place, «md met with a 
kind reception from the Aiftii, from whom he bought and 
brought away, according to Solinus, thirteen thoufantf 
pounds weight of that commodity, *whith was defigned* by 
one of their kings, as a prefent to the em^pror. We find 
in Caffiodorus, a letter fent by TheodonC, king of the 
Goths, to the ./Eftii, whereyi he thanks them for a noble 
parcel they had fent to him of the fame precious drug p, and 
wherein he promifes them his friendlhip, which! it feems, 
they were endeavouring to obtain by this^aluable prefent. 

Near the mouth of the Viftula, now Weychfel, near thp Gepidee, 
Gepidw; and farther north, on the coafts of the eaft fea, their ex- 
between thefe and the /Eftii, were the Chaiboni. It can- an * 
not be determined whether thefe two were of Get man, Scy- om ' 

thic, or Gothic extnyfl: the Gepidae are indeed affirmed 
to be Germans by fomc ancient author ’ ; but we have had 
frequent occafion to obferve, that th«y frequently confound 
thofe nations, fo that we cannot depend upon their autho¬ 
rity. Of the Chaiboni we know but little, except what 
•we read of their invading Gaul ju the time of Dioclefian r , 
and of their being totally routed by Conftantine the Great 
The Gcpidse are famed in hiftory for having formed them- 
folves into a kingdom, and extending their territories into 
Pannonia; and taking the city of Sirmium, or Sirmifh, 

v Varia lib. ». epift. x. q Vide Procop. de Bell. Vind. lib. i, 
cap. i. & Mafcov. lib. x. cap. 6. lib. xi. cap. 1 1. r Cl. Mamertjn. 
ranegyr. i. cap. 4 & j. < Nazar, im. Pancgyr. Vet. ix. cap. 18. 
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*fhe Hiftory bf the Germans. 

lirom Ihe fmperor Marcian ; as Iikewife for their wars witfr 
the Goth®, Burgundians, and efpecialty the Romans, for 
their invafipn of Germany and Belgia, and for the terrible 
havopk they made, in conjunction with the Qundi, Van¬ 
dals, and other northern nations, of which St. Jerom gives 
u$ a particular and dreadful account * (A). They main¬ 
tained themfelves in pofleffion of all Dacia, till the empe- 
t ror Jultin’s reign, when, being deferted by that prince, 
and Cunemund, c their laft king, being overthrown and 
killejl by Alboin, king of the Longobards, there was a final 
period put to their kingdom. The Abates, who were allied 
with Alboin, took poHellion of Dacia, and the whole Ge- 
pidfean*Tiation was difperied " (B). 

Germany, in the reign of Auguflus, was divided into 
Germania Prima and Secunda, that is, Upper anc?’ Lower, 
defended by eight legions of Roman forces, which were, 
according to cuflom, employed in making roads, ere&ing 
fortifications, and other ufeful works, whenever they were 
not engaged in the field w . 

As for the sountry of Germany itfelf, we have fuch a 
dreadful account tranfmitted of it, both by Ctefar and Taci¬ 
tus x , that one would think it alrnofl incredible that fuch a 
brave nation would°hav*e been contented to live in it," when 
they wanted neither ftrength nor courage to have forced 
their way into others, more pleafant and fruitful (C). It 

. mult 

1 Epift. adAger. de Monogam. ep. 92, ” Excerpt, ex Me. 

nand. w Bucher. Belg. Rom. cap. 12, 17, & iS. * Mor. 

Germ. cap. *. CaefaS. Comment, lib. lii. cap. 


(A) Thefe Barbarians broke 
like an inundation, not only 
into Upper and Lower Ger¬ 
many, but Gaul, and even 
Spain. In the former they de- 
Itroyed, among other* cities, 
thofe of Strafburgh, 'Spire, 
Worms, and Mentz; and in 
Belgia thofe of Rheims, Ami¬ 
ens, Tournay, Arras, and Tq- 
rouane ; and carried the inha¬ 
bitants captive into Germany. 
They Iikewife ravaged, in a hor¬ 
rible manner, the provinces of 
Aquitania, Lugdunenfis, and 
Narbonnenfis, and carried off 
an immenfe plunder. The 
reft the reader may find in the 
letter above quoted. 


(B) It is fuppofed, that the 
poor remains of the GepidaJ 
took icfuge under the emperor 
Juflinian, and he affumed, upon 
that account, the title of Gepi- 
dicus. 

As for the unfortunate Cu¬ 
nemund, Alboin made a drink¬ 
ing-cup of his fkull, a cuftom 
derived from their barbarous* 
anceftors, of which we have had 
occafion to obfervein the hillory 
of the Celtes and Scythians. 

(C) According to them, it 
was barren, uncultivated, and 
frightful all over; and even its 
variety of foil and climate added 
to the horror of it from the 
dreadful forells, ftink’.ng and 
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muft be owned, that the arrival of the Romans in dermnny, 
as well as in Gaul, Contributed much to the fertilising and 
enriching thofe countries, which, till then, had been wholly 
liegle&ed by both nations, who thought this, and every 
dccupation but war, beneath their fierce and warlike genius. 
We are told, in particular, that the emperor Probus was 
the firft who permitted vines to be brought into Gaul and 
Germany r. 

Among thofe many wooers and fojefts.with which this 
country abounded was that called the Hercynian, and.by 
the Greeks, Orcinian Foreft* the largeft and thickeft in 
Europe* reckoned by Julius C.rfry to have extended fixty 
days journty in length, and nine in breadth. Ntft only 
this, but ad the t’oreds, woods, and groves in Germany, 
even the %rea, boughs, and leaves were eflecmed facred ; 
and this is the reafon why the ancient Germans made it a 
principle of their religion not to cut them dowri? unlefs it 
were l'omc branches of the oak, and fonic other trees which 
they carried with them, on particular folemnities ; but after 
this country was conquered by the Romans, Tnany were cut 
down, partly for conveniency, and partly from a diflike of 
thofe fuperftitious and bloody rites, which were performed 
in fherff. .Some are (till remaining; and^unongft others the 
Black Foreft : the Bacenian, whjch parted^he Stievi from 
the Cherufci, is by fome fuppofed to be that of Thuringia, 
and by others the Black Foreft laft mentioned. The Cxfian 
F’orefl, or Cicfia Sylva, was alfo very famous: (ome fup- 
pofe it to have been a remnant of tile Iiorcyiian, and part 
of it remains frill in the duchies of Cleves Snd Weftphalia. 

They had a number of large rivers, of which we Iball only 
mention the moft confiderable. At the head of thefe may 
juftly be placed the Danube, now Ifter, by far the largeft 
in Europe. It has its rife in Swabia, and flowing through 
that province, Bavaria, Auftria, Hungary, Servia, Bulga¬ 
ria, Moldavia, Beflerabia, and part of'Bartary, and receiving 
Sabout fixty other rivers in its courfe,'falls into the Euxine 

f " Black Sea, by two canals. It was once the boundary be- 
reen Sarmatia and Germany, but became afterwards fub- 
ct to the Romans, under the eirsperor Trajan. 

The Rhine, another famous river, which divided Ger¬ 
many from Gaul, and fptings from the Rhaetian Alps in the 
Weftern borders of Switzerland, and northern of the Gri- 
fons : as it rifes from two fprings, which unite their waters 

y Vopifc. in Vit. Prob. cap. lg. 

||unwholfome bogs, the incle- of its feas, lakes, and rivers, 
jjjjncncy ot its winds, dampnefs and barrennefs of its foil. 
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near Chut, now Coire ; fo it divided itfelf into two ftreams, 
one of which falls into the Maefe, and the other into the 
German Ocean: upon both accounts, perhaps, it is called, 
by Yt r g‘l> Rhenus Bicornis, or Bicorniger. It has now no 
paflage into that ocean, but with the Maefe above mention¬ 
ed, below Briel, except that branch called the Yflel, which 
empties itfelf into the Zuyder Zee z . 

This mouth, anciently known to the Romans by the name 
of Flavum,, and ftill ^ retaining that of Vlie, or Flie, was 
guarded by a ftrong caftle. 

The Viftula, now Weichfe'I, was another confiderable 
river, which divided Germany from the European SaVmatia, 
wliencfc the latter was called Germania Transfiflulana. It 
had its rife in the Carpathian Mountains in Higher Silefia, 
and, croffing the Hercynian Foreft, emptied itfelf? by three 
ftreams, into the Baltic Sea, near Dantzick. The Drave, 
or Draw, »fprings from the Alps in the Tyrolefe, and, di¬ 
viding Upper and Lower Hungary from Sclavonia, falls in¬ 
to the Danube near Efleck. 

The Moraw«rifcs in the confines of Bohemia, divides Mo¬ 
ravia into two parts, and falls into the Danube not far from 
Vienna. 

The Nab, in NftrtgoV, hath its fource near that^of the 
Main, and fall^ into the Danube a little above Ratifbon. 

The Neckar, in Suabia', rifes in the Black Foreft, not far 
from the Danube, but takes a c different courfe, and falls in¬ 
to the Rhine. 

Regen fprings in Nortgow, on the borders of Bohemia, 
and empties itIcli*into the Danube at Ratifbon, thence called 
Jlegenfburgh. 

The Wefer, anciently Vifurgis, defeends from Franconia, 
and, palling by Aremen, falls into the German Ocean be¬ 
tween the mouth of the Elbe and Ems. The former, called 
by the Romans Albus, and by the Germans Elve, Elbe, and 
now Elb, is very large and confiderable, and hath its fpring 
in the mountains called the Giant Mountains, Montes He- 
roum, in Silefia, on ,fhe confines of Bohemia, and, paffing 
through it and Upper and Lower Saxony, falls into the fea 
atRitzbuttel, twenty leagues below Hamburgh. " 

The Ems, anciently Amifia, rifes in the bilhoprick of Pa- 
derborn, and, paffing by Embden, the metropolis of Eaft 
Frifeland, and through the bay of Dullert, falls into the fame 
ocean a little above the mouth of the Vifurgis, ot Wefer. 

The Luppia, now Lippe, and lfala, or Yfel, fall, the one 
into the Rhine, below Cologne, and divided the Brueteri and 


o- See Mafcov. German. & Lediard, ibid, fub ind. 
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Marfi from the Ufipii j and the other into the Folia Dru- 
fiana. 

The Germans did not begin to build cities of any consi¬ 
deration till after the arrival and fettlement of the Ronyms, 
but were divided int& cantons and diftri&s, like the Gauls, 
and lived in villages. Even thofe famous large cities they 
now poffefs, were either moll cf them built by the Romans, 
or enlarged, beautified,and enfranchifed by them. Such was Cologne. 
the city of Cologne, formerly called Colorna Ubiorura, their 
metropolis. It is conimodioufly fitua^ed on the Rhine, and 
in the circle of the Lower Rhine, and is now the metropo¬ 
lis of the archbifhoprick of that name, an imperial city, and 
a celebrated univerfity. To this tr/ay be added, • • 

Colonia Trajana, another ancient Roman colony, below 
the former, by fome thought to be the prfcfent Keyferfwaert. 

Colonia Ulpin, now Cleves, the capital of Cleveland in 
Lower Germany, fuppofed to have been builh by Julius 
CaTar, as well at that of Bonne, anciently Bonna Julia, fi- 
tuate above Cologne, and on the fame river. This lad is 
now the refidcnce of the eIe£lors of Cologne. 

Augfburgh, i. e. Auguftus-burgh, anciently called Augufla Augfburgh, 
Vindelicorum, now the capital of Swabia. This is likewiff 
an imperial city, very populous andconsmercial, fituatoon 
the Lech, not far from the Danube, and famed, among other 
things, for the Auguftan confeflibn, or conleffionof Augf- 
burg, which is that of the Lutherans. 

Argentoratum, now Stra&urgh in Alface, the ancient Strafburgh, 
capital of the Trebochi on the Rhine, js efteen^ed one of 
>hc moft ancient cities in Germany, and isliow remarkable 
for its magnificent cathedral, and the fpire and curious 
clock ; but above all for a well, inclofed in that church, 
which was originally dedicated to fuperltitious and heathen- 
ifli ufes. 

Triers, another ancient city of Lower Germany, faid to Triers, 
have been built by Trebefas, the brother of Minus, 1496 
years before Chrift, and made a Roman colony in the time 
of Augudus. It became aftci wards ^he larged city of Gal¬ 
lia Belgica, and was, for fome time, the feat of the Wcf- 
*ern empire, in the reign of Cmiltantius *. Here Valen- 
tinian triumphed, in a magnificent manner, over the Ale- 
mani b . Triers had been formerly the feat of the Gallic 
prefers, or of the prsefe£tura Galliarum, and obtained the 
right of coinage from the Romans; at prefentit is only the 

* Vide Cod. Theodof. & Epift. ad Pop. Alex. ap. Socrat. lib ii. 

CS P' *• b Aufon. in Laud. Mofel. v. 410. Vide Mafduv. 

lib. vii. cap. j. 
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metropolis of the ecclefiaftic electorate of that name, jhongh 
its bifliopTs were formerly ftyled primates of Gaul, on ac¬ 
count of its having been once the feat of the prefers c . 

Ratilbon, in the circle of Bavaria, laid to have been firft 
built by Tiberius, where the diet of the empire is held. 

Mentz, the refidence of one bf the ecclefiaftic electors, 
in the lower circle of the Rhine, and iituate on the banks 
of it, was formerly enlarged and fortified by Drufus, with 
feveral others oi} that river; fuch as Bonne, Andernach, 
and, many others on the fame river, as well as upon the 
Maefe, Elbe, and Wefer. 

S ^ C T. II. 

Of the Religion, 'Government , Laws, and Policy of the 
ancient Germans, 

'T'HE Gauls and Germans, being nearly allied to each 
other originally, received their religion, laws, and cuf- 
toms, from the fame hand, and both retained them, fome 
few particulars excepted, during a long ferics of ages, with 
fnvjnciblc tenacioufnef*. With regard to their ancient re¬ 
ligion, they entirely agreed in worfhipping the Supreme 
Deity, under the name of Efus, or Hefus, falfly faid, by 
Roman authors, to have been Mars, or Mercury. They 
worfhipped him under the emblem of an oak, confecrated 
that tree more peculiarly to him, and had a great veneration 
not only for the Jj%e itfelf, but for its leaves and fruit, ef- 
pecially the mifleto, which they call, to this day, by the old 
hame of guthyl , or guthcyl, that is, good heal, and aferibe ex¬ 
traordinary virtues to it, efpecially in epileptic difeafes d . 
Their method of gathering it was the fame which was ob- 
fetved by the Gauls. They held, like them, all other trees 
as facrcd, though not in the fame degree with the oak ; all 
woods, forefls, and deferts, as well as groves, lakes, rivers, 
and fountains, in higfi veneration. The dsuids had the en¬ 
tire care and direCUoft in all religious, and the greateft au¬ 
thority in civil matters; only it may be here obferved, that 
though both nations held'fome fort of women, whom they 
confidered as prophetefles, in great efteem, yet the Germans 
exceeded the Gauls in this kind of fuperftition, and Ihewed 

Pagi Annal. ad an* 33a. ap. Mafcov. lib. vi. cap. j*. a Vide 

. Hilt. Nat. lib. xvi. cap. 44. Vide Cluver. Germ. Keyzler. 

. Sept- DilVert. de vifco, paff, Colebatcb and Douglas on, the 
flleto, Si al. 

and 
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slnd retained a much greater fondnefs and veneration for 
their pretended or^ples (D). In other things they were, as 
far as can be collected from Csefar and Tacitus, fubjedt to, 
and obliged to receive their directions, like the Gauls, from 
that grand druid, vfho had his refidence in England, or 
fome one of the Britifli ifles. If there was any difference 
between the Gauls and Germans in point of religion, it con- 
fitted only in this, that the latter, being more fierce and 
untraftable, were not only more tenacious of their fuper- 
ftitious rites, but likewife nforc cruel'and^nhuman in them. 
They not only offered the fiume expiatory human victims, 
and ufcd them in their auguries, but treated them much 
more cruelly than they, and mailt*them undergo many hor¬ 
rid indignities and torments, before they difpatchcd them. 
Other v«Sims they likewife offered ot* domdtie animals, 
and of thefe the horfe was reckoned the molt accept¬ 
able. The flefh was, it feems, to be boiled, Slewed, or 
drefled in fome other way, in the heart of their groves ; the 
fat and the flefli were ferved to the votaries, by way of feait, 
and the blood was lprinkled upon the altar, trees, and by- 
llanders, by way of ablution ; but though they did the fame 
by that of human victims, it doth not appear that they cjt 
the fl*fh. We have formerly obferved, likewife, frqjn Cse¬ 
far, Tacitus, Diodorus Siculus, Strabo, Athcuxus, and 
other ancient authors, that thc*Germans had no temples, 
but performed their religious rites in groves erected for that 
purpofe, or in woods, forefts, and defert places. Temples 
were not introduced in Germany till long after* the Gauls 


(D) The Germans, warlike, 
fierce, and adtive as they were, 
and conftantly employed either 
in war or hunting, might pro¬ 
bably have committed the care 
of their Tick and wounded to 
their women, who, having more 
time and leifure upon their 
hands, began to ftudy the vir¬ 
tues of herbs, plants, and other 
• medicinal fubftances. From 
this fkill, which they geneially 
intermixed with that of aftro- 
logy, they might in time pre¬ 
tend to greater, and to be able 
to pry into futurity. The old 
women might likewife naturally 
give into dreams, vifions, and 


other fuperflitious obfervations, 
fuch ,as were then pradtifed by 
almoll all other nations; as the 
flight ot birds, the running of 
rivers, and the colour of their 
waters; the entrails of vidtims, 
and futh kinds of fordleges; 
till they at length railed them- 
felves jo fuch credit and admi¬ 
ration, that, if Tacitus may be 
credited, they were revered as 
a kind of goddefles; and, in 
particular, of the celebrated 
Velledn, of whom he fpeaks at 
of a perfon deified, and wov- 
flfipped by tbe whole German 
nation (i). 


(i) Tacit, Hilt. lib. iv. cap. 61. Si de Mor. Germ, cap. 8. 
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had erected them; and it is plain, that after the former had 
introduced the worfhip of Jupiter, Mars c &c. they ftill de¬ 
dicated oaks, groves, woods, and whole forefts to thefe 
deities, and performed their fuperftitious rites in them a 
conlfdefable time before they could be brought to ere£t 
temples (E). 

We have already fpoken of thofe inferior divinities intro¬ 
duced among the Gauls, fuch as Jove or Jupiter, Mars, 
Apollo, Mercury, Venus, Diana, &c. The fame were 
adopted by the Gfermrfns, though l'ome of them under dif¬ 
ferent names and attributes. J<upiter was worlhipped under 
the name of Thor, Tharam, or Taran, i. e. the Thundcter. 
Thk; name was given by fhe Gauls to Marsalfo, on account 
of the clattering noife attending the operations of war. 
The Germans beftcrwed it on their Odin, or Wode»., which 
■was the fame deity, as we {hall fee under the next article. 
The name/>f Jupiter, we have formerly fhewn, was never 
adopted by the Gauls, nor does it appear to have been fo 
by the Germans : if thefe had any other names for him than 
thofe we have (nentioned, they have been fmee loft. 

Mars, called Odin, Othin, and Woden, has fomedmes 
been confounded with Mercury by the Roman authors, and 
tbi^is not furprifing,. as they were ignorant of their language, 
and could have little information from them concerning 
their religion or politics : for the Germans, as well as the 
Gauls, made it a conftant maxim not to communicate any 
particular of either to ftrangers*; and hence maybe affigned 
the reafon* why fome of them have even more abfurdly 
imagined this Chl^i to have been the fame with Hefus or 
Elus c , the Supreme Deity. The great veneration paid to 
the former, their calling upon him at the beginning of a 


* Lucan. Pbarfal. lib. i. Ladlant. lib. i. cap. la. 


(E) This is evident, from 
what Tacitus relates of nhe god- 
defs Hertha, one of their an¬ 
cient deities, whofe i<4>l was 
preferved in a wood, or grove, 
Caftum Nemus, upon a coveted 
cart, and had but one pried to 
minifler to her, and the only 
one who dared come near her. 
He adds, that whenever the 
deity chofe to go out and air 
herlelf, or to take a view of 
mankind, that pried, who was 


her only, confidant, gave notice 
to the whole nation ; upon 
which, nothing was to be feen 
but feafting and jollity among 
them, while die was carried 
about in her covered car, drawn < 
by two heifers, and attended by 
her pried. His chief bufinefs 
was to obferve when fhe ap¬ 
peared fatiated with rambling, 
and to convey her into the fa- 
cred grove again (2). 


(a) Anna!, lib. v. cap. 9. 


fight. 
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fight, and devoting all the plunder, and even lives of their ene¬ 
mies, might cafily lead thofe authors to miftake him for the 
latter. Mars, when his worfhip came to be adopted, was al¬ 
ways, as far as can be gathered from ancient monuments, re- 
prefented in armour/ though anciently under the type'of a 
naked fword ; whereas Hefus was only worfhipped under 
the reprefentation of an oak, or even the bare flump of that 
tree. Mars was worfhippcd not only as the god of war, 
but as the patron and guardian of thofe who were flain, 
whofe fouls the furvivors bequeathed to him in thefe words, 
“ Odin receive thee ; maycij thou be with Odin ! ” If*you 
afk wh?t they fuppofed was to be their employment in that 
place of blifs which was called Uy them Valhalla,,and of 
which Odinus was the chief difpofer; fome of their an¬ 
cient poigs tell you, that one of them was to caroufe with 
exquifite beer in human fkulls, whilft Odinus alone was al¬ 
lowed to drink wine. They yere likewife to by ferved by 
elegant virgins, whofe bufinefs it was to furnifh them with 
a conllant fupply of whatever could make them happy and 
merry ; and this notion of a Mohammed’s jjaradife was no 
fmall incitement to warlike actions, fince every man’s feli¬ 
city was to rife in proportion to the number of enemies he 
had cgpquered or killed f (F). Accprdiyg to this opinjpn* 

we 

f Edda Mythol. 34, & feq. Carmen in Lodbrog. Reg. ex verf. 
Barthol. Vide Malcov. & Lediard. Germ. lib. xiv. cap. 3. not. 1. 

(F) The famous king Lod- as tranflated out cf Edda by 
brog is introduced finging his Bartholine! 
own requiem, in thefe words, 

Pugnavimus enfibus 
Hoc ridere me facit Temper 
Quod Balden (Odin) patris fcamna 
Parata fcio in aula 
Bibimus cerevifiam brevi 
Ex concavis crateribus craniorutn 
Non gemit vir fortis contra mortem 
Magnifies in Odini donfibus 
Non venio defperabundis 
Verbis ad Odini atflam (3). 

We with fwords our valour prov’d. 

This my laughter always mov’d: 

When with Woden I (hall be. 

Seats (hall be prepar’d for me. 

(3) E Jda Mythol. 30, Si feq. Carm. in Reg. Lodbrog. fupra citat. 
& at. itroph. zj. 
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we need not wonder at their confecrating fo great a fliare, 
and fometimes ail the plunder of their enemies, making 
him heir^of all their wealth, keeper of all their treafure, 
and often vowing their own lives to him; fince they ex- 
pefled to be fo amply rewarded in the next life, and with 
fuch a kind of happinefs as belt fuited with their genius «(G). 

How much of this kind of idolatry they may have had 
before their becoming acquainted with the Romans, is dif¬ 
ficult to prove \ but after that time, efpecially when they 
were fubdued b/ thefn, there no doubt but they adopted 
many of their other deities, as well as a great number of 
their ceremonies and fuperftitions. However, it evidently 
aj^>ea*s upon the whole,'that their ancient theology differed 
much from the mythology of the Romans and Greeks. The 
Germans, even "according to the teflimony »f Roman 
writers, neither prefumed to confine their deities within 
temples, por to reprefent them under any forms h ; nor ad¬ 
mitted into that number any but fuch as they faw and re¬ 
ceived afliftance and benefit from, fuch as the Sun, Moon, 
and Vulcan .or the god of fire. Their veneration for their 
deified heroes and heroines, and the encomiums they la- 
^vifhed on them in their poetical performances, extended no 
fatthprthantotheif virtues and heroic exploits, their ftrength 
and courage, victories and conquefts; whereas the Greeks 


S Vide inter al. Bartholin, de Contempt. Mort. in Dan. lib. it. 
cap. ii, *>Tacit.ibid. cap. 9, & 43. ‘Cal’. Cora. lib. vi. cap. 2t. 

Thera our ale in bummers flows, 

AncKhe hollow fkulls of foes 
For our pitchers we dial! choofe. 

No brave man e’er (brinks at death. 

When I once refign my breath, 

No defpairing words fliall fhow, 

That reluctantly I go 
To great Woden’s court below. 



(G) Their mythology Its have 
fplit this Odin into two; the 
more ancient of the two fome 
fuppofe to have been M%rs, 
others the Sun, and the younger 
to have been one of their dei¬ 
fied heroes: yet there is no 
doubt but that one ,may find a 
great refemblance between the 
ancient Germans, Suevi, .dsftii, 
&c, and other moft diltant na¬ 


tions: fuch, for inllan 
reckon the worfhip ol 
defs Hertha, already n 
which agreed with that whicti 
the Romans and others paid to 
the earth, under the na'me of 
Magna Deorum Mater ; or, a9 
Tacitus fays of the latter (4), 
their worihip of Fria or Friga 
under that denomination. 
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and Romans not only attributed to their deities all their own 
imperfeflions, but gven fan<aified their moil monftrous and 
unnatural vices fc . 

The Germans, as well as Gauls, were early taught* by Believed a 
their druids, as fundamental truths, an over-ruling provi- providence 
dence and the immortality of the foul. The misfortune was, ani f ut » T * 
that thefe two noble fprings of virtue and religion did not l '^' 
run long uncorrupted ; for as on the one hand a too eager 
defire in the people of prying into futurity, and a fatal am¬ 
bition in their druids and diviners, of*being thought more tut given 
intimately acquainted with the ways of that providence/in- to torrid 
troducad an infinite variety of auguries and fuperftitions; f u P tr fli~ 
and fome of them were of the molt inhuman and diabolical ,unl ‘ 
kind ; fo, on the other, the belief of a future life and im¬ 
mortal ityfiroved but too fatal an incentive to rafhnefs, ambi¬ 
tion, and cruelty, efpecially after they imbibed that poifon- 
ous notion hinted a little higher, that the fureft w»y to hap- 
pinefs was to die in the field of battle ; and that their feli¬ 
city in the next world was to rife according to the number 
of enemies they had deftroyed in this: an epinion which 
not only infpired them with barbarous courage and cruelty 
in their wars, but made them lefs folicitous to enquire 
whethgr the motives of them were juft o*unjuft. . • 

Next in authority to thefe pretended prophetefies were Their 
the druids, or rather priefts. Caefer fays indeed 1 , that they prieflt. 
had no druids, as the Celtes^but Tacitus, who was better 
acquainted with the Germans, fpeaks frequently of their 
priefts, whofe office and authority, according to him, bfc- 
lng fimilar to that of the Gaulifli drui'd*f fhew them to 
have been the fame order of men, though they did not, 
perhaps, bear the fame name. For thefe priefts, he tells Their 
us m , were not only admitted to their public councils, but drl ft» 
accompanied them in the wars, and bore great authority in ‘ 
both. And we are told, that they were the only perfons 
who had power to impofe filence in thpfc meetings, to re¬ 
prove or punifh offenders; an authority.which exa&ly agrees 
with what Caefar fays of the Gaulifh druids, whofe office it 
was to try, condemn, and even to infli <3 capital punifhment. 

, As for their ancient laws and ©jvemment, we can only Their law 
lay, that they difeover thofe evident marks by which men, andge~ 
by degrees, were forced to form themfelves into focieties vernment. 
for their general good and prefervation ; to have magiftrates 
to govern and proteft them in times of peace, and generals 
to command and head them in war. Every tribe had its 

fc Laflant. Minur. Pel. Clem. Alex, tc al. 1 C«f. Comm. lib. 

Vi. cap. 21. m Tacit, ubi fuora , lib. vii. 
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own form of government, independent of the reft, except, 
perhaps, that they had fome laws in common, for the bet¬ 
ter union and preservation of the whole body againft foreign 
enemies, or to keep up a kind of balance amongft them- 
felves, that one nation ffiould not grow too powerful foi 
national the reft : in other refpe&s each canton held their national 
‘towtciU. councils at lead once a year, in the fpring, and oftener if 
need required, and there deliberated about peace or war, 
the choice of rpagi ft rates, and other annual officers, both 
ciyil and military j the fending out of colonies or auxiliaries, 
and other points, according 1 to their prefent exigence 
Thefe affemblies were fo exaftly obferved, that werare told 
tfie IS ft comer was fure to lofe bis life ; a pra&ice which 
they adopted from the cranes, who did foby tbofe which 
came laft to rendezvous upon their taking theii flight into 
other countries °. It is very probable alfo, that all other 
matters r were here finally determined by the plurality of 
votes, rather than by any body of laws they can be fuppofed 
to have had in thofe early days. 

tinp, and In thofe fletes which were under a kingly government, 
bJuirrt- they applied to the prince only in matters of fmaller rao- 
vtnut. ment j but in thofe which concerned the whole nation, to 

the^rand counci*: Neither did they allow any other re¬ 
venues to thofe monarchs but a part of the fines, and fuch 
free-will offerings as the'people thought fit to make of cat¬ 
tle, and the fruits of the ear*th ; fo that they had little elfe 
to fupport their grandeur, except their hereditary eftates p - 
Their expence uys, indeed, inconfiderable, becaufe all their 
fubjefls, able**» bear arms, were obliged to follow them 
into the field, and their nobles thought it an honour to 
make part of their retinue; upon which account thefe had 
the free ufe of the prince’s table, and were fometimes pre- 
Tkrtt or- fented with a horfe or fome of his arms. The fubjefts were 
iers of divided into feveral ranks or claffes, fnch as nobles, free- 
fabjogu j,orn, freedmen, apd bondfmen ; in each of which claffes 
thofe were ftill mail efteemed who bad figrwlized ihem- 
felves by their coyrage, conduft, or any worthy exploit. 
law. Their other laws were rather preferved by tradition and 
cuftom, than kept upep record, fince we have often cb- 
ferved they made it a conftant maxim not to commit any 
thing to writing; hut that they had fome fuch laws is ap¬ 
parent from this, that they ftill retained many, even after 
thofe of the Romans had been introduced among them. 
They had likewife judges of their own, and their office was 

n VofT. it Idololatr. lib. iii. cap. t*. * Tacit, cap. u. 
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Iseld in fuch cfteem, that men of the higheft rank were juJgtt. 
promoted to it, as well as thofe of the greateft probity, 
years, ahd difcretion; even their princes fometimes took it 
upon them 5 and every judge had a number of afieflbrs, 
with Whom he might confult upon occafion b 

Thefe general auemblies were held in the open country *, Tfutrflat* 
for the Germans defpifed cities and fortrefles, as monu- °i "***• 
ments of fervitude rather than as places of defence ' •, and tAreititt 
were fome of the lateft of the Europeans jhat either built nor for- 
any for themfelves, or wdulci take refuge in them : wh^A- trtjii j. 
ever they gave battle they chftfe to fight in the open field, 
and when worfled to retire into woods, marfhes, and inac- 
ceflible places, where they could get provifion for theft cat¬ 
tle, and keep their purfuers at a dirtance, rather than to 
fhelter thomfelves in towns and fortified places, where they 
might be caught as in a trap. It was a common faying 
among them, that even wild beads would lofe»all their 
ftrength and courage if confined*. We are told, that this 
cuftom fubfifted in Gaul till the eighth century, and much 
longer in Germany'. The whole nation being naturally of 
a warlike genius, and e deeming cowardice as the greateft Ufa fin- 
reproach and difgrace that could be thrown upon them, all«£*/ar 
fortified places were confidered by them ts fo many fhamb- 
ful places of refuge for the weak and pufillanimous; and * m ' 
they confequently defpifed them, as unworthy a brave peo¬ 
ple, who always fcorned to t^ke advantage of their enemy, 
whether in weapons, entrenchments, diicipllne, and ftra- 
tagems. , 

No nation could take more care than ttofy did to inure Youth, ht» 
their youth to hardfhips, to infpire them with a contempt treated. 
of danger, and even of death, and to train them up to mar¬ 
tial deeds. This was their chief and fureft road to wealth, 
honour, and preferment, and, as their priefts taught them, 
even to the greateft happinefs in a future life'*. It was for /nnittta • 
this that the ambitious negle&ed agriculture, and defpifed fityraiftd 
all mercantile and mechanic employments, how neceffary anJ "t* 
and advantageous foever, and obliged jdl who were able to “f" 
bear arms to go into the field. Hence it was that they 
could always raife, in a*very fhort jime, fuch powerful ^and 
numerous armies either to repulfe an enemy, or to affift 
their friends and allies*} for whenever 4 they were difen- 
gaged from war, the ableft foldiers were fent into foreign 
fervice, not fingly, or according to their own option, but in 

’ See Mafcov. German- ltb. il. cap. 3S. r Tacit. Ann. lib. ir, 
cap. 64. • Caef.Comm. lib. iii. cap. tg. lib. iv. cap. 19, &19. 

* Vide Pelloutier. Hift. Celt.lib. ii. can. f«A « rw fn— 



The Hijtoryof tht Germans. 

confiderable bodies, and under tbe command of fucb of¬ 
ficers as were appointed by the ftate 5 bn which means, the 
whole nation not only (hared in the honour-of their ex- 
ploijaV but was likewife fumiflied with more experienced 
generals. Another advantage was reaped from it,namely, 
that, when any canton or ftate became too populous, they 
drew out fuch numbers as could be (pared, to 'go and feck 
new habitations ; and thefe, by being trained to war, could 
the better fight tjaeir way through, and maintain themfelves 
in Jbofe countries where they fixed their habitation *. 

Weir ta- They had but little cavalry? in proportion to their foot, 
anci in which they placed the chief of their ftrength ; hut what 
f they Rad of the former was extremely well difciplined, 
though their horfes were inferior to thofe of the Romans, 
in fize, fwiftnefs,‘and dexterity, as well as in thofe evolu¬ 
tions which were fo dextefouily ufed by the latter r. As 
for faddles and ftirrups, they* were quite neglected, by both 
Gauls and Germans, who were accuftomed to mount and 
difmount by their own agility; and could, whenever occa- 
fion requited, fight as well on foot as on horfeback. Like 
the Gauls and Britons, they fought in feparate cantons or 
bribes; that individuals might exert thefelves the more 
m%n£ul!y in defence *of their relations, neighbours, and 
friends, and for tbe honour.of theit refpeftive communities. 
We are told, indeed, tbat'fomeof them, efpecially theCim- 
hri, formed their whole infaijtry into one fquare battalion, 
and placed their wives, children, and baggage, behind a 
fence made of their waggons: as foon as every thing was 
ready for the attack, the fignal was given, and anfwered by 
a umverfal fhout, which was redoubled in a' moft dreadful 
manner, tilL they came to clqfe engagement. They prac¬ 
ticed no art or ftratagems in fighting, but placed their-whole 
confidence in- a joint and furious onfet on the enemy, and 
continuing it with a defperate intrepidity, till they had 
either won or loft tlje day; by which means, if they once 
met with a fevere repulfe, or were put into dilbrder, they 
feidom rallied again, but became ftupefied and defperate, 
andsfcither fought till they died, or elfe betook themfelves 
to&ght *; for it was rcjkoned inglorious to yield them- 
fclves prifoners. 

P’tapeuu -Their weapons Were much inferior to thofeof theRomans; 

the cavalry ufed (hields and fpears in common with the 
foot, but the latter h ad, befides their darts, bows and (lings, 
and feidom had recourfe to their pikes and fwords. Helmets, 

* Tacit. Ann. lib. iv. cap. 1 *. _ y Tacit. Germ .cap. 6. 

* Tacit, & Csfar, ubi iupra, Plutarch, in Mar. Valer, Max. lib. ii. 
cap. Si 
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armour, 'and coats of mail, were generally defpifed} fom.e 
of them even affefied to fight naked: fo that if any armour 
was worn among them, it was rather for diftin&ion than 
defence: upon which account, they adorned them with the 
horns and heads of fome wild beads. Hence thofe fright- Andmtikii 
ful figures which Plutarch obferved among the Cimbrian tfujing 
cavalry, fome of which are ftill to be feen upon the feals t ^ iem - 
and arms of thofe ancient times. Their ftiields, which they 
diftinguiihed only by different colours, or fome particular 
emblem, were reckoned fo facred, that they lamented jt as 
the greateft difgrace to lofe them in fight; becaufe none 
durft appear either at their religious ceremonies, public 
afiemblies,or even funerals, without them. Their arnft vtere Exeejfht 
efteemed their favourite furniture, and chiefeft ornament,; Jondnefsfir 
they nev#r appeared in public without them, and nothing 
was fo earneftly wifhed for by their youth, as the day in J 
which they became qualified s.o bear them *. The fword 
was fo facred, that no oaths were reckoned more binding 
than thofe they took upon a naked blade 4 ; neither did 
they appear ill public, or ailift in any folemn ritp, .without 
their fword, fhield, and fpear c . We are even told, that 
they wore them at their familiar vifits, banquets, and relij. 
giousadances. When a German fat down, he had his 
fword by his fide, and a fervant behind, to hold his fhield. 
and fpear; and when he rofe, he* took them up again d : in, 
a word, he looked upon hiipfelf as wedded to his arm?*; 
and when he had worn them from his youth to extreme old 
age, he commonly caufed them to be biynt or bdried with 
him, when he died. & 

They Were likewife greatly inferior to the. Greeks and Sieges car- 
Romans in carrying on fieges, being ft rangers to thofe rieden 
arts and inftruments which were ufed by the latter, fuch as 
towers and circumvallations, battering-rams, mining, and ’ 
countermining; placing their confidence in their miffile 
weapons, as darts and ftones, and their vigorous afiault 3 
ami fealings; or, when befieged, in a refolute and intrepid 
refiftance. ' Ifthefe failed; as they tog often did, efpecially 
when they were engaged again ft the well-difciplined Ro¬ 
mans, they fell immediately intojconfufion, and became an 
cafy prey. 

The Germans in general, however, obferved a ftrj£l difei- Puni/i- 
pline with rheir foldieiy; and cowardice and negledf of menu. 
duty wewrfevereiy puniflied among them » they were not, 

» Tacit, uhi fiipra, cap. ij. i> Am. Marcel, lib. xvii. cap. i*. 
c Nic. Damflfc. Ap. Stob. Serm. ifi*. Liv. Hitt. lib. xxu cap. so, 

Cjef. Com. lib. vii. cap. si. ■> Athen. ex' F'ofid. lib. iv, cap. is. - 

C ?, indeed A 
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Indeed, fo exaft in other cafes, but adapted their punift- 
ments to the different purpofes of tlje commonwealth; 
were fevere againft fome offences, and remifs towards 
|Uritr nti others; infomuch that even murder was not efteepied ca- 
rafiut. pit-fl among!): them *, but was punifhed by a fine, of great 
or fmall cattle, as was deemed a fufficient coropenfation to 
the family for their lofs. In difputes and accufations, when- 
ever the cafe appeared doubtful or intricate, they had two 
*" expeditious ways of deciding the matter; the one by their 
pretended divine auguries, and the other by {ingle combat; 
for in either of thefe they e(teemed Providence as the chief 
dire&or, and therefore fubmitted to its unerring judgment, 
fyjhep, therefore, Varus endeavoured to intioduce the Ro¬ 
man laws among them, we are told, that they refufed 
them; alleging, that it was their way to decide gll control 
yerfies by the fword f . 

Sciences. , Xhey were altogether Grangers to fciences, if we except 
lofe who lived by the fea-coafts, and had made fpme con- 
erable progrefs not only in navigation, and building of fhips, 
ut prpbsbly alfo in fome branches of aftronomy, as well 
py,©bferV«6ion*as by their intercourfe with other more polite 
nations t tfie reft yv erc all ru de and ignorant, and it is even 
HW in •doubted whether they knew the ufe of letters. Their g^eateft 
fhjijic y n phyfic contifted in the knowlege and application of 

certain plants and roots difcovered by obfervation and expe- 
' rience, in which thefe pretenders intermixed a deal of fu- 
perftitious trafh; fuch as the time of the moon for gather¬ 
ing and applying them, charms, and other occult quackeries, 
which ferved to excite the admiration of the vulgar. 
Mufit and Mufic and poetry were much cultivated among them, 
psetry. 'though opef would he apt to judge their tongue too harflt 
arid inharmonious for the expreflion of either- But, befides 
that 'foreign languages appear more fo to us than to the na¬ 
tives, we may reafonably fpppofe, that both their mufic and 
poetry being adapted to the genius of the German, nation 
and tongue, tjieir harfhnefs might be confidered rather as 
a majeftic beauty th*an a defe&; however that he, they 
had a fet of men whtofe bufioef# it yvas to couch the heroic 
deeds of their warriors in lyric verfe, and to fing them to 
the people, upon proper*«ccafions. And as martial deeds 
yverc the common topic of thefe poems, and one part of 
the inftrumeoital mufic, which accompanied it, was the 
clattering their fwords againft their fhields, it is no wonder 
Julian the Apoftate, wbofe ears were accuftomed to more 

• Tacit. Qeruian.iwp-' if. k a* f V*l- Patfro Kb. >'• 
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f cntle and harmonious drains, gives fuch a frightful account 
oth of the Germ^p tongue, mufic, and poetry *. 

Their fports, games, and exercifes, were likewife of the Cams aid 
mafculine kind, and fit to inure them to the operations of *xcrdfm 
war. The youth performed them naked, and with incre¬ 
dible agility, fuch as running, fhooting, fwimming, and 
leaping. Some equeftrian exercifes were much in fafhion 
with them, as they were extraordinary horfemen. They 
were likewife fond of gaming to fuch a degree, that, when 
they had loft all they were vtorth, they would venture even 
their liberty upon one caft jnore of the dice 1 . Manufac- traits, 
tures were not introduced very early among them, that of 
lirten excepted, which was, perhaps, one of the firft^ifjiot 
the only one they cultivated, for a confiderable time, as it 
was the rfavourate drefs of their women, priefts, and men Drt/s. 
of quality 1 . Their original drefs, when they came firft to 
clothe themfelves, were the fly ns of beafts. The Germans 
and Britons feem to have been fome of the laft who ex¬ 
changed them for cloaths made of flax and wool: thefe 
they did not wear long and full, as the Sarmatians, but 
fhort and ftrait, in order to difplay every limh of the body k . 

As they became more acquainted with the Romans, they 
not qply improved in their drefs, arid the manner of wepv*- 
ing. flowering, and embroidering tbofe fluffs of which they 
were made, but adopted a great "number of manufadlures, 
in which they have fince excelled other nations. They did 
not foon acquire the liberal Vts, or even that of writing : Writing. 
we are told, that Charles the Great caufed fome of their 
old barbarous poems, which they till th^j), only fung from 
memory, and contained the aftions of their ancient kings and 
heroes, to be committed to writing for their ufe, and to en¬ 
courage them to learn to read 1 . The Saxons had fuch a 
contempt for letters, that they refufcd to learn to read the 
gofpels till they were put into verfe, and fet to fuch tunes 
as they could eafily (ing a . Even their laws were not, it 
feems, reduced to writing till about the 12th or 13th cen¬ 
tury" : a circumftance which plainly*fhews that their runse, 
or letters, which were ufed by the Frtnks, and appear from 
/ome inferiptions to have been an aukward character, partly 
Roman and partly Greek, are ftot of fo ancient a date as 
fome moderns have imagined, fince Venantius, who lived 

* Mifopog. p. 356, & feq. t Tacit, ubi fupra, cap. *4. rplin. 

N»t. Hift. lib xxix. c.ip. 1. k Tacit, ubi iupra, cap. 17. 1 Cgin- 

hard in Vit. Caiol. Mag. cap. *5. m Vide Du Chefne Rer. Franc, 
tom. ii. p. 3»«. n See Schottel d« Antiq. Germ. Jur. p. »J4- Pel- 
loutier. Hift. Celt, lib, ii. cap. to. 
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in the fixth century, "istbe firft author who has made any 
mention of them. f 

Before we conclude this fe£lion, it will not be improper 
to fay fomethiog concerning the character and genius of the 
ancient Germans, which was pretty near the fame through¬ 
put that large country. They are generally deferibed to ns 
by Greek and Roman authors as refembling one another, 
and differing from other nations in the largenefs of their 
feature, ruddy complexion, blue eyes, and yellow and bufhy 
hair, haughty ahd threatening looks, ftreng conflitutions, 
prdbf againft hunger, cold, and all kinds of hardfhip 

Their native difpofition difplayed itfelf chiefly in their 
m*rti#l genius, and in their Angular fidelity. The former 
they carried to fuch excefs, as came little fliort of down¬ 
right ferocity ; bu« as to the latter they not oi^.y valued 
themfelves highly upon it, but were greatly efteemed for it 
by other nations; infomuch. that Auguftus, dhd feveral of 
his fuccefiors, committed the guard of their perfons to them, 
and almoll all other nations either courted their friendfhip 
and alliance, or hired themfelves as auxiliaries : though it 
muft be confefled, at the fame time, that their extreme love 
of liberty, and their hatred of tyranny and oppreflion, often 
■hurried them to treaphery and murder, efpecially^when 
they thought themfelvesill treated by thofe who hired them : 
for in all fuch cafes they were eafily incenfed, and ex¬ 
tremely vindictive. In other cafes, Tacitus fays, they were 
noble, magnanimous, and befteficent, without ambition to 
aggrandise their dominions, or invading thofe from whom 
they received ra Injury; rather choofmg to employ their 
ftrength and valour defenfively, than offenfively; to pre- 
ferve their own, than to ravage their neighbours r . 

Their friendfhip and intercourfe was rather a compound 
of boneft bluntnefs and bofpitality, than of wit, bumour, 
or gallantry. All ftrangers were fure to meet with a kind 
reception from them, to the utmoft of their ability; even 
thofe Who were not in a capacity to entertain them, made 
it a point of duty to Introduce them to thofe who could ; 
and nothing was looked upon as more fcandalous and deteft- 
able than a want of hofpitality. They do not feem, indeed f 
to have had a tafle for grsftid and elegant entertainments ; 
they affe&ed in every thing, in their houfes, furniture, and 
diet, rather plainnefs and fimplicity, than fumptuoufnefs 
and luxury. If they leartind of the Romans and Gauls 

* Tacit. Genu.,ftp. 4, & 3®. Herat, epod. xvi. ver. 7. Juv.* Sit. 
xiii. Aufotf. Idy|. vti. Comment, lib. i. cap. 39. Apol. lib. viii. 
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the ufe of money, it was rather becaufe they found it more Leant the 
convenient than thqjr ancient way of bartering one com- ufeof mt- 
modity for another; and then they preferred thofe ancient neyfimm>\ 
coins which had been ftamped during the times of the co t m- ,a * Rwm ** 
monwealth, efpecially Tuch as were either milled or cut in 
the rims, becaufe they could not be fo ea/ily cheated in 
them a3 in fome others, which were frequently nothing 
but copper, or iron, plated over with filver. This laft me¬ 
tal they likewife preferred before gold, not becaufe it made 
a greater (hew, but becaufe it was fhore* convenient for 
buying and felling: and as they became, in time, more 
dreaded.by, or more ufeful to the Romans, fo they learned 
how to draw enough from them to fupply their whflic 
country, befides what flowed in from other nations. 

As thejfcdefpifed fuperfluities in other eafes, fo they did Marriages, 
alfo in the connubial way : every man was contented with 
one wife, except fome few of* their nobles, whc* allowed 
themfelves a,plurality, more for oftentation than pleafure, 
and both were fo faithful to each other, and chalte, true, 
and difintercfted in their conjugal affe£tion% that Tacitus 
prefers their manners, in this refpeft, to thofe of the Romans. 

The men fought not dowries from their wives, but bellowed 
gifts upon them. Their youth, in tbofe<:old climates, did 
not begin fo foon to feel the warmth of love as they do in 
hotter countries; it was a commofi rule with them, not to 
marry young; and thofe were moft efleemed who conti¬ 
nued longeil in celibacy ; becaufe they looked upon it as an 
eftedlual means to make them grow tall and ftrongl and to 
marry, or confummate before they were fitS 1 -twenty years 
old, was accounted lhameful wantonnefs * (H). The women The trivet 
ihared with their hufbands not only the care of their fa- tfficuindu. 
mily, and tbe education of their chitdrefty but even the 
hardfhips of-war. They attended them in the field, drefled * u J ban,iu - 
their wounds, encouraged" them to fight manfully againft 
their enemies; and fometimes have, by their‘c<&irtfge and 
bravery, recovered a victory, when it # was upbtv the^joint 
of being fnatched from them. In a word, they confidered 
fuch conftant attendance on them not* as a fervitude^ like 
tjje Roman dames, but as a duty aqd an honour : but what 
appears to have been Hill a harder fate Upon tbe ancient 
(German women was, that their great ©dwbs" excluded all 

. Cxlar. Comment, lib. vi. cap, si. 

(H) With all this tempe- mod brutal and incefluopjffju- 
ranee, they are accufed of hav- tercourfe with their Women, 
ipg pradifed promifcuouflv the 
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Atrial thofe itom his valhalla, or paradife, who did not, by fome 

ftardjkip violent death, follow their deceafed Vufbands. Notwith- 

Handing their having been in fuch high repute for their 
immtkim w i^dom, and fuppofed fpirit of prophecy, and their conti- 
J **’• nuing faithful and tender helpmates to their hufbands, yet 
they funk in time fo low in their efteem, that according to 
the old Saxon law, he that hurt or killed a woman, was to 
pay but half the fine that he incurred for hurting or killing 
a man '. 

Tktir fu- cohere is fcarcely any one cxrcumftance in which the Ger- 
Mrali. mans, though fo nearly allied in moil of their other cuf- 
toms to the Gauls, were yet more oppofite to them than in 
tHerpfunerals. Thefe laft performed the obfequies with 
pomp and profufion: whereas the Germans did the laft 
offices to their dead with the fame plainnefs an«>fimplicity 
which they obferved in all other things; the only grandeur 
they afftt&ed in them was, ‘to burn the bodies of their great 
men with fome peculiar kinds of wood ; but then the fu¬ 
neral pile was neither adorned with the cloaths and other 
furniture of the deceafed, nor perfumed with fragrant herbs 
fahtalle a °d gums: each man’s armour was flung into it, and fome- 
ttougi flung times bis riding-horfe *. The Danes, indeed, flung into 
inttthefu- the funeral-pile of a prince, gold, filver, and other p-ecious 
-rmltilt. things 

; while the chief mourners, who walked in a gloomy 
manner round the fire, ‘exhorted the by-ftanders to make 
liberal offerings in honour of the deceafed They after¬ 
wards depofited their afhes in urns, like the Gauls, Ro¬ 
mans, Snd other c nations. One thing we may remark, in 
general, that whatever facrifices they offered for their dead, 
w&atevar prefents they made to them at their funerals, and 
whatever other fuperftitious rites they might perform on 
•fuch occaftons, they were all the confequences of an efta- 
blifhed belief, that the foul was immortal" (t). 


7 1 6jj*eeoli'fi&. lib. i. cap. 4;. • Vide Keyzler. de Mulier, 

patidic. cap. a. e* Saxo-Gram. lib. viii. Keyzl. Antiq. Septe¬ 
ts. 1 itj u VHe Djod. Sic. Hilt. lib. v. Amm. Marcel, lib. xv. 
Ctef.-Comm. lib- vf . cap. 14. Strab. Mel. Sc al. 


( 1 ) In generalj^they feeifi to 
have... had a twohji^ notion of 
th^ future flate, the oat to pre- 
..and the other to come 
what they called, in their 
jdage, ragna rockur, or the 


crepufcule of the gods, or he¬ 
roes ; by which they meant the 
confummation of all things by 
a general conflagration (1). Sc 
that, according to them, there 
was to be a future life of blifi 


(M Edd« Mvthol. »o..& 4.8. Eivind. Scaldafoiler. &al.ao. Keyzl 
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We fhall clofc this fe£Hon with obfenrma that the no- Unnatural 
tion of future happijjefs obtained by martial exploits, efpe- cuflomt 
cially by dying fword in hand, made them lament the fate 
of thofe who lived to an old age, as difhonootable here, apd ■ fT °” 
hopelefs hereafter} upon which account they had a barba- n ° ,u ”’ 
rous cuftom of fending them into the other world. This 
cuftom lafted for feveral ages after their receiving Chriftia- 
nity, efpecially among the Pruflians and Venedi; the for- an j cM i- 
mer of whom, it feems, difpatched by a fudden death, not nutdtiU 
only their children, the fick,* and fervants* but even their ,ht >4** 
parents, and fometimes themfelves w : and among the latter c,n,ur 3 - 
we have*inftances of this horrid parricide pr^tifed even in 
the beginning of the 14th century \ All that neetrte 
added is, that if thofe perfons thus fuppofed to have lived 
long enough, either defired to be put to’death, or at leaft 
feemed chearfully to fubmit to what they knew they could 


" See Chnftoph. Hartknoch. Antiq. Pruff. differt. xiii. * Ma- 
refcale Annal. Herul. & Vandal, lib. ii. cap. t. Krantz. Vandal, 
lib. vii. Keyzler. ubi fupra, p. 147, & feq. 


muery, till the dcftruction 
of the world ; and another, 
which was to follow it prefently 
after, when a new l'un, new 
heavens, and a new earth, were 
to be created, and in them a 
place of endlefs hnppinefs for 
the good, and another of endlefs 
mifery for the wicked. 

The old earth being deftroy- 
ed, they believed a new one is 
to ftart up out of the fea, which 
will produce all things neceflary 
and delightful to its inhabi¬ 
tants ; and that the males and 
females, which efcape the ge¬ 
neral deftruflion, are quickly 
to replenilh it witp a more hope 
fill offspring: that on the fouth 
fide of heaven there is a court 
n»uch brighter than the fun it- 
felf, and which will be proof 
againft the flames which are to 
deflroy the reft of the creation; 
and there it is that the good 
will be preferved for that new 
and endlef§ life : that the ge- 

(») F.dd® Mythol. 30, Sc 48. E 

”1. 1 "Cl 


netal dcftrudlion is to be pre¬ 
ceded by the mod fevere fca- 
fons, tyoody wars, and enor¬ 
mous crimes, after which* two 
motiftrous wolves are to be let 
loofe, who fhall devour fun, 
.moon, and ftart: that the rain¬ 
bow, by which the fouls of the 
good went pp to heaven, will 
be broken dov^f : that fotne of 
the afa, or deified heroes, Jhall 
begin an unfuccefsful war, and 
Odin himfelf be devoured by 
one of the wolves; after which 
the univerfe is to be fet on fire: 
that there is another court, as 
difmal as the other is glorious, 
whofq, gates open towards the 
north; the fences of it are en¬ 
twined with the hinder parrs of 
4 enornoui ferpents, whofe heads 
are*all turned towards the infide 
of it, and eaft continual ftreams 
of deadly poifon, which infers 
all the rivers round it, through 
which the wicked are forced to 
wade (z). 

vind. Scaldafpiler. Sc al. ap. Kejrz. 
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not avoid, theirerit was commonly preceded by a fall, and 
their funeral by a feaft; but if they endeavoured to fhun 
it, as it fometimes happened, both ceremonies were per¬ 
forated with the deepeft mourning. 

We muft likewife obferve, that in thefe funerals, as well 
as in all their other feafts, they were famed for drinking to 
excefs; and it may be faid of them, above all the other 
ddcendents of the ancient Celtes, that their hofpitality and 
banquets confided much more in the quantity of ftrong li¬ 
quors than in the elegance of eating. Beerj and ftrong 
mead, were fuppofed to be the chief promoters of health, 
ftrength, fertility, and bravery ; upon which account they 
m^dtno fcruple.to indulge themfelves to the utmoft, not 
only in their feafts, and efpecially before an engagement, 
but even at their tommon meals. 

SECT. III. 

The Hijkry of the Ancient Germans. 

TX 7 HAT induced tbe^Romans to invade Germany, we 
V * have feen in the courfe of the Roman hiftory. The 
" Germans were then fofar from being formed into onr-frngle 
community, that they were divided into a great number of 
fmall kingdoms and commonwealths. They might, indeed, 
regard themfelves in general as a nation defeended from 
the fame ftodt, and therefore have fomeriaws in common to 
all, eithbr for fupporting each other againft foreign inva¬ 
ders, or for thdlfirefervation of a due balance amongft their 
great variety of commonwealths; but in other refpe&s 
each bad its particular form of government, laws, policy, 
and inters ft. They were all bred up in art exceftive 
k»ve of liberty, and hatred to all kinds of invafion; and 
could not, but with jeaioufy and refentment, behold the 
daily encroachments which'the Romans codtinually made 
on-all their nej^hhqfir^jpr'copfequently without uniting 
themfelves them, and : affifting thofe 

who were likely^h;^|'’'thd';he*N^fEyifke to the ambition of 
thofe 'Conquen^^'K0(i»d(^feisjlwfe,''WM8 and conqaefts 
tffeieh'ended i*r '(Hr \ for the politic Ro¬ 
mans foon took the tdva '^ gi tff divided into 

#btnatiy different rdppblickf afad’ by fcspeirabg jealoufie* 
«Abn£ fome, bribing'attd corrupting others, and by ufmg 
Kfi tbelr force and aft againft the reft. risOv foT.W PIT, 
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Before we come to the Roman invafion, it will be necef- 
fary to mention foqje tianfaftions relating to the ancient 
Germans, which are previous to that event; the firft of 
which is the-Gaulifh irruption into their territories, under 
the conduit of Segovefus, whilft his brother Belloveftts made 
the like over the Alps. Thefe two valiant princes were ions 
to the lifter of Ambigatus, a king of the Celts, or Gauls, 
about the time of Tarquinius Prii'cus. That monarch of 
the Gauls, finding his fubjeits increafe too fait for the ex¬ 
tent of his territories, refolvfcd to fend ouff two large colo¬ 
nies to fettle fomewhere elfe,*mderthe conduit of his td'o 
nephews. Thefe being direited, as the Gaulifh manner 
then was, by the flight of birds, the former palled oveMfce 
Rhine, and fettled in the Hercynian foreft, whilft the other 
penetratecb into Italy, as we have fcen *in a former vo¬ 
lume. Whether the Germans had any concern in this lat¬ 
ter expedition, does not clearly»appear. If the regions ly¬ 
ing at the foot of the Apeunine hills were at that time inha¬ 
bited by Germans, or Semi-Germans, as Livy calls them, 
there is no queftion but they might be burned, by thofe 
Gaulifh fwarms, to follow them in the excnrfions, and fhare 
in the devaftations and pillages which they committed: 
but hi^rerto it is uncertain whether tbe rgft of the German 
nation were at all concerned in them, fince Tacitus gives 
them this peculiar charafter, that'tbey rather ftudied how 
to preferve their ow% than howto invade the territories of 
others r; and it is moftJikely'that they did not begin to a St 
offenfively againft the Romans, at lead till they wereelarmed 
at the greatnefs of their power, and th 5 j#ftly encroach¬ 
ments they made around them. Swarms of colonies they 
muft be fuppofed to have fent abroad, to prevent being 
cramped for room, as they multiplied fo faft; but there was 
fo much land to fpare towards the north parts of Europe, 
and fo little on the fouth parts, where they were alfo 
fure to meet with a ftrenuous oppofition, that they poured 
mod of them towards the other way, at lead till the Gauls, 
in fome meafure, obliged them to make reprifals. 

Tbe firftof thefe we mfcet with, and tvhich, in all appear¬ 
ance, is of much Jatef date than that of Segovefus into Ger¬ 
many, is that -of the Belgw, one of*the fierceft and moft war¬ 
like nations of Germany, who having pafTed the Rhine, and 
driven the Gguls out of a canton of that country, feated 
themfelves fo firmly in it, that neither their neighbours, 
whom they continually annoyed, norany'other nation, could 
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little croud of this fettlement, and that they a&ed with i 
high hand over all their neighbours *;„and they were, pro- 
Wknttfi baoly, called Belgse, upon that account, that word, in the 
old Teutonic, fignifying fierce and quarrclfamc. They af¬ 
terward* peopled the coafts of Britain, drove the natives in¬ 
to the inland parts, and waged continual wars with the 
Germans. Prom this irruption of the Belgse into Gaul, 
which is the firft the German nation made upon them, at 
leaf! that we read of, thefe two nations continued in a kind 
of alternate date of hoftility ahd friendfiiip; fometimee in¬ 
vading each other’s territoriet, at other times afhfling each 
other again ft the Romans: but it is time that we fhould 
fpoob of thofe wars which the Several German nations waged 
again!! thefe laft, and the defeats in confequence of which 
they were fubdued. • * 

■ Cimbri m- The firft who ventured to invade the Roman territories, 
made Italy, were the Cimbri and Teutoaes: we have already fpoken of 
their ancient fettlement, the former in the Cimbrica Cher- 
fonefus, and the latter on the coafts and ifles of the Baltic; 
but whether {or want of room, or, perhaps, invited by the 
beauty of a warmer clime, both thefe nations marched 
through Noricum and IHyricum, penetrated into Italy, de¬ 
feated 1 the Romans in. feveral pitched battles, and thiew all 
Italy into the greateft confternadon. In the firft of thefe 
aftions theyvanquiihed the conful Papyrius Carbo; in an¬ 
other, they defeated M. Junius Siltnus, another conful, 
who was foon after called to' a fevere account for his bad 
fuccefs 5 in the third, L. Caflius; and, in a fourth, the 
brave M. Aureus Scaurus, whom they took prifoner, and 
put to death, by order of their king Bolos, for fpeaking too 
Defeated warmly in praife of the Romans: but after feveral other fuc- 
bj Marius, cefles in Italy, they were totally defeated and deftroyetkby 
the valour and policy of the conful Marius. How greatly 
the Romans efteemed this viftory may be proved by the 
triumph, and other lingular honours, which they decreed 
both to Marius and to Catulus, as well as by the monu¬ 
ments which thefe caufed to be erefted in memory of this 
tranfaclion. Thofe Cimbri, who efcaped the dreadful Daugh¬ 
ter, in all likelihood, resumed into their own country; for 
they are faid to have feftt afterward# a fubmifiive embafly 
to Auguftus *; and are likewife mentioned, by authors of 
later date, as the mod warlike of all the northern Germans b , 
down to Claudian’s time, who calls the north fea by their 
name: but it is likely the Saxons, their neighbours, join- 

s Csfar. Comment, lib', ii. cap. 4. Strabo, lib. vii. 

Tacit. Germ. cap. 37. Ptolem. lib. ii. cap. 11. ■ 
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ing with them in their cxcurfions, and growing, by de¬ 
grees, more powered, the Cimbrian name was fwailowed 
up in theirs c . 

The next excutfion we find recorded of the Germans, is Ariom %ISjf 
that which happened in Julius Caefar’s time, onoceafion of fiMaim 
the jealoufy, which it is juftly fuppofed that politic con- ? aul ' *** 
queror fomented between the iEdui and the Averni, the two 
moft potent nations in Gaul; the former of whom being in there!* 
friendlbip with Rome, and the latter allied with the Sequa- 
ni, thefe laft thought fit to tall in th% neighbouring Ger¬ 
mans to their afliftance. At firft, only fifteen thoufa'nd 
joined Aem ; but they grew fo enamoured of this delight¬ 
ful country, that, to keep their footing in it, they fent^br 
frefh fupplies from ovei the Rhine, infomuch that they 
amounte<% at laft, to one hundred and twenty thoufand. 

The Sequani, by their afliftance, foon fubdued the JSdui; 
but their viftory colt them dear ; for they were forced by 
Arioviftus, the German king, to evacuate one third part of 
their kingdom, to afford a fettlement for his troops. He 
foon after obliged them to cede another thqjd, as a fettle¬ 
ment for forty thoufand Harudes, who crofled over to him, 
and, at the fame time, by his addrefs, induced Julius Cse- Confirmed 
far, tly;n conful, to allow him the title .and honour pf •a*"' it by 
king 4 : but it proved a fhort-lived kingdom, and Cse far, c V ar - 
who only carefled him for his owft purpofes, foon found a 
fpecious pretence to depofe him. The great numbers of 
Germans which Arioviftus ha’d brought into Gaul, and the 
fuccefs which attended their bravery, raifed the* Roman 
jealoufy, and alarmed not only the Sequany but the great- 
eft part of the Gauls, who theieupon applied to the conful, 
complaining bitterly againft the German devaftations, and 
the danger they were in of being quickly fwailowed up by 
thefe invaders. Csefar turned all this to his own advantage, 
and defired an interview with the German prince, who found 
means to excufe himfelf from it, and to get fix other na¬ 
tions, or cantons, to join him, befidej his own Suevi, and 
a frefti reinfoftement of thofe which were haftening over to 
him; upon which, Ctefar made, what'expedition be could 
towards him, to prevent their jui\£fion. 

A conference was at length agreed upon, in which Csefar HU inter. 
ufed fome threats, and plainly told him, that the Romans view -with 
would doubly refent his tyrannic ufe of their old friends the 
aEdui, after they had {hewed him fo much regard, and be¬ 
llowed fuch honours upon him; and therefore infilled, that 
he Ihould reftore their hoftages, fend back part of his Ger- 

* See Mr'cov, in fin, lib, i. < Dio, lib. xxxviii. 
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> *• Wan troops, and forbear all future hoftilities- To this ini- 

*ri thrtati. perious language Arioviftus, in vain,pleaded the right of 
conqueft, his being invited into Gaul, and his treaties with 
the Sequani, and even offered his fervices and fiiendfliip to 
Gaifiar hpnfelf: the conference was broken up, and followed 
by a dreadful engagement, in which the Germans were de- 
eivmhrtiu feated with great flaughter. A confiderable liumber, how- 
Ma death. C ver, efcaped acrofs the Rhine with Arioviftus, who did 
not lon 8 outlive this difafler. In confequence of his death, 
•f Jtu alius. t }, e na tions which fought under him difperled themfelves, 
thfc Marcomans into Boioheynum, under the conduct of 
Maroboduus ; the Iribochi, Nemetes, and Vangipnes, re- 
‘ mauSsd in Gaul, or went over the Rhine, and fubmitted, 
with the Ubii, to the Romans; forwc find them ftill feat¬ 
ed along the banks of that river e . As for thofc,Suevi who 
were aflembled on the fame fide, they retired, upon their 
receiving the news of his defeat; but a gieat number were 
cut off, in their flight, by the Ubii, who had been treated 
in a boftile manner by them. And thus ended this fccotid 
expedition ofj;he Germans into Gaul. 

Belg*alliis The very next year the Belgse, alarmed at the fuccefs of 
to tht Cel- t h e Romans, formed a grand alliance with the Celtes, Ger- 
^eejar'”^* an d Gauls, in qrder to drive them farther from their 

neighbourhood. Caefar, according to his cufloin,found means 
to fow fuch divifiom} amengfl them, that many of thofe al¬ 
lies fubmitted to him ; only the Nervii, Atrebates, and Ve- 
romandui, flood firm, and though ^defeated at length, yet 
yielded iiim one of the dcareft victories he had ever obtain¬ 
ed : fo that thfcWhole Belgic nation was forced to fubmit to 
7 ke Belt* the Roman yoke f . Comius, a faithful dependent upon 
fubdue£ Ctefar, was made king of the Atrebates, and foon gained a 
confiderable authority over all that country. The Atuati, 
about the fame time, hearing of thefe rapid conquefts, came 
in a body to the fuccour of the Atrebates, and entertained 
no fmall contempt of the Romans, when they found them 
lb far inferior in flature : they were, however, foon unde¬ 
ceived, to their coft, when being vigoroufly bffieged in their 
capital, into which they had been forced to retire after the 
defeat of the Atrebates, and unable to obtain better terms 
than tofurrender at diferttiou, both their city, and all the 
Fifty-thru garrifon, to the number of fifty-three thoufand, were fold 
•theufantl Ty the conqueror. 

JerTaiet. Ciefar was > notion^ afterwards, forced into a war with 
* two other German nations, the Tender! and Ufipetes; 

hefe, having been driven out of their own territories by the 

' Taeft. Germ. cap. a8. Csf. Comment, lib. ii. pair. 
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Suevi, the fie reed and moft warlike of all the northern Ger¬ 
mans, had palled into Gaul, and fettled chemfelves in the 
neighbourhood of the Eburones and Condrufi. C;rf,u was 
tlien at Rome, taking meafurcs for obftruding the cabal* of 
Lucius Domitius againft him ; but was obliged to haiien 
into Gaul, to prevent their joining with that nation againft 
the Romans. Upon his arrival, they fent an embafly to ac¬ 
quaint him with the reafons of their coming into that coun¬ 
try, and to intreat that he v^ould allqw tjjcm fettiements 
there, pronaifing, on that condition, to ferve him upon pll 
occafions; otbetwife declaring they would maintain their 
ground Ify force of arms. Ctufar not only refufed to grant 
them their requeft, but fell fuddenly and furioully upon 
them, and made a terrible flaughter. Of tliofe who efcaped, 
the greatest part peri filed in endeavouring to crofs the 
Maefe * ; but their cavalry, who happened not to be in the 
battle, crolTed the Rhine, and fled to the Sicambri, wliofe 
territories lay between tbofe two rivers. This retreat, and 
the affiftance which the Ubii about Cologne folicited againft 
the Suevi, afforded him a pretence for building a bridge 
over the Rhine, to the great furprizc of all the Germans, 
but efpecially of the Sicambri, whofe country he ravaged, 
withoiR mercy. 

This was the firft time, in all probability, that the Ro¬ 
mans fet foot on the German territories, which became af¬ 
terwards the feene of much hloodfbed on both fides, both 
under that conqueror and his fucceflors, and whteh ended 
in the conqueft of this brave nation. The Trcviri were the 
firft who provoked that general to invade'*their country, 
who does not appear to have had any intention, upon his 
firft entering Germany, to carry on a war againft them, but 
only to keep them in awe, by convincing them that he was 
not afraid to attack them in their own territories (I). How¬ 
ever that be, the Treviri, grown jealous of the Romans, had, 
by their credit, ahnoft flirred up a general revolt in Gaul, 
which had groaned fome time under the Roman yoke. 
-This obliged Caefar to fend Labienus ggainft them, whilft 
lie went to the afliftance of Cicero, who was, in fome mea- 
ftffe, befieged by the Nervii. "We have already given an 

Comment, lib. iv. cap. i, Sc feq. 

(I) Ctefar had two other the other, by (fee timely affift- 
views, the one to fhew the Ger- ance he gave the Ubii againft 
mans, by the example of the the Suevi, to induce them to 
Sicambri, how dangerous it was fet a high value upon Roman 
to exafperate the Romans; and friendfhip, 
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account of all tbefe tranfatUgns, in the hiftory of the Ra¬ 
mans, to which we refer the reader. 

For the fame reafort we (hall content ourfelves with a 
fupimary recapitulation of the principal eft'orts which they 
made, in all favourable conjun&uies, for the recovery of 
their liberty, and the defperate wars which they renewed, 
and carried on, againft the Roman emperors, during feve- 
ral centuries, till they lud accotnplilhed their end, and fub- 
dued their cony uerjjrs. 

,In the reign of Augufhis, who had i(Tued out fume edi£ls 
againft the inhuman fuperlthions of the druids, which, in 
all likelihood, affe&ed both nations, the Germans feized 
tlHR*opportunity to pafs the Rhine, and ravaged thofc coun¬ 
tries which were fubjecl to the empire. Agrippa was fent 
againft them, whole arrival fo intimidated theiff, that they 
quickly re palled that river ; but whilit he was gone into 
Spain, they repafied it, and'defeated a body of Roman horfe, 
and afterwards the Gallic proconful M. Lollius, from whom 
they carried oft a ftandard: but he foon recovered his ho¬ 
nour, and di*..ve them back again with confiderable lofs. 
All this time the Gauls were meditating a general revolt -, 
upon which Drufus was fent to quell them, which he had no 
fooner done than he patted the Rhine, carried evwy thing 
before him, and penetrated almoft to the German Ocean. 

The dangerous revolt"which happened among the Roman 
legions left in Pannonia, ;yid which was happily quelled 
partly by Drufus, and afterwards wholly by Germanicus, 
gave occafion fo; a frefti invafion, which the lad mentioned 
general carridft on with great fuccefs, and much havock and 
daughter of the Germans for fifty miles round ; and, if wc 
may believe Tacitus, without the lofs of one Angle R.oman. 
This ariliou, which may be more properly called a mafiacre 
than a conqueft, irritated fome other German nations againft 
them; but thefe likewife had the misfortune to be defeated. 
The Roman general had foon after a fairer field offered to 
him, by the rupture between the two German chiefs, Ar- 
minius and Segefl^s, the former a fworn enemy to the Ro¬ 
mans, the latter a firm friend. What advantage Germa- 
nicus took of this rupture, we need not repeat, but only 
obferve, that the Germans fullered feveral defeats, and Ar- 
minius himfelf, after fome advantages gained over them, 
was totally routed. All that wc {hall add concerning this 
war is, thaWthough it coft the Roman general very dear, 
yet he had received fuch reinforcements of men and arms 
from Gaul and other parts, that he hoped in one campaign 
to have reduced all Germany; but his fuccefs raifed the 
jealoufy of Tiberius, and occa Coned his being recalled. 

Their 
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Their other mod confiderable wars with the Romans were 
Waged againft the errtperors M. Aurelius, Alexander, Maxi- 
irtiu. Valerian, Aurelian, Probus, Conftantius, Julian, Va- 
lentinian, ami feme of his fuccefforS; but thefe, and the 
fvquel of their hiftory, will be heft feen in fome of the fub- 
fcquent chapters, where we fhall fpeak of them under the 
names of Alemans, Gepidx, Franks, Suevi, Heruli, and 
Burgundi. 

All therefore that is neccffyry to add.in tfiis chapter, and 
that only by way of connexion and introduction to tjie 
modern hiftory of Germany ir^ that thefe frequent and fuc- 
cefsful inundations of thofe fierce and warlike northern na¬ 
tions happened about the time of the declenfion ot *tTie 
Wcftern empire, when it had been not only much weakened beeny of 
by the divMon made by Condantine the Great, and after- ,ne 
wards by Theodofius, but mod parts of it torn by intedine ler " em ~ 
broils and wars, efpecially th<* provinces of Italy, Gaul, f ^rihem 
and Spain, divifions which proved a great encouragement itt 'V a/ion, 
to thefe Barbarians to invade and ravage them almoft with- A. V. 47 s ' 
oVtt refiftance. In the fird of thefe provincesOdoacer, king ———" 
of the Heruli, made fo fuccefsful an expedition, that Au- 
guftulus, then on the throne, not being in a condition to 
make bead againft him, was forced tt> yield the empire to 
him, a ceflion which put an end to that dignity in the Weft, 
ns wc have formerly hinted, and ifiall more fully unfold in 
a fubfequent chapter. , 

The Heruli reigned hot long in Italy before thjy were 
driven out of it by the Oftrogoths, and thefe were at length 
expelled by Juftiniati ; fo that the province became again 
a part of the Eaftern empire ; but it was already rendered fo 
weak in every part, and more efpecially in Italy during 
the exarchate of Ravenna, that the popes Found means to 
Obtain the temporal as well as fpiritual jurifdidHou over a 
confiderable portion of it; while the Lombards feized upon 
another part, which they eredted into a kingdom. Thefe 
Jaft gave the pontiffs fo much Uneafinefe, that pope Adrian 
I. who was then befieged in his capital,by Defiderius, king 
of the Lombards, was forced to apply to Charlemagne for 
afiiftance, who came accordingIj*with a powerful army, 
and having defeated Defiderius, caufed himfelf to be 
crowned king of Lombardy. By this expedition he became 
xnafter of a great part of Italy, as he was before of France 
and Germany. 

It was upon this occafion that the pope, as well to er- 
prefs his gratitude to that fuccefsful monarch for his part 
fervices, as to fecure the friendfhip of fo powerful a pro- 
tedlor, and thereby his new-acquired terhporalities, did, by 
D 2 th* 
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the con fen t of the Roman people, caufe him to he declared 
emperor, and ert&etl a new Weftern empire; but with this 
condition, however, that as that pontiff was lord of the ter- 
ntqries about Rome, he fhould Hill continue Ufchave his re- 
fidence in that metropolis, while Charlemagne, whole do¬ 
minions were moftly on this fide the Alps, as well as in 
gratitude arul complaifance to the popes, fhould fix the head 
of bis new empire in Germany, that he might be nearer 
the center of it.^ Thus did Germany become the feat of 
the Well urn empire, which, though but a fliadow of the 
ancient Roman, hath hithoto maintained ilfelf under a 
conll.int feries ot imperial monarchy, as will be tmite fully 
rellMtd in the modern hdlory. 

Rut before we deferibc the progrefs of thofe northern in¬ 
vaders, it will be' necellary, according to our pltf.i, to pafa 
over to the Brititti dies, whole firlt inhabitants were un¬ 
doubtedly of ancient Cel tic*-ex tract. 


’•"•O'***’•***0»«**0*»*’0"**« O 
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The Ancient Stale and llift ary of Britain, to the 
Time of its being defer ted by the Romans , and 
the * Invajion of the Angles and Saxons. 

SECT. I. 

Vcfription of Britain. The firft Inhabitants. The Cnf 
toms, Religion, Government , (sfe. of the Ancient Bri¬ 
tons. The State of Britain under the Romans . 

T H E ifland which is now called Great Britain, and 
comprehends the two kingdoms of England and 
Scotland, with the principality of Wales, was, in more 
.ancient times, by way.of difttn£lion, ftyted Albion, the 
name of Britain being then common, to all the illands that 
lie round it. Hence Agathcmerus, fpeakirrg of the Britiflv 
iflanda, " They arc many in number (fays he) •, but the 
moil conGderable among them are Hibernia and Albion V' 
And Ptolemy, to the chapter wherein he deferibes the ifland 
now called Great Britain, prefixes the following title, “ The 

k Agathcm. lib. at, cap. f 
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fituntion of Albion, a Britifli illand i” But as this far ex¬ 
celled the other Britifli iflands, the name of Albion, in pro- 
Cefs of time, was entirely laid afide, and that of Britain, by 
way of excellency, ufed in its room. By this name it \yas 
known in Pliny’s time, and even in Csefar’s. “ The illand 
of Britain (fays Pliny), lb much celebrated by the Grtek 
and Latin writers, was formerly called Albion, the name 
of Britain being then common to all the iflands round it k .” 
And Cxfar obfcrves, “ The yther ang'^e of^ Britain, {hoot¬ 
ing out to the well, lies over-agaiuft Spain ; on which fijle 
is I~Iibernia, an illand thought*to be half as big as Britain, 
and aboift the fame diltance from Britain as Britain is from 


Gaul l .” Hence it is manifelt, that the name of Britain, onto 
cornmon to all the iflands in our ocean, was in Csefar’s time 
become peculiar to the illand which is Hull known by that 
name. Whence it had the name of Albion is uncertain, 
fome deriving it from the Greek word alphon, which, ac¬ 
cording to Feltus, fignifies white, the chalky cliffs that in 
feveral places rife on our coafts being of that colour; while 
others pretend this name to have been borrowed from a 
giant, the fon of Neptune, mentioned by feveral ancient 
writers. Some of our etymologifts have recourfe to the 
Hebrew tongue, and fome to the Phtenilian ; alben in tHfe 
former fignifytng white, and alp in # tlie latter high. The de¬ 
rivation from the Greek word alphon , or from the Hebrew 
c.iben, feems to be countenanced by the Britifli poets, who 
llyle Britain, Inis Wen, that is, the white ifland m . 

The origin of the name Britain is no Igfs uncertain than 
that of Albion. Nennius, and fome other Britifli writers, . 
derive it from Brutus, whom they likewife call Brito, the 
fifth in defeent from the celebrated Aliens. Others bring 
it from the Britilh words pryd cain , that is, a white form, 
foftened by degrees into Britannia. The learned Camden 
derives it from the word brith, which, in the ancient lan¬ 
guage of the idand, fignifies painted, and tania, importing 
in Greek a region or country, fo that the name Brithania 
changed, in procefs of time into Britaynia, exprelfes what 
the Britons really were, that is, painted. Somner, difliking 
CSmden’s et} r mology, fuppofes tliyt the name Britain comes 
from hrydlo , fignifying, in the Britifli tongue, rage, in allufion 
to the violent motion of the fea that ftirrounds the illand. 
Of thefe four etymologies the lirlt is founded on a fable; 
and againft the other three lies one common, and, in our 
opinioti, unanfwcrable objection, which is, that the name 
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pf Britain was given to^he ifland by foreigners, who could 
not borrow it from the Britifh tongue, with which they 
were, in all likelihood, unacquainted. That the ifland re¬ 
ceived the name of Britain from foreigners is evident, fince 
the natives never ftyled themfelves Britons, nor their coun T 
try Britain, their true name being Cumri or Cumbri; whence 
Cambria, the name of Wales to this day among the Welfli. 
Befides, the fecond etymology, deriving Britain from pryd 
Cain, appears too far fetched. As to Camden’s etymology, 
Somner obferves, that Caefar, in telling us the Britons 
painted their bodies with w»oad, fpeaks only of the inabi- 
tants pf Albion ; whereas, all the ifles in our ocean were 
ctfMed by one general name, Infula Britannicre, Britifh 

Jflands. Is it probable that a name, common to all the 

iflands in our octan, fhould owe its origin to auuftom pe¬ 
culiar to one, though th,e moll confiderable amongft them l 
With re/pcCl to the rage and fury of the fea, whence Som¬ 
ner derives the name of Britannia, it is not true that the 
fea rages more on the coaftof Great Britain than elfewhere. 
toe hart’s The learned- Bochart, fpeaking of the colonies and lan- 

efuaioa the guage of the Phoenicians, offers a conje&ure, which mol! 
tnejl ra- G f our modern writers have adopted as the moll natural. 

tuial. 1 ’h^ Phoenicians^ according to that writer”, calk’d this 

ifland, and fome others near it, Barat-Anac, that is, the 
land or country of tin or Lead , and more contracledly Brata- 
pac ; which name, pafling ( from the Phoenicians to the 
Greeks, and from thefe to the Romans, might have been 
foftened into that of Britannicx and Britannia. 

%tfcription Britain lies«.oppofite to France and Germany, in a tri- 
of the court- angular form, having three promontories firetching out 
(r y‘ three different ways; Belerium, the Land’s-end, towards 

the weft; Cantium, the Kentifh or North Foreland, towards 
the eaft; and Travifium or Orcas, Cathnefs, towards the 
north. It is divided from Ireland, to the weft, by the Ver- 
givian or Irifh fea; wafhed on the north by the northern 
ocean ; on the eaft,, where it faces Germany, by the Ger¬ 
man ocean; and on the fouth, towards France, hy the 
Britifh channel, called by the Romans Fretum Britanni- 
cuna. Some writers have conjectured, that, where the 
channel is mod contracted, the ifland was anciently joined 
by an ifthmus to the continent. It lies between the 50th 
anti 59th degrees of north latitude, extending from north 
jo fquth about 560 mile?. Its breadth is various; and in 
Compafs its three fides are found to contain, allowing for 
jhe windings of the coaft, about eighteen hundred miles. 

$ Bochart. lib. heap. 33, 


The 



39 ' 


The Hiftory of Britain.' 

The Fertility and pleafantnefs of Britain gave occafion to 
Ifaacius Tzct7.es to imagine, that thefe were the Fmtunate 
Iflands defcribeil by ^he poets, where the face of nature 
fmiled with a perpetual fpring. It was, in iormer times, 
the granary of the We Item empire; for hence an irnmeltfe 
quantity of coin was every year tranfpoited for the fupply 
of ihe armies on the frontiers of Germany. 

The fouthern parts of Britain wen peopled, according to 
Ctefar ", by the Gauls. Tacitus is ot the fame opinion r ; 
which is followed by moil oiViie ancient a» well as modern 
writers. It is chiefly foundei^on the fimilarity obferved»by 
the Ron;pn writers between the two nations in their eulloms,. 
manners, language, religion, form of government, and u^iy 
of fighting. Betides, as the Gauls fenc colonics into Italy, 
Spain, G^many, Thrace, and Alia, it i^but reafonable to 
conclude, that they did the fame with rcfpcfl to Britain, 
which lay fo near them, that they could difeern it ftoni the 
continent, and was no left; plentiful than the otfier coun¬ 
tries where they fettled. As for tire more northern inhabi¬ 
tants of Britain, Tacitus infers, from the make of their 
limbs, and other circumftances, that they came front Ger¬ 
many r ; and Catfar telling us that they were Aborigines, 
feem^to imply, that he difcoveied no affinity in their lap-* 
guage, manners, and culloms, with thofe of Gaul* and 
the fouthern parts of Britain. • 

The Pifts, who pofTelTed the eallern parts of Britain, 
which lay north of the Tyne.thc venerable Bede fays, came 
out of Scythia in long {hips, ana landed firfl in the north 
of Ireland ; but not being fuffered to fettle there by the 
Scots, who then pofl'efl'ed that illand, they were advifed to 
plant themfelves in the north part of Britain ; which they 
did accordingly, with the aflillance of the Scots, who like- 
wife fupplied them with wives to perpetuate their colony, 
on this condition, that, in all difputes concerning the fuc- 
celfion to the crown, the Pi£!s fliould prefer the female to 
the male line of their former kings; “ which is obferved 
among them (fays Bede) to this day 1 ?.” By Scythia, Bede 
perhaps meant the northern parts c*f Germany; for that 
Scandinavia, now comprehending the kingdom , of Sweden, 
Denmark, and Norway, was, by the belt writers of the 
middle ages, Ityled Scythia, is proved by the learned Ufhcr r , 
and Stiilingfiect % of whom the latter admits, as not im¬ 
probable, the conjc£lure ofIleclor Bnetius, deriving theTicts 
from tlie Agatliyrfi who from Sarmatia came into Cim- 

° Caefar, lib. v. cap. 16. p Tacit. Vit. Agr. s Bed Hitt, 
lib. 1 cap. I. I L'fT. Antiq. Biit. cap. 15. s Stillingf. Orig. 
Blit. cap. 5. 
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brica Cherfoncfus, and from thence into Scotland.’ As no 
Roman author mentions the Pi£ls before Ammianus Mar- 
cellinus, who lived about the end of the fourth century, 
fome writers are of opinion, that the Pi£ts were not a di- 
ftin£t people from the Britons, but fueh of that nation as, 
to avoid the tyranny of the Romans, had retired into the 
northern part of the ifland, were continuing to paint their 
bodies, they were by the Romans called Picli, to ciiftinguifh 
them from thofe, who, fubmitting to Rome, had laid afide 
that cuftom, and* adopted the'Roman manners. To con- 
firrfi this opinion, they allege* the authoiity of Camden, 
who, in his introdu&ion, endeavours to fiievv, riiat the 
nansas of places formerly held by the Picls in the fouth 
and weft parts of Scotland, are Britifh •, and confequently, 
that the language of the Britons and Picls was fche fame : 
but that thefe two nations fpoke different languages, is 
manifeft Ijpyond difpute from. Bede, who tells us, that, in 
his time, God was ferved in five feveral languages in Bri¬ 
tain ; of the Angies, of the Britons, of the Scots, of the 
Picls, and of th/ Latins; which latter was commonly ufed 
in divine worfiup. Now this difference of language, which 
Bede, who lived fo near a neighbour to the Picls, could 
ftoi be ignorant of^ overturns all the arguments tlij-t are 
alleged to prove, that the Britons and Piets were the fame 
people. Befides, it is certain, that the Pitls were for fe¬ 
veral ages a diftincl nation, differing both from the Scots 
and Britons, not only in their language, but in their laws 
and cuftovns. The contrary opinion is entirely built on the 
conformity of the flame Pidls with the Latin wmrd Pi£li ; 
which is but a weak foundation, fince fome writers, and 
among the reft Verftcgan, derive the name of the Pidls 
from a word in their own tongue fignifying warrior. The 
Scots called them Pehiti, which name, in the opinion of 
fome antiquaries, anfwers that of Pi£ls, from the Latin 


word Pi£li; but others think altogether improbable, that 
the Scots, who were late fubdued by the Romans, and con¬ 
tinued but a fhort time under their dominion, fhould give 
their neighbours a Rcftnan name. 

Vhe origin As for the origin of tbf Scots, Bede affirms, that theyi. 

•tfthe Scots, came into this ifland out <Jf Ireland : “ In procefs of time 
(fays that writer 1 ), Britain received a third nation, namely, 
the Scots, befides the Britons and Pi£ls, w'ho, coming out 
of Ireland, under the condu£t of Reuda, poffeffed them- 
felves of thofe territories, which they ftill hold among the 
Pi£ls.” From this Reuda, adds our hiftorian, they are 
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called, to this day, Dalreudini, the word dal, in their 
language, fignifyinor potion. This, however, is a 
matter of great uncertainty. 

To return to the Britons: their manners, cufloms, reli¬ 
gion, and form of government, are deferibed, not only by 
Cxfar in his Commentaries, but by others, and perhaps 
more fully, who wrote after the Romans were become ma¬ 
ilers of the iiland. The country was, according to Cxfar, 
well peopled and (locked with cattle. Their houfes were 
not unlike thofe of the Gafils. They uf?d copper or iron 
plates, weighed by a certain ftandard, inftcad of money.* If 
they re.ved domcitic fowls, hens, or geefe, it was for their 
diverfjon, being drictlv forbidden by their religion t„ t;at 
them. Of all the Britons, tfiofe who inhabited Cantium 
or Kent, *xre the mod civilized, not differing much in 
their manners from the Gauls. The more inland people, 
in general, Cowed no corn, thtrir ufual food being«milk and 
game, with which their woods and plains were well fup- 
plied. The ufe of deaths was fearce known in the ifland. 
The inhabitants of the fouthern coad covered their naked- 
nefs with (kins of wild beads, carelefly thrown over them, 
not fo much to defend themfelves againd the cold, as to 
avoid^iving offence to drangers, who «ame to trade.-with 
them. All the Britons dained their bodies, with the juice 
of wond, of a (ky-colour, and w6rc long hair ; but fbaved 
the red of their bodies, except their upper-lip. One cuflom 
prevailed among them, which feerned dctedable to other 
nations; which was for ten or twelve men, brOthers or 
friends, to have wives in common". This cudom conti¬ 
nued fome time after the Romans were maders of the 
iiland; for Diodorus Siculus relates, that a Britifli lady, 
being upbraided with this ufage by Julia, wife to the em¬ 
peror Scverus, replied to this effe£t: “ Surely the Roman 
ladies ought not to reproach us on this account, fince we 
do publicly with the bed of men no more than what they 
do privately with the word of their fr^edmen and Haves w .” 
They abdained from all manner of fifli, though the feas, 
that furrounded their ifland, and their rivers, were plenti¬ 
fully Aored with them. 

Their towns, or rather villages, were compofed of wretch¬ 
ed huts, placed at a fmall diitance from each other, anff 
generally in the middle of a wood, the avenues to which 
were defended with flight ramparts of earth, or with the 
trees, that were cut down to clear the ground. Strabo tells 
lis, that they exceeded the Gauls in dature, but their bodies 

“ Cscf. Comm. lib. v. * Diod. Sic. lib. Ixxvi. ^ 
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were not fo well-fet; that he faw, at Rome, fome of their 
youth taller by half a foot than other men ; that they had 
many princes and diftindl governments; that their woods 
ferved them inftead of cities; for having cut down trees, 
and'inclofed a large round fpot of ground, there they built 
huts for themfelves, and folds for their cattle *. Diodorus 
Siculus fpeaking of the manners and cuftoms of the ancient 
Britons, “ Their houfes, fays he, are made of reeds or 
wood ; they lay up their corn in the car in granaries, tak¬ 
ing from thence *no rhore than" what they confume in one 
day!; they are Ample and hpnell in their dealings, and 
ftrangers to the craft and fubtlety of our countryme/i; their 
manner of living is remote from the luxury of other na¬ 
tions; they are fatisfied with* a very mean and frugal diet; 
their ifland abounds with men, who are fubjeiQr, to divers 
Icings and princes.” Tacitus writes, that the Britons, in 
their manners, refembled th,e Gauls, a refemblance which 
was owing either to the fame original, or the like climate; 
that the Britons however, not yet enervated by a long peace, 
difplayed greater intrepidity in war; that they were for¬ 
merly governed by kings, but were, in Agricola’s time, 
divided by petty princes into parties and fa&ions. He adds, 
Vhat nothing was pf greater advantage to the Romans a- 
gainft the molt powerful among them, than their not con- 
fulting one common intereft, nor their joining to repel 
common dangers. Thus, while they fight feparately, fays 
Manners of that author, they arc all alike fubdued)'. Dio Caffius, as 
the mare epitomised by Xiphilin, fpeaking of the more northern 
northern Britons, fays, thak they tilled no ground, their food being 
Britons. game and fruit; that they lived in their huts naked ; that 
they had wives in common; that the chief authority was 
veiled in the people; that, in war, their arms were a fliield, 
and a fliort fpear, to the lower end of which was fattened 
a ball of brafs, in order to terrify the enemy with the noife, 
when they ihook it. “ They are inured to hunger, cold, 
and all manner of hardlhips, continues the fame writer, and, 
when in the woods, can live upon the bark and roots of 
trees.” He adds, tlfat on all occafions, they had ready a 
certain kind of food, of which if they took but the quaijr 
tity of a bean, they were fiot troubled with hunger or thirll 
for a confiderable time after z . Herodian and Solinus, de- 
feribing the more northern nations of Britain, fay, that 
they knew not the ufe of garments, but girt their waifts 
and necks with iron, by way of ornament, that metal being 

’ X Strab lib. iv- y Tacit. Vit. Ague. C3p. a. * Dio, 
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rplefs in requefl among them, than gold was among other 
nations ; that they jnade deep incifions in their bodies in 
the ftiape of flowers, trees, and animals, which, with the 
juice of woad, they painted of a flcy-colour, that never wore 
out 1 . “ They are a warlike nation (adds Herodian)’and 
mod greedy of daughter. In war they ufe a narrow fhield, 
a lance, and a fword. They confider breaft-plates and 
helmets as an incumbrance b .” Pliny obferves, among their 
other cuftoms, that they were rings on their middle fingers, 
end manured their land with mail ; if reifinik which nmft 
be underftood of the more civilized llritons duelling dear 
the coafi; for the others, as we have obferved above, did 
not apply themfelves to agriculture. 

As to their manner of fighting, Ctvf.ir, who e xtols their Their man 
valour, a#d the undaunted bravery with which they went » er 
to battle, tells us, that they made ufe of chariots, driving '"S’ 
furiouily among the enemies ranks, and difeharging their 
darts, by which means they often put the Romans in dis¬ 
order. When they engaged the horfe, they quitted their 
chariots to fight on foot, their charioteers yjt the mean time 
retiring, and arranging themfelves in fuch a manner, that 
their mafters, if ovei powered by numbers, might readily find 
ther% and have an eafy retreat. “ ]jy tjjis manner of fight¬ 
ing, they had,” fays C-.efar, both the fpced of the horle, and 
the fteadinefs of the foot, and were, by daily practice, fo ex¬ 
pert, that they could flop their horfes on a deep defeent, 
though in full career, turn fliem into a narrow' compafs, 
run along the pole, fit upon the yoke, and from thence, 
with incredible quicknefs, return to tiicfr chariots.” 

Their trade was very inconfiderable, notwithflanding the Their 
convenient fituation of their ifland for carrying on an exten- traJe- 
five commerce. Their veflels were very fmall, their keels 
and ribs made of flight timber, interwoven with wicker, and 
covered with hides ; cireumftances which (licw, that they 
undertook no long voyages ; for, in all likelihood, they 
never ventured to fea beyond the coaits of Gaul. Their 
chief traflick was with the Phoenician merchants, who, after 
the difeovery of the iflatul, which hifjapencd, according to 
#Samncs, before the Trojan war, yearly exported great quan¬ 
tities of tin, which they fold tcflbe Greeks, and other di¬ 
stant nations. 

The religion of the ancient Britons w-as much the fame r tB- 
with that of their neighbours the Gauls. They worfhipped 
Jupiter under the name of Taramis, or Taran, fignifying 
jn the ancient Britilh language, as it docs (fill in the Welfli, 

8 Herodian. lib. xi. & Solin. lib. vii, cap. 8. *> Herodian, lib. xi. 
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thunder. Maximus Tyrius writes, that they paid divine wor- 
lliip to the higheft oak they could find,tas the figure or re¬ 
presentation of this god. Their other deities were Tutates, 
called by the Britons Duw Taith, the god of Journiet, and 
fuppofed to be the fame with Mercury ; Hefus, called alfo 
Cumulus, according to Camden, the god of war , or the 
Mars of the Romans ; Beleus or Belinus, that is, Apollo, 
who is alfo fuppofed to have been called Belatucardus, this 
infeription, Dt o Jlehpucardo, Jreing found in fevcral mo- 
nurpents of antiquity, They worfhipped Diana under the 
name of Camma, and paid a'very particular veneration to 
Andate, their goddefs of victory, who had a templf at Ca- 
mafociunum, now Malden, in Effex : to her they are faid 
to have faciificed their priloncrs of war c . 

Vie druids. The care and direction of allreiigious matters u*as, by the 
Britons as well as the Gauls, committed to the druids, 
v.’hofe authority was great, dot only in religious, but civil 
affairs. Their name was probably derived from the Britiih 
word deru, or the Greek word dm. r, both fignifying an oak, 
not only becaufc they efieemed nothing more facred than 
the mifleto that grows on the oak, hut likewife bccaufe their 
pfual rcfidence was in groves of oaks ; nor did they perform 
any of their ceremtniels without fome branches or leaf es of 
that tree ‘h They Were held, both by the Britons and Gauls, 
in fuch veneration, that their power was almoft abfolute. 
To them belonged the care of .private and public facrifices, 
the interpretation of religion, the bellowing rewards, or in— 
flifling punilhments, the deciding controverfies, let the dif¬ 
ference be of what nature lbevcr ; and whoever refufed to 
obey their decree, whether lord or vaffal, was excluded 
from the facrifices. Perfons thus excommunicated, were 
reckoned in the number of the wicked, and, as fuch, avoid¬ 
ed by all, not allowed to commence a fuit, or to difeharge 
any public office. 

The fuper- Thefe druids had a fuperintendent or pontiff, to whom 

imenJent t j, e y we re all fubjett.. Upon his deceafe, the moll worthy 

tJudrute/s f uccee ^ c( l him ; but i/ there happened to be feveral candi¬ 
dates of equal merit, the election was decided by a majo¬ 
rity of votes, and fometime§, as Ctefar relates, by the fwordJ’ 
Once a year, the druids of Gaul had a general affembly in 
the midlt of the country, to whom perfons reforted from 
all quarters, who had any controverfies to decide, every 
one fubmitting chearfully to their decrees '. The difeipline 
of the druids was thought to have been firft inftituted in 
Britain, and from thence transferred to Gaul. The druids 

c Dio, lib. lxiii. <* Vide Plin. lib. xyi. cap. 4$. Caef. 

lib. vi. Plin. ubi fupra. 
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were exempted from all military duties, taxes, and imports* 
and received fuch # encouragement, that many embraced 
that order. The youth, cfpecially the nobility, were edu¬ 
cated by them. Thofe who embraced the fame profeilion, 
were firft obliged to learn by heart a great number of verfes, 
which often employed them for the fpace of twenty years ; 
as the druids never committed any thing to writing. 

One of the chief tenets they taught, was the immortality T/J/.V tti 
of the foul, and its trarsfmigration from oue body to an- sm¬ 
other; which doCtrinc the^ effeemeef as proper to inipire 
them with courage and a contempt of death. Thcy'in- 
Hru£led»their youth in feveral other traditions concerning 
the liars, and their motions, the extent of the world, the 
nature of things, and the power of the immortal gods. 

There wcoe women as well as men drtfids; for a female 
druid of Tungria. now the bilhopiick of Liege, foretold to 
Diocletian, as we read in Vopifcus, when a private foldier, 
that he fhould one day be emperor. The feel and religion 
of the druids fpreadas far as Italy; for Auguftus publillu-d 
an editl, forbidding the Romans to celebrate their myi- 
teries. Beftdes the druids, there were, among the Britons 
and Gauls, priefts of an inferior rank, called bards, whofe 
province it was to celebrate the exploits *>f their hero.es iii 
verfes, which they fung to the harp. The bards were dill 
found in Britain, after the P.omans'had entirely abandoned it. 

The fame form of government prevailed in Britain as in The civil 
Gaul; that is, the whole countiy was divided into feveral gover*- 
fmall Hates, with a head over each, dignified by authors 
with the name of king. Of thefe heads or kings, Ca-far 
mentions four in the final! compafs of Kent. Whether 
thefe Hates were hereditary, or elective, we find no where 
recorded. In great and imminent dangers, one of thofe 
heads or kings was, in a general affembly, and by univerfal 
confent, chofen commander in chief of all their forces. 

Thus, when Csefar invaded the illand, the chief command 
of all the Britilh forces was conferre4 upon Caflibelanus ; 
and when the Britons revolted in the time of Claudius, Ca- 
railacus, king of the Silures, was ch*ofen general. As in 
other cafes, the feveral Hates, into which Britain was di¬ 
vided, had no dependence upon*each other, they had, no 
doubt, quarrels and conteHs among tbemfclves. But of 
their affairs before Ctefar’s invafion we have no account, 
but fuch as would be deemed fabulous ; and therefore at 
that period, and no higher, ought the Englilh hifforian to 
begin his hiftory. 

That part of Britain whiqh comprehends the prefent Dinner, if 
kingdom of England, and the principality of Wales, was ™ 

in 
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ih ancient times divided into feventeen petty ftates, Whereof 
the inhabitants were diftinguifhed by the following names, 
the Danmonii, the Durcitriges, the Belgte, the Attrebatii; 
the.Regni, the Cantii, the Dobuni, the Cattieuchlani, the 
Trinobantes, the Iceni, the Coritani, the Cornavii, the 
bilnres, the Dimetx, the Ordovices, the Brigantes, the 
Ottadini. That part of Biitain which extends a great way 
to the Well, and is bounded on the north by the Severn 
fea, oil the fouth by the Britifh ocean, and on the weft by 
n St. George’s cliann'el, was anciently inhabited by thole 

■wait Britons who are called by Golinus Dunmonii, by Pto¬ 

lemy Domnonii, and, in the more corred copiet, Dan- 
ln6nii. In the trad, or pertinfula, now comprehending 
the counties of Cornwall and Devon, the following places 
are mentioned by Ptolemy', the eftuary Vexaliu, formed 
by the confluence of the two rivers Pedredus and Ivellusj 
now the iParret and the Illthe promontory of Hercules, 
about half-way between that eftuary and another promon¬ 
tory called by Ptolemy Bolerium, and by Diodorus Sicu¬ 
lus £ Belerium.r T he promontory Belerium, which is by 
Ptolemy called alfo Antiveflxum, is the moll weftern point 
of Britain, now known by the name of the Land’s-End. 
'Not.far from thks fboots out to the fouth the promontory 
Danmonium, or Ocrinum, now the Lizard. On the fouth 
coaft the following place's ate taken notice of by our geo¬ 
grapher., Voliba, now Falmquth ; the mouth of the Ta¬ 
mara, now the Tamar or Tamer, on which Hands the 
town oP Plymouth; the mouth of the Ifca, now the Ex. 
The inland places mentioned by Ptolemy, are, Ifca Dan- 
■tnoniorum, Exeter ; Tamye, Taviftock; Uxeila, according 
to Camden, Leftwithicl. 

Duroirlga. Next to the Danmonii, eaftward, were the Durotriges, 

. inhabiting that trad, which is now called Dorfetlhire. In 
this country Ptolemy takes notice of one place only, which 
be calls Dunium, and Antoninus, in his Itinerary, Durno- 
varia. All critics agree, that, inftead of Duniuni, we 
ought to read in Ptolemy Durnium ; and that this was the 
ancient name of Dorcheftcr, the chief town of the county 
Bilg*. of Dorfet. To the north.and eaft of the country of the D*>- 
rotriges, were fituated the Belgx, who pofl'efled Somerfet* 
(hire, Wiltshire, and Hampfhire. In this country Ptolemy 
and Antoninus mention on the coaft Magnus Portus, Portf- 
mouth ; and Trifantonis Portus, Southampton, fo called 
from the river Trifanto, now Hampton, on which it 
ftands. Either Portus Trifantonis, or another place very 

f Ptol lib. ii. cap. j, c Died. Sic, lib, v, cap. »*■ 
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near it, is called by Antoninus, Claufentttm. In the inland 
country flood Vent%BeIgarum, Winchefter. a place of great 
fame in ancient times, as we read both in Ptolemy and An¬ 
toninus ; Aqutecalidse, or, as Antoninus (lyles it, Aquie- 
folis, fo called from its hot waters, now Hath; lfeahs or 
Ifchalis, Ilcheller. On the Belgoe bordered the Attrebatii, Af.relatii. 
the inhabitants of Berki'nire. The Attrebatii, as well as the 
Bclgre, came originally from Belgic Gaul, according to 
Csefir h , and fettling in Britain, retained their ancient names. 

The chief city of the Attrebatii was Ca1cua, as Ptolemy 
calls it, or Caleva, as it is cabled by Antoninus, now Wal- 
lingforch Antoninus mentions another place, Spinas, which, 
according to Camden, (till retains its ancient name, being 
called Spene ; but is now only a village near Newbury, 
which rofe out of its ruins. * 

On the country of the Attrebatii bordered that of the Rrgni. 
Regni, comprehending Surry,*Suflcx, and part of the fea- 
coalt of Hamplhire. In this country Ptolemy mentions 
but one city, namely, Noviomagus, which is alfo taken no¬ 
tice of by Marinus Tyrius, as appears from Ptolemy 
Some antiquaries fuppofe this to be the prefent town of 
Guilford ; but Noviomagus was only ten miles diftant from 
London, as we read in Antonius’<s Itinerary; wlysretis 
Guilford is thirty. Camden aflerts, that, in his time, were 
Bill to be feen the ruins of a cify, anfwering exatlly the 
diftance fet down in the Itinerary. Befides Noviomagus, 
Antoninus mentions feveral other places in the country of 
the Regni, namely, Othona, which was ; according to the 
Notitia, the flation of the Roman foldiers called Fortenfes. 

Camden takes Othona to have flood where Haflings is now 
built; Portus Adurni, at prefent the finall village of Eder- 
ington ; and Regnum, now Ringwood, that is, the wood or 
foreft of the Piegni, into which they fled for protection. 

In the country of the Regni, namely at Ockham in Surry, 
where the Wey falls into the Thames, at a place to this 
day called Coway-llakes, from the flakes with which the 
Britons had fenced the bank, Catfar parted the Thames, 
and entered the territories of Caffivelan. That commander 
•roiled the Thames eighty miles from the fea; and this is 
the only place, at that diftance, where the river is fordable. 

To the eaft of the Belga: and Attrebatii, lay the country 
of the Cantii, called by Ptolemy and C:efar k , Cantium ; by Cantir. 
JBede, Cantia ', now Kent. The places in Cantium, men¬ 
tioned by the ancients, are, Durovernum, Durobrivis, Du- 

1 k Cxf. Comm. lib. v. cap. i*. t Ptol. lib. i. cap. j;. k Prot. 
nbi fupra. Cxf. Com. lib. v. cap. 1 J3ed. Iiilt, lib. i. cap. %(t. 

k Lib. iii, cap. 3 . 
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folenum, Portus Rutupise, Portus Dubris, Regulbium or 
Rcgulvium, and Portus Lemanis, now Canterbury, Ro- 
chefter, Lenham, Dover, Reculver, and Lime. Ptolemy 
reckons Londinium, London, among the cities of the Can- 
tii; but he was certainly miftaken in this particular. 
When the Roman government was eftablifhed in Britain, 
the fea-coaft of Kent, which they termed Litus Saxonicum, 
or the Saxon Shore, had, from the time of Dioclciian, a par¬ 
ticular governor, called by Marcellinus, count of the fea- 
coaft, and by the No’titia, count of the Saxon (bore, whole 
province was to prevent the Barbarians, efpecially the Sax¬ 
ons, who began to infeft Britain, from plundering the coun¬ 
try*. In imitation of the Romans, our anceftors appointed 
a governor or portrcve over this coaft, commonly called the 
warden of the cihque ports, from his prcfulinj*’ over five 
ports. Caffar landed, when he invaded Britain, in the 
country »f the Cantii, and," as is commonly believed, at 
Deal, on the twenty-fixth of Augult, in the afternoon, 
fifty-four years before the birth of Chrill m . Cantium is 
feparated from the continent by a narrow fea, called by So- 
linus, Fretum Gallicum; by Tacitus and Ammianns Mar¬ 
cellinus, Fretum Oceani, and Occanus Fretalis. We have 
nfcw described tha* part of Britain which is bounded hy the 
ocean, the Severn fea, and the river Thames. 

On the north fide of the Thames, near its head, are 
placed by Ptolemy the Dobu,ni, the ancient inhabitants of 
Gloucefterfhire and Oxfordfhire. In their country that 
•writer rfientions but one city, namely Corinium, called by 
Antoninus, as far as we can conjecture from the diftances 
fet down in his Itinerary, Durocornovium, which flood in 
or near the place where the prefent town of Cirencefter 
flands. Two other places are taken notice of by Antoninus, 
called Altone or Avone, and Clevum or Glevum, built 
by the Romans, to curb the Silures, now Alvington and 
Gloucefter. To the eaft of the Dobuni lay the country of 
the Cattieuchlani, Calyeuchlani,Cattidudani, Cathicludani, 
as they are ftyled in different copies of Ptolemy’s works. 
Dio calls them Cattucllani, andalfo Caffii. In their coun¬ 
try, which comprehended Buckinghamfhire, Bedfordfhjre, 
and Hertfordfhire, the following places are named by An¬ 
toninus ; La&odorum, Bedford ; Magiovinium, Afhwell; 
Durocobrivis or Durocobrivse, Hertford; Pontes, placed in 
the Itinerary twenty-two miles from London; and Veru- 
lamium, mentioned not only by Antoninus, but by Ptolemy, 
and all the Roman writers, who fpeak of Britain. Camden 

“ Vide Halley Philofoph, TranlanQ. N\ i 9 j. 
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fuppofes Verulamium to have been the town of Caffivelan, 
which was taken by,Csefar In Nero’s time it was a mu- 
nicipium, as we read in Tacitus °; but being afterwards 
deltroyed in the Saxon war, the town of St. Alban’s i;ofc 
from its ruins, which are ftili called Verulam. In the 
country of the Cattieuchlani, Ptolemy mentions only Veru- 
lamium, which he calls Urolamium, and Salenx, of which 
no traces are remaining. Before the arrival of Csefar, the 
Cattieuchlani had reduced gi^fctpartof the country belong¬ 
ing to the Dobuni, and were conftantly at* war with tlytir 
neighbours. • 

Next to the Cattieuchlani were the Trinobantes, as Cue- Trinoban- 
far calls them, or Trinonnantes, as they are Ityled by Ta- too. 
citus and Ptolemy. They inhabited the prefent counties of 
Middlefexwmd Eitex. To them belonged* the city of Lon¬ 
don, called by Tacitus, Ptolemy, and Antoninus, Londi- 
nium ; by Ammianus, Lundinftm ; by Stephanusi Lindo- 
nion; and by Bede, Lundonia, and civitas Lundonia p. 

T here feems to have been no fuch place as London in Cas- 
far’s time; and yet it was a city of great *rade in Nero’s, 
as appears from Tacitus. It muff, therefore, have been London, 
founded between the times of thefe two emperors, and, in # ^'” 
all probability, about the time of Claudiu*. tTacitus calls ft /»«»drA 
a place famous for trade, and the concourfe of merchants, 
though not diftinguifhed with the fide of colony. Whether 
in procefs of time it atttaine^ this honour, may be quef- 
, tioned; for though Ammianus Marcellinus ftyles it Au- 
gufta, yet we cannot from thence conclude, that it was a 
, Roman colony, lince many antiquaries are of opinion, that 
the emperors allowed fome towns, that were not colonies, 
to aflume that title s. Perhaps it took the name of Au- 
gulla from Conftantine the Great, who is faid to have fur- 
rounded it with a wall. Ptolemy, as we have already ob¬ 
served, and alfo Ravennas, place London in Cautium, on 
the fouth fide of the Thames. The other towns of the'Tri- 
'Hobantes were, Duroiitum, Caefaromagus, Cononium, Ca- 
analodunum, and Colonia, now Leiton, Burghftead, Can- 
®onden, Maldon, and Colchefter. Camalodunum, called ThejtrJI 
By Ptolemy, Camudolanum, was the firll Roman colony in Roman to- 
pnfain, granted by the emperor’Claudius to the veterans, ,n 
'who, driving out the natives, fettled there; but they were ntam ' 
afterwards themfelves, in a general infurre£Vion, either ex¬ 
pelled, or put to the fword, the theatre, the temple of Clau- 

t . " Caef. Comm, lib, v. cap. it, > Tacit, lib. i*. cap. }j. 

V Bed. lib. ii. cap. 4, 7, 3. S Vide Cell. Gcog. Antiq. tom. ii. 

pib. ii. cap. 4. 
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dius, and the feveral villas in the neighbourhood, belonging 
to the Roman commanders, being totally demolilhed by 
the incenfed Britons, who beheld the colony as the feat of 
flavery 

The country bordering on that of the Trinobantes, com¬ 
prehending the counties of Suffolk, Norfolk, Cambridge, 
and Huntingdon, was inhabited by the Iceni, called by Pto¬ 
lemy Simeni, and by others ^geni. Camden is of opinion, 
that the Iceni were, the people whom Caefar calls Ceno- 
magni 5 . To them belonged the following places, men¬ 
tioned both by Ptolemy and Antoninus, Villa Fauftini, 
Cambretonium, Sitomagus, Venta Icenornm," Garienis 
Odium, Iciani, Brannodium, and Durobrivx, now St Eil- 
ftiundfhury, Bretenham, Tbetford, Cafllc, Yarmouth, Ich- 
borough, Brancafter, Dornford. In the Romad times, the 
commander of the horfe under the count of the Saxon 
ftiore w%s ftafioned at Odium Garienis, called alfo Oppi- 
dum Garianorum ; and the Dalmatian horfe, as appears 
from the Notitia, at Brnnnodunum. To thefewe may add 
Camboriturn, ftientioned by Antoninus though not by Pto¬ 
lemy, and in the Itinerary placed on the Cam, where the 
. prefect town of Cambridge ftands; which Camden fuppofos 
to Save been built out of the ruins of Camboritum." 

On the Iceni bordered the Coritani, whofe country com¬ 
prehended Northamptonfbire, Leicefterfliire, Rutlandfhirc, 
Lincolnfhire, Nottmghamfhire, and Derbyfhire- Their 
chief places were, Lindum, Lincoln; Tripontium, Tow- 
eeder; BennavennaorBeneventa, thought to be Northamp¬ 
ton ; Ratse, or, as Ptolemy calls it, Rage, according to 
Camden, Leicefter; Verometum, Burrowhill; Margidu- 
nuni, Margedoverton 5 Pontes, Panten; Crococolanum, 
and Agelocum, or, as Camden will have it, Adelocum, 
Idleton. Lindum, called by Bede, Lindocolina ervitns, 
was-, according to Ptolemy, the metropolis of the Coritani. 
In th»3 countay, between the fprings of the Nen and the 
Avon, are dill vifiMe the ruins of ancient fortifications, anti 
military fences, eredled, as Camden believes, by Odorius 

f overnor of Britain, after he had fortified the banks of the 
evern, the Avon, and* the Nen, in order to prevent the* ir¬ 
ruptions of thofe who inhabited W ales, and the. north parts 
of Britain. When the banks of the two latter rivers, the 
iSfie, running eaftwqrd, and the other wedward, were well 
defended, the only paffage from the north into the hither 
part of Britain was between the fprings of thofe two rivers i 
. and this pafs was fortified with ftrong works, the ruins of 

« Tacit. Vit, Agricol. cap. 16. * Camd. Brit. p. 434. 
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tyhich are itill to be leen at Gildfborough ahd Darltrey. 
Oftorius, fays Tacit* safter having di farmed fuch as were 
Fufpeiftcd, by fortifying the bitnks oF the Antona and Ha- 
br ina, reftramed them from breaking into the provirtte; 
where, i'riftead df Antona, mentioned by no other writer, 

Camden reads Aufona, or Avona, which name was com¬ 
mon to the Nen and Avon 

To the weft of the Coritapi were fituated the Cornavii, Ccruavii. 
who, according to Ptolemyis deferiptton *f their country, 
feem to have poffefied Warwickfhire, Worcefterfhire, Sm- 
, fordfhire, Shropfhire, and Che*fhire. Their chief towns were 
Branonidm, or, as Ptolemy calls it, Branogeniufn, W»r- 

■ cefter; Pra:fidium on the Aufona or Avona, Warwick, 

W’here the prefefk or commander of the,Dalmatian horfe 
was pofted, by the appointment of the governor of Britain, 
as we read in the Notitia ; Petyiocrucium, Penkridge; Vi- 

|Toconium or Uricomium, the metropolis of the tornavii, 

' probably built by the Romans, when they fortified the 

■ banks of the Severn, which is here fordable^ and no where 
lower. It is now a fiiiall village, called Wrockcefter. Out 
(of its ruins rofe the prefent town of Shrewfbury. DeVa, or 
Deuna, on the river Dfeva, from whence the town bot rf 
roweefits name, now Chefter. It was anciently a Roman 
colony, and the ftation of the twentieth legion, fumamed 
Vibtrix. Condate, Congleton; and Rutunium, nowRoUton. 

Tl»e principality of Wales,’formerly comprehending the Silurei,' 
Whole country beyond the Severn, was, in the«Roman 
times, inhabited by the Silures, the Demetse, and the Or- 
dovices. To thefe belonged ndt only the twelve counties 
of Wales, but likewife the two otherk lying beyond the Se¬ 
vern ! namely, Herefordfhire and Monmouthlhire, now 
Reckoned among the Englifh counties. The Silures and 
ITemecae inhabited that diftribt which is now known by the 
name of South Wiles, and comprifes the following coun¬ 
ties, Radnorfllire, Brecknockfhire, GlanWrganlhire, with 
.Herefordfhire and Monmputhfhire. With refpebt to the 
Origin of the people, Tacitus is of opinion, that they came 
toriginally from Spain, on account of their ruddy com* 
fcfexion, their Curled hair, and ttieir fituation over-againft 
that country. They were a warlike people, of great intre- 
jiidity and refolution, utterly averfe to fervitude, and great 
Ricklers for liberty. In Herefordfhire flood Bletium, now 
Ihe Old 'Town on the Munow; and about threeThort miles 
weft of the prefent city of Hereford, near the village of 
Kenchefter, Ariconium, mentioned by Antoninus. In this 


’ Tacit lib. xii, cap. jr. 


“ Vide Carad. Brit. p. 4=4’ 
£ 2 



P *fhe Hiftory of ’Britain'. 

coprttry to be feen the veftiges of feveral Roman camps;- 
In BVecfcnockfliire, towards the north,*where it Is divided 
from Radnorfhire by the Wye, forne place Buliaeuro Silu- 
rurft; but others think it Hood in Glamorganfhire. Breck¬ 
nock, the chief town of the county, was inhabited in the' 
Roman times, as appears from feveral coins found there, 
from a brick difeovered, with this infeription, LEG. n. abg,. 
and from a fqua-re camp near this place, called by the na¬ 
tives Gaer, thatris-, fortification. 

ftrta Si- in Monmouthfhire, about # three miles from Chepftow, 

turum. which Hands near the conflux of the Wye and the Severn, 
is placed by all our antiquaries Venta Silurum, called to 
this day Caer-Went, that is, the eity Venta; but now only 
fome ruins of it a/e to befeen. Orv the north-weft border 
of the county ftood Gobannium, mentioned by Antoninus, 
at the jun&ion of tire Ifca, yow Wylk or Uik, and the Go- 
venni, whence it took the name of Gobannium, which, 
with a fmall alteration, it retains to this day, being called 
■Aber-Gavenni^ that is, the confluence of the Gavenni or 
Gobannium. About twelve miles from Gobannium, An¬ 
toninus places Burrium, where the Birdhin or Birthin falls 
•into the UAs. This place is now known to the Welfh by 
the name of Brynbiga, and to the Englifh by that of Uflc. 
.On the other fide the Ufk, twelve miles from Burrium, 
ftood Ifca Silurum, where the fecond legion was ftationed ; 
whence it is ftyled by Antoninus, Legio Secunda,, a*d by 
tije Brilons, to this day, Caer-Lheion, or Caer-Wyik, that 
is, the city of the legion, or of the river Ulk. The Legio 
Secunda, called alfo JBritannica Secunda, was raifed by Au- 
guftus, and removed "from Germany into Britain by Clau¬ 
dius, under "fhft condu& of Vefpafian, to whom, upon his 
afpiring to the empire, it fecured the Britifh legions. . It 
was placed in garrifon at Ifca by Julius Frorrtinus againft 
the Silures; and long after that, in the reign of Valeriti- 
nian, tranflated from thence by count Theodofius, the fa¬ 
ther of'Theodofi us Ihe Great, toRutuphe, as we read in 
the Notitia and in Marcellinus'« r . At Ifca Silurum, many 
monuments of antiquity, have been difeovered, as the reader 
will find in Camden *. The moft fouthern county, formerly 
belonging to the Silures, is Glamorganfhire, where, at a 
fmall diftance from the Remney, which divides it on the 
call from Monmouthfhire, is Caer-Phily caftle, in the opi¬ 
nion of Camden, the moft noble and ancient piece of archi¬ 
tecture remaining in Britain. That this caftle was built 

* Ammian. Marcel, lib. xxvii. cap, >8, * Vide Camd, Brit, 

p. 71*. 71*. 
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■by die Romans feems extremely probable, though we have 
no other reafon to conclude it Roman but the ftatelinefs of 
its ltructure, no Roman infcriptions, ftatues, coins, or other 
monu mer ,t,i of antiquity, having ever been difcovered tlnsre. 

Camden thmks it was the BbIIxuid Silurum, of which we 
lpoken above. 

cIrW:rr S p p rt e f , So “ th Wa,es ’ comprehending ZW„ 
Caer-Mardhinfnire, 1 embrokelhtre, and Cardiganlhire, was 
hkewife inhabited, according to Pliny, by the Silpres; but 
Ptolemy, to whom Britain was better known, placed an¬ 
other nation here, called by him Demets and Dimette.'ln 
i-he country of the DemetK Ptolemy takes notice only of 
-wo places, Loventium or Luentium, at the mouth of the 
IuerobiSjiiow the Towy,and Maridunum, or,as Antoninus 
-calls it, JMundunum, now Caer-Mardhitt. 

Phe country now diftinguilbed by the name of North 
Wales, and comprehending Mbmgomerylhire, Merioneth- 0rda ' v,cv * 

• r,’ C a e [ nar , TOn ^' re ’ Dcn b'ghlhire, and Plintlhire, was 
inhabited by the Ordovices, a brave and powerful nation, 
who defended themfelves firft againlt the Romans and after- 
wmAs again ft the Englilh, when the other Britons Were 
lubdued ; for by the Romans they were no*«duced till the 
time «f Domitian, nor by the EnglifhtiU the *%n of Henfv 
" Ri their country, namely, in MontgomoUfliire, wEere 
the village of Meivod is fituated atprefent, ftood formerly, 
according to the conjeaures.of the beft antiquaries, the 
city of Mediolanum, celebrated both by Ptolemy and An¬ 
toninus. Belkles Mediolanum, Antoninus mentions feveral 
■other places in the country of the Ordovic’es, fuch asSegon- 
l lum, on the river Sejant, whence,Without all doubt, it 
lts , name; Conovium, now Conway, and Varis, of 
.which the ruins were to be feen in Camdenftime, near the 
Village of Rodwar. In this country are the veftigestif fi- 
vcral ancient forts rafted by.the Romans, t6 awe andkeep 
in 1 abjection the natives. Oppofite Caernarvonftvire -lies the 
illand of Mona, now Anglefey, the.ancient feat of the /iW r 
druids, fir ft attempted by Paulinus Suetonius, and after- mZu 
wards reduced by Agricola. It was called in the Britifh 
tongue Mon, and, when conquered by the Englifli. An-' 
glcfey, that is, the Englilh Illand. 

The Brigantes, whom Stephanus calls Brigte, a numer- p r : aBn ... 
°us and powerful people, and much commended‘by the an- * * 
cient writers, pofleffed Yorklhireand the bilhoprick of Dur¬ 
ham towards the eaft and the German ocean, and to the 
welt Lancafhtre, Weftmorland, and Cumberland. In York- 
■“ th « Weft-riding, on the Dan, now the Don, 

Rood the city of Danum, mentioned by Antoninus, and in 
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the Natitia called the ftation of the Crifpinian horie. Nen« 
pins Style# it Caer-Dann 5 but it is noiy known by the name 
pf Doncaftcr. Olicana, mentioned by Ptolemy, 'is, front 
its fituation with refpedt to Eboracura or York, thought by 
Camden to have been the fpot where Ilk!y-on-the-Wharf 
now ftands. It was rebuilt in the reign of Severus by Vi, 
rius Lupus, legate and proprietor of Britain, as appears 
from an ancient infeription dug up there*. The fecond 
cohort of the Lingones was quartered here. Near the con- 
of , th P C ®‘ lc r and the Are ftands the fmall village of 
CaHfeford, formerly, according to Camden, Lageolium, 
er,« Antoninus ftyles it, Lagetium. Colcaria, according 
to«Iome Tadcafter, according to others Aberford, is men¬ 
tioned by Antoninus, but not by Ptolemy. Ifurium Bri- 
gantum is placed by both on the Ure; and ley Camden 
thought to have been ikuated where the prefen t village of 
AldboroDgh ftands, at a fmaH diftance frotn Boroughbridge. 

Lboraepmor Eburacum, now York, on the Oufe, was the 
^ejropobsofthe Bngantes. It owed, no doubt, its origin 
■d* , »#Wide«r t@ the Romans, for it was both a Roman co- 
and a municipium, as appears from feveral ancient in- 
fcnptitMW _• .fffhe fixth legion, called Viarix, fent out of 
t»erfaa$y into Britain, was quartered here in the time of 
the Antonin%smd likewife the ninth in Galba’s reign. In 
this city the emperors Wad a palace, in which Septimius 
aWf and C .° nftantiu s *Ch'orus died. In the Eaft-riding, 

m ' leS fr r £° rk > ft00d De ™ enti °> now Auldby 
afmalltillage on the Derwent, formerly Derventio. At 
the fame diftance from the Abus, now the Humber, where 

imefDe Zk- ^ t0n . ftand «. ft °od, in the Roman 
times, Delgovma; and on the promontory, called by Pto- 

"* <*r »f r™«™, 

.... .. on, y P Iaees Lancaihire mentioned by Antoninus 

?if " 0W M r hefter; a " d Alone, caHed^ 

<«A<n. *“* l ’ , A ', 0ne ’- . now Lanc after, the chief town of the 

Wtllmor. county, to which it gives name. In Weftmorland, two fhort 

** S/r t v" r Eden ’ ft00d now a village 

called Burgh. Not. far from hence ftood Aballaba on the 

Ituna, the ftauon of the'Maurl Aureliani. It retains its 

WhaHoo^ belng n °\ Ca,ied b yoontraaion Apelby. A t 
Whallop caftle appear vaft rums of an ancient town where 
jfcunan coins and urns have been frequently dug up. Here 
fiood. according tp Camden, Gallagum, mentioned byS 
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kmy, and called by Antoninus, GaHatum j which conjec¬ 
ture agrees with thf diftances in the Itinerary. From this 
place an old caufeway runs almoft in a ftrait line for about 
twenty miles, to Caer-Varran, near the Pidts wall. Upon 
•this caufeway, now commonly called the Maiden-way, Cam¬ 
den thinks that the Rations and manlions, mentioned by 
Antoninus in his ninth Iter, were fettled. At Brougham, 
according to Camden, the ancient JBrocovum and Brevonia- 
cum of Antoninus, called in the Nodtia, Brocaniacum, 
where a cohort of the Defenfotes was gartered, feveral 
coins and other monuments af antiquity have been found. 

In Cumberland the fea-coaft was fortified by the Romans Cumber. 
in fuch places as were convenient for landing. • Sffe. 

Many remains of antiquity are ftill vifible at Morefby, Remains »f 
perhaps, as the prefent name feems to imply, the Morbium an, ’i u >‘y* 
of the ancients, where, according to the Nodtia, the Equi- 
tes Catafradla were quartered.* At the head of the Wize, a 
fmall river which falls into the Waver, are the ruins of an 
ancient town, called by the neighbouring inhabitants G]d 
Carlifle, perhaps the Caftra Exploratory#, placed fom i 0 ~ 
where hereabout by Antoninus; lor it is leased on ahigfc 
hill, and therefore, as it commands a freftprofpedl round 
•the country, was very convenient foo drfgovaring an eijfwMy! 

From feveral inferipdons it appears that the Ala, named 
Augufta, and Augufta Gordiana,’was .quartered here in the 
time of the emperor Gordian. A little higher jets out a 
fmall promontory, below which .is a large arm of the fea, at 
prefent the boundary of England and Scotland, and formerly 
of the Roman province and the country*of the Pids. On 
this promontory ftood Blatobulgiuna, now Bulnefs, front 
which, as the moft remote limit of the province of Britain, 

Antoninus begins his Itinerary. At Blatobulgium are fre¬ 
quently found Roman coins and inferiptions. A mile be¬ 
yond it, at low water, are to be feen the foundations of: the 
famous wall called the Pi&s Wall, built by the Romans to 
reflrain the Barbarians from breaking into the province. 

Though a vaft arm of the fea comes up here about eight 
miles, called by Ptolemy Itunse /Efttlarium, now Solway, 
frith, yet at low water the Scots and Pidto found means to 
ford it. , 

Upon the fame frith ftands Drumburg caftle, formerly Xf. 
a Roman ftation, and thought by Gale to be the ancient taari ***• 
Blatobulgiiim. This frith is called by Ptolemy, Itunse JEf- 
tuariutn, from the river Ituna, now Eden, which heft falls 
into the bay. It is now called Solway-frith, from the town 
of Solway in Scotland Handing upon it. Af the prefent 
Burgh-upon-Sanda was another Roman ftation. At a fmall 
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dlftanee from the confluence of the Eimot and the Loder 
ftands Penreth/ according to Gale, tlje Voreda of Anto¬ 
ninus. The city of Carlifle, having the Eden to the north, 
the,Petervil to the eaft, and the Caude to the Weil, was 
by the Romans called Luguvallum, Luguballum, and Lu- 
gubalia. The word vallum was no doubt derived from that 
famous vallum of the Romans, which ran clofe to' the city. 
The ‘word lugus or lucus, dignified among the Cel tee, who 
fpoke the fame language as the Britons, a tovjcr ; for what 
Antoninus calls Lugo-Augufti, Pomponius Mela ftyles 
Turris Augufti; fo that Lugovallum fignifies a tower on the 
’Vallum. This city was a place of great confequence in the 
Roman times, as appears from feveral monuments of an¬ 
tiquity found in that neighbourhood, and from the frequent 
mention made ofhtby the ancient writers. v 
Ottadini. Next to the Brigantes, Ptolemy places the Ottadini, Ot- 
tadeni, os Ottalini, according to the various readings of the 
feveral copies. Camden reads Ottatinos, becaufe they dwelt 
ultra Tinam, beyond the Tyne. Their country extended 
from the wall afcleaft to theTweed, and was afterwards part 
of the province Valentia ; for fo count Theodofius named 
itj after he had.recovered it by driving out the Baibarians. 
lit is now called Northumberland, as lying north of thejdum- 
ber.Stln this country, near Caer-Vorran, part of the wall 
was ftill Handing in Camden’s time, fifteen feet in height, 
and nine in breadth. Bede writes that it was only twelve 
feet high 5 and his account is, generally fpeaking, exa£l: ; 
for where there has not been any extraordinary fortification, 
what was ftill ftanding in Camden’s time came near to that 
height, and no part exceeded it. The breadth which Bede 
allows of eight feet, is pretty exadt s for every where it ftill 
exceeds leven. In this country have been difeovered many 
monuments of antiquity, of which the reader will find an ac¬ 
count in Camden *. Beyond the wall, and at the mouth of 
the Tina or Tyne, flood Segedunum, now Seton, where re- 
fided, according to the Notitia, the tribune of the fixth cohort 
pf the Lergi. At a fmall diftance from Segedunum, Antoni¬ 
nus places Corftorpitum, or, as Camden reads it, Morftorpi- 
tum, according to him Morpeth. On the north fide of th« 
Alatmus, now the Ain, and not far from that river, flood 
anciently Bremenium, from which Antoninus begins his 
firft journey in Britain. Some take Bremenium to be Ro- 
chefter, near the head of the Rhead, others to be Bramp¬ 
ton. **At Gabrofentum, according to fome Newcaftle, was 
quartered the fecond cohort of the Thracians. The coun- 
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try of the Ottadini reached to Edinburgh-frith} but the only 
places taken notice of by the ancients between Bremenium 
and that frith, called by the Roman writers Bodotrix /Eftu- 
arium, are Txi or Tavi Odium, the mouth of the Tweed, 
and Caftra Alata, thought by all our antiquaries to be Edin¬ 
burgh. On the weft coaft, between Solway and Dumbriton 
friths, are placed by Ptolemy the Seigovx, and the towns 
Trimontium and Oxellum, fubjeft to them. 

To the north of the Seigovx were the Damnii, in whofe Selgov*. 
country, extending to Dumbriton-frifti, Anciently Glotx Damnii. 
iEftuarium, flood the following towns defcribed by Pfo- 
lemy } Golania, Coria, Alauna, and Victoria. The Horefti, Hortfii. 
mentioned by Tacitus, are placed by Camden between the 
Seigovx and the Ottadini. Agricola entered their country, 
as we readiin Tacitus, and having received hoftages, com. 
manded his admiral to fail round Britain. Hence Camden 
infers, that their country bordered on Solway-frith^and that 
the Roman fleet was then riding there. In this voyage were 
difeovered the Orcades, unknown to the world till that 
time. That narrow neck of land, by wijich Glotx and 
Bodotrix fEftuaria, that is, Dumbriton and Edinburgh 
friths, arms of different feas, are kept from joining, was 
fortifigd by Agricola with garrifons and faftles 5 by wjiich 
means all Britain, on this fide, being poflefied by the Ro. 
mans, the Barbarians were removed, as it were, into another 
jfland. 

Thofe who dwelt beyond tile two friths, are by Dio Caf- Mmu. 
fius comprehended under the two denominations ofMseatx Caledosu. 
and Caledonii. The fouth part of Britannia Barbara, as 
the Romans ftylcd it, was pofleifed by the former, and the 
north part by the latter. From the Caledonii, CalidOnes, 
Deucaledonii, or Dicalidones, as they are ftyled by dif. 
ferent authors, the north.part of Britain was called Caledo¬ 
nia. No mention is made of the Pi£b either by Tacitus or p^ 
Ptolemy s but under that denomination the Caledonians 
were comprehended in Conftantine’s time; “I do not men- 
tion (fays Euroenius in his panegyric upon that prince) the 
woods and marflies of the CaledonianS and other Pifts*.* 

And Ammianus Marcellinus writing of the time of Valen- 
tinian and Valens: “ The Pi£ts (Tays he), under which de¬ 
nomination are comprehended the JjjpCajidones and the 
Vefturidnes, the Attacotti likewife, srivarlike nation, and 
the Scotti, roaming about, committed great.devaftatiotu V’ 

|ience it is manifeft, that in the reigns of thofe two princes, 

> Eumen. Panrgyr. Coni}, cap. j, *> Ammiao. Marcell. lib. 

pxvii. qip, 18. Valef. cap. 18. 
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the Attaeotti, and the Scotti or Scots, were two different 
nations from the Caledonii and the Pj£ls. Thus far of the 
inhabitants of Britain, of their towns and territories, while 
thf Romans were mailers of the iiland, in the defcription 
of which we have followed Ptolemy, Antoninus, and our 
beft modern antiquaries : but after all, we cannot pretend 
<exa£Uy to afcertain the bounds of fo many different nations, 
fubjedt to fuch a number of kings who were continually 
making encroachments upon each other. 

( We cannot difmiis this fubjedt without defcribing the 
walls or ramparts raifed by the Roman emperors in this 
iiland, to fecure the countries belonging to Rome againit 
tlfe incurfionsof the northern Barbarians. That three walls 
were eredled for that purpofe by three different emperors, 
is manifeft from *hiftory. Of thefe the firft and*Iiithermoil 
Adrian's was, without all doubt, the work of Adrian; for Spartian 
voad. tells us in exprefs terms, that he was the firft who by a wall 

or rampart eighty miles in length, feparated the Romans 
and Barbarians c . This wall is, by our beft antiquaries, 
placed between'Sol way-frith and Tinmouth ; and, indeed, 
confidering its extent, it can be placed no where elfe. This 
t wall or rampart was made fays Spartian, in modum muralis 
Jipii, or fcpti, thet is, after the manner of a mural-hcd^e, 
with large ftakes fixed deep in the ground, and faftened to¬ 
gether. Upon it ftood Pons ASlia, perhaps Pont Eland in 
Northumberland, Claffis /Elja, Cohors /Elia, and Ala Sa- 
biniana, which took their names from AElius Adrianus and 
his wife Sabina. c In the reign of Antoninus Pius, the fuc- 
ceffor of Adrian, the Brigantes revolted 5 butLollius Urbi- 
cus, then governor of Britain, having overcome them, and 
driven back the Barbarians, built another wall of turf or 
earth, fays Capitolinus, in the life of Antoninus Pius'*. 
Antoninus's As n0 ancient writer mentions the place where this fe- 
Wull. cond wall was built, it is impdffihle to determine it with 
any certainty. 1 Some learned antiquaries plage it between 
the friths of' wbrth and Clyde : but Camden and Brietius, 
Upon the authority e of a very ancient chorographical table, 
are of opinion, that it began at the mouth of the Taus or 
Tweed, and was fcarried«fouthward to the head of the E$k 
in Eflcdale, fo as to, fecure the eaft coaft, and inclofe part 
of the country of 30 fikOttadini. 

Snitrui's That a third wall was built by the emperor Severus is 
Watt. evident from Spartiart'jwho, in the life of that prince, tells 
u 9 ; that he feettred Britain with a wall carried on crofs the 

* Spartian.lti Adrian, cap. 11. a Capitol, in Antonin Pio, 
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ifland from fea to fea The hithermoft wall was, as we 
have obferved already, built by Adrian, not\with done, but 
turf or earth, and defended by a rampart, and (harp flakes 
driven deep into the ground. However, it is Certain, that 
afterwards a ftone wall was built in the fame place; &ut 
when, or by what emperor, we cannot determine. The re¬ 
mains of this wall were (till to be feen in Camden’s time (K). 
On the north fide of the wall was a ditch twelve yards 
broad. In fome places it is fix yards deep, hewn out of the 
folid rock : the wall itfelf was about eight*feet thick, and 
in very few places built upon that of Adrian. CaWen 
imagines»this to be the wall that was built by the Romans 
about the middle of the fifth century, upon their abanddto- 
ing the illand : but one legion only was then fcntover* and 
that was f*on after recalled; and could ’one legion, in a 
very fhort time, and in great hafte to return, build, even 
with the afliftance of the Britons, a ftone wall eight feet in 
breadth, twelve in height, and eighty miles in length l 
This appears incredible, and, therefore, we are inclined to 
think, that this laft wall was built upon tha* of Severus be¬ 
tween Bodotria and Glota, where, in BuchananVtime, were 
difcovered the remains of a ftone wall f . 

Bub of all the noble works in Britain, Stonehenge ih 
Wiltfliire is juftly efteemed by all antiquaries the moft an¬ 
cient, as well as the moft curious,’both for the ftupendous 
fize and the elegant difpofitiori of the ftones that form that 
fabric, of which we promifed in a former chapter to give 
our readers fuch atr account as might help them to form an 
idea of the excellent tafte of thofe druids, who were the 
projeflors and conductors of it; and might ferve to (hew 
the nature and defign of all other works of this kind that 
are extant in any parts of Europe (L), where they bores, 
any authority. 

The 

• Spart, in Tit. Sever, pap,. |S. 1 Buchan. Her. Scott- lib. iy, 

fiib rege 27. 

(K) That learned antiquary where the ruins of * great caftle 
taaced it with great care, and', Were to be' feen. Afterwards 
Recording to tbeaccount he gives palling the rivers Irthing and 
11s of it, it began at Blatobul- ^entered Nortbumt 

glum, or Bulnels, on the Iri/h beri^ad, «ad through tjiofe 
fea, kept along the fide of Sol- mountains along the ri ter So'utb- 
way-frith by Burgh-upon-Sands Tyne,iva“Cftotinucd by a bridge 
fo Lugovallum, now Carlifle, over North-Tyue, and ended 
where ltpaffed the Itunaor E. at the German ocean, 
den. Thence it was carried on (L) Though there are maajf 
profs the little river of Cambeck, of thefe to be found in Ger- 
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The name of Stonehenge being of Saxon extract, and 
figmfying barejy a heap of hanging o^gallows ftones, is fo 
contemptible a denomination for fo noble a wort, as plainly 
implies it was reared long before their coming into England; 
Had they been the builders of it, or capable of judging of 
5 ”'^ of that work, or had any traces of its 

builders, and their defign in it, remained in their time, they 
would doubdefs have called it by a much more honourable 
name. The ancient Britons fpokc of it only by long and 
immemorial trafiition, as of a Wk far above human power: 
and called it in their language choir ghaur, which fome in¬ 
terpret the choir or dance of giants, on account of a general 
nation that ran through all thofe countries, where fuch 
heaps of vail ftones were fet up, that they were the works 
ot giants or daemons; and yet, if it was in reality a ftruc- 
ture raifed by the druids for religious purpofes, one would 
unagine^it muft have had another name among the Britons 
who profefled that religion, and doubdefs went thither at 
Hated times to worfhip. Be that as it may, antiquaries 
are now generally agreed that this work is previous to the 
fix ft defeent. of the Romans ; though with rcfpe& to its ufe, 
they are divided in opinion.' The greater part, however, 
beb f ve it to hav<i been a temple ; while others imagine it 
was a fepttfehrsjJ monument. ^ 

HtfiriM. This fabric is.frtuated'on Salifbury plain, about two miles 

fn^nW ber ^M fy i a " d flX ' r0m Salifbur y> not upon the 
furnmit of a bill, blit very near it; the approach being by 

a verytafy afeent. It is a double circled great upright 
Hone,, .exhibiting a very awful and auguft appearance : the 
circumference of it exceeds that of the outfide of St. Paul’s 
cupola o the height of the outward cornice is eighteen feet 

lorTh^f’ * PA that t r C inner twent y- f oux at a medium ; 
for thefe are .not all of equal height: the height of the 

curve’of C th’ ^7 dIipfiS) b L e . ars a j uft proportion to the 
r , e clrcu mference, which is above one hundred 

If thefeV 850 "- I™'* ^ ° f itj thou g h at prefent fome 
wl eUh l r ^°°P ln 8) or by long time being funk 

*?" of the proportion above-men¬ 
tioned. The bohlenefs of their lights and,fliades» as well 

h ?■*?' 

HnZ’ * raba, «» fhe Rpman power never reach- 

l r<t n0 ' cd - They^tobe feen in aft 
a8mtheBn ^ lhe i(lands between Scotland 
*V> «**"»** Our author and Ireland, in the ifle of Man 

obferve, from the very Land’s in all the Orkneys, a nd a m n ^ 
End in Cornwall to the urmod merous in Ireland 
pomonfoty in Scotland, where 
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as the variety arifing from their circular form, add to tTie 
elegance of the proved!; fo that it is not Vithout reafon 
that our great Jones blamed Mr. Camden for calling it fo 
contemptuoufly as he doth in his Britannia, “ infaria fub- 
ftrnftio.” 

The whole is inclofed within a circular ditch, at the dif- 
tance of thirty-five yard's from the external circle. The whole 
work is about one hundred and eight feet in diameter; the 
outward circle con lifted of fijtty Hones, of.which one half 
were upright, and the other, impoHs, laid over the tops of tbe 
former, to which they were fixed by mortices and tenons; 
the leflerVircle Handing about eight feet within the other, 
confifled of forty leffer Hones Handing upright, without any 
impoHs. Seventeen uprights of the great circle are Hill 
Handing, ;frid ten of the other; fome are removed from 
their places ; and fome are fallen. Within both circles is 
an adytum, or cell, compofed of upright ftonft, Snd over 
every three of thefe an impofl. The whole height of the 
outward circle, including the thicknefs of the impoH, a- 
mounts to ten cubits and a half; and the l<Higtli of the im- 
poH over the grand entrance, to eleven feet ten inches; from 
which dimenfions the reader may conceive an idea of the 
prodigious bulk of thofe Hones, efpecially When heconfiderS 
that befides what appears above t^e furface of the earth, 
there muH be a confiderable mafs under ground to give a 
proper Hability to each. He will alfo refled! with wonder 
upon the mechanical power which muH have been ejeerted, 
not only in moving thofe huge maffes fixteen miles from 
Marlborough Downs, from whence they appear to have 
been taken; but alfo in railing and fixing fuch immenfe 
impoHs upon the tops of the uprights. The Hone at the 
upper end of the cell, which is fallen and broke, has been 
found to weigh above forty tons, and would require one 
hundred and forty oxen to draw it: they feem to have been 
firH fet up, and then coarfeiy chizzeled ; but are quite def- 
titue of ornament, fculpture, or infeription of any kind. 
Upon the whole, Stonehenge exhibitf one of the moH 
flriking feenes of ancient ruins now extant. It Hands in 
lift middle of an extenfive plain, jhterfperfed with a great 
number of circular mounts called barrows, of different di- 
men lions. The largeH is inclofed with a ditch, a hundred 
cubits in diameter; thefe are fet thicker and clofer in one 
place, and thinner at another. ®Upon digging fome of them 
up, there have been found human bones, urns, fome kinds 
of beads, and. other pieces of glafs, cryfial, jet, amber, and 
many female trinkets, of different colours and metals; 
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a,fo faorde, hatchets, and other weapons «, which plainly 
end'other {hew them todiave been burying-plases; but whether of 
ihiugt the ancient Britons, Romans, Saxons, or Danes, is not eafy 
digged out to determine ; though that they belonged to the fir ft feems 
efyhiiA ^toft probable (M). Thefe barrows, however, are fo thick 
about the neighbourhood of Stonehenge, that from fome 
The greet heights a perfon can count one hundred and twenty-eight b . 
Humbert of Among them one may obferce, in fome places, two of more, 
item, fometimes to the number of fix orfeven, inclofed in the 
fame circle or ciitch, of which one is larger than the reft, 
and feems to be the tomb of fonle head of a family, and 
the .reft that of the family itfelf. The moil remarkable of 
Thai of aM is that called the tomb of king Carvifius, who, at the 
ting tar- head of the Iceni, fought againft Julius Csefar. It ftands 
vifmi. on t j, e other fide'of Wilton, anciently Carvitiunf, fo named 
as » fuppofed from that monarch. It is fituated on an emi¬ 
nence, sndNxf a confuleraWe height; has four tall ftately 
trees planted on the top, and affords an extenfive profpe£t 
That railed of Salifbury audits neighbourhood. The other, called Bufli- 
Bu/hbar- barrow, is beautifully planted by the fhepherds, and coiri- 
rtw. mands the profpeft of Stonehenge, of the curfus, or an-* 
cient races, and of all the barrows around that plain, be- 
fidaj) a moft elegwit and fpacious landscape. 1 

Stonehenge But thefe barrows evidently appear to have been burying-* 
probably places, and to. bear a kind of relation to the fabric itfelf, 
eftpulchral w hj c h is, as it were, the cepter and kebla of them. Will 
monument. nQt t y s j e fl; r0 y our f U ppofition of the latter being likewife 
a fepthcbral monument ? Will it not appear abfurd to fup-> 
pofe fuch a noble fabric to have been fubfervient to the 
fame ends with thofe hillocks which are feen around it ? 


g Stonehenge Restored, p. 10, 43, & feq, a Ibid, p. 45. 

& plate xxxi- & feq. 

(M) The Via Icenia, or Ik- rows, there was abroad fword 
cning-ftreet, a road made by takeu out of one, and fent to 
the Romans, which reached Oxford j in another Was found' 
from Noriolk into Dorfctfhire, a weapon of the fame metal like 
infringes upon one oiMtofe bar- a pole-ax, which weighed twen- 
rows, and crofles fome pgrt of tv pounds: out of a third tyas 
it; from which it is leaibiftble dug a brafs inftriunent, called 
to conclude, that thefe barrows celt, fuppofed to have belonged 
were older than that road (1). to fome druid, and to have been 
Beiides thofe human and other ufed for cutting the mifleto off 
bones, and materials, whi M' the oaks. ° 

Bate been dug out of thefe bar- 

(0 Stukeley’i Stonehenge, p. 3 , Sc feq. 

find 
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and will it not be more reasonable to fuppofe it to have been 
a temple, than a monument ? We fbould <have made no 
difficulty of admitting it to be fuch a temple, had we not 
fo many convincing arguments, that neither Celtes, por 
Gauls and Britons, had any fuch buildings till long after 
the coming of the Romans. However, to fhew that our Some cm- 
conje&ure is not really fo inconfiflcnt as it may appear at jeilurei 
the firft fight, we fhall obferve, firft, that there is a mani- 
fell difference between a mopument apd a^burying-place j. 
and that the latter is defigned only to inclofe the remains, 
and the other to preferve the memory of the deceafed. Thefe 
might beuppropriated for the fepulture of great perfonpges; 
and this to burn their bodies, to be afterwardsdepofited In 
urns, and conveyed to their proper burying-place the 
ftone fabrit might be the fepulchre of kings, or of the chief 
druid, and confequently deferve greater magnificence j or, 
laftly, it might be the center of kebla, in other wards, the 
point of view, or rather of diftance, to all the reft, ere£led 
at the change of the whole nation, defigned not only as a 
magnificent monument, or rather an open atid majeftic edi¬ 
fice for the performance of funeral rites to the whole peo¬ 
ple, and more efpecially to thofe of a fuperior rank and 
merit,* but likewife to ascertain the property of each Har¬ 
row to its refpeflive family, by thepiumber of cubits or fur¬ 
longs they flood eaft or weft from it; for that they bad a 
clear notion of the points of the compafs, and of geometry, 
is evident from the very planting, ftrudlure, fituation, and 
fymmetry of the fabric. , 

The three walls which we have already deferibed, were Britaimi* 
in different times the boundaries of the Roman empire, di- Superior 
viding Britannia Romana from Britannia Barbara ; which J . Itt ' 
laft appellation they gave to that part of Britain not fubje& J 
to Rome. Britannia Romana was divided into Britannia 
Superior, and Britannia Inferior, or Upper and Lower Bri¬ 
tain : the former reached from the Channel at leaft as far as 
Chefter, comprehending both England and Wales, as they 
are now ftyled ; for on one hand we r^uj> in Dio Caffius, 
that the legio fecunda Augufta was quartered in Upper Bri¬ 
tan ; and on the other, in Ptolepny, that it had its ftation 
at Ifca Silurum, now Caer-Lheon, *baut four miles from 
the Severn in Monmouthfbire. Dio Caffius alfo tells us, 
that the legio vigefima, called likewife Valeriana and Vic- 
trix, was quartered in Upper^fcritain and both Ptolemy 
and Antoninus determine the place, Deva, now Chefter, on 
the Deva, now the Uee. The legio fexta Vi&rix is placed 
by Dio Caffius m Lower Britain; and by Antoninus, as 
well as by Ptolemy, at Eboucum, or ¥ork, which flood in 
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Lower Britain. Under this divifion was coffiprifed onfy 
that part of Britain which was fubje£lj,to the Romans, the 
othermprc northern part being diftinguiflied by the name 
of Britannia Barbara : this divifion owed, without all doubt, 
its origin to the emperor Severus, who having fettled the 
affairs of Britain, divided it, as we read in Herodian, into 
twotprefeftures. Before that prince’s reign, no mention is 
made of any divifion of Britain ; and Ptolemy, who divides 
Germany, Pannonia, and Mcefia, into Upper and Lower, 
tajtes no notice of any fuch divifion in his defcription of 
Britain ; a convincing proof*that when he wrote, that is, 
in.the reign of Marcus Antoninus, this divifion was not yet 
i.tftraduced, If Severus was, as he feems to have been, the 
aytthbr of this divifion, Britannia Inferior extended to the 
iithmus between‘Glota and Bodotria, where he built a wall, 
parting Britannia Romana from Britannia Barbara, 

Britain di- Britannia Romana, comprehending the Upper and Lower 
wdidinto Britain, was firft divided, probably by Conftantine the 
mtrnmnts. ^ rea L * nto f° ur governments ; Britannia Prima_, Britannia 
Secunda, Fiavi* Caefarienfis, and Maxima Ctefarienfis. Bri¬ 
tannia Prima lay between the Channel on one fide, and the 
Thames and the Severn on the other ; Britannia Secunda 
feaohed from the*Serern to the Irifli fea ; Flavia Caefi-rienfis 
was inclofed by the Thames, the Severn, and the Humber; 
and Maxima Csefarienfis extended from the Humber to A- 
drian’s Wall. To thefe was,acfded afterwards the province 
of Valentia, probably fo called by the emperor Valentinian 
from Sis brother Valens ; for, in the reign of Valentinian, 
this country, extending from Adrian’s Wall to the friths of 
Bodotria and Glota, was recovered by Theodofius, father 
of the emperor of that name. This divifion we have taken 
from the Breviary which Sextus Rufus wrote, and dedicated 
to the emperor Valentinian. Some imperfect copies of this 
work omit Flavia Caefarienfis; and one of thefe Camden 
has followed. 

E ac h of thefe provinces had its particular magiftrate, 
man ^ £Mne a confular, others only a praefes or prefident. They 
•vermtent were all, according*to the Notitia, fubjefl to the vicarius of 
m Britain. Britain, as he was to the praefe&us prxtorio of Gaul, one 
of the four praefe^ti^pnetorio inftituted by Conftantine, 
Vktir <ivil The vicar of Britain had feveral officers under him, for the 
gevera • better and more expeditious adminiftration of civil affairs; 

namely, his piin$feps or lieutenant; a cornicularius, who 
publifhed the fentences and decrees of the vicar and other 
magiftrates, and was fo called from cornu, a horn, with 
the founding 6f which he commanded filence in the court; 
two Burner a tii or accountants, whofe province it waa to 

take 
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bke an account of the public revenues 5 a commehtariehfis 
or gaoler, fo called /rom the corpmentaria %r kalendars of 
the prifoners, which he kept, and delivered to the judges; 
officers called ab attis, that is, public notaries, who wrote 
teftaments, contracts, and other inftruments ; fecretaries 
called de cura, and de cura epiftolarum, whofe office it was 
to write and fend letters and dil'patches from the governors 
of the provinces to the emperor, or to each other. Befides 
a great number of petty officers, informers, jjurfuivants, and 
apparitors, the vicar had under him the governors of the 
five above mentioned provinces, who were three prefidents, 
and two oonfulars ; for by prefidents were governed Britan¬ 
nia Prima, Btitannia Secunda, and Flavia Csefarienfis s and 
the other two, Maxima Csefarienfis and Valentia, by con* 
fulars j asfcppeafs from the Notitia, ancf this difpofition 
was agreeable to the cuftom of the Romans, who, on the 
decline of the empire, committed to confulars theScare of 
thofe provinces only, that, lying next to the enemy, were 
molt expofed to their attempts. The vicar had the power 
of reverfing the judgments and decrees of the other gover* 
nors ; and with the fame power was the prtefecius praatorio 
of Gaul veiled, over the judgments and decrees of the vicdr. # 

The esfigns of the vicar’s office were*a l*>ok of mandates 
in a green cover, and five caftles placed on the triangular 
form of the ifland, with the names of the five above men¬ 
tioned provinces which they rpprefented h 

By the vicar, and the governors of the five provinc£g un¬ 
der him, was the civil government adminiftered. As to tbe 
military, it was executed by the three chief officers under 
the magifter militum of the weft ; the comes Britanniarum, 
the comes litoris Saxonici, and the dux Britanniarum. No Comet Sri . 
mention is made in the Notitia of the troops under the tanniarum. 
command of the count of Britain, nor of the places under 
his jurifdi£tion 5 but as the other two commanded on the 
coafts, and in the northern parts of Britain, We conclude 
from thence, that the inland and fouth.partof the ifland - 
was fubje£l to his command. The conges litoris Saxonici, Comes li- 
or count of the Saxon fhore, whofe province it was to cover tons Saxo- 
th® eaftern coaft lying oppofite jSermany, and prevent 
the Saxon pirates from ravaging the country, had eight 
praepofiti under his command, and one tribune; the pra- 
pofitus or commander of the numerus or cohort of the Fer- 
tenfes, quartered at Othona, thought to be Haftings •, the 
praepofitus of the Tungricani at Dubris or Dover'} the prse- 
pofitus of the Turnacenfes at Lemanis or Lime ; the prae- 

* Vide Pancirol, in Notif. Imoerii. 
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fofitns of the Branodunenfes, who were Dalmatian boric, 
at Branodunurfi or Brancafter in Norfolk} the prsepofitus 
of the Stablefian horfe at Gariannonum or Caftor, near 
Yarmouth ; the prsepofitus of the fecond legion, called Au~ 
gufta, quartered at Rutupise or Riehborough ; the prsepo¬ 
fitus of the Abulci.at Anderida or Mewenden; and the 
prsepofitus of the exploratores, whofe office it was to dis¬ 
cover the Rate and motions of the enemy, atPortus Adurrri, 
or Ederington, f in Suflex. The tribune commanded under 
the prsepofitus of the legion. 

DWr Sri- The dux Britanniarum hid under him fourteen praepo- 

umnmrun. (jti; namely, the prsepofitus of the fixth legion t ’quartered 
at York or Eboracum ; the prsepofitus of the Dalmatian 
horfe at PrseGdium, or Patrington in Holdernefie ; the pr®- 
pofitus of the Cfrifpian horfe at Danum or Dodfcafter; the 
prsepofitus of the Catafra&arian horfe at Morbium, perhaps 
Morefb^, in Cumberland the prsepofitus of the Barcarii 
Tigritenfes at Arbeia or Jerby, in the fame county; the 
prsepofitus of the Nervii Di&enfes at Diftis or Diganwy, in 
Caemarvonftile ; the prsepofitus of the Vigiles or fcouts at 
Concangii or Kendal, in WeRmorland ; the prsepofitus of 
the Exploratores at Laratres or Bowes, in Yorkffiire ; the 
prsfcpofnus of thfc Dlretli at Veter® or Burgb-upo'h-Stan- 
more, in Weftmorland; the prsepofitus of the Defenfores at 
Broconiocum orBougham, in the fame county ; the prsepo¬ 
fitus of the Solenfes at Magona, thought by Camden to be 
MacJjleneth, in Montgomeryfhire ; the prsepofitus of the Pa- 
cenfes at Magi or Old Radnor; the prsepofitus of the Lon- 
gonicarii at Longonicus or Langchefter, in the biffioprick of 
Durham ; and laftly, the prsepofitus of the Derventioneafes, 
fo called from Derventio, where they were quartered, a 
town upon the Derwent, feven miles from York, thought 
to be Auldby. All thefe prsepofiti are named in the Noti- 
tia, with the places where they were quartered. 

A gutril Befides thefe forces, a ftrong guard or watch was kept on 

’ *he wall, or, as the Notitia exprefies it, along the line of 
the wall, * per litjeam valli.” Here was pofted the tribune 
of the fourth cohort of the Largi, at a place called Segodu- 
Bum, now Seaton, oft, the fea-coaft of Northumberland. 
The.tribune of the cohort of the Comonii had his Ration at 
Pons $ilii or Portland, in Northumberland : this bridge 
ana probably made by order of the emperor Filins Adrianus- 
The tribune of the ala of the Aftores was quartered at Cori- 
dercum or Chefter-upon-the-Street, in the biffioprick of 
Durham. Next to hist was Rationed the tribune of the 
firlf €ohort of the Frixagi at Vindobala, as we read in the 
Notitia, or Vjndomora, as it is flyled in the Itinerary, the 
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former name Importing, in the Britiih language, finis muri, 
and the latter finis vififi; and hence the place is now called 
Ihe WalPs-erid, in Northumberland, the river Tyne ferv- 
ing, perhaps, inftead of a rampart, from this place to the 
fea. The prefe£t of the ala Saviniana was polled at Hun- 
num, which Camden conje&ures to be Sevenlhale, in the 
Tame county. The prefect of the fecond ala of the Aftores 
lay at Cilurnum, which fome take for Cillerford, and fome 
for Sciliceller-on-the-Wall, Jikewife in Northumberland. 

The tribune of the firft cohort^of the Batavi was ftation?d 
at Procolitia, according to fome Colchefter upon the Tyne. 

The tribune of the firft cohort of the Tungri was quartered 
at Borcovicus or Borwick, in Northumberland. The tri¬ 
bune of the fourth cohort of the Gauls at Vindolatta, or 
Winchefter-on-the-Wail. The tribune of the firft cohort of 
the Aftores at JEfica, thought {o be Netherly on jhe Elk, 

In Cumberland. The tribune of the fecond cohort of the 
Dalmat* at Magni, a place without all doubt near the wall, 
and not Radnor, called by the fame name^. The tribune 
of the firft cohort Ailia at Amboglanna, according to fome 
Willoford, in Cumberland, according to Camdert Amble- 
fide, in Weftmorland. The praefeft of the ala Petriana at. 

Perithfin Cumberland. The pra:fe£t*of *the Mauri Aure- 
liani at Aballaba, or Appleby, in Weftmorland. The tri*> 
bune of the fecond cohort of the Largi at Congavata, or 
P.ofe-caftle, near Carlifle, in Cumberland. The tribune of 
the cohort of the Hifpani at Aselodunum, nowHexhoaaj in 
Northumberland, The tribune of the fecond cohort of 
Thracians at Gabrofentum, Gatefhead, clofe. to Newcaftle. 

The tribune of the firft cohort, called ^Elia Clailica, at Tun- 
nocellem, or Tinmouth : this cohort, Camden thinks, was 
employed in naval affairs, being induced to adopt this opi¬ 
nion by the furname of Claffica given it in the Notitia. 

That the Romans kept fome veiTels on the Tyne, to Somtvtfi- 
hinder the Caledonians from mafeingdefeents on their ter- fils kept by 
Jritories, is riot improbable t for that they maintained a t!u R ‘~ 
fleet in the ports of this ifland, is manifcftfrom a law ftili 
extant in the Pande&s, wherein mentiottis made by Javo- * * J?W ‘ 
leifus of Seius Saturninus, archigbbernus, or admiral, 
of the Britiih fleet k . The tribune of the firft cohort of the 
Morini was Rationed at Glannobnnta, thought by Camden 
to have flood on the Wentfbeek, in Cumberland. The tri¬ 
bune of the third cohort of the Nervli at Alione, now 
Whltley-caftle, in Wdlmorland. The cuheus of the Ar¬ 
matures is placed by the Notitia at Brementuracum, a fta- 
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tior\ near the wall, and not in the neighbourhood of Preflorr, 
in £anca(hire,rfixty miles diftant from„the wall, as Camden 
maintains. The pnefed of the firft ala Hercules had his 
Ihtfion at Oienacum, or Ellenborough, in Cumberland, where 
many monuments of antiquity have been difcovered. The 
tribune of the fixth cohort of the Nervii is iafli mentioned in 
the Notitia, and placed at VeroGdium, thought to be Were- 
wich upon the Eden, near Carlille. All thefe forces were 
appointed to defend the limit, that is, to fecuTe the wall, 
npder the command of the dux Britanniarum. Thefe 
three officers, namely, the c«mcs Britanniarum, the comes 
litoris Saxonici, and the dux Britanniarum, were equal in 
ffofrer, but fubordinate to the vicar. The forces maintained 
in Britain, under the two latter officers, amounted, accord¬ 
ing to Panciroluk, to nineteen thoufand two hundred foot, 
and feventeen hundred horfe. Of the troops under the 
comes Eritamiiarum, we find no account in the Notitia ; 
Pancirolus thinks, becaufe the greater part of the illand was 
then in the power of the Barbarians : but this reafon might 
have ferved againft enumerating the- forces uncler the two 
other commanders ; for, at the very time the Notitia was 
, compiled, the Britons were, by frequent eni'baffies, folicit- 
htng the'emperor, and his officers in Gaul, for alliance ; 
which they could not have wanted, had the fourth part of 
Ihe troops, fet.down in the Notitia, been quartered towards 
the wall. In the times before the Notitia, no mention is 
made of the comes Britanniarum, but only of the dux and 
the'ffS dries traclus maritimi, called comes litoris Saxo’nici, 
when the Saxon pirates began to infeft the coafts. The 
firlt vicar of Britain we find mentioned in hiftory, and pro¬ 
bably the firft whoi with that title, governed here, is Peca- 
tiantts, tq. whom we find an edit! dire&ed in 319, enaft- 
ingi that one decuriofhould not be bound to pay the taxes 
that were due from another 1 . The authority of the count 
of the Saxon fhore was thought to have been confined within 
Britain, till it was, by the teamed Selden, extended to the 
oppofite coafts of Cimbria, Batavia, Belgica, and Armo¬ 
rica™} for 4» th^fti he finds the name of litus Saxonicum 
given by ^Vfiters W thofe times, no doubt, from that 
feeing Uifcftedhj t}ie Saxon pirates. 

'■ T be count of Britain had for his enfigns a book of man¬ 
dates, .and the iffand reprefented in a triangular form • the 
count of the Saxon ftiore a purple book, with nine cables, 
rep re tenting the nine places where the praspofiti and tribune 

Vn de f° d ;T c h ^. |i kxivtit. 7 . dat. „ calend.De- 
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tander "his command were quartered: and the dux llkewife 
a purple book, withahe fourteen places wh&re the prxfe&s 
uuder him were ftatipned. Of thefe munitions or’forts, 
fourteen have over them the names we have mentioned ; 
but the firft has only the word fexts:, fignifying, we fitppofc, 
the ftation of the Gxth legion, which was quartered at 
York; whence that city is ftyled by Antoninus, in his 
Itinerary, Eboracum legio fexta ; and, in a coin of Sevcrus, 
col. eboracum legio vi. \jctr ix..If the power and ju- 
rifdiflion of the count of the Saxon fhore bad extended,to 
the oppofite coafts of Gaul arftl Germany, as Selden main¬ 
tains, mention would have been made in the Notitia of the 
foices under his command in thofe places ; but as the Nb- 
titia is quite filent upon that head, and, in the enfigns of 
that office^, we find only the names of nin*e Britifh towns or 
garrifons, we conclude from thence, that his authority was 
confined to this ifland. Ilis tfoops were quartered in fe- 
veral towns 6r flations along the coaft from Kent to the 
moft northern part of Norfolk. The more northern coafts, 
and that facingi'Ireland, with the inland countries in thofe 
parts, were under the juril’diction of the dux Britanniarum ; 
for Danum, now Doncafter, feems to have been the moft, 
fouthem ftation of his troops. Theft ftations, defigndd at 
firft for camps, called in Latin caftra, grew, by degrees, 
into cities; and this is the origin of almoft all our great 
cities and towns, built either .in the fame places where the 
Toman camps were fituated, or at a fmall diftance from 
them. This obfervation holds efpecialiy in thofe' J pIace$ 
whofe names end in chejler or ccjier , derived from the 
Latin word caftra ; for, to this day, ftatio/is or forts 
near the Pi&s wall, the remains of which are to be feen in 
feveral places, are, by the common people, called chefters". 

To maintain a communication between one ftation and ThtRtman 
another, and for the convenience of the armies when they highways. 
marched, or of the governor? when they vifited the pro¬ 
vinces, the troops, in peaceable times, were employed in 
making roads or 'caufeways, called v^se militares, confu- 
lares, prstorise, and ttratae, publiese, As no fewer than a 
bund red and fourteen manfions > through fifteen different 
roads are mentioned in the Itinerary, and in the Notitia 
forty-fix garrifons, to wit, nine on the fea-cOaft, under the 
command of the comes litoris Saxonici, fourteen mare in¬ 
land, and twenty-three per lineam valli, or along the wall, 
under the jurifdiftionof the dux BritanniafSm, many high¬ 
ways muft have been made for palling, according to the 

» Vide Burton. Comment, in Antonin. Inner. 
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Romas euftom, from one place, however diftant, to an* 
other. Our historians, indeed, mention only four of note ; 
but, in a province fo abounding with nations, camps, for-, 
trefles, and cities, there mult, without all doubt, have been 
a glreat many more. Had the Notitia given us an account 
of the forces and places, under the command of the dux 
Britanniarum, as well as of the other two great officers, we 
ihould have come to the knowlege of more cities and places 
Of confequence in this iff and ; for Bede tells us out of Gil— 
das, who flourifhed r about thfc time the Notitia was corn- 
polled, that, in thofe days, there were twenty-eight ftately 
cities, befides innumerable cattles, fortified with ftrong 
walls, towers, and gates 

The four ways, or, as we call them, ftreets, mentioned by 
pur hiftorians, ane, Watling-ftreet, fo called, asjjs conjec¬ 
tured, either from Vitellianus a Roman, perhaps employed 
in makiqg it, or from a Saxon word fignifying a beggar , it 
being much frequented by beggars : this way is thought 
by feme to have reached from Dover to Cardigan in Wales; 
by others to ha^e extended from Dover to the coaft oppofite 
Anglefey, palling through London, Dunttable, Towcefter, 
■dllerfton, and crofling the Severn near the Wrekin in 
'fihrpplhire. Thq.Fofs-way, fo called perhaps, becapfc, in 
feme places, it was never perfe&ed, but left like a ditch, 
This way is thought to have reached from Totnes to 
Lincoln, and from Lincoln to Caithnefs, the moll nor¬ 
thern point in Scotland. Ikenild-ftreet, fo called, per- 
hap»r*from Iceni: it led from Southampton to York, and 
from thence to Tinmoutb. Ermine, or Erminage-ftreet, 
reaching from St. David's to Southampton p . Befides thefe. 
We fiqd tvtfo othef* mentioned in hiftory, namely, Julia 
Strata, in Monpaouthifaire, made, as Camden conjeftures, 
by Julius Erontinus, who fubdued the Silures ; and Strata 
Marcella, mentioned by Giraldus Cambrenlis, as lying at a 
fmall diftance from Julia Strata. The former is thought to 
have been the work of Ulphts Marcellus, the propraetor of 
Britain in the reign of Commodus- 
The forces pmpl#yed in the defence of Britain were all 
foreigners, as the reader, muft have obfei ved, the Romapq 
she Roman not thinking it fafe to tfjift the natives, who, perhaps, would 
mrmiei. have defended thpir country with more vigour and refolu- 
tion |gainft the Barbarians $ but might,- when mailers of 
all the ftrong place#, have turned their arms againft their 
inafters, aqd fliaken off the yoke. To prevent any fuph de? 


Sever#! 
reefs of 
Britons in 


•Bed. Hjll. lib.i. ejp. |. 
Antonin. 
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Ggn, the Romans tranfplanted into other countries the nu¬ 
merous levies raifedhere. It appears fromjhe Notitia, and 
feveral ancient infcriptions, that bodies of Britiih troops 
were difperfed almoft over the whole empire : for we find 
the following corps mentioned, namely, Ala Britanhica 
milliaria. Ala quarta Britonum in ASgypto, Cohors prima 
JElia Britonum, Cohors tertia Britonum, Cohors feptima 
Britonum, Cohors vicefima fexta Britonum in Armorica, 
Britanniciani fub magiftro peditum, Invi&i juniores Bri- 
tanniciani, ex cubitores juftiores Brftanfticiani, Britones 
cum magiftro equitum Gallia/um, Invicli juniores Britofaes 
intra H^fpaniam, Britones feniores in Illyrico. Thefe dif¬ 
ferent corps were fupplied, from time to time, out of this 
ifland. No wonder, therefore, that Britain, exhaufted and 
•deprived §f its youth by fuch numerous levies, became, 
upon the withdrawing of the foreign troops quartered there, 
a prey to the northern Barbarians. 


S E C T. II. 

The Hi/lory of Britain , front the firjl carding of Julius 
C&far to its Defertkn by the Romans. 

TJ RIT AIN was but little known to the Romans till the C*far's 
^ time of J ulius Csefar, who, having carried his viftorious JfJI er P e ‘ 
arms to the oppofite coaft of "Gaul, Separated from Britain 
by a narrow channel, formed the defign of bringj.qffi the - 
Britons, as he had already done the mofbwarlike nations of 
Gaul, under the dominion of Rome. Whatever was the 
real motive that urged him to this undertaking, whether 
his unbounded ambition, and thirft of glory, which appears 
mod likely, or the hopes of enriching himfelf with the 
Britiih pearls, as we read in Suetonius', the pretence he 
alleged was, that, in all the wars of Gaul, the Britons had 
ailifted, with confiderablefupplies, the enemies of the re¬ 
public. Upon this either real or pretended provocation', he 
attempted to pafs over into Britain, and, by the conqueft of 
this ifland, increafe the reputation which he had already ac¬ 
quired in Gaul. As the fummes was already far fpent, and 
winter came on very early in thefe northern climates, he 
was fenfible, that the time of the year would not allow him 
to finifh the war. However, he thought it would be no 
fmall advantage to view the ifland, to learn the temper, 
cuftoms, and manners, of the inhabitants, and to get fome 
kuowlege of tfeeir ports and havens, then viiitcd by non# 
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but merchants, who: were acquainted with the coaft lying 
oppofite Qaul, ^ut fee med utter ft rangers to the reft of the 
country.: for, being called together hy Cxfar from all parts, 
they cquki net inform him of what extent the ifland was •, by 
whit nations, and how powerful, it was peopled ; how they 
pnderftood,the art of war; by what cuftoms they were go¬ 
verned ; or what ports were capable of receiving a fleet of 
great (hips. 

In order, therefore, to difeover what he could not learn 
of the merchants, h<J-difpatched C. Volufenus with a galley, 
commanding him to return a^foon aspoflible with what in¬ 
telligence he could obtain. In the mean timeCa:lar,marched 
all hif forces into the country of the Morini, now the pro¬ 
vince, of Picardy, whence was the fhorteft paffage into 
Britain, ordering at the fame time all the vcfl'els^hat lay in 
the neighbouring ports, and the fleet, which he had built 
the year before for his expedition againft the Morini, to at¬ 
tend him. The Britons, alarmed at thefe preparations, 
difpatched ambafladprs to Cxfar, qlj’ering to fubmit ta 
Rome, and deliver boftages for their fidelity. ' Cxfar re¬ 
ceived them with great kindnefs; and, having encouraged 
them with fair* promifcs to perfift in their refolution, fent 
^iem back to theirHiyn country, ordering Comius, rjthom, 
for Kis extraordinary wifdom, virtue, and fidelity, he had 
made king of the Atrebates, to attend them into Britain, 
with inftru&ions to vifit as many ftates as he could, to per- 
fuade them to accept of an alliance with Rome, and to ac- 
•xpiohifcthem with his defign of landing in a Ihart time in 
their country. ® 

In the mean time Volufenus, having made what difeo- 
barks ’with veries Jje could from his fhip, returned five days after to 
two rj,n- Cxfar, and acquainted him with what he had obferved. 

Hereupon Cxfar, having embarked two legions on board 
eighty trgnfports; and appointed eighteen more, which 
were wind-bound at a port about eight miles off, to convey 
over the cavalry, weighed Anchor about the third watch, 
commanding the cavalry to embark at the port, where the 
yeflels lay ready to«receive them, and follow him ; which 
orders were too flowly executed, Cxfar himfelf arrived in 
a few hours on the Btitifli coaft; but finding the hills and 
cliffs hanging over the fea covered with armed men, who 
from thence might, with their darts, eafily prevent his land¬ 
ing, he lay by till three in the afternoon, waiting for fome 
4 $:.. hia Ihips, in order to difeover another place, where 
he might land his troops with lefs danger. Upon their 
joining the fleet, he fummoned the chief officers to a council 
f*f i and having acquainted them with the intelligence 
P? received from Volufenus, and given fuch orders as 


Crftr em• 
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he thought proper for the occafion, he fet fail, and arriving 
at a plain and open f^jore about eight miles farther, came to 
an anchor. 

The Britons, apprifed of Ctefar’s defign, fent their ca- ’The Bri- 
valry and chariots before, the rell of the army haftening af- tons °PP°fi 
ter, in order to oppofe his landing. The principal difficulty 
proceeded from the largenefs of the (hips, which required ma „‘, *' 
a cotifiderahle depth of water; fo that the Roman foldiers 
were obliged, incumbered as they were with heavy armour, 
to leap into the fea, and at thffe fame tithe druggie with the 
waves, and encounter the enejny, who, having their hatfds 
difengagqfl, as they either flood on dry land, or waded but 
a little way into the water, could fecurely caft their darts, 
and drive back an enemy thus hampered. This difadvan- 
tage fo difjfouraged the Romans, that they did not appear 
fo alert, nor fo eager to engage the enemy, as in their for* 
mrr conllidfs on dry land ; which backwardnefs bging per¬ 
ceived by the general, he ordered his long fiiips or gallies 
to advance with their broad Tides towards the {hore, in or¬ 
der to foic’e the Britons, with their flings, arrows, and en¬ 
gines, to retire from the beach. The Britons, furprifed at 
the make cf the gallies, a fort of Clipping they had never 
fcen,^nd overwhelmed with fhowers.Of t darts and arrows* 
dilcharged from thefe vefiels, began to give ground; but the 
Romans Bill betraying great reludtence to throw themfelves 
into the water, the ftandard-bearfer of the tenth legion, hav¬ 
ing fir ft invoked the gods, cried out aloud, “ Fellow-fol- 
diers, unlefs you will forfake your colours, and fuS n-ti rg 1 
Roman eagle to fall into the hands of the ehemy, follow me; 
for I am refolved to difeharge my duty to' the common¬ 
wealth, and my general.” So faying, he leaped into the y r pj 
fea, and advanced with the eagle towards the enemy. Here- j, 94 
upon the foldiers in the fame fhip, encouraging each other Ante Chr. 
not to fuffer fo great a difgrace as the lofs of their enfign, 54- 
followed his> example. Thofe in the other (hips, fired with 
emulation, caft themfelves boldly into the fea, and, prefling 
forward, began the fight, which proved very fharp on both grta f 
fides, and, for fome time, unfavouraWe to the Romans; difficulty, 
fgr not being able either to keep jtheira'anks, get footing, 
or follow their particular ftamfcards, they were put into 
great confufion by the Britons, who, being acquainted with 
the (hallows, when they faw them coming in fmall num¬ 
bers from their ffiips, fpurred their boffes into the water, 
and attacked them incumbered and' bflprepared. Car far 
caufed fcveral boats to be manned, and fent them to tbe.af- 
fifiance of thofe whom he faw mod diftrefled. The Ro¬ 
mans, having at length gained firm footing, charged fSe 
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enemy fo vigoroufly, that they put them to flights hut could 
not purfue th^jn for want of horfe, the cavalry not being 
yet arrived r . 1 

Upon this defeat, the Britons immediately fent ambafla- 
dots to fue for peace, and with them Comius, whom they 
had committed to prifon. Caefar, having upbraided them 
with breach of faith, in^making war upon him after they 
had fent ambafladors into Gaul, defiring peace, promifed to 
pardon them", on condition they delivered a certain number 
of hoftages. Part of thefe they brought immediately, pro¬ 
moting to return in a few d^ys with the reft, who lived at 
fome diftance. Peace being thus concluded four days after 
C^efar’s landing in Britain, the Britifh princes, having dif- 
banded their troops, and fent them back into their feveral 
countries, fubmifted themfelves and their ftat^g to Caefar. 
In the mean time the eighteen tranfports, with the Roman 
cavalry, being overtaken by a violent ftorm, were driven 
back to*the ports of Gaul. By the fame ftorm, Caefar’s 
fleet, which lay in the road, was greatly damaged, feveral 
fhips being dafjjed to pieces, and others, by the lofs of their 
anchors, cables, and rigging, rendered altogether ufekfs. 
What added to the misfortune, the fame night the tide rofe 
'fo high, that the gajlies, which had been drawn aftiore, 
were filled with water. Thefe difafters produced a general 
confternation in the Roman camp. 

The Britifh chiefs, whd were aflembled to perform their 
agreement with Caefar, perceiving his want of horfe, fhips, 
•aadafwovifions, and judging of the number of his men from 
the fmallnefs of his camp, which was narrower than ufual, 
becaufe the legions had left their heavy baggage behind 
them, refclved to take arms again, in order to protract the 
war till winter, perfuading themfelves that, if they could 
cut off the few Romans that were come over, or prevent 
their return, they would thereby deter others from invading 
Britain for the future. The plan being laid, and the refo- 
lution taken, they began to fteal out of the camp by degrees, 
and privately to colle£l their difbanded troops. Caefar knew 
nothing of their dafign; but neverthelefs fufpe&ing an al¬ 
teration from they - delay in delivering the hoftages after 
the lofs of his {hipping, roiolved to prepare againft all events. 
Accordingly he caufed all the provifions that could be found 
in the neighbouring country to be brought into his camp, 
and gave orders thijt the Slips, which had been the leaft da* 
m*ged by the ftorm, ihould be refitted with the materials 
of tnofe that had been dafhed to pieces. He fent likewife to 

CfJT. Comment, lib. iv. 
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Gaul for what things were fartlier neceffary, which werefo 
well applied by the foldiers, who on this occafion laboured 
with uncommon diftgence, that, only twelve {hips being 
loft, the reft were foon in a condition to put to fea once 
tnore. 

In the mean time, the feventh legion being fent out to 
forage, while part of the foldiers were employed in reaping 
the corn, and the reft in gathering, and conveying it to the 
camp, the Britons, who had lain all night concealed in the 
neighbouring woods, fell upt>n them tine*pe£ledly; and, and fait 
having killed many, drove the jeft into a fmall compafs, aftd tht 
furroundqd them with their horfe and chariots in fuch. man- J eru f n, h 
net, that not a fingle man would have efcaped, had not tlje "& tM ‘ 
advanced guards informed Cxfar that they obferved a greater 
duft than yfual riling from that quarter.. He, fufpe&ing 
the Britons had recommenced hoftilitics, flew to the affift- 
ance of the legion, with the two cohorts that were upon 
guard, ordering two others to fupply their place, and all the 
reft to take to their arms, and follow him with all expedi¬ 
tion. Up6n his arrival, the Britons gave yver the attack, 
and the Romans refumed their courage: however, Csefar, 
not thinking it advifenble to engage the enemy, ftood fome 
time ^ith his troops drawn up in ordjr of battle, and rhea* 
retreated to his camp. After this aftion, the heavy rains, 
which continued feveral days fuccoflively, kept the Romans 
in their camp, and hindered the' Britons from attempting 
any thing againft them. 

The latter, however, were not idle in the mear.iiiaM*, 

Having difpatched meffengers into all parrs of the ifland, to 
inform their countrymen how fmall an army the Romans 
}:ad, how great a booty they might acquire, and what a fa¬ 
vourable opportunity offered of freeing themfelves for ever, 
by forcing the Roman camp, they drew together a great 
body of horfe and foot, and boldly advanced to the Roman 
intrenchments. Upon their approach, Csefar drew up his They at. 
legions in order of battle before the camp, and gave the > aci 
Britons fo warm a reception, that they immediately turned ia/ 
their backs, and fledf Csefar purfued them with great 
flgughter, burnt feveral towns and villages in the neighbour- t d with J 
hood, and then returned to his camp. The Britons, difpi- gnat 
rited at the lofs they had fuftained, fent the fame day am- j au S^ ltr ' 
baffadors to implore peace; which Csefar granted, upon 
their promifing to fend him over into Gaul double the num¬ 
ber of hoftages he had required before. His want of horfe, 
and the fear of expofing his fleet to another ftorm, if he 
remained till the equinox, made him haften his departure. 

The fame night therefore, the wind proving favourable, he 
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C*farrt- weighed anchor, and arrivSS fafe in Gaul, whence he ira. 
turns it mediately wrote to the fenate, acquaigting them with his 
CauL exploits in Britain j for which a fupplication, or general 
thankfgiving, was decreed for twenty days'.’ 

Ifhe Britons were not much awed by Caifar’s arms; for 
of all the ftates, into which the ifland was then divided, 
two only fent him hoflages. Provoked at this negleft or 
contempt, he refolved to make another defeent the follow¬ 
ing fpring, with a far more powerful fleet and army. With 
this view, befor’e he left Gaul to return to Italy, where he 
generally fpent part of the winter, he ordered his lieutenants 
to refit the old (hips, and build a great number of tcanfports. 
His orders were executed with fuch diligence, that, upon 
his return, he found fix hundred (hips, and twenty-eight 
Yr. of FI. gallies, ready to launch. Having therefore comifiended the 
a*95- application and diligence of his foldiers, and the fupervifors, 
Ante Chr. comtl1 anded them to repair, with the fleet, to Pontus 
5i ' Itius, while he marched, with four legions, and eight hun- 
Cafar’jfe- dred horfe, into the country of Treves, to prevent a revolt 
ttndtxpe- in that quarter* Having taken proper precautions for this 
Titian into purpofe, he haftened back to the Portus Itius, now called 
f}ritain. Witfand, betwixt Calais and Boulogne. Here, leaving La- 
hieijus, with thretf legions, and two thoufand horfe, to pro¬ 
vide corn, and to fend him intelligence from time to time 
of what might happen on the continent, he embarked, with 
five legions, and two thoufand horfe, and, weighing an¬ 
chor about fun-fet, arrived, with his whole fleet, the next 
Ht lands' noon, on the Britilh coaft, where he landed, with- 

withoutop- out oppofition, in the fame place, which he had found fo 
pofition ; convenient the year before. The Britons had afiembled in 
great multitudes to oppofe his landing, as he afterwards un- 
derftood from the prifoners; but, being terrified at the 
fight of fo numerous a fleet, amounting, with the veflels 
which feveral perfons had provided for their own ufe, to 
upwardsof eight hundred, they had abandoned the (hore, and 
retired to the hills. Caifar, receiving intelligence of their 
motions, left ten cohorts, and threq, hundred horfe, to fe- 
cure the fleet, and* with the reft, marched in quell of the 
enemy, whom he found polled on the other fide of a river, 
about twelve miles from the platffe where he had landed (N). 
Their defign was tO hppofe his paffage ; but, notwithftand- 
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5 ng the advantage of the ground, they were obliged, by the anJdtfeati 
Roman cavalry, to guit their pod, and rcijre to a wood, tin Britt*!. 
all the avenues of which were blocked up with huge trees 
cut down for that purpofe. Out of this place, which feem- 
ed to have been fortified in fome former war, they never 
ventured, but in fmall parties ; but, notwithdanding their 
utmod efforts to prevent the Romans from entering it, the 
foldiers of the feventh legion, having cad themfelves into a 
tedudo, and thrown up a mount againd their works, oblig¬ 
ed them to abandon their afylum, anS fafle themfelves by 
flight. But, the day being fas fpent, Caefar, who was quite 
unacqua’jited with the country, thought it more prudent to 
return, and fortify his camp, than to purfue the fugitives k 

Early next morning, Caefar difpatched both his horfe and 
foot, in p*rfuit of the enemy; but, when he was already 
come in light of their rear, he was acquainted by fome horfe- 
men from Q^Atrius, that, by a dreadful dorm, w;bich had The Ro. 
happened the night before, mod of his fliips were dafhed to mans M~ 
pieces, or driven adiore. Upon this intelligence, he re- ‘foubFJ** 
turned to the fea-fide, where he was an eye witnefs of the ji orm , 
misfortune, which had happened. Forty fldps were en¬ 
tirely lod, and the red fo damaged, that they could not be 
refitt*.! without great labour. Ilowsver, having, witJioi.S:’ 
lofs of time, fet all the carpenters in the fleet and army to 
work, and fent over to Gaul for'others, ordering at the 
fame time Labienus to build as many fliips as he could with 
the legions that were there, to prevent the like misfortune 
for the future, he refolved upon a very difficult unucnVi* 
ing; which was, to draw all his lhips athore, and inclofe 
them within the fortifications of his camp. This dupendous 
work being completed, in ten days, the foldiers labouring 
the whole time night and day without intermiffion, and 
the camp being drongly fortified, Cxfar, leaving a ftrong 
guard to defend it, marched with the red of his forces to 
the place» whence he had returned from purfuing the 
enemy. 

Uponhisarrival, he found their numbers greatly increafed, 
tinder the conduct of Caflibelan, king^of the Trinobantes, 
whofe territories lay about eighty miles from the fea. This 
prince had formerly commenced hiSdilities on his neighbours i 
but, upon the arrival of the Romans, they had unanimoufly 

Cscf. Comment, lib- 

mud have been Durorernum, miles from the place where G*- 
»o w Canterbury, diftant twelve far landed (i). 

(i) Horfely, p. 14. 
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Committed the whole management of the war to him, a! 
the moft proper perfon to head them 9 t fuch an important 
CaffMan conjundiure. While the Romans were on their march* 
falh upon they were attached by the JBritifh horfe and chariots, whom 
thau/i iu/ they repulfed with great flaughter, and drove into the woods j 
iinpuijtd. b ut » purfuing them too eagerly, they loft fome of their 
own men. Not long after, the Britons made a fudden fally 
out of the woods, and fell upon the advanced guard, while 
the Romans were employed in fortifying their camp. Ctefar 
immediately detached two cohorts to their afliftance ; but 
the enemy, while the Romans flood amazed at their me¬ 
thod of fighting, boldly bioke through the twd cohorts, 
and returned again, without the lofs of a man. Quintus 
Laberius Durus, t a tribune, was flain in this adtion : but, 
fome frefh cohorts coming to the relief of the HSmans, the 
Britons were, in the end, defeated. Next day, they kept 
on the Kills, at a confiderable diftance from the Romani 
•TheBritons camp, till about noon ; when three legions being detached 
*thlteRo- kf Caefar, with all the cavalry, under the command of C. 
man It- Treb'onius, to forage, they attacked the foragers with great 
gions j but fury ; but meeting with a vigorous refiftance, they fled ; 
andeftat- .^nd being purfued by the Roman cavalry fo clofe that they 
had' not time to rSlly, to make a Hand, or to defeenfi from 
$eir chariots, according to their ufual cuftom, great num¬ 
bers were cut in pieces. Upon this overthrow, the auxi¬ 
liary troops, abandoning Cafiibelan, returned to their re- 
d fg& i. v e countries; nor did the Britons ever after engage 
Caefar with their<united forces 0 . 
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After this victory, Caefar marched towards the Thames, 
with a defign to crofs that rivcf, and enter the territories of 
Caffibelan s but, when he came to the only place where the 
fiver could be forded, be faw the enemy’s forces drawn up 
in a confiderable body on the oppofite bank, which was 
fortified with fharp flakes. They had likewife driven many 
flakes of the' fame kind in the bed of the river. Notwith- 


ftanding thefe obftruclions, Caifar ordered the civalry to 
ride in, and the legions to follow; and thefe orders were 
executed with fuch refolution and intrepidity, that, though 
the foot were up to the chin in water, the enemy, not a We 
to ftiflain their aflault, abandoned the bank, and fled (OJ. 

_ , _ Caffibelan, 

1 Cot!. Comment. I Jh. r. 
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Caffibelan, defpairing of fuccefs by a battle, difbanded the 
greatett part of his forces, retaining only atfout four thou¬ 
sand chariots, to obferve the motions of the Romans. With 
thefe he kept at fome diftance in the woods, or in fuch 
places as were fcarce acceflible to the enemy, carrying off 
the corn and cattle from thofc countries through which 
they were to march. As he was well acquainted with 
roads and bye-paths, if the Roman cavalry ventured a little 
too far to ravage the country* he detached part of his cha¬ 
riots to attack them ; which they could not engage without 
great disadvantage. This corfduft prevented the Romans 
from making excurfions, and obliged Csefar to give orders 
that his cavalry fhould not advance farther to burn and 
plunder the country, than the legions were able to fol¬ 
low them. 

In the mean time, the Trinobantes fent ambafiadors to The Trim - 
Csefar, promifing to fubmit, and, at the fame rtme, in- I'antei fob- 
treating him to proteft Mandubratius againft the oppreflton !" 
of Caffibelan, and appoint him their king and governor. ' ’ 
Mandubratius, by Eutropius and Bede caTled Androgeus, 
was the fon of Imanuentius king of the Trinobantes •, but, 
upon tbe (W«tth of his father, who was Haiti by Caffibelan^. 
he haf! fled fb Csefar, who had granted htm his proteflion. 

Csefar readily'complied with the rqqueft of the Trinoban¬ 
tes, at the fame time injoining them to fend him forty hof- 
tages, and corn for his army* demands with which they 
immediately complied. The example of the Tiinoban^fs* 
whofe fubmiffion fecured them from being plundered by 
the Roman foldiers, was foon followed by other Rates ; 
particularly, the Cenotnngni, Segontiaci, Anaclites, Bibro- 
ci, and Coffi (P), who fubmitted to Csefar. He had re¬ 
ceived 


as Brazil, and as black as jet. 
At Shepperton, they have fe- 
veral knife-handles made of 
them (1). 

(P) Lipfius, inftead of Ceno- 
magni, reads Iceni, Cangi (2), 
tlfe names of two nations men¬ 
tioned elfewhere by Csefar. The 
Iceni inhabited Suffolk, Nor¬ 
folk, Carobridgelhire, and Hun- 
tingdonfliire; and the Cangi, 
the country lying on the Iriih 
lea. Camden, inftead of the 
* 

CO Tindal, in Not. ad'Raom. 


Cangi, reads Regni, who were 
the inhabitants of Suflex and 
Surry, confequently fnorelikely 
to follow the example of tbe 
Trinobanees, who inhabited 
Hertfordfhire, Efiex, and Mid- 
dlejplc, than the Cangi, who 
lived at a great diftance. The 
Segontiaci are placed by fome 
in Berk/hire, by others in 
Hampftiire (3). The Anaclitea 
and Bibroci are placed by noli 
of our antiquaries in Bemhire; 

(*> Li of. in T aeit. Vib. kii. 
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ceived intelligence, that the town of Caffibelan, fuppofed 
to be Verulamytm, now St. Alban’s, v^ell fecure'd by woods 
and maflhes, whither the country-people had retired with 
their cattle, was not far from his camp. Thither, therefore, 
he rtiarched with his legions; and, though he found the 
place ftrongly fortified both by nature and art, he ordered 
it to be ftormed at two different places. The aflault was 
given with fuch refolution, that the Britons fled from one 
of the avenues of the wood ; for this town was only a thick 
wood, furrounded ivith a ditch, and fortified with a ram¬ 
part ; and many of them wore overtaken as they attempted 
to make their efcapc, and cut in pieces. Here Cujfar found 
great plenty of cattle w . 

To repair, in forne degree, this lofs, and divert Caifar 
from purfuing his coiujuefts, Caffibelan, by hi< deputies, 
perfuaded four petty princes of Kent, Cingetorix, Carvilius, 
Taximagulus, and Segonax, whom Cscfar flyles kings, to 
raife forces, and attack the camp, where the (hips were laid 
up ; but the Romans, having made a fally, repulfed them 
with great flaugjhter, took Cingetorix prifoner, and return¬ 
ed, without lofs, to their trenches Upon intelligence of 
this defeat, Caffibelan, confidering the many 1 ., 11 'es he had 
‘'fufl^ined, how Ips country was laid wafle, aAcl abqye all, 
that feveral dates had already fubmitted to the conqueror, 
refolved to follow theft example. He accordingly au¬ 
thorized ambafladors to treat of a furrender, who were in¬ 
troduced by Comius of Attrebatum or Arras. As the furo- 
"■JHtl 1 ■was already far advanced, Caefar, who was determined 
to winter in Gaul, accepted their propofals : fo that a treaty 
was foon concluded upon the following conditions; that 
the Britons fhould pay an annual tribute to the people of 
Rome ; that Caffibelan fhould leave Mandubratius in the 
quiet pofleflion of his dominions, and not moled the Tri- 
nobantes ; and that lie fhould deliver a certain number of 
hoftages. Thefe Cafar no fooner received, than he march¬ 
ed to the fea-fide, where he caufed his fleet, which he 
found refitted, to be launched. As he had a great number 
of captives, and fiStne of his ffiips had been loft in the 
dorm, he refolved to trjufport his army at two voyage,® i 
but mod of thofe veflelsl which were lent back to Gaul 
after they bad landed the foldiers that were fird embarked, 
being driven back by contrary winds, Cxfar, after having 

< Csef. Comment, lib. v. cap. zt. 

the former about Henley, and habited fome parts of Hertford* 
the latter about Bray. The fliire, perhaps the hundred ol 
Caffi are fuppofed to have in- Caifhow. 
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Song expefSed them in vain, left the winter Ihould prevent 
his voyage, the equinox being near at hrftyl, crouded his 
foldiers clofer than he defigned, and, putting to fea about 
the fecond watch of the night, reached the continent, with 
his whole fleet, by break of day x . 

After the departure of Julius Cttefar, the Romans were 
diverted, for the fpace of twenty years, by their domeftic 
broils, from attempting any thing againft Britain. During 
this interval the tribute was not paid, nor perhaps demanded; 
fo that the Britons continued no lefs free from the Roman 
yoke than they had been befose the arrival of Csefar. 

But Augttftus having length terminated the civil wars, Au^uflus. 
and firmly cltablithed bimfelf in the pofleffion of the ern- Stall of 
pire, refoived to force the Britons to perform the agree- 
ment theyjrad made with his unde Julius. With this view r J s „f 
he advanced as far as Gaul, but was, by a revolt in Paij- 
jronia, prevented from putting his defign in execution. 

About feven years after he entered Gaul with the fame re- 
folution ; but the unfettled ftate of that province induced 
him to lift£n to the propofals of the ambaflidors fent by the 
Britonwtth fue for peace; which was granted, no doubt, 
upon theii\romifing to confirm their agreement with his 
p:ede£eflbr'\ulius : but they neglected, Jr feems, to per¬ 
form their p\mife ; for the year enfuing Auguftus refumed 
the refolution of paffing over into Britain; but was again 
prevented by the revolt of the Cantabrians in Spain. How¬ 
ever, fome of the Britifh princes took care to cultivate his 
/riendfhip with prefents,which were depofitedintheCapitcii' ." 1 

Cimobeline, who is faid to have fucceeded Tenuantius, Cumbilint 
the fucceflor of Caffibelan, maintained a correlpondence m at»iamt 
With Rome, and even caufed coins to be ftamped after the 
manner of the Romans, fome of which are (till preferved. wit/iRomt. 
Among the reft, one with the word tasc on the reverfe, fig- 
nifying, according to our antiquaries, tribute-, whence they 
conclude, that this money was defigned for the paymentof 
the tribute; for though brafs and iron rings of a certain 
weight ferved, as Casfar informs us, for their current coin, 
yet the Romans exa£Ied the tribute in g 91 d or filver ; and of 
tljp latter metal the coin we are hece (peaking of is com- 
pofed (U). Thus Britain, by degVces, became well known 

to 

* Csf. Comment, lib. v. cap. *3—*j. x Strabo, lib. iv. 

(U) On this medal is repre- ford ohferves, that the Gauls 
fented Apollo playing on the and Britons worfbipped Apollo 
lyre, the name of Cunobeline under the name of Belus or Be- 
being engraved'round it. Al* linus ; and thence be derives 

Vox,’. ‘XVII. G tbe 
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to-the Romans, even in the time of Auguftus. That prince, 
however, fatisnied with the fmali tribute that was yearly 
fent to him from Britain, forbore any farther attempts upon 
the ifland, either thinking the friendfhip or enmity of the 
Britons of no confcquence to the Romans, as Strabo infi- 
nuates", or being, out of a hate maxim, tefolved to fet 
bounds to the empire, left it fliould grow too great and un¬ 
wieldy *. 

•Tihtrius Tiberius, who fucceeded Auguftus, being more inclined 
Jufftrs the to contract than enlarge the bounds of the empire, followed 
e r 'o°”i/i'e:r t ^ !e exana P* e Auguftus, ahd never entertained tire ieaii 
liter-lie s" thought of conquering Britain; but, fatisfied wfth the re- 
ipe£l the Biitiflr princes Brewed him in fending back feme 
of Germanicus’s foldiers who had been fliipwrecked on 
their coa ft b , and with their paying the ufual fuftoms for 
fuch commodities as they brought into Gaul, fullered them 
to enjof their liberties, and live according to their own 
laws. Thefe cuftoms the Roman officers collected in a pre¬ 
carious manner, fearing to provoke the Britons.; as Strabo 
afferts. Caligula, the lucccfTbi of Tiberius, havjim paft'el 
the Alps with a defign to plunder Gaul, receive,'! under his 
.protection Adnrinius, called by our writers G/Sderius, tke 
lotf of CunobeliiA, Aho had been banifhed by his ‘father. 
Hereupon he wrote boajting letters to Rornd, ordering the 
lneflengers to drive their chariots into the forum, and to the 
very curia, ftridtly enjoining them not to deliver their let- 
iCig but in the temple of Mars, and in a full fenate, as if 
Caligula’j the whole ifland Jiad fubmitted to his dominion. Soon afterj 
mock expe- no doubt at the mitigation of Adminius, he marched with 
his forces to the fea-fide ; but being informed that the Bri¬ 
tons were ready to receive him, his courage cooled, and 
inftead of purfuing his defign, he ordered his foldiers to fill 
their helmets with cockle-fhelis, which he called the fpoils 
of the conquered ocean. Having by fuch marks of foliy 

* Strabo lib. ii. a Tacit, in Vita Agric. Julian, in CxC. 
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(i) Alford. Anna), ad arm. i. Camden. Numifm. not- 7. 
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and madnefs cxpofed liimfelf to the deri(jon both of the 
Gauls and Britons, 4 ie wrote to the fenate, defiring them to 
decree him a triumph ; but they being averfe to comply 
with his demand, he refolved to caufe them all to be mafla- 
cred, but was murdered liimfelf, before he could put his bar¬ 
barous defign in execution c . 

The Britons may be faid to have continued hitherto free 
from the Roman yoke : but in the reign of Claudius, the ClaiiSlui. 
fucceflbr of Caligula, great part of the ifljnd waS brought 
under fubjedHon to Rome, and the reft, by degrees, under 
the l'uccecding emperors. Dfo.Ca finis gives us a diftintf 
account iVf the invafion lTy- Claudius, the occafion of which ducedhim 
he thus relates: Cunobeline being dead, his two foils, 'Ju>- 10 mute 
godumnus and Caradtacus reigned. In their reign, Bericus K ' ;nr . > 
being driven out of the ifland for attempting to raife a fedi- the nlc ” s ‘ 
rion, fled, with thofe of his party, to Claudius, and being 
highly incenfed againft his countrymen, perfuadefl the em¬ 
peror to invade Britain. On the other hand, the Britons, 
refentirig the emperor’s receiving the fugitives, anu his re- 
f ufiiiiT to.deliver them up when demanded* forbad all com¬ 
merce wifh the Romans. A war being therefore refolved Yr. of FI. 
on, Claud\s ordered Piautius, then prsetor in Gaul, tj> * 39 i- 
trauffort thX legions under his commkmMnto Britain. The 
foldiers, unwrlling to make war, as (;hey faid, out of the com- p; asit : us 
pafs of the world, refufed to follow their general, or obey liis fent into 
commands; but being at length reclaimed to a fenfe of their 'Britain 
duty, they embarked chearfully, and put to fea from dime an 
ports, in order to land in three different places. They were a ffi‘ n j s 
driven back by contrary winds, a circumftance which grea! : y 
diftieartened them ; but refuming their courage upon the O pj,ofition 
appearance of a meteor {hooting from the eaft, they put to 
fea again, and landed in Britain without oppofition, the in¬ 
habitants, who had been informed of the mutiny in the Ro¬ 
man army, and did not expe£l fo fudden ail alteration, hav¬ 
ing negledted to afiemble and take meafures for oppofing 
the invafion. Hearing, therefore, they were landed, they 
kept in fmall bodies behind their marflies, and in their 
woods, in order to fpin out the time till winter, when they 
imagined Piautius, after the exanyjle of Julius Caefar, would 
return to Gaul. 

But the Roman general having, with great difficulty, firfl and dt- 
found out Cara£tacus, and afterwards Togodumnus, de- 
feated them both, and reduced part of the Dobuni, who 
were then fubjeft to the Cattieuchlani; then leaving a gar- 
rifon to keep them in awe, he marched to a river where 

v Suet, in Calig. Dio, fib. lix. 
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the Britons lay^arelefsly encamped, imagining the Romany 
could not pafsqt without a bridge ; b«t the German fol- 
diers, accuftomed to Item the (trongelt currents in their ar¬ 
mour, having palled the river, and fallen upon the horfes 
that drew the chariots, in which the chief ftrength of the 
Britons confuted, Vefpafian, and his brother Sabinus, fent 
over with a body of troops to fupport them, eaiily defeated 
the enemy, their chariots being rendered unserviceable. 
The Britons, hqwe^er, not ygt dtfpirited, engaged the Ro¬ 
mans next day fo vigoroufly, that the victory, for a confi- 
derable time, inclined to y cither fide; hot at length the 
Romans, encouraged by the example of Caius Sidius Geta, 
cfiargtd the Britons 1b brifkly, that they were routed after 
a moil obilinate refillance. The conduit of Geta in thi» 
action was fo remarkable, that triumphal honours were de¬ 
creed him, though he had never been conful ll . This battle 
is fuppofcd to have been fought on the banks of the Severn. 
From hence the Britons retired to the mouth of the Thames, 
and being acquainted with the fiats and {hallows, drew the 
Romans, who followed them, into great dangerbnt,., T h.“ 
Germans having eroded the river by fwimmiiyj,, and the 
jOthers on abridge fomewhat higher, the Britofcs were fur- 
rouoded on all tides, 1 and great numbers put f-.o the fword. 
Many of the Romans, ppifuing the fugitives with too much 
eagernefs, fell into the marfhes and were loth In one of 
thefe battles Togodumnus visas killed, whofe death was fo 
.far from difcouragirjg the Britons, that they betrayed greater 
eagernefs than ev^er to oppofe the Romans, and revenge hia 
lot's. Plautius, not thinking it prudent .to penetrate far¬ 
ther into the country, put garrifons into tire places he had 
taken, and wrote to the emperor, acquainting him with the 
prog refs he had already made. 

Claudius,, who afpired at the honour of a triumph, no 
focmer 1 eceived this letter than he left Rome, and embark¬ 
ing at Oflia, failed to Marfeilles, whence he purfued his 
journey by land to’ Geflbriacum, now Bologne, where he 
again embarked, ajul landing fafe in Britain, joined his 
lieutenant Plautius, who lay encamped on the banks-of the 
Thames. Upon his arrival the whole army palled the river, 
and falling upon the Britons defeated them entirely. After 
this vi£lory he advanced to Camalodunum, the royal feat 
of Cunobeline, which he took, and, without any confider- 
able oppofition, reduced fome of the neighbouring Hates. 
For thefe exploits he was feveral times by his foldiers faluted 
imperator, contrary to the received cuftom of tbe Romans, 


Dio, lib. lx. p 679, 680. 
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Which allowed no general to affume that tide more than 
once in the fame war e . Part of Uritaimjaeing thus fub- 
dued, Claudius difarmed the inhabitants, and appointed 
Plautius to govern them, ordering him, at the fame time, 
to fubdue thofe who remained yet unconqueied. To filch 
as had fubmitted he remitted the confifcation of their eftatcs, 
which gained their affections to fuch a degree, that they 
erected a temple, and paid him divine honours. Theem- He returns 
peror, after having remained in Britain only fixteeti days, 
let out from thence on his itturn to‘Rome, having fent fs honoured 
thither his two fons-in-law, fympeius and Silanus, before w „h a tri- 
him willj the news of hjs victories Upon his arrival he umph , and 
was honoured with a triumph and the furname of Britay- the fur- 
nicus, which was given both to him and his foil: tlieofficers 
who had intended him in this expedition were diftmguifhed cuu 
with triumphal ornaments : annu.J lports were decreed by 
the fenate, and two triumphal arches, one to be erefted at 
Rome, and the other at Gefforiacum, whence he had paffed 
over into Britain. On the top of the imperial pa'ace was 
fixed a naval crown, implying the conquest of the Britill* 

'ocean. 

Plautius'^ governor of Britain, putfned his conquefts, 
after jhe eti tieror’s departure, with fych fuccefs, that upo» 
his return toVftome, lie was honoured with an ovation,‘and 
received without the.gates by the emperor liimfelf, who, 
at his folemn entry, gave him the right-hand. In this war 
Vefpaftan, afterwards empeidr, and his fon Titus, diftin- 
guifhed themfelves in a very eminent manner. The former 
fought thirty battles with the Britons, fubdued two power¬ 
ful nations, and reduced about twenty towns, with the ifle 
of Wight; for which exploits he received the triumphal 
ornaments, two facerdolal dignities, and the confullhip r . 

As for Titus, he no lefs fignalized his piety than his cou¬ 
rage and valour; for feeing his father in a battle furrounded 
on all Tides, and in imminent danger of his life, he broke 
through the enemy’s ranks, and having refeued him, put 
•the Britons to flight, and purfued them with great fla-ughr 
ter s. Some years after, in the nintUof Claudius’s reign, " r - 
£. Oftorius Scapula, being fent into Britain, fuddenly at- * 

tacked the Britons, who had broken into the Roman con- __ 

quefts; and having put great numbers to the fword, and p, Ofloriu 
clifperfed the reft, to reftrain them from making inroads Scapula , 
for the future into the territories of the Romans, or their governor! 1 
allies, he built feveral forts on the Severn, the Avon, and 

® Dio, lib. lx. p. 6S0, 681. Suet, in Claud, cap. n. 
in Vefp. cap. 4. 1 Dio, lib- lx. p. *> 79 - 
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the Nen, reduced that part of the ifland which lies fouth 
of thefe rivers t6 a Homan province, a«d, for a farther fe T 
curity, made Camalodimutvi. a military colony. *This pro¬ 
gress the Iceni could not endure, and therefore, being joined 
by the neighbouring nations, they raifed a confiderable 
army, and encamped in an advantageous port, in order to 
prevent the Romans from penetrating farther into the ifland. 
However, Oftorius, after a mod obflinate conflidt, put 
defeats the them to flight, and r purfued # them with great flaugbter. 
^ue'l's lhe Af i er l ^ ,s victory, he led his army into the country of the 
rebellious probably the prefent ‘•counties of Shropfhire and 

Brittanies. Chefliire ; but being informed, as-he approached*the Irifh 
fet, that the Brigantes were in arms, he marched with all 
fpeed ngainft them ; and having caufed the chief authors of 
the difturbance td be put to death, and pardoned the reft, 
foot) reftored that country to its former tranquility. 

Yr. of FI. In theJcque! he made war upon the Silures, the inhabi- 
*399- tants of South Wales, headed by Caradtacus, a commander 
A ' s'* of great reputation, whom neverthelefs he defeated in a 
Cat-aS, rus P* tc ^ e< ^ battle. Caradtaeus, upon his defeat, fled for nry- 
Jefeatc't* te ^>°n to Cartifmandua, queen of the Brigamlfs,' who, 
dreading the Romifh arms, delivered him ittj, bonds to 
Hie .conqueror, bje whom lie was fent to Rome, wiflii his 
wife, daughter, and brothers, and received By the empe¬ 
ror in triumph. Claudius, moved with the fpeech which 
the captive prince made whep brought before his tribunal, 
and admiring the conftancy with which he bore his misfor¬ 
tunes, granted to him, to his wife, to his daughter and bro¬ 
thers, their lives and liberty. The Silures, notwithftand- 
ing the lofs of their general, purfued the war with great vi¬ 
gour, and gained very confiderable advantages over the Ro- 
. . mans ; which fo nffedted Oftorius, that he died with grief. 

thcceesed was fll 5 ceeiied by A. Didius, who reftrained the Silures 
by Aulus making frequent and wide incurfions into the Roman 

Didius ; territories, by confining them within more narrow bounds ; 

hut was not able to reftore Cartifmandua, queen of the Bri¬ 
gantes, and an ally of Rome, to her kingdom. He de¬ 
feated the BrigantesSn a pitched battle ; but afterwards, as 
he was advanced in years, he contented bimfelf with adting 
only defenfively, and reftraining the enemy by his lieute- 
mndhe by nanrs. Veranius, who fucceeded him in the reign of Nero, 
Vtramus. i e f s t | lan a year a f, er j,; s ’arrival j n Britain, without 

performing any thing worthy of notice. 

Yr. of Fl. Af ter him, Suetonius Paulinus governed Britain, who 
A.d. 9 ' reduced the ifland of Anglefey, and defeated the Britons 

—- with great flaughter, who, under the condudt of queen 

Boadicea, had taken arms, and put incredible numbers of 

the 
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die Homans and their allies to the fword. Suetonius Paui- Suetonius 
linus was fucceeded jn the government of Britain by Petro- Baulmus 
nius Tutpilianns, arid he by Trebellius Maximus. During reduces 
their government nothing remarkable happened ; for, as /ln ^ € f t 3 ' 
they were both men of an indolent temper, they took care 
not to provoke the Britons by any arils of hoftiliry. In the 
mean time Nero dying, the Roman army in Britain was 
commanded, during the fhort reigns of Galba and Otho, 
by tribunes, among whom Coclius bore the chief authority, 
who, by carefully avoiding to’give the Britohs any juft caufe 
of complaint, kept all things ’quiet in the ifland Vitellius, 
upon his # acceffion to the*empire, appointed Verilius Bola- 
nus governor of Britain, who ruled with great gentleneii, 
without either provoking the Britons, or being provoked by 
them. Ii» the reign of Vefpafian, who* fucceeded Vitel- 
lius, Pctilius Cerealis was fent into Britain, to take upon 
him the command of the army. Pctilius, upon hi^ arrival, 
attacked the Brigantes, thd mod numerous and powerful of 
all the Britilh nations : having defeated them in fe\ 'ral en¬ 
counters, be reduced great part of their country, and con- 
**t:nueu tu 'avage the reft h . Fie was fucceeded by Julius 
Frontinus, ;,who not only maintained the comments made 
by h«: predc'ceflbr, but fought himfijf ij'ith ^pat fuccefi^ 
again!! the warlike nation of the bilures, whom he entirely 
reduced. * 

Julius Frontinus being recalled, the celebrated Cneius y r . of FI. 
Julius Agricola was fent to command in his loom. He ar- 2*16. 
rived in Britain about the .middle of fummer, when the A. D. 78. 
Roman foldiers fuppofed the {crvice of tht? feafon to be con- ^ " 

eluded. The Ordovices, of North Wales, had, not long g“‘“f a 
before his arrival, cut in pieces a body of boric Rationed governor 
upon their confines, and by this exploit roflfcd the whole of Britain. 
province to arms. The Roman troops were divided, and 
lay difperfed over the province ; and the foldiers had allured 
themfelves of reft for the remaining part of the year. 

Notwithftanding thefe difeouragements, and the reman- His re¬ 
finances of fome who judged it better only to guard the floits in 
places that were threatened, Agricola* refolvcd to march 
again!! the enemy without delay.. Having therefore col- 
lecled the flower of the legions, tand a fmall body of auxi- p a ign. 
buries, he advanced againl! the Ordovices : but as the ene¬ 
my kept themfelves upon the ridges of the mountains, and 
dared not defeend into even ground. Agricola marched in 
petfon at the head of bis army, and led them to the en¬ 
counter upon the afgent. The foldiers, animated by the 

i> Tacit, in Vit. Agric. cap 4.-9* 
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example of their general, attacked the enemy with great 
refolution, put/hem to flight, and n^tde fuch a dreadful 
havock, that almoft the whole nation was cut off. In order 
to maintain the fame he acquired by this a&ion, and to 
ftrike the enemy at once with universal terror, he refolved 
to reduce the ifland of Anglefey, which had been formerly 
conquered by Paulinus, but loft again by the general revolt 
of Britain. As this plan was fuddenly concerted, and con- 
fequently (hips were wanting, he detached a chofen body 
of auxiliaries, fitch Us knew the fords, and were dexterous 
at fwimming. Thefe, unincumbered with baggage, made 
a defeent and attack fo fudden, thgt the enemy wqre ftruck 
with confternation, as they believed no enterprize difficult 
and itjfurmountable to men who began the war with fuch 
refolution. Thus they implored peace, and immediately 
furrendered the ifland to Agricola. 

As hejvas well acquainted with the temper of the people 
in his province, and had alfo leUrned from the condu£l of 
others, how little arms avail to fettle a province, if vi&ory 
is followed by grievances and oppreffions, he refolved to cut 
off all caufes of complaint. Beginning therefore /fan 1 iiim- 
felf, and thafe about him, he regulated his ow?'houfhold. 
His.domdjPfe dicj n«t tranfaft anything concerning the 
public. Irt preferring the foldiers, he was induced by no 
perfonal interefl or parti'ality, nor by the recommendations 
of centurions, but by his own opinion and knowlege. He 
would know all that puffed; but did not punifh all that 
was amifs. He readily pardoned fmall faults -, but fuch as 
were enormous, He punifhed with proportionable feverity. 
In conferring offices and employments, he chofe men of ta¬ 
lents and integrity. Though the tribute had been aug¬ 
mented, yet he lightened it by a juft and equal diftribution 
of all public burdens, and totally abolifhed whatever ex¬ 
actions had been devifed for the benefit of individuals, and 
were therefore borne with more difeontent than the tribute 
Itfelf; for the publicans ufed, under colour of fecuring the 
taxes, to feize all the corn of the inhabitants, lock up 
their,barns, and oblige them to purchafe their own grain at 
a high price, and afterwards fell it back again to them at n 
low rate : befides, the urthappy people were injoirved to 
take long journies, and carry grain acrofs the feveral coun¬ 
tries to places extremely diftant; infomuch that feveral 
communities, inftead'of fupplying the winter-quarters, 
which lay adjoining, were obliged tq furnifh fuch as were 
fcrnote, unlefs they redeemed themfelves from that op- 
preffion with confiderable fums. All thefe grievances were 
entirely fuppreffed by Agricola in his firft year 5 by which 

. means 
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means the Britons began to be reconciled to the Roman go- Reconciles 
vernment, and to livtj in a Rate of peace an>/ecurity '. them to the 
In the beginning of the fecond Cummer he afiembled his Roma " £»- 


army, and penetrated farther into the country. He himfelf y" 
always chofe the ground for encamping; the friths and ‘if 7 . ’ 
woods he always firlt examined ; and in the mean time A D. 7 ’ 9 . 
allowed the enemy not a moment’s quiet, but was ever —~—-> 
haralling them with fudden incurfions. Then having fuf- ttgricola'i 
fieiently alarmed and terrified, he uCed to fpare them, 
in order to tempt and allure tftem wiihfhe fwcers of peace, uitir’fain. 
By this conduct feveral comrsunities, which till that dav Several 
had maintained themfelvt^; in a Rate of independency, laid eommuni- 
down their arms, gave holiages, and fuffered fortrefles to be t "’J ab ?" >t 
erected in their territories. This is the account which Ta- Tcftaf C s“ 
citus gives«us of what Agricola performed in the fecond 4 


fummer’s expedition ; but as he fpeaks in general, without 
naming any particular place, it is no eafy mattei tf> deter¬ 
mine through what part of Britain Agricola matched, and 
how far into the country. 

Agricola", having thus fpent the fumme% empl 
wiutei in .meafures extremely advantageous and 
to the end ;rhat the people, wild and difperfed u ,u L „ c 
country, and'fafily excited to war, might, J>y a talle of plea-*^” * 
fures, be reconciled to inactivity and repofe, he firft pri- rujtoms. 
vately exhorted, and then publicly affiited them, to build 
temples, houfes, and places of public refort, reprimanding 
fuch as were dilatory, and commending thofe who were 
afTtduous and forward in fuch purfuits He took care to 
have the fons of their chiefs i nit rutted in the liberal fei- 


oyed the Agricola 
falutary : brtngetke 
AT ,.,. 1. Britons to 


ences; and fuch was his fuccefs, that thofe who had 
lately feorned to learn the Roman language, were now be¬ 
come fond of its elegancies : thence they began to afiume 
the Roman apparel. Thus, by degrees, they proceeded to 
the charms and allurements of vice and effeminacy, tohnag- 
niiicent galleries, fumptuous bagnios, and elegant enter¬ 
tainments. In the beginning of the fummer, Agricola Yr. of PL 
again took the field, and, in purfuit of his conquefts, difeo- *♦»*• 
vered new nations, proceeding northwards as far as the A- D -® 0 * 
m*>uth of the Taus or Tay : whence f#ch terror feized the fffffffff, 
enemy, that they durft not attach him, though his troops his con- 
were hnrafled by terrible tempefts ; fo that he had time to quejh to 
fecute the places he had conquered by erecting forts. It Taus or 
v.’as obferved of Agricola by men of experience, that no 
commander ever chofe his pofts with more Ikill, with tc- 
K ; «d to fituation and convenience; and that no place of 


Tacit, in Vit. Agric. cap, 10—.20. 


ftrength, 
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ftrength, founded by him, was ever taken by florin, or 
abandoned as, fiot defenfible. From r thefe fortrefles fre¬ 
quent excurfions were made; and, as they were fupplied 
with provifions for a year, the Romaus parted the winter in 
them without the lcafl apprehenfion, every fingle fort de¬ 
fending itfelf; fo that the enemy, in all their attempts, 
were baffled, .and reduced to defpair, not being able, as 
formerly, to repair, by their fucccfs in the winter, the 
Ioffes they had fuflained in the fummer k . 

Vr. of TTI. The fourth fummer after ‘ Agricola’s arrival in Britain 
* 4 * 9 - was employed in fettling ami feeuring the places which he 
A ' D ' Sl ‘ had already conquered ; including all the countries on this 
Hetm/icys Glofa and Bodotria, now the Clyde and Foith, into 

thefuui th which rivers the tide, from the oppofite feas, flows fo far 
fummer m up the country, that their heads are parted only lry a narrow 
feru.hg neck of land, not above twenty miles over. 

t> '‘tread “ following year, the lirft of Domilian’s reign, and 

“conquered, the fifth of the Britifh war, he parted the frith himfelf in 
the firft fliip that landed, fubdued, in many fucccfsful en¬ 
counters, tribe* till that time unknown, and placed forces 
in that part of Britain which fronts Ireland ; noyfiTit 1 tie ap¬ 
prehended anydanger from the inhabitantsof th/t ifland, but 
'beqaufe he-alreattyentertained thoughts of reducing it; for, 
as.it lies between Britain and Spain, and is capable of an eafy 
communication with the’coaft of Gaul, Agticola confidered, 
that it would prove of infinite ufe in bringing together thole 
powerful members of the empire. A petty king of the 
country, expelled by domertic diflenfion, was already re¬ 
ceived into proteition by Agricola, and, under the appear¬ 
ance of fricndfhip, referved for a proper occafion ’. For 
thefc conquefts, Domitiau aflumed the title of imperator the 
fourth time. 

Yr. of FI. Next year, Agricola continued his conquefts in Britain, 
*♦ 5 °' or rather Caledonia. As it was apprehended, that the na- 
*’ tions beyond Bodotria, or the frith of Edinburgh, would 
Jgricola's ta ' ie arms > ar, d that all the ways and partages were befet 
farther with the enemy’s forces, his firft ftep was to coaft, and ex- 
tonquefts in amine, by means of his fleet, the large communities beyond 
Britain. the frith, probably Ihofe of the counties of Fife, Angus, 
Mernes, and Aberdeen, <vhich lie beyond Edinburgh frith. 
In this expedition the fleet conftantly attended the army. 
The Britons, upon fight of the fleet, were feized with con- 
flernation and difmay. The feveral nations, inhabiting Ca¬ 
ledonia, had immediate recoutfe to arms, and boldly attack¬ 
ing the Roman forts, caufed great terror and alarm among 

k Tacit, Vit. Agric. cap ta. 1 Idem'ibid. cap. 14. 

the 
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the foldiers; infomuch that there were fome who advifed 
Agricola to return to«this fide of Bodotria, &;ing it was lefs 
fhameful to retreat of their own accord, than to be repulfed, 
and driven by force. As Agricola was informed, that the 
enemy defigned to attack him in different bodies, he di¬ 
vided his army into three parts, and thus marched, to pre¬ 
vent their furrounding him ; for they furpaflld him in num¬ 
bers, and in the knowlege of the country. In confequence 775, 
of this difpofition, the Caledonians changed their meafures, doaiaus at- 
and, in one body, fell upon tfie ninth legitSn. As the at- tack the 
tack was in the night, they flew the guards, entered tfie 
trenches, «nd were already purfuing the daughter in the 
camp, when Agricola, having learnt from his fpies what route p u j,d. 
the enemy had taken, and following their track, commanded 
the !ighteft«of his foot and cavalry to charge them, while yet 
engaged, in the rear, and the whole army to give a loud 
front. By this motion the Caledonians were dismayed, 
and the Romans infpired with frefli courage ; fo that they 
fell upon the enemy with great refolution, and droia them 
to the gate’s of the camp, where a bloody •onfiidl enfued. 

At latt ttu Caledonians were routed; and, had not the 
bogs and wi : ods covered their flight, the war would have 
been vnded 'by this vi&ory. r l his bat^e was probably 
fought in the-county of Fife; for Agricola’s army was at 
that time, as is evident from Tacitus, on the north fide of 
Bodotria, or the frith of Edinburgh ; and the remains of a 
Roman camp are Hill to be feen in that country, at a place 
called Lorhore 01 . 

The Roman foldiers, elated with this fuccefs, and think- The Roman 
ing nothing could now prove infurmountahle to their brave- Jolaiurs de¬ 
c'll demanded to be led into the heart of Caledonia, and to 
the iStmoll limits of Britain, which they hoped to difeover hart of 
by a conftant courfe of fuccefs. On the other hand, the Caltdonia. 
Caledonians, alcribing the victory gained by the Romans, 
not to their fuperior courage, but to the ikili and addrefs 
of their general, loft nothing of their fpirit and refolution ; 
but aimed their youth, removed their wives and children 
into places of fecurity, and, in general%flemblies of their 
federal communities, engaged in .a league, which they 
ratified by folemn facrifices. Thfcs they mutually retired 
for the winter, with minds on both (ides equally irritated, 
and determined upon war and revenge ". 

During the fame fummer, a cohort of Ufipians, levied 
by the Romans in Germany, and tranfported to Britain, 
having fain the centurion, embarked in three vefiels, with 

Tacit, ibid. cap. 14. 

a de- 


01 Gordon Itin. Septentr. p. 36. 
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a defign to return to their own country, forcing the pilots 
to conduct: them 1 ': but one of thefe making his efcape, or 
bringing them'back, as we read in Dio Caffiusj to Britain, 
they fulpedbed, and therefore killed, the other two, and 
abandoned themfelves to the mercy of the winds and waves; 
Britain which, after having long tofled them about the fea, carried 
dijeovered them quite round Britain; infomuch that, departing, ac- 
*f t>‘ a * cording to Dio, from the eaftern, they returned to the wef- 
*^* tt *‘ tern coait, where the Roman army was then encamped “ (L). 

In the following 'year, Ddmitian being conful the tenth 
tirfie, with ikppius, or, as others call him,Oppius Sabinus, the 
brave Agrieola purfued hisconqugUs in Calcdonig with ex- 
tsaordinary fuccefs. Having fent forward his navy, he put 
himfelf at the head of his army lightly equipped, and to it 
added fome of rise braved Britons, whofe fidelity had been 
fufhciently proved by long experience in peace. Thus he 
arrived ^t the Grampian Hills, upon which the enemy were 
Yr of FI. already encamped ; for the Caledonians, undaunted by the 
*431. ifiue of the late battle, and boldly waiting to take revenge, 
A. D. S4. had, by emballies and confederacies, afiembled' the forces 

- of ail their communities, to the number of thirtyet+Tfiuianu, 

7 he Cate- unc j er the command of Galgacus, the mod dillmguilhed of 
‘■all their leaders. # TUofe who defire to be entertained with 
ItThir a fpecimen of Roman eloquence, may perufeAhe harangues 
thirty than- which Tacitus has comptofed for each general, in defcribing 
{emd men. this event. That the Britons as well as the Romans were 
harangued before the aftion', is not to be doubted, no more 
than that Galgacus infided upon thofe topics which were 
mod likely to infered his audience. 

Hitmans Agricola had fenree ended his fpeecb, when the foldiers, 
the raitdo- tranfported with joy, Hew to arms. That general, per- 
Biam un - ceiving them fufhciently animated and inflamed, drew them 
up in order of battle, placing the auxiliary foot, to the num- 


drr tl, t 

eimmond 
nf Galga- 
cu. 


Dio, lib. Ixvi. p. 754. 


(L) Tacitus relates, that 
having failed quite^ round the 
jiland, they were driven on the 
coafts of Germany, where jheir 
veflels being loft, they were 
Seized as pirates by the Suevians 
and Frifians ; and, being fold 
for (laves, fome of them, by 
change of mailers, were brought 
over to the Roman fide of the 
Rhine, where they became fa¬ 
mous by relating fuch an extra¬ 


ordinary adventure, and by dif- 
covering that Britain was an 
iiland. Tlieir proviflons had 
food failed them ; fo that tJfey 
were obliged to make frequent 
defeents, and engage with fe- 
veral of the Britifh nations, in 
which conflicts they often prov¬ 
ed victorious, and were fome* 
times defeated. They were at 
length reduced to fuch diftrefs, 
as to feed upon one another. 

bet 
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ber of eight thoufand men in the centre, and three thoit- 
fand auxiliary horfe i*i the wings. He would not buffer the 
legions to advance •, but commanded them to Hand in or¬ 
der clofe to the entrenchments. The Caledonians w*re 
ranged in fuch manner, that the fiont occupied the plain, 
and the reft rofe fucce (lively upon the brows of the hills, 
one rank clofe above the other. Their chariots of war amt 
cavalry filled the interjacent ground. .Agricola, appre- 
henfive, as the en$my far furpaffed hint in pumbcr, that he 
fliould be attacked at the fame time in the front and on each 
flank, opened and extended Itia line. The onfet was be¬ 
gan at a difiance, by a Mifchargo of mifliles, which the 
Britons fuftained without flinching, and returned with effodV; 
till Agricol.t encouraged three Batavian cohorts, and two 
of the Tui'^rians, to clofe with the enemy, and bring them 
to an engagement hand to hand. The clofe fight proved very 
grievous to the Caledonians, who had no armour Ihit fmall 
round targets and long cutting fwords blunted at tlie point, 
the very fajne kind of weapons which are (till ufed by the 
Hirthlandcrs of Scotland. The Bataviaus"fedoubled their 
blows, wo inded the enemy with the iron bodes of their 
bucklers, mangled their faces, and beating down all who 
oppoftd them in the plain, advanced 1o the nflng-groufid : 
the other cohorts, encouraged by their example, attacked 
the enemy with equal ardour, and made a dreadful havock. 

In the mean time, their cavalry betook themlelves to flight, 
and their chariots of war, mixing with the foot, and en¬ 
tangled with the unevennefs of the place,, oecafioned a ge¬ 
neral difordcr and confufiou in the plain. 

The Britons, who were polled upon the ridges of the 
hills, and had hitherto no fhare in the encounter, now be¬ 
gan to defeend llowly, hoping to furround the Romans who 
were engaged and eager in purfuing tlie advantage they had 
gained : but Agricola, who had forefeen this very delign, 
detached four fquadrons of horfe againft them, which he 
had referved near him for the fudden exigencies of the 
field. Thefe, falling upon the enemy with great vigour 
and intrepidity, obliged them to retire, and put them in 
grttat difordcr : then turning agairjft the Caledonians their 
own devices, they wheeled about, and attacked the enemy 
in the rear. In confequence of this charge, the Caledoni- y/„ Cah- 
ans began to retire in great confufiou. Some of them lied daniamat* 
in large bodies; others, quite unarmed, rulhing into dan- u " trl J 
ger, offered themfelves through defpair to inliant death. raule ‘* i 
On all fides lay fcattered arms, carcafes, and mangled 
iimbs ; and the ground was dyed with blood. Some bands 
of the vanquillied ftill fought with incredible refolution and 

bravery 
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bravery $ and, when they gained the woods, they rallied, 
and furrounded their purfuers, who, without knowing the 
country, had ventured too far: whence the conquerors mult 
have fuffered fome terrible dittafter, had not Agricola, who 
was conftantly flying from one quarter to another, ordered 
the light-armed cohorts to invert the enemy on all fides, 
hnd fome of the cavalry to difmount, and enter the narrow 
pafies, while the rert of the horfe advanced into the more 
open and paflajde parts of the wood, {n fine, the Caledo¬ 
nians were totally routed, and fled for {belter to their woods 
and deferts, after they had fort ton thoufand men killed on 
the field of battle : whereas the fbfs of the RomSns did not 
exceed three hundred and forty, including Aulus Atticus, 
commander of a cohort, who by his youthful ardour, was 
hurried into the midft of the enemy f (M). 

The following night proved a night of great joy to the 
conquerors, both from vitlory and fpoil: but the Caledo¬ 
nians, both men and'women, crying and howling, wan¬ 
dered in defpair : fome dragged away their wounded ; others 
were heard cabling for their loft friends ■, all al'aijj.Lusr'L 
th^ir houfes, and fome in rage even fet fire to them : at 
length they totally difappeared. Next day, when from the 
fpi-es, who had »beelt difpatched into all quarters,'it was 
learnt, that no certain t tiaces could be difeovered whither 
the enemy had fled, and that they had no-where rallied in 
bodies, Agricola, confiderisg that the fummer was already 
far fpent, and confequently that he could not purfue the 
operations of th£ war, led his army into the country of the 
Horeftians, fuppofed to be the fhire of Angus. Having 
received hoftages, he ordered the admiral of the fleet to fail 
round Britain, furnithing him with proper forces for that 
expedition, which he happily accomplifbed; and thence 
proved Britain to be an ifland. On this occafion were dif¬ 
eovered and fubdued the ifles of Orkney, and Thule, now 
called Iceland, or, as others infill, Shetland. In the mean 
time, Agricola himfelf led on the foot and horfe with a 
flow pace, that the minds of thefe new-conquered nations 
might be awed and difmayed by prolonging his march 
through their country.* t He then put his army into winrer- 
quarters. Soon after the fleet having failed round the 
ifland, returned to the port whence it had departed (N). 

Thus 


Tacit, in Vit. Agricol. cap. 35—38. 

(Ml Antiquaries .are not (N) That port is called by 
agreed about the place where Tacitus, Trutulenfis, which is 
this battle was fought. entirely unknown. Some, in- 

ftead 
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Thus, after many druggies and contcfl.s x Britain was at 
length entirely reduced ; but the Romans did not long con¬ 
tinue mailers, at lead of Caledonia, what Agricola gained 
being foon after loft by Domitian. The poet Juvenal lpcjks 
of a Britifh king, named Arviragus, who was at war with 
the Romans in Domitian’s reign “>; and all the Scots hifto- 
rians relate, that, upon the dcpaiture of Agricola, the Ca¬ 
ledonians poffdTed themfelves of the caftles and forts raifed 
by him in their country. T]Jtc Romryt Ipflorians fcatce 
take any notice of the Britifh affairs till the reign of tile 
emperor Adrian, who came flver into Britain, where he 
built a wall eighty miles hi length, in order to feparate the 
Romans from the Barbarians r . 

Agricola immediately acquainted Domitian by letters 
with thefifccefs that had attended his arm s’in Britain. The 
account was plain and modefl, without oftentation, or pomp. 
The emperor received it with joy in his countenance, but 
anguifh in his heart, being convinced, that his late mock- 
triumph oyer the Germans was held in public drrilion; 
^whereas now a true and glorious victory,* gained by the 
daughter of fo many thoufands of the enemy, was every 
where founded by the voice of fame, and received with uni- 
verfaKtpplaufe. He could not endurtf, that the name ef a 
private man Ihould be exalted above that of the prince : tc 
the emperor alone, he thought, properly appertained the 
glory and renown of being a great general. 1 ortured with 
thefe anxious thoughts, and indulging his humour of being 
fhut up in fecret, a certain indication tha^ he was meditat¬ 
ing fome bloody defign, he at laft judged it the belt courfe 
to fmother his rancour till the reputation of thefe conquefts, 
and the affe£tion of the army to Agricola, were fomewhat 
abated. To him, therefore, he caufed to be decreed by 
the fenate the triumphal ornaments, a ftatue crowned with 
laurel, and every honour inflead of a real triumph, heigh¬ 
tening thefe ceremonies with many expreflions of efleem 
and refpedt: but, in the mean time, he refolved to recall 
him ; and that this ftep might not be aferibed to jealoufy 
or envy, he caufed a report to be fpread abroad, that to 
A^ricola was deltined the province of Syria, a government 
then vacant by the death of Atilius Rufus, a man of con- 


s Juven. Satir. iv. ver. 38. r Spart. in Vit. Hadriani. 


fteadof TrutulenCs, read Rhu- 
tupeniis, fuppofed to be Sand¬ 
wich haven : but from Tacitus 
it is in.mifeft, that the fleet at 
that time attended A licoia in 


Caledonia, or Scotland; and 
confequently mull have failed 
from fome port of that king¬ 
dom. 
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fular dignity. Agricola furrendered to his fiiccefTor, pro¬ 
bably SalluftiusKoecundus, the province now fettled in per¬ 
fect peace and"tranquility. To avoid an popular diRinction, 
by having a concourfc of people to meet him, he entered 
Rome by night, and went, as he was directed, to the pa¬ 
lace ; where he was received by the emperor with a flight 
embrace, without a word faid, and then palled undiltin- 
guifhed amonglt the crowd of courtiers. From this time 
forward, to lefl'en the reputation he had acquired of a mi¬ 
litary man, and a jfallant eorrtmander, a name ever dill,iltc- 
ful to thofe who live thenjfelves in idlencfs, he refigned 
himfelf entirely to inactivity and/epofe. 

. After the departure of Agricoh, we have but fliort and 
unconnected accounts of the tranfaClions in this ifland, 
till the reign of. the emperor Adrian. Wc dp not even 
know who was Agricola’s fucceflor in the government of 
Britain., We only read in Suetonius 5 , that Sallutfius Lu- 
Cullus was legate of Britain in the reign of Doniitian ; and 
that he was put to death by that prince, for fullering his 
name to be giv^ji to a fort of fpears which he had invented. 
In the reigns of Nerva, whofucceeded Dontitian, andTia»— 
jail, who fucceded Nerva, fomc commotions happened in 
1 the, illand •, but all ye know of them is, that they were 
foon appeafed, and that the country was reltored to its 
former tranquility, by the Roman troops quartered there j 
which, according to Jofephus, amounted to four legions '. 

In the reign of Adrian, the fucceflor of Trajan, the Ca¬ 
ledonians, having demoliflted foine of the forts built by 
Agricola betweefi the above mentioned friths, made an ir¬ 
ruption into the Roman province. In the firft year of A- 
drian’s reign, Julius Severus, a commander of great re* 
nown, was difpatched again!! them ; but he being fuddenly 
recalled, and employed again!! the Jew's, then in rebellion, 
Prifcus Licinius was fent over in his room, and followed 
foon after by the emperor in perfon ; whole arrival flruck 
the Caledonians with fuch terror, that abandoning the 
countries they had feized, they retired to the rqore northern 
parts of the ifland.# Adrian, not thinking it worth his while 
to make war upon thejn, in order to keep them quiet £e- 
linqaifhed all the country between the Tyne and the two 
friths ; but at the fame time to reftrain them from making 
incurfions into the Roman province, he caufed a wall to be 
built, extending from the Eden, in Cumberland, to the Tyne, 
in Northumberland, eighty miles in length u . Having thus 

* Suet, in Domit. t Jofeph. apud Camden, in Roman. Spar- 
tian. in Hadrian, cap. 5. 11 Idem ibid. p. 6. 
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fettled affairs in Britain, and reformed rnany abufes, be 
returned to Home, rybere [ ie was honoured'with the title of 
Reftorer of Britain. 

To Adrian fucceeded Antoninus Pius, in whofe resign 
the Brigantes revolted ; and the Caledonians having, in l'e- 
veral places, dcmolifhed Adrian’s rampart, began again to 
ravage the Roman territories. Againft them was fent Lol- 
lius Urbicus, who obliged the Brigantes to fubmit once 
more to the Homan yoke. Having driven back the nor¬ 
thern Barbarians, he confined* them within narrower bounds 
than before, by a new wall, .extending from the Forth to 
the Clyde., as appears beyJond all doubt from certain inscrip¬ 
tions upon (tones found in this wall, part of which ftill re¬ 
mains in the neighbourhood of Dunbritton ; which itoncs 
are preferred in the college of Glafgow. For thele atchieve- 
ments, Antoninus received the furname of Britannicus, 
though he had never feen Britain himfelf. 

In the reign of Marcus Aurelius, the fucceflor of Anto¬ 
ninus Pius, new commotions were railed in Britain ; which 
obliged the emperor to fend thither Calpurnius Agricola, 
‘who, it feems, appealed them ; for Fronto, the famous ora¬ 
tor, as quoted by Eumenius, in a panegyric on the emperor 
Marnus Aurelius, fays, among other-thijigs, that though,* 
redding in his palace at Rome, he had committed the ma¬ 
nagement of the war to one of his'generals, yet, like a pi¬ 
lot fitting at the ftern, and guiding the helm, he deferved. 
the honour of the whole expedition w . 

Marcus Aurelius fucceeded Commodus, in whofe reign 
the Caledonians, having palled the wall which parted them 
from the Romans, and cut in pieces the Roman general, 
and mod of his army, committed dreadful devastations, 
without reftraint, till Ulpius Marcellus was fent againft 
them, who drove back the Caledonians with great (laughter, 
and reftored the illand to its former tranquility. The repu¬ 
tation he gained in this expedition was fo great, that the 
emperor, thinking his own glory eclipfed by that of his ge¬ 
neral, refolvcd to put him to death; but, in the end, only 
removed him from his government: fAr the great advan¬ 
tages gained by Ulpius in Britain, Commodus affirmed the 
title of imperator the lixth time *. ’ That brave commander 
had no foonet left Britain, than the army began to mutiny, 
complaining chiefly of Perennis, the emperor’s favourite, 
who, governing with abfolute authority, fent only perfons 
of the equeftrian order to command the British army, whom 

" Eumen. Panegyr. x. * Dio, lib. txji, p. 8ti. Canid. 

Niimifm. 7. Spedius, fol. 1331 
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the foldiers therefore refufed to obey. The mutiny was car¬ 
ried fo far, thr.t the army fent deputies to Rome, fifteen 
hundred, fays Dio Caffius, of their own body, to complain 
of Perennis. Thefe the emperor received without the city ; 
and being informed by them that Perennis afpired to the 
empire, and had, with that view, cafhiered the braved offi¬ 
cers, and placed his own creatures in their room, he deli¬ 
vered the traitor to the fury of the prtetorian bands, which 
he then commapdcij, and myft have no lefs enraged than 
he,had done the Britidi army ; for he was, after a thoufand 
outrages, torn in pieces by them, with his wife, his fider, 
and his two fons r. In the meafi time Helviua*Pcrtiuax, 

• afterwards emperor, was fent into Britain, to bring back 
the mutinous army to a fenfe of their duty. Upon his ar¬ 
rival the foldiery 1 , not able to bear the tyrannical govern¬ 
ment of Commodus, offered him the fovercignty ; but he, 
by rejefting their offer with indignation, and proceeding 
with too much feverity againd the mutineers, provoked 
them to fuch a degree, that one of the legions openly re¬ 
volting, much blood was fired, and Pertinax himfelf left for^ 
dead among the Haiti. However, in fpite of all obdacles, 
he brought the army at lad to fubmit, and redored tran¬ 
quility to the province ; but as his feverity bad excitid the 
ill-will and hatred of the foldiery, he was fome time after 
recalled, at his own requed, Clodius Albinus being ap¬ 
pointed governor of Britain,in his room *. Albinus hav¬ 
ing, in a fpeech to the foldiery, upon a falfe report of the 
emperor’s death, declared for the power of the fenate againd 
that of the emperor, was commanded by Commodus to re- 
fign the government of Britain to Junius Severus: but 
Commodus being foon after murdered, Pertinax, his fuc- 
ceffor, ordered Albinus again into Britain, where be conti¬ 
nued during the fhort reigns of Pertinax and Didius Julia- 
nus. As he had, by his generofity, gained the affeilions 
of the Britifh army, he was, upon the death of Julianus, 
proclaimed emperor. To maintain bis title againd Severus, 
who had received the fame honour from the army in Pan- 
nonia, be paffed efrer into Gaul with his Britifh troops ; 
but being encountered by his rival in the neighbourhood 
Lyons, his army was defeated, and himfelf (lain. 

Severus, now mader of the whole Roman empire, di¬ 
vided Britain into two governments, not thinking it per¬ 
haps advifeable to trud one man with fo great a command. 
The hither, or fouthern part of the iiland, was given to He- 
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raclitus, and the northern to Virius Lupus, which laft was 
fo harafled by the continual inroads of the,Caledonians, 
that he was at length obliged to purchafe a peace with mo¬ 
ney ; which they maintained till the fifteenth year of Se- 
verus’s reign, when breaking again into the Roman pro¬ 
vince, they committed moft dreadful devaftations. Virius 
Lupus, not thinking himfelf in a condition to withftand 
them, retired as they advanced, and in the mean time ac¬ 
quainted the emperor with the (late of ^flairs, and the dan¬ 
gers that threatened the province. Severus, upon receiving 
this intelligence, refolved to pot an end to the daily incur- 
fions of the enemy, by tlfc entire conquelt of the North, 
and fet out for Britain, at the head of a numerous army, 
accompanied by his two fons Caracalla and Geta. The Ca¬ 
ledonians »o fooner heard of his arrival,* than they fent 
ambaffadors, offering to conclude a peace upon honourable 
terms. Thefe the emperor detained, till he was read)»to take 
the field, and then difmified, without granting their requelt. 

As foon as the feafon was fit for action, he marclied into 
their country, which he ravaged with firty and fword, to 
the moft diftant and northern coafts of the ifland Though 
no battle was fought in this expedition, yet partly by the 
enemji’s continual ambufeades, partly by file hardlhip^ and 
toils the foldiers underwent in cutting down woods, build¬ 
ing bridges, and draining marlhes,'fifty thoufand are faid 
to have periihed. The Caledonians, however, were obliged 
to purchafe a peace, by yielding to the Romans part of their 
country, and delivering up their arms. Having concluded 
a peace with the Caledonians, he returnee! to York, leav¬ 
ing to his fon Caracalla the command of the army, and 
the talk of finilhing the wall he had begun : for this expe¬ 
dition Severus was honoured by the fenate with the title of 
Britannicus Maximus, and his two fons with that of Bri- 
tannicus *. The emperor being taken ill at York, the 
Caledonians were no fooner informed of his indifpofition, 
than they univerfally took up arms; a revolt which provoked 
Severus to fuch a degree, that he ordered his fon Caracalla 
to enter their country with the whole artny, and put all he 
m^t to the fword, without diftin£Uon of fex or age: but 
the emperor dying before his ordefs could be put in execu¬ 
tion, his two fons, having concluded a fhameful peace with 
the Caledonians, returned to Rome b . 

In the reigns of the twelve fucceeding emperors, Macri- 
nus, Heliogabalus, Alexander, Maximinus, Pupienus, Gor¬ 
dian, Philip, Decius, Gallus, Valerian, Gallicnus, and 

Spart. in Sever. Goltr, p. 88, fc Dio, lib.lxxviii. p. 88*. 
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Claudius, we are left almoft in the dark as to the affairs of 
Britain •, for all we know, while th^fe princes ruled, is, 
that Britain (till continued to be a Roman province ; that 
m ( the reign of Gordian Ill. it was governed by Nonnius- 
Philippas (O); that under Valerian and Gallienus, the Pu>- 
man troops quartered in the North, to reftrain the Caledo¬ 
nians, were commanded by Defidienus- fElianus (P); that 
Britain, revolting from Gallienus, declared for Pofthumus, 
who had ufurped the fovereignty in Gaul; that of the thirty 
ufurpers, or, as'they are ilyle'd, tyrants, belides Pofthumus, 
the following were aeknowleged in Britain ; Lollianus, 
Victorianus, and Tctricus, of wi'xim the laII b^ing over¬ 
come by the emperor Aurelian, Britain fubmitted to the 
conq'ueror, who fent hither Conftantius, the father of Con- 
ftantine the Great, to eftablifh his authority in,'he ifland c . 
Aurelian was fuccecded by Tacitus, and he, after a fhort 
reign of, about fix months, by Probus, in whofe time Bo- 
nofus, defeended of a Spanilh family, but bom in Britain, 
ufurped the fovereignty, and w,as acknowlcged here, as well 
as in Gaul and«Spain ; but being, after levcral battles, re¬ 
duced by Probus to great difficulties, lie chofe rather to 
ftraugle hinifelf, than fall into the hands of the conque- 
»°t ( Q^). Prolyis was, according to Vopifcus d , t^.e firit 

' Eumen. Panegyr. ix. St x. Trebel. Poll, in 30 Tyran, d Vo- 
pife. in Prob. cap. 18. 


" (O) This we learn, notwith- 
Handing the filen^e of the Ro¬ 
man hiftorians, from an ancient 
infeription found at a place, by 
the Romans called Ca.fra Ex- 
ploratorum, and by us Old Car- 
lifle. It is a votive infeription 
for the health of the emperor, 
ef life wife, and the whole im¬ 
perial family, erected by the 
Roman horle quartered in Bri¬ 
tain, under the command of 
aEmilius Crifpinus, a native of 
Tuidrum in Africa, fn two 
ether inferiptions found at*Lan- 
ehefter in the county of Dur¬ 
ham, mention is made of Mse- 
eiiius Fufcus, and Cneius Lu- 
cilianus, both propraetors of 
Britain in the reign of the fame 
emperor Gordian III. 

ft) Zo£ lib. i. p. 865. 


(P) This appears from the 
following infeription found in 
Northumberland 1 

pr.o SALVTE 

DES-IDIENI ZELlANt PttJF- . . . 

ET SVA S. 

POSVIT VOT. 

» . AO. SOLVIT LIBE- 
KS TVSCO ET BAS¬ 
SO GOSS. 

( Q,) Zofimus (1) and Zo- 
naras (z) tell us, that a gover¬ 
nor, fent hither by Probus,<af- 
lumed the imperial purple j 
but was foon after killed by Vic- 
torinus, upon whofe recom¬ 
mendation be had been prefer¬ 
red to the government of (his 
iiland. 

(1) Zonar. p. 256. 
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that allowed the Briton6, Spaniards, an 4 Gauls, to plant 
vines. The fame amperor having, in an engagement on 
the banks of the Rhine with the Burgundians and Vandals, 
taken their king Igillus prifoner, with many others of th^fe 
nations, tranfpianted them into Britain 

In the beginning of Dioclefian’s reign, Caraufics, a na¬ 
tive of Gaul, palling over into Britain, affirmed the title of 
emperor, and was acknowlcged by all the troops quartered 
here,; nay, bv a treaty conclyded bctwpcn # him and Maxi- 
mian, whom Dioclefian had taken for his partner in the em¬ 
pire, Britain was given up to*Caraufius, who governed it 
with the title of emperorVor the fpaceof fix or feven years; 
but was afterwards killed by Alledlus ; as was Alle£lus, who 
had caufed himfelf to be proclaimed emperor in Britain, in 
a pitched Axittle with Afclepiodotus, one’of Conftantius’s 
•officers. Upon his death, Britain was reunited to the em¬ 
pire, after it had been held about feven years by Csraufius, 
and three by Alletlus. The two emperors, Dioclefian and 
Maximian. having refigned the empire to Galerius and Con- 
11 antius, the latter, to wbofe lhare the wtitern provinces 
fell, foon after his accelhon to the empire, paffed over into 
Britain, to make war on the Caledonians and Pi£ts, whom 
he overcame ; but, not long after, died «t York f , where 
he had the fatisfadhion to fee his fon Conftantine before he 
expired, and to appoint him his fucccffor; fo that Conftan- 
tine began his reign in Britain, and, fome time after, re¬ 
turned to this ifland, probably to reftrain the incurfions of 
the Caledonians- He altered tbe-divifion o/ Britain, which, 
by Severus, had been formed.into two provinces only ; but 
was by him divided into three, Britannia Prima, Britannia 
fjccunda, and Maxima Csefarienfis, which laft was after¬ 
wards fubdivided into two parts, namely, Maxima Csefa- 
tienfis, and Flavia Cxfarienfis. The removal of the impe- 
tial feat from Rome to Conftantinople, which happened in 
■the reign of Conllanfinc, gave the northern nations an op¬ 
portunity of making frequent irruptions into the Roman 
province, the emperor having carried with him, firft into 
Gaul, ant^afterwards into the Eaft, not* only moll of the 
Raman troops quartered in Britain^ ‘but likewife the flower 
of the Britilh yputh ; on which account he is cenfured by 
S^ofimus, for neglefling the boundary of the empire on this 
fide s . 

Conftantine divided the empire amopg his three fons, 
Conftantine, Conftans, and Conftantius, of whom the Iat— 

' Zof. lib. i. p. 865. ' Hier. Cliron. Aur. Via. p. J»6. 

Eutrop. p. 587. ( Zof. lib. ii. 
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ter, being in a ihort time poffeffed of the whole, fent into 
Britain the famous notary anil infornfer Paulus, furnamed 
Catena, to bring from thence the tribunes, and other of¬ 
ficers, who had joined Magncntius. , Conftantius, about the 
latter end of his reign, committed the government of the 
weftern provinces to Julian, afterwards called the Apoftate, 
who being informed, while he was in his winter-quarters at 
Paris, that the Pitfls and Scots, about this time firft diftin- 
guifhed in hiftory by that nr.me (R), had broken into the 
Roman province, and committed horrid ravages, difpatched 
his lieutenant Lupicinus, w'tth fome troops, againft them. 
Lupicinus, embarking at Bologne in the depth e of winter, 
reached London in a few days ; but he had fcarce landed 
his troops, when he was recalled h , the northern nations 
having perhaps appeafed Julian by their fubmiilion. Dur¬ 
ing the fhort reigns of Julian and Jovian, we find nothing 
in hiftfiry concerning the affairs of Britain: but, under Va- 
lentinian I. the Pidfs, Scots, Attacots, Saxons, and other 
northern nations, invaded the Roman province.at the fame 
tinSe } and having killed Ne&aridus, count of the maritime 
tra&, and Fullofnudes, who is diftinguifhed with the title 
of dux or duke, ravaged the country to a great extent, and 
reduced the inhabitants to a molt deplorable condition. 

Intelligence of this invafion being brought to Valentinian, 
while he was on his journey from Amiens to Treves, he 
immediately difpatched intc. Britain Severus, his comes do- 
meflicorum ; but fqon after recalled him, and fent Jovinus 
in his room-, who having acquainted the emperor with the 
miferable condition to whicb the ifiand was reduced, and 
the ftill greater evils with which it was threatened, Theo- 
dofius, father to the emperor of that name, was chofen for 
this province, and trufted with the folc direftion of fo trou- 
blefome a war. Theodofius, upon his arrival in Britain, 
divided his forces into different parties, which advancing 
againft the enemy, who were roving up and down the coun¬ 
try, put great numbers of them to death, recovered the 

Ammi^n. lib. xx. p. 154. 

(R) Ampmnus Marcefiinus, Greek philofopher, who wrote 
who wrote towards the latter an age before Ammianus. The 
end of the fourth century, is the paffage is as follows: “ Neither 
firft hiftorian that mentions the %ritain, a province fertile in 
Scots i but St. Jerppi, in his tyrants, nor the Scottilh nations, 
epiftle againft Ctefiphon the Pe- nor the barbarous nations round 
lagian, hag given us a much about to the very ocean, did 
more ancient paffage, which he ever acknowlege Mpfes and the 
tranllated out of Porphyry the prophets.” 
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booty and prifoners they had taken, and obliged them to 
abandon the province The Barbarians being thus repulfed, 
Theodofius entered Lundonium, or London, in a kind of 
triumph, and reftored that, as well as feveral other cities, 
which had greatly fullered by the late invafions, to their for¬ 
mer fplendor. As the Barbarians had retired beyond the 
friths of Glota and Bodotria, he eredled feveral caftles on 
the ifthmus between the two feas, in order to reftrain them 
from making frefh incurfions into the province. By thefe 
means, all the country between Adrian s w 311 and the two 
friths, which had been for forr«? time held by the Piifls, w*as 
recovered.. This tra£t Tkeodofius formed into a fifth pro- ami malts 
vince, to which the emperor gave the name of Valentia, a fifth pro * 
probably from that of his brother Valens. Theodofius, be- 
fore be leffcthe illand, crufhed, in its beginning, the revolt 
of Valentine, or Valentinian, who, being banillied into 
Britain, bad prevailed upon feme of the inhabitants to pro¬ 
claim him emperor; but Theodofius, having feized the 
ufurper, delivered him up to the civil magiftrates 

Britain being reftored to its former tranquility, Theodo¬ 
fius returned to the emperor, by whom he was very graci- 
oufiy received. In the joint reign of the fuceeeding princes, 
Valentinian II. and Gratian, Maximus, wjio commanded m'Maximut 
Britain, hearing that Gratian had made Theodofius the u J ur P s >** 
Younger bis colleague in the empite, and highly affronted 
at the preference given to a perfon, in bis opinion, fo much 
beneath him in merit, refolved to affume the imperial pur¬ 
ple, and equal his rival. Accordingly, having gained over 
lo his party the Roman legions quartered In Britain, he car¬ 
ried them, with the flower of the Britifli youth, into Gaul. 

As thefe never returned to their native country, being either 
cut off with their leader, or fettling elfewhere, the nation, 
thus bereft of its ftrength, became afterwards an eafy prey 
to the Pi&s and Scots. In the teign of Theodofius, the 
Scot6 and Pi cl? were kept in awe by Chryfantius, the fon 
of Marciap hilltop of Conflantinople, who being appointed 
governor of Britain, acquitted himfelf in that capacity with 
great reputation k . » 

. Theodofius was fucceeded by hig two fons Arcadius and 
Honorius, the former having the* government of the Eaft, 
and the latter that of the Weft. As Honorius was very 
young, the famous Stilicho, who had been appointed by 
Theodofius regent of the weftern empire during the mino¬ 
rity of his fon, is fuppofed to have fent over a legion into 
Britain, to defend it againft the Scots, the Pi£ls, and the 

1 Amnjian, lib. x*viii. p. 368. k Socrat. lib. vii. 

H 4 Saxons. 
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Saxons'; Be this as it may, it is certain that he fecured 
Britain againfl &e incurfions of its gncient enemies; as 
Claudian, in enumerating the great feats of Stilicho before 
his firft confulfhip, tells us, that he fuccoured Britain, at¬ 
tacked by the neighbouring nations, meaning the Scots ; 
that he fecured it from the efforts of the Pidts; and that 
he defended the Britifh coafts againfl the defcents of the 
Saxons ra . He adds elfewhere, that the Saxons being 
overcome, the fea was in a flate of tranquility; and that 
the Pitts having loft their ft/ength, Britain was delivered 
fro?n her fears. About this time, a proper officer was ap¬ 
pointed to guard the coafl agai ill the attempts of the 
Baxons, who bore the title of comes limitis Saxomci; but, 
not long after, the empire being over-run by the Alans, the 
Vandals, and the cSuevians, molt of the Roman troops quar¬ 
tered in Britain were recalled, and the ifland left almofl de- 
fencele%and open to the attacks of the Scots and Pidls. Ill 
this fituation the natives, expetting no affiftance from Ho- 
norius, refolved to appoint an emperor of their own ; and 
accordingly invented with that dignity one Mark, whom, 
though an officer of great credit among them, in a few days 
they affaffinated, and nominated Gratian, a native of Bri¬ 
tain, to fucceed him ". Gratian, after a fhort reign of four 
months, met with the fame fate; and his fucceffor was 
Conflantine, a commort foldier, who was chofen merely 
for the fake of his name, in honour of Conflantine the 
Great. The new prince compelled the Scots and Pidls to 
quit the Roman province, and retire beyond the two friths ; 
which fuccefs infpiring him with a great opinion of his own 
merit and good fortune, he formed a defignof making hitn- 
felf mafter of the whole empire. With this view, he paffecl 
over into Gaul, taking with him the few Roman forces that 
had been left there, and fuch of the Britons as were able to 
bear arms- We have mentioned the fuccefs that attended 
him at firft in Gaui and Spain, and his unfortunate end, in 
a former volume. 

The unhappy Britons, thus left to themfelves after the 
departure of the Homans, and the flower of their youth, 
were more haraffed than ever bythe Scots, the Pidls, and 
other northern nations. Who, meeting with little or no op- 
pofition, invaded their country, and ravaging it with fire 
and fword.-foon reduced them to a miferable condition. In 
this ftate they continued from the year 407, when the 
ufwper Conflantine paffed over into Gaul, to 410, when, 

I Uff. Ecctcf. Britann. Antiq. p 595. m Claudian. de Laud, 
Stil. lib.il. p. 140. » Soz. lib. ix. cap. 11. p. Sij. 
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after having often implored in vain the emperor’s afliftance, 
they withdrew their ^obedience to Rome , and, being re- 
folved to defend themfelves with their own ftrength, refufed 
any longer to obey the laws of the empire. The emperor 
Honorius feemed to approve their conduct; for by his fet¬ 
ters he permitted, and even advifed them, to provide for 
their own fafety. This implied renunciation was made, ac¬ 
cording to Bede ?, a little after the taking of Rome by Ala- 
tic, in the year of the city 1158. The Britons, now again 
a free people, appear to havl at firft fought with fuccefs 
again ft their ancient and irreconcilable enemies the ScSts 
and Pi<£fs,; as, according^to Zofimus, they delivered their 
cities from the infults of a tyrannical foe : but, being at 
length overpowered, they implored the emperor’s protec¬ 
tion, prom^ing an entire and perpetual obedience to Rome, 
provided they weie delivered from the defpotifm and op- 
prellion of their mercilefs enemies. 

Honorius, touched with compafTion, fent a legion to 
their relief ; which, landing unexpectedly in Britain, flew 
great numbers of the Scots and Riffs. .Having obliged 
them to retire beyond the friths of Edinburgh and Dun- 
britton, they advifed the natives to build a wall on the ifth- 
mus from fea to fea, and then returped § to the continent, 
where their affxftance was required to repulfe the Barbari¬ 
ans, making inroads from all quartets into the empire. 
The Britons, without lofs of time, applied themfelves to the 
building of the wall; but, as it was only conftructed of turf, 
the Barbarians made breaches in feveral places, and, pour¬ 
ing in upon the territories of the Britons like a torrent, 
committed more dreadful ravages than ever, deftroying 
everything with fire and fword s. 

The unhappy Britons, after many miferies and calamities, 
fent deputies again to the emperor; who, appearing before 
him with their garments rent, and duft on their heads, pre¬ 
vailed upon him to fend frelh forces to their relief. Thefe, 
h.'.ftening into Britain, fell upon the Barbarians, not in the 
Ieaft apprifed of their arrival, and made a dreadful havock 
of them, while they were wandering about the ifland iu 
qyeft of booty r . The Scots and fiefs being thus driven 
beyond the friths juft mentioned, the Romans, who had no 
ambitious view in aflifting the diftrefled Britons, but aided 
them merely out of compaffion and good-nature, told them 
plainly, that they were to expert no farther afliftance from 
the emperor ; that the troops he had now fent were ordered 

° Zof. lib. vi. p. 817. P Bed. Hift. cap. n. s Gild. Excid, 
Britan, cap. is, 13. p. 117. ’ Hera. ibid. cap. 14. p. 118. 
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back to the continent, to oppofe the Barbarians, who ex¬ 
tended their ravages to all parts of tip: empire ; and that 
they were therefore obliged to take their laft farewel of 
Britain, and entirely abandon the ifland. After this decla¬ 
ration, Gallio of Kavenna, commander of the Roman troops, 
exhorted the Britons to defend themfelves for the future, 
by fighting manfully for their country, their wives, their 
children, and, what ought to be dearer than life itfelf, their 
liberty, againft an enemy no ftronger than themfelves, 
provided they fooufd but lay afide their fears, and exert 
their ancient fortitude and courage. 

Not fatisfied with encouraging ithem, that they might be 
the better able to withftand the attacks of the enemy, he 
advifed them to build a wall, not of turf, but of ftone, offer¬ 
ing them the afliftance of his foldiers, under Iks own di- 
•TheBritons re £tj on j n the work. Accordingly, the Britons, jointly 
“** with the Romans, began to eredt the new wall, and carried 
et tr itia . Qn •with fuch expedition, that, though eight feet in 
breadth, and twelve in height, it was foon finifhed. This 
wall, according/o Bede % flood in the line of that which 
was built by Severus. They likewife raifed towers at con¬ 
venient diftances on the eaft coaft againft the Saxons, and 
othpr Barbarians* who, coming from Germany, made fre¬ 
quent defeents on that fide. The Roman commander, hav¬ 
ing thus fecured the nation, took pains to inftrudt the na¬ 
tives in the art of war; then, leaving among them patterns 
of the weapons he had taught them to make, he, with his 
TAr Bo- Romans, took his laft farewel of Britain ; and, telling the 
T/nirlafl ® r 'tons that they rouft expe£t their return no more, he 
fa renvoi crofted over to the continent 1 (S). The Britons fought, as 

cf Britain, we have feen, for many years againft the Romans, in de¬ 
fence of their liberty ; and it was not without much blood- 
fhed that they fubmitted to the yoke: but being at length 

• Bed. Hid. cap. iz. p. 156. t Gild. cap. 14. p. 118. Bed. Hilt, 
cap.11. p. 1jfi. 

(S) As to the year, in which reign (1). Bede, in his hiftory, 
Britain was thus fiflallv aban- (peaks of the departure of the 
doned, there is a great difeeree- Romans as happening in 4151 
ment among chronologers, wme (2); but in- his Chronicle, lie 
placing the retreat of the Ro- feems to fuppofe it to have 
mans in 426, fome in 43;, or happened even before the year 
437. According to Alford, Gal- 423, and hence Alford places it 
lio returned to Gaul in 422, the in 422. 
twenty-eighth year of Honori us’s 

(1) Alford. Annal. ad hunc Ann. (2) Bed. Hid. lib. i. cap. 

J2, 13. p. 14,1 S . 

pleated 
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pleafed with their fcrvitude, and become, % as it were, one 
nation with their conquerors, who had cortfinued among 
them for the fpace of four hundred years and upwards, they 
were no lefs unwilling to part with them, than they \jad 
been at firft to receive them ; becaufe, indeed, they now 
depended upon them for protection from their lavage 
enemies. 

SECT. III. 

The Hiftorv of Britain , from its being abandoned by V:c 
Romans to the Invaf.ons of the singles and Saxons. 

'T'H E Scots and Piifts no fooner heard of the departure Tin San 
-*■ of tht Romans, than, landing in fvVarms from their and Pip» 
leathern veflels on the lands of the Britons, they com- 
mitted greater ravages than ever, deftroying all they found 
with fire and fword. Thefe two nations, differing fome- 
what in manners, but equally greedy of fpoil and booty, 
feeing the cowardly Britons fly like fheep before them, re¬ 
folded to attack the wall, which had been lately repaired. 

At their approach, the Britons, inltead ot preparing for a 
vigofttus defence, (food trembling on the battlements,. tillT 
the enemy, more bold and a£tive, brought fome of them to 
the ground with long iron hooks, and driving the reft, with 
fhowers of darts and arrows, fi;om their ftations, made tbem- 
felvesmaftcrs of the wall. The Britons betook themfelves to 
flight, which, however, could not fave them; for the Scots 
and Pi£ts, purfuing them clofe, made a dreadful havock of the 
fugitives, and took poileffion of the frontier towns, which 
they found deferted by the inhabitants. As the enemy met 
with no oppofition, they traverfed the whole country, and 
ravaged it without controul. 'Phis general havock and de¬ 
valuation occafioned a dreadful famine ; from whence new 
mifehiefs arofe, and a kind of civil war among the Britons 

themfelves,being compelled, fortheirfupport.toplunder each 

other, and take from their friends the little the common ene¬ 
my had left. The whole country beftig thus ruined, the 
femme became general, and raged to fuch a degree, that the 
Britons who remained, were obliged to fly to the woods, 
and there live upon what they could procure by hunting". 

In this deplorable condition they continued fome years. 

The Britons had already kings of their own ; for Gildas, in 
bis ufual melancholy {train, condemns his countrymen for 
yaifing to the throne fuch men only as were remarkable for 


••Gild, cap, 15,16. p, ji8. 
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their cruelty w . Perhaps they judged them beft qualified to 
redrefs the diforfiers, and put a flop tp the robberies, that 
prevailed all 6ver the ifland. The fame author adds, that 
thofe who had placed them on the throne, were foon after 
infirumental in their affafiination ; not becaufe they had 
found them guilty of any crime, but that they might choofe 
■wot'fe men in their room. If any of their princes proved 
more miid and humane than the reft, he was abhorred by 
all as a coward, and perfecuted as a public enemy x . The 
unhappy Britons, thus at variance among themfelves, and 
at Ithe fame time prefled wifh famine, and purfued by a 
mercilefs enemy, had recourfe otice more to th^ Romans 
for afiiftance, writing to Aetius, who was then conful the 
third time, and governed the Weftern empire almoft with 
abfolute power. „ To move him to companion* they, di¬ 
rected the letter thus : “ The groans of the Britons to the 
conful Aetius.” And in the letter: “ The Barbarians (faid 
they), drive us to the fea, and the fea forces us back to the 
Barbarians ; between which we have only the alternative of 
two deaths, eithfr to be fwallowed up by the waves, or to 
be cruelly maffacred by the enemy.” What anfwer they 
received is uncertain : all we know is, that they could not 
^prevail upon Aetius, jvho was then in Gaul, to lend .them 
the’leaft afiiftance, the emperor Valentinian III. being at 
that time under apprehetifion of a war with Attila who 
had not yet made any incurlion into the Weftern empire. 

'The Britons, now defpairin'g of obtaining any relief front 
the Romans, and, on the other hand, reduced to theutmoft 
extremity by famine, which daily encreafed, knew not 
■what meafures to take to extricate themfelves from their 
unfortunate fituation. Great numbers of them fled over to 
Armorica, where thofe Britons, who attended Maximus 
into Gaul, are fuppofed to have fettled : others fubmitted to 
the Scots and Piets, purchafing a miferable fuftenance with 
perpetual ilavery. Some, however, more refolute, had re¬ 
courfe to their arms, and fallying out in parties from their 
woods and caves, fell upon the enemy while they were fcat- 
tcred about the couetry, deftroyed great numbers of them, 
and obliged the reft to retire *. * 

And now the Britons, ‘having fome refpite, began again 
to cultivate their lands; which, after having for fome time 
lain fallow, produced all forts of provilions in fuch plenty, 
as never before had been known. This abundance intro¬ 
duced luxury, wantonnefs, and all manner of vices incident 


• Gild cap 19. p. 119. 
* Bed. Chron. p. 114. 


* Idem. ibid. 


y UiT. p. 1104. 
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to human nature. The clergy, who {hould have reclaimed 
the laity with their example, were the foremolt to yield to 
vice and diffipation, being, for the molt part, adih&ed to 
drunkennefs, envy, and contemion, and incapable of difcri- 
minating between good and evil *. In the mean time, the 
Britons were again alarmed with a repoit, that the Scots 
and Pi£ts were returning with a greater force than ever, 
determined utterly to extirpate the natives, and fettle theni- 
felves in their room from one end of the illand to the 
other. This report occafiofied a general conllernation, 
which, however, was not fufticient to reclaim them from 
their wicjted courfes : they were vifited with a dreadful 
plague, which, raging with uncommon fury, fwept away 
moil of thofe, whom the fword and famine had fparcd ; in- 
fomuch tf^it the living were fcarce fufiioient to bury the 
dead. But this calamity likewife proving ineil'etStual, the 
contagion no fooner ceafed than the enemy, returning 
with incredible fury, and putting all to file and fword, foon 
reduced the miferable Britons to the utinolt exucmity of 
diftrefs. 'Vortigern was then the chief, if tfot the only king 
of Britain, a proud, covetous, and debauched tyrant, en¬ 
tirely regardlefs of the public welfare, and as incapable of 
pronjpting it in the field, as in the caJbingt. However,.be-' 
ing rouzed by the clamours of the people, and finding it was 
abfolutely neceffary for his own pitferva.ion to repulfc the 
enemy, he fummoned a council, to deliberate with the 
chiefs ox the nation concerning the proper means to deliver 
the country from the calamities it then groaned under, and 
prevent the like misfortunes for the futui*e. In this coun¬ 
cil, they all agreed on the mod pernicious expedient that 
could be imagined, and what, in the end, proved the utter 
deftru&ion of the nation : they invited the Saxons into the 
illand, a people at that time notorious for their piracies and 
cruelty, and dreaded, even by the Britons, as death it- 
felf b (T). The expedient being approved, ambafl’adors 
were fpeedily difpatclied into Germany, to acquaint the 
Saxons with the requeft of the Britons, and offer them ad¬ 
vantageous terms, provided they woul&come over to their 
abidance. , 

The Saxons were highly pleafed with the propofal, the 
more as they were foretold by their foothfayers, that they 

* Gild. cap. 19. p.119. b Bed. Hill. cap. 16. p. 157. 

(T) The firft Sax-on troops though, by fome, this event is 
are faid, by moft hiftorians, to placed a few years fooner; by 
have landed in the year 44^, others, a few years later. 

’(hould 
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fhould plunder tjie country, to which they were called, for 
the fpacc of an hundred and fifty yearns, and quietly pofl'efs 
it twice that time c . Having therefore fitted out two great 
(hips, called in their language chiulcs, they put to fea, un¬ 
der the command of Hengilt and Horfa, the fons of Witi- 
gifil, great-grandfon to the celebrated Woden, from whom 
all the royal families of the Saxons pretended to derive their 
Yr.*of FI. pedigree. Upon their arrival at Ebbesflect, in the ille of 
*798- Thanet, they were received, both by the prince and people, 
A. D. 450. w j t j 1 t ] ie greale’it demon ftrati'ons of joy. The ifle itfelf was 
~~ alfotted them for their habitation, and a league was imme- 

rivaUf diately concluded with them, by-virtue of which the Saxons 

ike Saxons. were to defend the Britons againft all foreign enemies; and 
the Britons, on the other hand, were to allow the Saxons, 
befides their place of abode, pay and maintenance. Hifto- 
rians have acquainted us with the number of thefe Saxon 
auxiliaries; but they could not be above fifteen hundred, as 
they all came over in three fhips ; and we cannot well fup- 
pofe any of thofe flrips to have carried above five hundred 
men. 

Before we proceed farther in this hiflory, it will be ne- 
ccfl'ary to give fome account of the origin, manners, govern- 
: mgnt, and religion ef the people, who, being called in by 
•Thefeats of the Britons to their aflilluncc, made themfelves mafters of 
theiaxion's, the ifland, and hold it to this day. The Saxons were, ac- 
jn^les,aaJ cording to the mod probable opinion, a colony of the Cim- 
Jiitei. brians, that is, of the inhabitants of the Cimbrian Cherfo- 
nefus, now Jutland; who, finding their country overftock- 
cd with people, Vent out, much about the fame time, three 
numerous bands to feek for new fettlcments. To one of 
thefe bands was afterwards given the name of Suevians, to 
another that of Franks, and to tbe third the appellation of 
Saxons. The Suevians took their route towards Italy, the 
Franks advanced to Belgic Gaul, and the Saxons poflefled 
themfelves of the whole country between the Rhine and 
the Elbe. By degrees, extending their conquefts along the 
coaft of the German ocean, when the Britons fent to im¬ 
plore their affiftance, they were mafters not only of the pre- 
fent Weftphalia, Saxqny, Eaft and Weft Frifeland, Ijut 
likewife of Holland anti Zealand. The firft place they 
fettled in, upon their leaving the Cherfonefus, was the 
duchy of Holftein ; which is thence called the ancient feat 
of the Saxons. Between this country and the Cherfonefus, 
or Jutland, dwelt a people, known even in Tacitus’s time, 
by the name of Angles d . According to this account, which 

c Gild, cap. 13. p. 119, no. d Tacit de Germ, Mor. cap. 40. 
p. 316. 

we 
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we have taken from Bede % the Angles inhabited that fmall 
province in the kingdom of Denmark, and d^chy of Slcf- 
wick, which is called at this day Angel, and of which the 
city of Flenfburg is the metropolis. Liudebergius, in his 
epiftles, flyles this country Little England ; and Ethelwercl, 
who wrote about the year 950, fpeaking of the ancient habita¬ 
tion of the Angles: “ Old Anglia (fays he) lies between the 
Saxons and Giots. The metropolis of this country is, by the 
Saxons, called Slefwick,but, by the Danes, Elaithby. Britain 
took the name of thofe by whom it was conquered, and is 
therefore now called Anglia.” .The fame writer adds, that 
Hcngift and Horfa came from the country of the Angles 
into Britain f . When the Saxons came firft out of the Cher- 
fonefus, going in queft of new fettlements, the Angles join¬ 
ed them, a»d, in procefs of time, became* one united na¬ 
tion. Hence they are, by moll authors, comprifed under 
the general name of Saxons, though fome diitinguilfc them 
by the compound name of Anglo-Saxons 6. 

Some time after the Saxons, Franks, and Suevians, had 
left the Chcrfonefus, the Goths, having driven out the re¬ 
maining Cumbrians, made themfelves mailers of that penin- 
fula, which was from that period called Gothland, or Jut- Gothland. 
land, Srom its new inhabitants the Gothjj, or Jutes (TJ). ^Jutlasd: 
Great numbers of thefe Giotse or Juts;, mixing with the 
Saxons and Angles, came over with’ them into Britain, to 
fliare their conquefts. As the Saxons were, by their pira¬ 
cies on the coalts of Gaul and Britain, better known at the 
time of their fettling in this ifland, the conquefl of Britain 
is, by the ancient writers, aferibed to them*, and not to the 
Angles, or Jutes ; nay, Britain was for fome time, from 
them, called Saxony : but, in the end, the name of Anglia, 
from the Angles, prevailed. The Jutes were lei's known, 
at leaft under that name, than the other two nations or 
tribes. Bede, however, tells us, that the province of Kent, 


f Ethelwerd. Chron. lib. i. * Vide 


c Bed. lib. i. cap. 15. 

Alford, ad Ann. 449. 

(U) Thefe, in the old print¬ 
ed* copies of Bede, are flyled 
Vita:; but the learned Ulher 
allures us, that all the manu- 
feript copies of that author, 
which he confulted, read Jutse, 
aod not Vit* ( 1). Fabius E- 


thelwerd, whom we have men¬ 
tion^!'above, a writer of the 
Saxon blood royal, and the 
fourth in defeent from king 
Adulph, or Ethelwolf, calls the 
country Giota, and the people 
Giotse, 


(r) UiT, de Brit. Ecclcf. Primord. p. J91. 
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the Hfe of Wight-, and the country lying oppofite to it, now 
Hampfhire, yere peopled by the Jutc^s (W). 

The Saxons were, as is agreed on all hands, and appears 
ftpm their contjuefts? one of the moil warlike nations inha¬ 
biting Germany. They were not known to the Romans, 
by the name of Saxons, till the fourth century, Ammianus 
Marcellinus, and the poet Claudian, being the firft Roman 
writers, who make mention of them. The former, fpeak* 
ing of them, fays, “ They were formidable above all other 
epenvies:” and Zolimus’ declares, “ The Saxons are inured 
to the-toils of war, and, far their courage and ilrcngth, 
reckoned the moft warlike of all the Germay nations h » 
As they were a barbarous and uncivilized people, they 
treated their enemies with great cruelty, efpecially the 
prifoners. they * took in war, facrificing th<*n to their 
gods. As to their government, the countries fubject to 
them were, according to Verllegan, divided into twelve 
provinces, each governed by a chief or head, accountable to 
the whole affembly of the nation. By this aflembly, a ge¬ 
neral was chof«n in time of war, who commanded with 
almoft afovercign power ; but his authority ceufed as foon 
as the war terminated. Their religion was the fame with 
that of the otheq northern nations. Their chief goi J s, the 
Sun, the Moon, the celebrated Woden, his fon Thor, his 
wife Frigga, or Fi ata, T'uillo, Theutates, Hefus, and Tha- 
rarnis *. 

Woden was the god of war; Thorprefided over the air, 
and was thought to have (forms, winds, fhoweis, and fair 
weather at his dlfpofal; Frigga was the goddefs of pleafure. 

fc Zof apud Camd. ■ 1 Tacit, de Mor. German. 


(W) As to the name of 
Saxons, it has occafioned a 
great difagreemenc among au¬ 
thors. Becanus and Camden 
fuppofe them to have been firft 
called Sacafons, that is, the fons 
or defendants of* the Sacae, 
to whom, according to thefe 
writers, they owe their ofigin. 
Ifidore derives their name from 
the Latin word faxuin, ajlone, 
becaule they were a ftrong and 
hardy nation: but they were fo 
called many ages before the Ro¬ 


mans had anyknowlege of them, 
or they of the Romans. The 
opinion of Lipfius, which Ver- 
fteg.in has followed, feems to us 
the moftprobable, which is, that 
the name of Saxons was given 
them by their neighbours, from 
their wearing a (hort fw<gd, 
called in their tongue faex ; 
and hence the arms of Saxony, 
as Pontanus obferves, are to 
this day two daggers placed a- 
crbfs(i). 


(i) Pontan, Orig. Francic. lib.ii. cap. *. 


The 
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The two firft days of the week were confqfrated to the Sun 
and Moon; the third, according to fome, to JTuifto, or Tu- 
ifco, according to others to Thyfa, or Dyfa, the goddefs of 
juftice and wife to Thor k ; the fourm to Woden ; the fifth 
to Thor; the fixth to Frigga, or Fraea ; and the feventh, as 
Verftegan fuggefls, to Crock), named alfo Saeter} but the 
latter narrte, as Sheringham obferves, is not to be found in 
any writer before Verftegan The Saxons had, befides 
thefe, feverai other deities, tO'whom they paid great venera¬ 
tion, namely, the goddefs Eoftre, to whom’ they facrifiged 
in the month of April, which was thence by them ftyled 
Eojlur moaalh, or the' ntontk of Eoftre ; and thence the 
Word Eajier, which the Saxons retained even after their 
converfion to the Chriftian religion m . Nocca was the fame 
among thaaSaxons, as Neptune among the’Romans. Mara 
was a frightful fpectre, that terrified and opprefied people in 
tlieir lleep; whence the word night-mare is derivedi’anfana, 
mentioned by Tacitus 0 , was worlhipped by the Saxons as the 
god of lots. The Elvae, or Elfs, named alfo Fairies, were 
honoured 6 y them with a kind of facrificecalled Alf-blot p . 
The Dyfie were inferior goddefles, meflengers of the great 
Woden, whofe province it was to convey the fouls of fuch 
as diuri in battle to bis abode, called 'Vaihall, that is ,‘the 
hall offaugh ter, where they were to drink with him, and 
their other gods, cerevifia, a kind ’of malt liquor, in the 
Ikulls of their flaughtered energies. On the contrary, thofe 
who died a natural death, were, b/ the fame Dyfse, con¬ 
veyed to Hela, the goddefs of hell, where they were tor¬ 
mented with ' hunger, third, and all kind of evils. The 
Angles worlhipped, as we find in Tacitus, the goddefs 
Herthus, that is, the Earth, as the mother of all things 
With regard to the worlhip the Saxons paid to their gods, 
and the facrifices they offered to them, we refer our readers 
to Wormius, Verftegan, Ifaacius Pontanus, and other Ger¬ 
man and Danilh writers, it being neceflary we (hould re¬ 
fume the thread of our hiftory. 

Upon the arrival of the Saxons in Britain, under their 
leaders Hengift and Horfa, and being ^>ut in pofleffioli of 
tl*e ifle of Thanet, king Vortigern did not fuffer them to 
continue long without employment 5 hut led them againft 
the Scots and Pifls, who had made an irruption, and were 
advanced as far as Stanford'in the province now called 

I 

fc Wormius, Monument. Dan. lib. i. cap. 4. 1 Sheri ng. cap. 

* 4 - p. 318. ra Bed. de Ratio. Temp. can. 13. 0 Shering. 

cap. 14. p. 331, 33,. » Tacit. Annal. lih. i. t Worm. 

Mon. Dan. lib. K cap, 5. « Tacit, de Mor. Germ, 

Vol. XVII. I Lincoln- 
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’Ikeyde- Lincolnfhire. There a battle enfued, in which the Scots 
feat the and Pifts were entirely routed, and forced £o fave thenv- 
Scots and /elves by a precipitate flight, leaving the Saxons in pofl'ef- 
fis, ‘ fion of the fpoil and booty they had taken r . Vortigcrn, 
highly pleafed with the conduct of the two Saxon brothers, 
rewarded them with ample potTeffions in Lincolnfhire s . 
We are told, that Hcngift dtlired here only as much land 
as an ox-hide could encompafs ; and that, upon Vortigern's 
granting him it, he cut the bide into fmall thongs, and in- 
clefed with them a fpace large enough to hold a caftle, 
which to this day is from thence: called Thong-calier, that 
is, the caflk of thongs r . Be this as it may, Iierigift, capti¬ 
vated by the fruitfulnefs and wealth of the iiland, and, at 
the fame time, obferving the inhabitants were enervated 
with luxury, and addi&ed to efTeminacy and idlfnefs, began 
to entertain hopes of procuring a fettlemerit in Britain. lie, 
therefore, fent home to his countrymen an account of the 
fruitfulnefs of Britain, and the diffipation of the inhabitants, 
inviting them to (hare with him in his fuccefs. 

' Tr. of Ft. The Saxons eagerly accepted the invitation ; and, arriv- 
*800. ing in feventecn large {hips, made up, with thofe they 
AID. 451- f oun d in the iiland, a- considerable army. With this fup- 
~ ~ piy”eame over, K Nennius is to be credited, Rowena, the 

flies daughter of Hcngift, .with whofe charms the king was fo 

Saxons ftruck, that he divorced his wife, and married her, after 
arrive in having obtained the confent of her father, by inverting 
£ntam. him with the fovereignty of Kent u : but 110 mention is 
made of Rowena in the Saxon Annals, which rather feem 
to intimate, that the Saxons made themfelves matters of 
Kent by force of arms; for we are told, that Hcngift de¬ 
feated the Britons in two pitched battles, and obliged them 
to abandon Kent, and retreat to London. But this event 
did not happen till the arrival of the third body of Saxon 
troops; for Hengift, exaggerating to the king the dangers 
that threatened him, not only from the Scots and Pi£ls, 
but from his difeontented fubjefts, obtained leave to fend 
fqf a frefh reinforcement of Saxons; who, coming over 
Oftaani ill forty {hips, under the conduft of Odta and Ebufa, the 
Bbufafettlt fen and nephew, or, is^others will h 9 ve it, the brother -nd 
m North- : nephew of Hengift, arrived at the Orcades. Thefe having 
•mberland. ra y a g e( j the northern, coaft, the countries of the Scots and 
Pi&s, they made themfelves mailers of feveral places be¬ 
yond the friths,“and, in the end, obtained leave of the king 
to fettle in Northumberland, under the fpecious pretence of 

1 Gild, p- no. Bed. p. 157, » Matt. Weftm. ad ann. 4.50. 

«Vide Camden, in Ceriun. * Nena- cap. 3. 
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fecufing the northern parts, as Hengift protefled the 
foWhern. Hengift,'•encroaching ftill on thcking’s favour 
fent by degrees for more men and flfips, till the countries 
from whence they came were almoft left without inha¬ 
bitants. 

Their numbers at this time being greatly increafed, they The S ar 
began to quarrel with the natives, demanding larger allow- cm beg f 
nnees of corn and other provifions, threatening, if their de- to quarrel 
mands were not complied with, to difSoIve,the league and n ' mth the 
lay wafte the whole country. The Britons defired thereto ' 

return home, as their numbefs exceeded what they were luafie Mr 
able to maintain. Ihis aufwer, however juft and reafon- whole 
able, provoked the Saxons to fuch a degree, that having 
fecietly concluded a peace with the Scots and Pi£ls, they 
turned theft arms againft thofe whom they pretended to 
defend, and traverfing, without oppofition, the whole ifland, 
deftroyed all they found with fire and fword from thSeaftern 
to the weftern ft a. The public as well as private buildings 
were levelled with the ground, the cities pillaged and burnt, 
the priefts flain at the altars, the bilhops cfruelly mafiacred 
without the leaft rcfpetfl to their dignity, and the people 
without diftin£Hon of fex, age, or condition, flaughtered 
in fu?h multitudes, that the living were*fcarce fufficifent 
to bury the dead. Some of the jmhappy Britops, who The deplor. 
efcaped the general carnage, took refuge amongft inacceffi- able condi- 
ble rocks and mountains ; but great numbers either periflied t, ° n . tA ‘ 
with hunger, or were forced, by the extremity of famine, Br “ mu 
to abandon their afylum, and, delivering themfelves up to 
their mercilefs enemies, preferve their lives at the expence 
of their liberty. Some crofting the fea, took fhelter among 
foreign nations, fettling either in Holland, where the ruins 
of Brittenburg, an old caftle built, as is fuppofed, by them 
on this occafion, are ftill to be feen, or among their coun¬ 
trymen in Armorica : but thofe who remained at home fuf- 
fered inexpreffible calamities, living among the woods, rocks, 
and mountains, in perpetual apprehenfions, and deprived 
of neceflaries » 

Nennius tells us, that Vortigern was* fo far from being 
reclaimed by thefe calamities, thafc bn the contrary, adding 
to his other crimes that of inceft, he married his own 
daughter, and had by her a fon named Fauftus, who led a 
folitary and religious life near the river Rennis in Glamor- 
ganlhire. The fame writer adds, that the Britons, provoked 
at the king’s wickednefs, and the partiality he fliewed to the 
Saxons, depofed him, and placed upon the throne his fon 

w Gild. p. r*o. Bed, p, 157. 
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The Hiftory of Britain, 

Vortimer. ThiY valiant youth undertook the defence ef 
his diftrefied Country; and, falling ujton the Saxons vHtb 
fuch troops as he could aflemble, drove them into the ifle 
ofThaitet, and there clofely befieged them, till, being re¬ 
inforced with frefh fupplies from Saxony, thev opened tbem- 
felves a way through the Britifli foices. Vonimer, not yet 
dj (heartened, engaged with them in four battles ; the fir ft 
on the banks of the Derwent in Kent, where he obtained 
a fignal victory, afid cut impicces great numbers of the 
erifemy ; the fecond at a place called in the Saxon tongue 
Episford, and in the Britifh' Satljengabail, now Aylesford, 
in Kent. In this battle fell Horfa, and likewifi? Catigern, 
the brother of Vortigern. Some writers affirm that the 
Britons won th,e day*; others give it in favour of the 
Saxons; and Ethelwerd feems to afcribe to tbisNridlory the 
founding of the kingdom of Kent r. Horfa is fuppofed to 
have been buried at a place called from him to this day 
Horded; and Gatigern to have been interred near Ayles¬ 
ford, where a monument is to be feen fomewhat like Stone¬ 
henge, called by the country people Kith’s Coty-houfe, that 
js,vCatigern’s Houfe *. The place where the third battle 
was fought is not mentioned; but we are told that Vortimer 
engaged* the Sax c ons a fourth time at a place called ‘Lapis 
Tituli, which Camden* and Ufher take to be Stonar in the 
ifle of Th^net; but Somner and Stillingfieet a , inftead of 
Lapis Tituli, read Lapis PtJpuli, that is, Folkftone, yvhere, 
according to them, the battle was fought. In t£is a&ion 
the Saxons were routed with great daughter, and forced 
hack to their (hips, in which they embarked, being no lon¬ 
ger able to oppofe the valour of Vortimer, and abandoning 
tne ifland, returned home, where they continued till the 
death of Vbrtimer, that is, for the fpace of five years, with¬ 
out making any other attempt upon Britain. Such is the 
account given by Nennius, and the hiftorians who have co¬ 
pied him; but of thefe battles no mention is made either 
by Gildas or Bede. The former only acquaints us, that the 
Saxons retired ; a$d perhaps he meant no more than that, 
after having laid wafte the ifland, they withdrew to the 
territories which had 'been granted them by Vortigern, in 
Sent and Northumberland. And indeed ft feems to us al- 
her incredible, that, had’the Britons gained fo many 
alvi&ories, Grldas would havepafled them all over in 
lilenee. Our bifterians tell as, that Vortimer died about 
this time, after a reign, of fix years; and add, that upon 

* Huntin.lib. ii. Matt. Wrftm. ad ann. 455. r Ethel. lib. i 
sd ann. 44$. * Vide Camden, in Canliot 4Stilling. 
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feis death-bed, he requefted his fervants to bury him near 
the place where tht*Saxons ufed to land, b^ing perfuaded 
that the fecret virtue of his bones would deter them from 
making any attempts there for the future ; but thgy, neg¬ 
lecting his commands, buried him at Lincoln, or, as others 
aflert b ,, at London. Some fay be was poifoned by his mo- 
thcr-in-law, Rowena, others aver that he died a natural 
death c . Be this as it may, Hengift was no fooner informed 
of his death, than he returned with | numerous body of 
Saxons to Britain, and landing in defpite of all oppofitipn, 
engaged in feveral battles with the Britons, under the con¬ 
duct of Vortigern, who,* upon the death of his fon Vorti- 
mer, was rellored to the throne. 

In one of thefc battles, fought at a place called Crecan- y r ^ 
ford, the Britons were defeated with the iofs of four thou- iaoj. 
fand men ^ a difafter which obliged them to abandon Kent, A. D. 457. 

and retire to London 4 . From this vidfory mofbauthors-7— 

date the beginning of the kingdom of Kent under Hengift, J htBrimt 
who took jhs fon Elk for his colleague ; butVortigern ftill 
continuing the war againft the Saxons,*Hengift had re- Saxon 
courfe to treachery, and pretending a great inclination to kingdom kt 
conclude a peace, and renew the former amity between ^ cn, ‘ 
him *nd the Britifli king, fent ambafladors to rwfueft an 
interview- To this propofal Vortigern readily confetited j 
and it was agreed that they Ihould meet at an entertainment 
without arms ; but the treacherous Saxon having fecretly 
ordered thofe who attended him to conceal their daggers 
under their garments, when they met, purfuant to their <Thrtehun. 
agreement, and the Britons not fufpe&ing any treachery, dredoftkt 
began to be heated with liquor, the Saxons, ftarting up at Bnujhnt . 
a fignal given, and drawing their daggers, difpatched each 
his next man, to the numberof three hundred, who were the ‘jff„and 
flower of the Britifh nobility. Vortigern alone was fpared; yortigorn 
hut being taken prifoner, and putin fetters, he was forced, made pri- 
for his raniom, to furrender to the Saxons thafe provinces f mer ' 
that were afterwards called Eflex, Suflex, and Middlefcx. 

Of this tranfafficm, recorded by Nennius and William of 
Malmelbury *, no mention is made either by Gildas or Bede. 
Vortigern, being.fet at liberty, retised, as we are informed, 
to a great wiidernefs near the fafl of the Wye in Radnor- 
fliire, where he was, fome time after, killed by lightning, 
and the city of Kaer Gourtigern, which he had built for 
his refuge, was by the lame means deftroyed f . 

b Sigebert. ad ann. 4 37. * Hunting, lib. iL 4 Neiin. 

cap. 46. t AJalroef. de Reg. Kb. i. cap. 1. t Vide Camd. 

in Radnor. 
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Yf. of FI. Upon the retreat of Vortigerp, Aurelius Ambrofius, or 
» 8 o 6 . as Gildascalls him, Ambrofius Aurelijnus, took upon him 
A. P 45*- t j, e command of the Britifh forces. He was a wife and 

“—7 - modeft pan according to Gildas, and perhaps the only Ro- 

jh&rtLi Ifla ° n "'bo remained in the ifland, having, in the calamitous 
futcttdi times of Britain, loft his parents, who had worn the purple, 
rmtgern. He adds, that the offspring of Aurelius continued ftill in 
the ifland in his time, but had greatly degenerated from the 
good qualities of their anceftors *. Bede fays, that his pa¬ 
rents had bornd the' royal name and enfigns, but had been 
flam 11 . The great difagreement we find among the writers 
after Gildas and Bede, convinces us, that we pannpt de¬ 
pend upon any thing they haye related. All we can collect 
from the beft authors is, that the Briton^, under the con¬ 
duct of Ambrofiies, refumed their courage, and filling upon 
He defeats the Saxons when moft of their forces were returned home, 
the Saxons ro uted .them with great flaughter. It was in this battle per- 
great jj a p S t j, at fjorfa was flain ; for of the other battles mentioned 
faug ter. a ^ ove ^ not j ce ; s taken either by Gildas or Bede. From 
thistimethe war carried on, fays Bede, fomedmes fa¬ 

vourable to the Britons and fomedmes to the Saxons, till 
the latte? made themfelves mailers of the whole ifland, 
Tlyffe'who have ,written feveral ages after Bede, give- us a 
more particular account of the tranfaflions of thole obfeure 
times ; but we will not ‘take upon us to vouch the truth of 
what they relate. According to them Ambrofius, after the 
above mentioned victory, convened the nobility at York, 
and having ordered the churches to be rebuilt or repaired 
throughout the kingdom, which had been deftroyed by the 
Saxons, he marched from York to London, from London 
to Winchefter, and from thence to Salilbury (X), endea¬ 
vouring every-where to reftore the declining (fate pf the 
church and kingdom* 


i Gild, pap* > 5 * 

(X) Geoffery of Monmouth 
telle us, that on this occafion 
Ambrofius erefted fhe famous 
monument known by themame 
of Stonehenge, in honouf of 
.the Britifti nobles treacherouily 
.flain there, as he fuppofes, by 
.Hengift. It is furpnfing that 
smy of our hiftorians fliould 
have fallowed him : yet Mat¬ 
thew of Weftminfier copies 
the chief part of his narrative; 


k £ed. cap. 15. p. 157. 

and Walter of Coventry fets ft 
down as a matter not to bequef- 
tioned, adding two circuro- 
flances to render it more prs- 
bable, namely, that Ambrofius 
was crowned, and not long 
after interred there. Polydore 
Virgil fuppofes it to be the 
monument of Ambrofius ; and 
John of TinmouthcallsitMons 
Ambrofii. 
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In the mean time Pafcentius, Vortigerr^’s third fon, being 
ambitious of afpiring to the crown, raifed a rebellion in the 
North ; bu-t was routed and put to flightby A’mbtofius, who 
neverthelefs ceded him Buahh in Brecknocldhire, and Kaer. 
Guortigern in Radnorfhire. After this tranfaftion the Bri¬ 
tons enjoyed fome rcfpite; but were, in the eighth year of 
Ambrofius’s reign ’, repulfed, in a pitched battle, by Hengift, y r . 0 f FI, 
and his fon Elk, who took a great booty k . No mention is 181^. 
made of any other battle till _four years after,_when other A -B. 4.65. 
•Saxons coming over, under "the condu£t Of Ella and Jus ' 

three fons, Cymen, Wlencing, and CifTa, the Britons'at- fm ‘ 
tacked them as they wen! landing at a place called Cyrpen- 4, Ihagifi 
(bore, or Cymen’s Shore. The Saxons, fays Huntington, aadhiifim. 
who were tall, %ong, and vigorous, gave the Britons a warm 
ivecption#and having put them to flight,«as they advanced 
in detached parties, purfucd them to the foreft of Andre- 
defleigc, fuppofed to be the weald of Kent, and thy: woody 
parts of SullcxAfter this victory the Saxons poflefled 
thcmfelveg of all the fea-coaft of Suffex, and continued to 
extend their dominions till the ninth yea* after the arrival • 
of Ella, when all the kings and princes of Britain'having 
united their forces, engaged Ella and his fons at. a place 
calleft Mercredefburne. The victory remained doubtful,’ 
and both armies retired with great lofs. Ella being greatly 
weakened by the lofs he had fuftained, fent for frelh Ap¬ 
plies out of his own country. , 

In the mean time Hengift, having built and garrifoned 
fcveral forts in Kent, marched with great expedition towards 
the North ; and having joined the Scots and Pidts, took and 
fortified feveral towns; but Ambrofius, collecting his forces, Ambrtfim 
marched in queft of the enemy, and coming up with them, 
obtained a complete viHory m . Theenfuing year, 467, died 
Hengift king of Kent, and was fucceeded by his fon Elk, thtSaxons. 
called alfo Oifc and Ofric, who reigned twenty-four years 

without attempting to enlarge his dominions". 

In the mean while Ella, having received frefli fupplies ’TheSaxesu 
from Germany, laid fiege to Andredchefter, fuppofed by t»fin 
Camden to be Newenden in Kent; by Semner, tobePeveu- r ■'* * 
fcy, or Haftings. On the other hand, the Britons, having 
railed a great army, advanced to the relief of the place, and 
with frequent attacks harafled the Saxons to fuch a degree, 
that they were compelled to abandon the fiege. The Britons 
retired to the woods, not chufing to venture a battle; but 
the Saxons were no fooner returned to the fiege than the 

i Alford ad hunc Ann . . kEtbelwerd, lib. i. 1 Hunting, 

lib. ii. m Hunting, lib. ii. add Ann. 487, »Ethelw. aa 

hunc Aim. MaliSelb. de Reg. lib. i. cap. >. 
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Britons, /allying i/pon them again, forced them to relinquifh 
the enterprize. Thus the Saxons loft great numbers of their 
men, and jnacie but a fmall progrefs- in the fiege: but Ella 
having at laft divided his army into two bodies, one of 
■which profecuted the liege while the other obferved the 
enemy’s motions, the citizens, exhaufted with hunger and 
fatigue, could no longer withftand the efforts of the be- 
tuMtJs they fiegers. The town was confequently taken, and, by the 
)«*« ana mercilefs conquerors, levelled with the ground, after they 
iT/t'ernuJ put to the ftvord all the inhabitants, without diftinftion 
'Thefttotd either fex or age. Such ic the account Henry of Hunr 
Saxin tington gives us of this fiege. In*the year 491, thirty-four 
ting Jem in years after the beginning of the kingdom of Kent, began 
Britain. the f econ d kingdom in the illand, called the- kingdom of the 
South Saxons, which comprifed at firft only Sec flex; but 
was extended by Ella before his death, to all the provinces 
lying fouth of the Humber®. 

Yc of FI. Advice being tranfmitted to Germany of the great fuccefs 
2S39. (hat attended the Saxonsin Britain, new adventurers flocked 
A. P. 491. over daily to {hare their good fortune. Among the reft 
~ r , _ ~ came Cierdic, the tenth in defeent from Woden, with his 
Saxons. Cttiric, and as many men as he could tranfport in five 

Hurt Sax• fhips. Landing at a>place, which, from their leader* was 
ns arrive called Cerdic’s-Shore, now, according to Brompton, Yarr 
under Cer- mouth, in Norfolk, they were vigoroufly attacked by the 
Britons, whom, after a {hart engagement, they put to flight. 
*' “ ’ Several other battles were fought, but fortune, ever fmiling 
upon the Saxons, the natives were forced to retire, and 
leave, them in pofleffion of the fea-coafts. About fix years 
after this event, Porta, another Saxon, with his two fons 
Bleda and Magla, arrived at Portfmouth, fo called, as fomp 
imagine, from him j and having defeated with great car¬ 
nage, the Britons, who attempted to opppfe his landing, 
poffeffed himfelf of the neighbouring country ®; but the 
progrefs made by Cerdic fttll more alarmed the Britons ; 
and therefore, feven years after the arrival of Porta, and 
fixty after the firft coming of the Saxons, Nazaleod, whom 
Henry of Huntington ftyies the greatest of the Britilh kings, 
afl'embled (he wheke ftrength of Britain to impede his con.,, 
q wefts. On the other hhnd Cerdic, apprifed of the dan¬ 
ger that threatened him, had recourfe to Elk, king of Kent, 
to Ella king of the South Saxons, and to Pprta and his Tons, 
who lent him confiderable fupplies. With thefe he ad¬ 
vanced agajnft the Britons, himfelf leadipg the right wing, 
and his fon Cenrjc conducing the left. 

• Bed, lib. ii> cap. j- f Hunting, fib. ii. fbtop. Sax- *d Ann- 49*. 
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As the two aimies.approached each othes, Nazaleod, per¬ 
ceiving the enemy’s sight wing to be much tjje ftronger of 
the two, charged it with the flower of hif army, and ob¬ 
liged Cerdic, after an obftinate refiftance, to efcape j>y 
flight; but, as he was purfuing the fugitives with more heat 
than caution, Cenric, falling upon his rear, renewed the NazaUnj, 
battle with fuch vigour, that the Britilh. army was utterly « H'itijb 
defeated, and Nazaleod himfelf flain, with five thoufand of *“?> '{ 
his men. Who this Nazaleoij was, is qiuch controverted : ar/nf 
fome thjnk it may be the Brittfli name of Ambrofius, wfco, by CtrMe. 
as Gildas informs us, fought, about this time, feveral bat¬ 
tles with tbe Saxons ; otlfers afiert it was the name of his 
brother Uther Pendragon ; but the ftory of Uther Pendra¬ 
gon is now deemed fabulous by all the Britilh antiquaries. 

Matthew #f Weftminfter fpeaks of Nazaleod, whom he 
calls Nathanlioth, not as a king, but only the general of 
Uther Pendragon, by whom he was fent againft thefiaxons, 
who flew him, and fifteen thoufand of his men . but the 
Saxon annals of Ethelwerd, Florence of Worcefter, and 
Henry of Huntington, agree in diftinguiftiing him with 
the title of king. Ulher conjectures Uther and Naza¬ 
leod to be one and the fame perfon, the furname Uther, fig- 
nifyiifg ia the Britifli tongue terrible, having been given 
him on account of his great atchievements s. But as this 
is the darkeft period of the whole Bntifh hiftory, our beft an¬ 
tiquaries can allege nothing bqf mere conjectures to fupport 
it. It is even uncertain who fucceeded Nazaleod. The 
Welfh annals leave an interregnum of about fix years, and Arthur 
place the beginning of Arthur’s reign in 514, or 5r5. The/*""* 
learned Ufher fuppofes him to have been the fon of Naza- 
leod, called alfo Uther. Some have doubted whether there 
ever was fuch a perfon ; butthe genetality of our hiftorians 
not only agree, that there was a prince of that name, but 
that he made a powerful refiftance againft the Saxons. 

Some aver, that he was king of all Britain ; while others 
confine hi| kingdom to Cornwall (Y). 

Nennius, 

s Vide U 1 T. in Primord. 5.466, 467, 

(Y) The following account bury, reft the renowned king 
was hung up in the monaftery Arthur,^he flower of tbe Bri¬ 
ef Glaftonbury, and was to be filh.klngs, and Guenhumara bis 
feen there till the diffolution of queen, who, departing this life, 
the faid mouaftery: “ In this were honourably interred near 
ifland, which is called the illand the old church, between two 
ot Avalonia, nay, in this bu- ftone pyramids, where they lay 
rying-place of faints at Glafton- many years, till the time of 

Kewr 




til is fail 
to ha*vt 
€<vor- 
thronun 
iht Saxons 
in ivjti'vt 

batiks* 


The fUJioty of Britain. 

Nennius, who»lived about three hutyired years after him, 
tells- us, that he defeated the Saxons i* twelve different bat¬ 
tles. The firft »f thefe was fought near the mouth of a 
certain river, called Glein, or Gleni, placed by fome in De- 
Vonfhirc, by others in Lincolnfhire : the fecond, third, 
fotlrth, and fifth, near the river Duglas, in the country of 
Linvis, or Linnis. This river fome fuppofe to be the Dug, 
Ot Due, in Lincolnfhire; others the Dugles, near Wigan 
in Lancafhire. ( The fixth battle w.as fought on the banks 
©La river called Baffas, fuppofed by fome to run by the 
town of Bofton in Lincolnfhire ; the feventh in the wood 
of Chelidon, Called in the Britifh‘language Cattwit Celidon. 


Henry de Soili, who was abbot 
of the place afteC the burning 
of the faid church. This ab- 
hqt, being importuned by many 
perfons, ordered fome to dig 
between the pyramids for the 
bodies of the abqye mentioned 
king and queen.. Having dug 
very deep, they at length dis¬ 
covered a' great wooden coffin 
clofe (hut, which rttey'opened, 
and found in it the king’s j?°dy, 
with a leaden crofts,.on which 
was the following inferiprion 
“Here lies buried the renowned 
king Arthur in the iiland Ava- 
Jonia.” Then the)' opened the 


queen’s grav". ’and found her 
lying with her hai* difheveled, 
as if fhe had been but juft bu¬ 
ried ; which, however, fell to 
a flics as foon as touched. The 
abbot and convent, with great 
joy, took thence their remains, 
and placed them in the greater 
church, in a tomb which was 
cut in a rock, and divided into 
two parts, the king’s boliy be¬ 
ing by itfelf at the head of the 
tomb, and the queen’s in the 
eaftern part of it. On the tomb 
were engraved their feveral epi¬ 
taphs : 


“ Hie jacet Arthurus, flos regum, gloria regni, 

Quem mores, prpbitas, commendant laude perenni. 

“ Here Arthur lies, the flow’r of kings, and glory of his land, 
Whofe virtuous deeds, and probity, a lulling praiie command, 

“ Arthur) jacet hie conjux tumulata feeunda, 

Qua: meniit coclos virtutum prole feeunda. 

• “ King Arthur’s fecond confort does beneath this marble lie, 
Whofe fruitful virtues merited » place in heav’n moll high.” 
We are told, that, in‘the king’s the church of Glaftonbury, till 
Body were plainly feetf the the diffolution of that mona£- 
marks of ten wounds, one of tery, and there feen and c;ire- 
whichOnlyfeeroedmortal. What fully viewed by Leland (i). His 
Giraldus Cambrenlis.writes of tomb was difeovered in the reign 
his ftatue, and the dimenfions of Henry II. about the year 
of his body, is unqueftionably i i 89, that is, fix hundred years 
fabulous. The leaden crofs after his death'. 
was prifferved in the tre'afury of 


(») Leland. apud Uff. p. t»c. in Aflert. Arturii. 

Matthew 
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Matthew of Weftminfter gives us a very aircumftantial ac¬ 
count of this battle#but is, in our opinion, fo fabulous, 
that it does not deferve a place in hiftory r . The eighth 
battle occurred near the cattle of Suinfiion -, the ninth n^ar 
the city of Lergis or Leogis, called in the Britifh tongue 
Kaerleon ; the tenth in the neighbourhood of the river Ri- 
brot or Arderic ; the eleventh on the hill Brenion, fuppofed 
to be fomewhere in Somerfetfhirc ; and the twelfth on the- 
hill of Baden. Gale thinks tlyjfc battle.% were fought in the 
fpace of forty years, under Vortigcrn, Ambrofius, tyid 
others, though they have bcen'all aferibed to Arthur. 

Cerdic, »having fuftain&l great Ioffes in the many battles ffeiv fup* 
that, were* fought with the Britons, fent over to Germany plies of 
for new fupj*fc**s which arriving in three (hips, under the Saxons 
command %f Stuf and Wifgar, his two nephews, landed at 
Cerdic-fljorc, where they were attacked by the Britons, a „j 
whom they put to flight. In this year, 514, died Eflc, the gar. 

(on of Hengift, and fecond king of Kent, and was lucceeded 
by his fon. Otta, who reigned twenty-two years; but we 
find no exploit worthy of notice aferibed tohim. The fame 
period is diltinguifhed by the death of Ella, the firft king of 
the South Saxons, who reigned twenty- four years, and left 
his cfcwn to his fon Cifl'a, the fuppofed,founder of Chi- 
die(ler. About this time Cerdic, after he had been twenty- 
four years in the ifland, and made himfclf rnafter of a very 
large territory, took upon hiryfelf the title of king, and 
founded the third kingdom in the nation, called the king- The third 
dom of the Weft Saxons, comprehending Devonfhire, 
Dorfetftiire, Somerfetlhire, Wiltftiire, Hampfhire, and <n, e ip { p 
Berkfhire, to which was afterwards added Cornwall. Saxons. 
In fubduing thefe countries, Cerdic, though reinforced 
with continual fupplies from Germany, paffed twenty- 
four years; a circumftance which (hews that the Britons 
did not tamely give up their territories. The fame year 
that Cerdic aflumed the regal title, he gave battle to the 
Britons at a place called Cerdic’s-ford, fuppofed to be 
Charford, in Hampfhire. .... 

The Saxon Annals inform us, that from this time for- Ctrdic 
ward, the royal offspring, meaning the offspring of Cer- 
die, reigned over the WeftSaxoIis; an expreffion which 
probably implies, that Cerdic won the day, and, by this 
viftory, fecured the crown to his pofterity. No mention is 
made of Cerdic till feven years after this battle, when we 

find hinveagain engaged "with the Britons at a place called 

Cerdic’s-Mt, or Cerdic’s-league, fuppofed to be Cherdiey, 
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The Hiftoty of Britain. 

in Bucldngharrjftlire * ; but whether the Saxons conquered, 
or the Britons^ we are left in ignoranqp. All we can leant 
frqnt the Annals is, that, after this battle, Cerdic reduced 
the ifle of Wight; a convincing proof, that the battle had 
been favourable to him. He is faid to have ceded the ifle 
of Wight to Stuf and Witgar, his two nephews, who maf- 
facred an incredible number of the inhabitants, at a place 
called from the latter Witgaraburgh, and now, by contrac¬ 
tion Carilbroke. I|enry of Huntington gives us very par¬ 
ticular acccunti of thefe battles ; but as we are convinced 
he did not copy them fronnauy authentic or credible wri¬ 
ters, we forbear entering with hirh into particulars. 

Gildas, a writer of unqueftionable authority, who lived 
in thofe times, tells us, that a great battlf- ^v>s fought on 
Badon-hill, fuppofed to be Banfdown, near Batk, in which 
the Saxons were entirely routed by the Britons This 
battle wr are informed by Nennius, and after him moft of 
our hiftorians, to be the lall of the twelve fought by king 
Arthur. In thhj. combat the Saxons received fuch a re- 
pulfe, that, for *ta|)y years, they avoided molelting the Bri¬ 
tons. 'the Britons ftill enjoyed the peace and tranquility 
which fo fignal a victory produced, when Gildas wrote his 
account of the d^tru£tion of Britain, forty-four years after 
the battle was fought “. Notwithftanding the peace which 
prevailed, the Saxons, who were continually flocking over, 
and making new encroachments, founded, according to the 
Saxon Annals, in the year 527, a fourth kingdom, called 
the kingdom of the Eaft Saxons, comprifing Effex, Middle- 
fex, and part of Hertfordlhire. This kingdom was be¬ 
gun by Erchenwin, defeended from Saxnat. To Erchen- 
win fucceeded, according to Henry of Huntington, his fon 
Sleda, whom William of Malmelbury records as the firft 
of the Eaft Saxon kings, and the tenth from Woden. 
About fifteen years after founding of the Eaft-Saxon king¬ 
dom, about the year 542, the great king Arthur is fuppofed 
to have died, and to.have been fucceeded by his kinfman 
Conftantine ; but the moft ancient Britilh chronicles leave 
an interregnurh of*near eleven years, without fo much as 
mentioning Conftantjn*. „ 

In the year 547, Ida, fhe tenth bydefeent from Woden, 
founded the'fifth kingdom in this ifland, called the king- 
< 4 onT%f Northumberjand, as it comprifed that part of the 
Britilh provinces that lies north of the Humber. Otta 
and Ebufa bad, at the' intercefljon of Hengift, been allow- 

* Sax. Aiinal. ad Ann. tij. t Gild. cap. 16. p. 1*0. 

'» Vide Uff. p. 47 j, 

c 4 
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ed by Vortigem to fettle in thofe parts, finder pretence of 
making war on the Scots and Pifts, and fecuring the nor. 
them provinces againft their incurfions. Thefe, having 
driven out the ancient inhabitants, feized on thofe coun¬ 
tries for chemfelves, and held them as inferior governors 
and vaflals to the kings of Kent w . For the fpace of a hun¬ 
dred years, the princes of Northumberland continued fub- 
je<ff to the kings of Kent; but in the courfe of this year 
547, the principality was changed into»a kingdom, Ida, a 
perfon no lefs famous for his virtues than his birth, aflum- 
ing the title of king of JMortTiumberland. This province 
proved a jj&werful kingdom ; for it comprehended all York- 
fhire, Cttac ^fhire , Durham, Cumberland, Weftmorland, 
and North uiTTBA land, with part of Scotland, as far as 
Edinburg!?Frith. Ida was not, according to Matthew of 
Weftminfter, fon to any of thofe princes who governed 
Northumberland before it became a kingdom, 'nit an ad¬ 
venturer lately arrived from Germany, and raifed to the 
throne on account of his extraordinary merit. He reigned 
near twelve years with great applaufe, an8 built a town, 
which he called Bebanburgh, now Bamborough, in Nor¬ 
thumberland, from his wife Bcbba *. Upon his death 
the kuigdom of the Northumbrians was divided into two, 
and as one was fituated fouth of the Tyne, it was called 
Deira ; and the other, extending from that river to Edin¬ 
burgh Frith, Bernicia. • 

In the year 561, Ethelbert commenced his reign in Kent. 
Being young and ambitious when be afeended the throne, 
he was the firft who excited civil wars and difturbances 
amongft the Saxons themfelves, claiming, as king of the 
mod ancient Saxon kingdom, an authority over the reft. 
This claim he attempted to fupport by force of arms ; but 
being twice defeated, he, who at firft was formidable, foon 
grew into contempt. Ceaulin, king of the Weft Saxons, 
and his fon Cutha, having purfued him into his own domi¬ 
nions, flew, at Wibbandun, Oflac and Cnebba, two of his 
chief commanders. By means of thefe civil contefts among 
the Saxons, but chiefly by the late victory gained on Badon- 
lrtll, the Britons lived, at leaft {of the fpace of forty-four 
years, unmolefted by their common enemy : but the peace 
they enjoyed, proved more deftruftive to them than any 
War; for in this interval they abandoned themfelves to all 
manner of vice and debauchery to fuch a degree, that, the 
principles of truth and juftice being totally fubverted, fcarce 
any traces of them remained either in the clergy or laity, 

* Malmclb, lib. i. cap. 3. * Bed. lib. iii. cap. 6 . 
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in the people or <?beir princes; fo that'they became odiou* 
to all the neighbouring nations: butihow far injuftice, ir- 
reHgion, and immorality, prevailed among all ranks of 
mgn, will appear from the words of Gildas, the Britifli 
hillorian. 

Sktwick-' 1 ° the epiftle, which he wrote while living in Armorica, 
tdaifi of he fays, “ Britain has kings, but they are tyrants; judges, 
thtij;kingt : but they are fuch as prey'upon the innocent ; the kings 
have wives, but abandon thcqifelvcs to harlots; they fvvear 
frequently, bul perjure themfclvts ; they wage war, but it 
’ is an unjuft and civil war ; they punifli thieves, yet have the 
greateft near them, even at then - own tables;*they fit in 
the feat of judgment, but fcldom obferve tbrVulua of 
equity ; they proudly overlook the modelt ^..'.ttiarmlcfs, but 
countenance the audacious, though guilty of Abominable 
crimes; they fill their prifons, but with men whom they 
ofCetiflaa- have committed rather out of malice than for crimes.” He 
tin*-, then proceeds to each king in particular, beginning with 
Conftantine then reigning in Cornwall and Devonshire, 
whom he calls V The tyrannical whelp of an impure Da- 
monian lionefs,” and charges with the murder of two inno¬ 
cent youths of the blood royal, whom he aCallinated in 
their mother’s arsis at the very altar, and underthe cbpe of 
the holy abbot. He likewife inveighs againft this prince, 
as one polluted with many adulteries, and other crimes. 
and of Au- * n ^‘ e " ext P' ace > he reproaches Aurelius Conanus with 

rtlius Co- adulteries, parricide, and greater cruelties than the former 
uanui, was guilty of. He adds, that this prince, hating the peace 
of his country, had, for the fake of booty and prey, foment¬ 
ed civil wars. Where Aurelius Conanus reigned, is not 
fpecified ; but bis fituation was not, it feems, very fortu¬ 
nate. Gildas hopes, that, being now left alone, like a tree 
■withering in the midft of a barren foreft, he may call to 
mind the pride and arrogance of his'father and elder bro¬ 
thers, who all came to untimely deaths. In the third place, 
Portiftre, he applies himfelf to Vortipore, whom he ftyles the wicked 
fon of a good father, and the tyrant of Demetia, or South 
Wales. He upbrSiids him, though advanced in years, with 
adulteries, falihood, and cruelty. In his latter days, lie 
repudiated his wife, ancf committed inceft with his daugh¬ 
ter. In the next place, our author comes to Cuneglafus, 
fuppofed by fome antiquaries to have reigned in North 
Wales: he is reproved fer railing civil wars, for divorcing 
his wife, and marrying her coufin, who had vowed perpe¬ 
tual chaflity: he was a greatenemy to the clergy, haughty, 
proud, and infolent. Gildas concludes with a fevere re¬ 
proof to Maglocunus, the greatell, and likewife the moll 

wicked 
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wicked, of all the Britifh princes. He had depofed, of 
flain, many other kinjs or tyrants, and is callgd -by our au¬ 
thor the Ifland Dragon, lie was tall in fta’ture, a great 
warrior, extravagant, arid profufe. 'While be was jet 
young, he defeated his uncle in battle, and drove him front 
the throne : then, touched with remorfe, he adopted a mo- 
naftic life, which he foon forfook, as he did foon after¬ 
wards his wife, giving the wife of his brother’s fon prefer¬ 
ence, who found means to ^flalfmate Jier own huihand, 
and Maglocunus’s former wife. This is tfie fubftancejtf 
Gildas’s reproof to the Britifh kings; from which all we 
can collects, that there were, at this time, at leaft five 
kiiigriH ily : "j all guilty of enormous crimes ; but by what 
means they carrsAto the crown, what adfioris they performed 
during the# reigns, who fucceeded each df them in their 
refpedtive territories, vye are not told by any authentic 
writer. • 

From the kings our author makes a tranfition to the cler- andoUht 
gy, whom, he fharply reproves as paftors in name, but in d‘ r gj. 
reality wolves, intent, on all occafions, no f «> feed the flock, 
hut to pamper themfelves ; not called to the miniftry, but 
feizing it as a trade; teaching the people, not by found 
doddrfne but by evil example ; dcfpifefs »f truth, fabrica¬ 
tors of lies ; viewing the poor with an eye of contempt, 
whillt they fawned upon the rich, however wicked ; great 
promoters of other people’s alnjs, but very fparing of their 
own; feldom officiating at the altar, and fcarce ever with 
undefiled hearts ; flightly touching the prevailing vices of 
the age, but greatly exaggerating their own injuries, as 
done to Chrift himfelf; aiming at preferments in the church, 
more than Heaven ; ignorant of the doctrines contained in 
the holy Scriptures, but artful, cunning, and pra£tifed in 
worldly matters ; beating their beads high, but having their 
thoughts and affections abjeft and low. He likewife taxes 
them with being gluttons, drunkards, and, above all, guilty 
of the enormous fin of fimony; and then addrefl'es the laity 
thus : “ What can ye expe£t, unhappy people, from thefe 
beafts, all belly ? Will they reclaim yod, who weary them- 
fclves in committing iniquity ? Shall you fee with their 
eyes, which are open only to gam ? Leave them rather, 
left ye fall both blindfold into perdition.” Our author, at 
the end of h'is hiffory, gives a farther accost of the fad 
ft?te of affairs, and general corruption of iftanners, in thofe 
times ; and complains, that the cities and towns lay in a 
ftate of ruin and defolation. Such was the fituation of the 
government and religion among the Britons during the 

peace. 
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peaca, which W4S produced by the viSory 0 u Badon-ln'l!. 
and commute} till the time Gildas wrote, a fpace of about 
forty-four years. 1 

_ lc Not long after this period began the kingdom of the 
com P n fing the provinces we now'call Norfolk, 
_ buflolk, Gambndgdhire, and the ifle of Ely; and was 
founded by Uffa, the eighth fucceffor from Woden, though 

E* Cr * M em r S ’i, befo f e him fcveral petty princes, who 

had fettled m Nor/olk and Suffolk ; but Uffa! more pow- 

er|ul than them, drove them all out, and reigned alone 
W “ h , fu T c T h P ower t ‘hat. iiomdiiin, the fucceeding kings were 
caUed Uffingx-r The Saxons, Who had been,, ever Cnee 
the battle on Badon-hill, either inactive, or engatb.d civil 
wars and quarrels among themfelves, begi^im to harafs 
the Britons, and, in a few years, drove them out of all the 
countries they held in that part of the Blind, which is now 
known,by the name of England : for Cuthwulf, the brother 
of Ceaulm king ot the Well Saxons, having defeated the 
Batons at Bcdauford, now Bedford, taken from them four 
towns, namely, JLiganburgb, now Loughborough in Lei. 
celterflnre, or, as others affert, Leighton in Bedfordfiiire 1 
Lgleiburg, now Aylelbury in Buckinghamfhire ; with Beu- 
inugton and IgtvHbam, now Benfon and Evelham ki Ox. 
fordflnre. Cuthwulf died the fame year he obtained this 
viGory. During the fpace of Gx years after, we hear of no 
attion; but after that tmje Ceaulin renewed the war. 
Having, with his fon Cuthwin, engaged the Britons at a 
place in Gloucefterflure called Deorham, he flew three of 
their kings, Comail, Condidan, and Farinmaile ; and took 
three of their chief cities, Glewancefter or Gloucefter, Ci- 
rencelter, and Bathanceller, now called Bath. Who thefe 

kings were, we are not informed ; but fome conjedurc the 
Crlt to be Cuinglafus, and the fecoml Aurelius Conanus, 
both mentioned by Gildas. We read of no other battle be- 
!, ? ,Saxon ? and Britons, though, in all likelihood, 
feveral Ikirmilbes happened, till feven years after the battle 
of Deorham, when Ceaulin, and his fon Cutha, oppofed 
the Britons at a place called Frethan-leag. In this battle 
Cutha was flam, and the Saxons were obligecf to retire; bit 
frefh fuccours feafonabfy arriving, they returned to the 
charge, routed the Britons, and took feveral towns z . 

About thi^ tune (the year 585), according to Henry of 
Huntington, and Matthew of Weftminfter, was founded 
’ Cnda ' t . hc Seventh kingdom in this ifland, called the 

7 Hunting lib. ii. Malraf. lib. i. * Hunting, lib. IT. 

kingdom 
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kingdom of Mercia (Z). This, though* the laft ere&ed 7 he 
was one of the largdl of the Bnglilh Saxon Jcingdoms. It’ f^enth 
comprehended the feventeen counties of Gloucefterlhire Sax °* 
Herefordlhire, Worcefterfhire, Warwickfhire, Leicefter- k ^‘ Jom ' 
{hire, Rutlandlhirc, Northamptonfhire, Lincolnlhire, Hun- Mtrc '“’ 
tingdonfliire, Bedfordfliire, Buckinghamfhire, Oxfordfhire, 
Staflbrdfliirc, Sliropfliir^ Nottinghamlhire, Derbylhire’ 
Chefltire, and part of Hertfordlhire. The Britons were now 
confined within very narrow limits. However, before they 
abandoned all their pofieffions on this fide the mountains, 
they once more engaged the Saxons at a place called Wo¬ 
den' s Bea r+h, near the ditch in Wiltlhire, which, by the 
neigWw^jgpMple, is called Wanfdike, and, in the Saxon 
tongue, WoSfcAtic, or the dyke ofWcden, and running 
throughout middle of the country, divided it from eaft to 
weft. This battle Was a perfect carnage; but who were 
the generals on either fide, we can no where learn. • Henry 
of Huntington only lays, that the Britons having drawn up 
their army.after the Roman discipline, the Saxons charged 
them with their ufual boldnefs. A (harp Sngagement en- The Bri. 
fued, adds that writer, in which (|pd gave 'the victory to tom obtain 
the Britons ; for the Saxons were routed, and aimoft their t ‘ ro '»r*te 
whol#army cut offri In this battle the Britons Were affifted 
by the Angles, jealous of the oversown power of Ceaulin Taxorttl 
king of the Weft Saxons, whofe military genius, and great 
exploits, had ftruck terror into the Angles, as well as the 
Britons. After the lofs of this battle, he was driven out of 
his dominions, and forced to take refu<y? in fome other 
kingdom ; but whether in this ifland, or elfewhere, is not 
recorded in hiftory- 

From this vi&ory the Britons reaped but little advantage ; 
for, being daily more confined, and haralfed on one fide by 
the Scots and rids, and on the other by the Saxons, they but an, in 
were, in the end, obliged to abandon their ancient feats, > h ‘ end, 
and take Ihelter among the craggy and mountainous places ° hl 'g e d‘o 
in the weft of the ifland, whither i heir cruel enemies could ‘"atd 
not eafily purfue them. There they lon^ continued a war- other pant. 

0 ‘ Hunting, ubi fupra, 

(Z) Whence it took that Mercian kingdom (i). Others 
name is uncertain ; fome de- aflert it was fo called from the 
riving it from the river Meffe; Saxon word meark , fignifying 
which, running between Che- a limit ; becaufe mod of the 
mire and Lancalhire, was the other kingdoms bordered upon 
north-well: boundary of the it (a), 

#r 

(i) Lhnyd. fol, 23. (2) Ca'md, in Cornaviis, 
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like nation, defeeding their liberty, and, though fcpa^ateu 
from the Saxons by a deep ditch, the^vork of Uffa king of 
the Mercians, making frequent inroads into the Saxon, or, 
as we may now ftyle them, the Englifh territories, which 
they ravaged with lire and fword. 'I he Britons, upon their 
retiring into Cambria, or Wales, divided that country, as 
we read in the fame author, into fix regions, Guynedh, 
Powys, Dehenbarth, Reynuc, Efyluc or Sylluc, and Mor- 
ganuc or Morgan. ( Each of thefe regions or diftiicts was 
governed by iti own king till the year 843, when Roderic 
the Great became folc monarch of Cambria or Wales, 
which, at bps death, he divided among his thijee fons, as 
we {ball relate in a more ample manner in a pr£t.x"-.pjace. 
Some of the Britons were driven into Qgi»wall; others, 
according to the learned antiquary, whom we htve quoted., 
fettled in the moll fouthern parts of Scotland, and in the 
neighbourhood of Cariifle, and continued there till the year 
871, when they were driven out by the Scots and Englifh, 
and forced to take {belter amonglt their countrymen in 
that part of Cambria or Wales which, by the Latin writers. 
Is flyled Venedotia, and by us North Wales. The Britons 
at firft poffeffed all the countries beyond the Dee and the 
Seyern, which t\yo rivers, in ancient times, dividcd'Cam- 
bria, or Wales, from England, the towns, which (land on 
the eaftern banks of tliefe two rivers, having been mod of 
them built to reftrain the Cambrians, or Wellli, from mak¬ 
ing incurfions into England. But the Englifh, having 
paffed the Severn, gradually feized on the country lying be¬ 
tween that River and the Wye ■, hence all Herefordlhire, 
and that traff which was anciently called the Datiifb 
Wood, with Gloucefterfliire, and fuel) parts of Worccfter- 
fhire and Shropfliire as lye beyond the Severn, are Hill in¬ 
habited by the Englifh; in former times, even fotne parts 
ofFlindhire and Denbighfhire were fuhjeft to the kings of 
Mercia : for Uffa, the moft powerful king of that country, 
ordered a deep ditch to be dug, with a high wall to he con- 
ft ruffe cl, as a harrier between his dominions and the terri¬ 
tories of the Cambrians, from the mouth of the Dee, a little 
above Flint caftle, over fteep mountains, through deep v^l- 
]ies,fens 3 and rivers, to the mouth of the Wye (A). 

(A) This ditch, called by the ton or bam; evident proofs that 
Wellh to this.Day, Clandh Uffa, they were inhabited by Saxons; 
or the Ditch of Uffa,isftill to be and the inhabitants of them 
feen in fcveral parts; and all are by the Wellh Hill called 
the towns, fituated on the eaft Guyr y Mers, that is, the men 
fide of it, hare names ending i# of Mercia. 


Gildas 



The hTtflory of Britain. 131 

Gildas tells us, tliat fome of the Britons, committing 
themfelves to the metoy of the waves, fought for fhelter be¬ 
yond the fea ; and it is the general opinion, that they fled 
to their countrymen in AAnorica. That fome Britons h«d Some of the 
fettled in Armoricai, now Bretagne, before this time, is in- dtflrejid 
difputabie ; though there is a great difagreement amongft 
authors as to the precife time of their firft eftablifhment it Arm-' 
in that country. They are faid to have made a fecond fet- rica. ’ 
dement there in the reign of Coriftantias Qhlorus, the fa¬ 
ther of Conftantine the Great, during the ufurpation <of 
Maximus, and when the jiaxofis made themfelves mailers 
of the iflaijjt. No ancient hiftorian makes any mention of 
theh^PWwsjkin that country, either in the reign of Con- 
ftantius or oFjtWl&imus ; an omiflion which gives us room 
to queftion^he truth of what the moderns lhave written on 
that head. All we know for certain is, that the Britons 
were fettled in that part of Gaul which, from thefn, was 
called Brittany, before the Saxons and Angles made them- 
fclves maftsrs of the whole country now called England. 

The Britons, who fettled in Armorica, *having, by de- They matte 
grees, got the better of the natives, treated them much in themfelves 
the fame manner as their countrymen, whom they had 
left bctiind in the ifland, were treated by tfie Saxons ; fdr, * * 
nbt to allege other teftimonies, Regalis bifhop of Vannes, 
fpeaking of the unhappy condition of the Armorieans, 

“ We live (fays he), in captivity«under the Britons, and bear 
a moll grievous and heavy yoke.” The Armorieans, thus 
overpowered by the Britons, were blended with them under 
the common appellation of Britons, their country being 
called Britannia Armorica, and Britannia Cifmarina, in 
the fame manner as the Gauls, in other parts of Gaul, were 
indifcriminately called by the common npme of Franks, and 
their country called Francia. The Armorican Britons de¬ 
fended themfelves with great bravery againft the Franks, 
firft under petty kings, and afterwards under counts and 
dukes, as we fhall relate in a more proper plate. But to 
return to our diftrefled Britons at home : thofe who had 
taken refuge among the mountains beyond the Severn at¬ 
tempted, from time to time, to repoVer the countries they 
had loft ; but <heir efforts proved ineffeftual, as did the en¬ 
deavours of the Anglo-Saxons to extend their conquefts be¬ 
yond the mountains. Such of the Britons as fubmitted to, 
and lived among, the Saxons, were treated by them as 
Haves, and employed in the moft fervile ftations. 

Thus, omitting fuch accounts as are generally deemed 
fabulous, we have related the moft remarkable events that 
happened in Britain, from the arrival of the Saxons to the 
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retreat of the Britons into Cambria, or Wales. The venerable 
Bede takes no, notice of what was tranfa£led here, from the 
battle of Badon-hill to the convcrfion of the Saxons in the 
time of pope Gregory the Great; it circum fiance which does 
not a little incline us to doubt the veracity of what we read in 
the writers who fucceedcd him. Tliefe had not better records 
or memoirs than that venerable author, but lefs difeern- 
ment, and more credulity; which, perhaps, may have 
prompted then) to relate, aiifl even believe, fuch things, as 
did not appear to that judicious author fo well attefted as 
to merit a place in bis hiftofy. Thefe, however, we have 
been forced to follow, for want of better guides, when 
abandoned by Gildasand Bede; but as we do.pp^'i+e en¬ 
tire credit to what they relate, we are fawHSm exacting it 
of our readers.' The unfortunate Britons beffng, in the 
manner we have related, driven into Cambria, the Saxons, 
Angles? and Jutes, remained mailers of the whole country 
now called England, where they had already founded ftven 
kingdoms, known by the name of the heptarchy. Thefe 
we fhall leave fflr the prefent, and piocttd to the hiflory of 
other more ancient nations. 
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The Ancient State of the feveral Northern Na¬ 
tions f to their Incurfions into the Roman Em¬ 
pire i their federal Expeditions, and mutual 
Expulfons , till the Settling of the Hunns in 
Hungary ; of the Vandals , Vfigoths , and 
Sueves, in Spain ; of the Vandals in Africa ; 
the Franks in Gaul; the Ojlrogoths in Italy. 

S „E C T. I. 

Of the Hunns, till their Settling in Hungary. 

T HE Hunns, a fierce and favage nation, inhabited 
that part of Afiatic Sarmsttia which bordered on the 
Paius Mseotis and the Tanais, the ancient boundary be¬ 
tween Europe and Alia b . Their country lay north of 

k AramiMt Martel. IHj. mi. p, 435, 441. AgatU.lib- v. p- >54- 
' Mount 
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Mount Caucafus, which, extending from «he Euxlne to the 
Cafpian fea, parts Afiatic Sarmatia from Cplchis, Iberia, 
and Albania, lying on the iftbmus between the two above 
mentioned feas In this mountain, or rather ridge of moun¬ 
tains, were two narrow pailes leading out of Afiatic Sar- 
matia into Iberia, one of which was anciently called Porta 
Caucafia, but, in Procopius’s time, Tzur, and the other 
Porta Cafpia; this lull, however, we muft diltinguifli 
from the famous Porta; Cafjjke, or thte narrow pafles in 
Mount Cafpius, which, at a great diftance to the fouth of 
Mount Caucafus, divided^Metiia from Parthia. The two 
pafles in Mount Caucafus gave admittance to the neighbour- 
ingAiWiJ^nto the territories of the Romans and Parthians; 
whence iti?**»#nifcft, that, according to Procopius, the 
ancient lefts of the Hunns lay north of Mount Caucafus, 
and at a fmall diftance from it. In thofe feats called the 
Eulylian region, dwelt the Hunns, divided into feveral 
tribes, but all comprifed under the general name of Ugri, 
changed afterwards into that of Hunni or Unni. In the fr,ff ertnt 
authors, who wrote after the year of the Ghriftian sera 376, tribes of 
when the Hunns firft broke into Europe, mention is made Hunns. 
of the Uturgurian, Cuturgurian, Onugurian, Vultiuzurian, 
JJunf^unian, Sabirian, or Gabrian, and Nephthalit» or 
Ephthalite, Hunns c . Piocopius acquaints us, that one of 
their kings had two fons, Uturgur, and Cuturgur, who, 
upon their father’s death, divided his territories among 
them ; and that fitch of the Hunns as were fubjeft to U- 
turgur, were called Uturgurian Hunns;, and thofe, who 
fell to the lot of Cuturgur, Cuturgurian. No notice is 
taken by hiltorians of the other denominations. On the 
fouth fide of the Palus Masotis, where it difeharges itfclf 
into the Euxine fea by a narrow channel, called Bofporus 
Cimmerius, dwelt the Uturgurian Hunns; and north of 
them, towards the Tanais, the Cuturgurian. 

The Ephthalite or Nephthalite Hunns, inhabited ? rich rtf Eft. 
country, bordering to the North on Perfia, and at a great ‘haUte or 
diftance from the Sarmatian or Scythian Hunns, with whom NefhthalU* 
they had no intercourfe, nor the leal): affinity either m their 
jperfons or manners. They were # powerful nation, and 
often ferved again ft the Romans in the Perfian armies; 
but, in the reign of the emperor Zeno, being provoked by 
Perozes, king of Perfia, who laid claim to part of their 
country, they defeated him in two pitched battles, over-ran 
all Perfia, and held it in fubjedion for the fpace of two 

c A^ath. lib- ix. p, 154. Procop. ibid. Paul. Warnefrid. Mifcel. 
lib. xu 
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years, obliging Gabades, the fon and fucceffor of Perozes, 
to pay them $n annual tribute. Tbefe Hunns, called by 
the writers of thofe times the White Hunns, did not wan- 
dej, like the others, from place- to place; but contented 
with their own country, which fupplied them with all ne- 
ceffaries, lived under a regular government, fubjetl to one 
prince, and feldotn made inroads, unlefs provoked, either 
into the Pcrfian or Roman territories. They lived accord¬ 
ing to their, own Uws, and^dealt uprightly with one an- 
ot|je%, as well as with the neighbouring people. Each of 
their great men ufed to chootfe twenty or more companions, 
to enjoy with him his wealth, and partake of all his diver- 
lion*} but, upon his deceafe, they were all burW.'r Si* him 
in the fame grave. This cuftom favours olfe^rbarity ; but 
in every other refpeft the Nephthalite were a “’more civi¬ 
lized nation than the Scythian Hunns, who, making inroads 
into the empire, filled moft of the provinces of Europe 
with blood and flaughter. 

The latter were, according to Ammianus Marcellinus, 
a favage people} exceeding in cruelty the moft barbarous 
nations. They begin to praftife their cruelty, fays Jor- 
nandes, upon their children the firft day they come into 
the world, cutting and mangling the cheeks of their Aiales, 
to prevent the growth of hair, which they confidered con¬ 
trary to the fentiments of other nations, as unbecoming 
and unmanly. They had, perhaps, in this practice another 
view, which Jornandes feems to infinuate elfewhere, name¬ 
ly, to ftrike terror into the enemy with their countenances 
thus diftorted <l . They had no other food but roots and 
raw meat, and no houfes,’or even huts ; but lived conftantly 
expofed to the air in the woods and on the mountains, 
where, from their infancy, they were inured to hunger, 
third, and all manner of hardlhips: they had fuch an 
averfion to houfes, which they called the fepulchres of the 
living, that when they went into other countries, they 
could hardly be prevailed upon to crofs a threfhold, not 
thinking themfelves fafe when fhut up and covered. They 
were accuftomed Oven to eat and fleep on horfeback, fcarce 
ever difmounting} a cuftom which in all likelihood in¬ 
duced Zofimus to aver, that the Hunns could not walk *. 
They covered their nakednefs with goat Ikins, or the 
Ikins of a fort of mice fewed together. Day and night 
were indifferent to this favage people, as to buying, fell¬ 
ing, eating, and drinking- They had no law:, nor any 
kind of religion} but complied with their inclinations, 

A 

* Jorn. Rer. Goth. c<tp. *4. p. 643. ‘-Zofi lib. itr. p. 747- 
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without the leaft reftraint, or diftin£li»n between good 
and evil f . In wai% they began the battle with great 
fury, and a hideous noife ; but if they met with a vigorous 
oppofition, their fury abated after the firft onfet; and, 
when once put in diforder, they never rallied, but fled in 
the utmoft confufion. They were quite unacquainted with 
the art of befieging towns ; and it is obferved, that they 
never attacked the enemy’s camp. They were a faithlcfs 
nation, and thought themfelges no loiger^ bound by the 
nioft folemn treaties than they found their advantage*in 
obferving them. Hence ^ye often find them, upon the leaft 
profped"! of obtaining more advantageous conditions, mak- 
into the Roman empire, in defiance of the 
nioft folcrniTftsrhs and engagements. Several bodies of 
Hunns, after their coming into Europe, ferved in the Ro¬ 
man armies againlt the Goths, and other barbarous nations ; 
they were even fuch mercenaries as to be willftig, for 
hire, to fight ngainft each other, being blind to every other 
confideratipn than lucre Of this difpofition the empe¬ 
ror Juftinian was apprifed ; and, by promMing a large futn 
to the Uturgurian Hunns, prevailed upon them to fall up¬ 
on the Cuturgurians, and drive them quite out of the em¬ 
pire ft 

The form of government that prevailed among!! them Their form 
was not, according to Ammianus Marcellinus, properly zouern- 
fpeaking, monarchical; for that author, treating of the ment ‘ 
Scythian Hunns, tell us, that they had never learnt to-fub- 
mit to the authority of a king; but that they were headed 
and conduced by fome of their chiefs. As to the origin 
of the Hunns, Procopius feems to infinuate, that they were 
defeended from the Albanians; and that they removed from 
Albania, lying on the Cafpian fea, into Afiatic Sarmatia, 
where they fettled. 

As for the name of Hflims, fome authors imagine them Their 
to have been thus nominated from one of the'ir leaders trigtn. 
named Hunnor; but of this Hunnor no mention is made 
by any ancient writer. They are frequently ftyled Ugri by 
Procopius, and other writers ; and the*word ugre, in the 
Sclavonic language, fignifies aquatic, that is, living in or 
■near the water ; a name well adapted to a nation living in 
wet or mar!hy places.; and fuch were the ancient feats of 
the Hunns bordering on the Palus Mapotis and the Tanais 

f Amm. lib. xxxi. p. 43j-”437—6 jj—< 18. Ifidor. car. ii. p- 197, 

! Animian. ibid. p. 439, 440. Prifc. de Legal, p 63. k Procop. - 
Bell. Goth. lib. iv, cap. 18, 19. Agath. lib- v. p. 135. 1 Vide 

Ludewig. in Vit, Jultmian. & Theodors, p. 329. not. 704. 
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Ptolemy, in bis £armatia Europsea, mentions a people, 
whom he calls Chuni, dwelling in his nme on the banks of 
the %)tyfthen£s. Thefc the Hunns fubdued, and fettled in 
their country ; whence, from their name Chuni, foine de- 
riv6 that of Hunni : but, to dwell no longer on conje&ures, 
we lhall now give a fuccin£l account of the feveral migra¬ 
tions and expeditions of the Hunns, from their firft com¬ 
ing inth Europe to their fettling in Fannonia, called after¬ 
wards from them Hungary, following therein Ammianus 
Mar-c^Jlinus, arid other credible writers, who lived in or 
near thofe times. 

Yr. of FI. The Hunns, as we have already obferved, dqjelt on the 
k caft fide of the Pains Masotis, novt' the fea of';T'-’','/;he, 
37 quite unacquainted with the people and ctygufics lying on 
hey rrl p the oppofite fide* till a hind putfued by fome hunters, or, 
the Palm as we find in other authors, an ox flung by a gad-fly, hav- 
M*otui jng pafigd the marfh, fome Hunns followed their guide to 
the oppofite fide, where they difcovcrcd a country more 
agreeable than their own. Hereupon, returning to their 
own country, thpy acquainted their countrymen with what 
they had difeovered ; and at the fame time informed them, 
that what they had. till then looked upon as a deep fea, was 
only a marfh, an^ might be pafled without the leafl*-dan¬ 
ger k . Encouraged with this account, and defiriug to fet¬ 
tle in a more fertile foil, they pafled the marfi); and en- 
und fubdue tering the country of the Alans, who dwelt on the banks 
the Alans. 0 f t b e Tanais, and were thence called Tanaites, they laid 
if wafte far and near, made a dreadful havock of the inha¬ 
bitants, and obliged fuch of them as were left alive, and 
able to bear arms, to enlift under their flaridard. 'I bus 
They fall reinforced, they fell upon the Goths, by Ammianus called 
upon the Greuthongi, and by Jornandes Ollrogoths ; and fpread 
Ofirogoihs j every-whtte fuch terror among them, that Ermcnric their 
king, though a warlike prince, and conqueror of many na¬ 
tions, laid violent hands on himfelf, to ay|>id feeing the ca¬ 
lamities that threatened his people Jornandes acquaints 
us, that Ermcnric, whom he calls Ermanaric, having pu- 
nifhed with death a woman named Saniolk, of the nation 
of the Roxolani, for tjie murder of her hufband, her tw^o 
brothers, Sarus and Ammius, confpiring againft him, gavb 
him a dangerous wound in the fide ; which, with the con¬ 
cern he was under in feeing his country over-run by the 
Hunns, occafioned his death, in- the hundred and tenth 
year of his age. He was fucceeded by Vithimir, who, hav- 

* Jomand. ibid. cap. 14, p. £44, 645. 1 Ammian. lib. xxxi. 

P- 439 . 44 °* 



*37 


The Hiftory of the Hunns. 

nig hired a body of Hunns. made for fom£ time a vigorous 
refinance ; but was,,in the end,-after many lodes, (lain in 
battle. He left behind him a fon named V’tberic or Vi- 
dcric, whom, as he wa^under age, he committed to the 
care of Alutheus and Saphrax ; but thefe, though men'of 
known valour and experience in war, forefeeing all their, 
efforts would piovc unfucccfsful agair.il the numerous and 
formidable forces of the enemy, thought it advifeable to and drive 
abandon the country they then held, and retire, with all them out 
their people, to the plains between the Dorj’dhenes and the of their 
Danube ; which country is now known by the name of 
Podolia. 

A tij, ^rfi-ic. king or chief of the Thervingi or Vifigoths, 
being intbilSM^jjjl of what had happened to die Oftrogoths, 
refolved t%be upon his guard, and prepared for a vigorous 
defence bn the banks of the Danaflus, now the Niepcr, 
which parted the Greuthongi from the Thervingi but the Defeat the 
Hunns falling upon him before he had the lead notice of V’fi&o'ht. 
their approach, he was put to flight, after having loft great 
munhers dl his men, and obliged to take (belter among the 
neighbouring mountains As the enemy, overloaded with their coun- 
booty, purfued him but ftowly, he built a wait with incre- 
dibie* expedition for his own defence, ejtending from.the 
Gerafus, or the Pruth, to the Danube, itl the country now 
known by the name of Moldavia All the Gothic nations 
being alarmed at this fudden^and unexpefted irruption of 
the Hunns, 1 'iich of them as h*ad the good fortune to efcnpe 
the dreadful havock which thofe Barbarians made of their 
people, refolved to abandon their country to an enemy 
whom they wi re no longer able to oppofe, and to (belter 
themfelves within the Roman dominions, feparated by the 
Danube from the countries over-run by the Hunns! Ac¬ 
cordingly they retired from their ancient feats, and, ap¬ 
proaching the banks of the Danube, difpntched ambafladors 
to the emperor Valens, begging, ill a mod fubmiffive man¬ 
ner, to be admitted into Thrace. 

The Romans were (truck with terror and amazement, in 
hearing that fucb multitudes of Barbarians tvere hovering 
iibout the banks of the Danube, driven out of their country 
oy greater Barbarians than themfelves. Valens, however, The Goi/u 
complied with their requeft, allowing thgm to pafs the Da- 
nube, and enter Thrace in fuch numbers, that Am unarms 
compares them to the fparks which at that very time iflued 
out of Mount /Etna, and to the fands of the Libyan (lu>re. 

Thofe were, for the moft part, Thervingi or Vifigoths, the 

m Ammian. p. 440, 441. 
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^ubje&s of king nAthanaric. As for the Greuthongi, or 
Oftrogoths, tljey being likewife drivencout of their country 
by the Hunns, flocked in fwarms to the banks of the Da¬ 
nube ; and, encouraged by the reception their countrymen 
had met with from Valens, begged to be admitted within 
the Roman dominions ; but the emperor not thinking it 
advifeable to comply with their requeft, after they had con¬ 
tinued fome time on the banks of the Danube, they pafled 
it in defpite ofJiis ( prohibition. Athanaric, king of the 
Thgrvingi, not “thinking it fafe to take refuge in the terri¬ 
tories of the Romans, on account of his having aflifted the 
ufurper Procopius, retired, with part of his people, to a 
place defended by inacceflible rocks, named Cph.'Jetts da, 
having driven from thence the SarmatiansWtfthe Taifali, 
whofe country fay weft-of the Gerafus, or tfft .Pruth ". 
Thus the Hunns, in the year 376, not only fettled in Eu¬ 
rope, but made themfelves niafters of that vaft country 
which extends from the Tanais to the Danube, and was, 
before their arrival, poflefled by the Alans, the Goths,'and 
feveral other barbarous nations, whom they either drove 
out, or forced to fubmit to their victorious arms. 

We find no farther mention made in hiftory of the Hunns 
wh© fettled in £u*ope, till the year 388, when great lum¬ 
bers of them are faid to have lifted under the Roman 
banner of Theodafnis I; who was then emperor, encourag¬ 
ing them, with large fums, .to ferve in his army, as well 
on account of their warlike difpofition, as to divert them 
from raifing diftufbances on the frontiers of the empire 0 . 
The Nephthaiifie Hunns, who had continued in Afia, and 
were neighbours to the Perfians, as we have already ob- 
ferved, breaking into the Roman territories, over-ran Me- 
fop'otamiain 383, and even laid fiege to Edefla; but were 
repulfed by the Roman garrifon, and obliged by a body of 
troops, confifting chiefly of Goths, fentto the relief of the 
place, to abandon the enterprize,a>nd retire The Eu¬ 
ropean Hunns firft pafled the Danube in 391, and being 
joined by the Goths and other Barbarians, committed dread¬ 
ful havock in Moifia and Thrace : but Stilichomarching 
againft them, totally defeated their army, and purfuing, 
vigoroufly, furrounded them in a narrow valley, where they' 
muft have perifhedswith hunger or furrendered atdifere- 
tion, had not Theodofius chofen to conclude a peace with 
them, following therein, fays the poet Claudian, the per¬ 
nicious counfel of the traitor Rufinus s. 

a Ammian. ihi«l. jorn. cap. 25 p. 646. • Ambrof. ep. xvii. 

p. *14. P Socrat. lib. v. cap. 11. p. 270. fur 15 Novemb. p. 34*. 
s Claud, dt Laud. Stil. lib. i, p. 125,126. 
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About four years after this event, 111*395, the Hunm Yr. of FI, 
making unexpectedly; an inroad into the eaftern provinces, *7+j- 
penetrated as far as Antioch, deftroying all the country A- 19S* 
with fire and fword, and committing every-where unheard- 
of cruelties St. Jeront, fpeaking of this irruption of the Ifaietkt 
Ilunns, fays : “ All the Eaft tremhled when the difmal euflem 
news was brought that fwarms of Hunns, coming from the frevinces. 
far-diftant Mseotis, and dwelling between the frozen Ta- 
nais and the country of the, favage Maffawtes, fcattered 
themfeives over it, and filled all places with blood jnd 
ilaughter. While the Roman armies (continues that writer) 
were cmpleyed in civil wars (that is againft the nfurper 
I'iugrrft-V^L the cruel enemy roved, without control, where 
they pleafed,-preventing, by their fpeed, the report of their 
coming They had no regard either to religion or dignity ; 
no age they fpared, nor were they foftened by the tears of 
the crying infant; but put thofe to death who haji fcarce 
begun to live, and who, not apprifed of their danger, 
fmiled, when in the enemy’s hands, at thofe very weapons 
that were immediately to deftroy them.” He adds, that the 
general terror and conllernation fpread as far as Paleftine, 
upon a report that they propofed to advance to Jerufalem, 
and plunder the holy city s . 

The Hunns having over-run, and plundered feveral pro¬ 
vinces, voluntarily returned home, loaded with fpoils, and 
carrying with them an incredible number of captives. 

After this irruption they feem to have continued quiet for They break 
nine years, that is, till the year 404, when palling the »»w 
Danube in great multitudes, they entered Thrace, and ' rhract - 
having traverfed that province, penetrated into tall Illyri- 
cum, committing every-where dreadful ravages, and de¬ 
ftroying with fire and fword what they could not carry off'. 

In the following year, 405, we find great numbers of They dif- 
Hunns ferving in Stilicho’s army, which marched againft tingni/k 
Radagaifus, who had invaded Italy. Thefe Hunns were led 
by Uldin, one of their chiefs or kings; and to him was man f tr S 
chiefly owing the fignal viftory gained by Stilicho in He- vice. 
truria; for having with his Hunns furrtiunded one of the 
three bodies into which Rhadagaifu* had divided his army, 
ne cut them all in pieces, to thenbmbcr of a hundred thou- 
fand men a . Uldin was well known to the Romans before Uldin king ' 
this time, from the vigorous oppofition he had made in the °f ‘ he 
year 400, againft the famous Gainas, commander of the llunas - 
Goth&ffn the Roman fervice. 

r Soz. lib. viii. cap. j. p. 753. ■ Hier Epitaph. Fabiol. 

* Soz. lib. viii. cap. *3. p. 793. Philoflorg. lib. xi, cap 8, p. 530. 
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No ptince had hitherto deferred better of the empire than 
Uldin; hut jwo years after the fig»al victory obtained 
chiefly fay his means over Radagaifus, he became, on what 
provocation we know not, an irreconcileable enemy to the 
Romans; and palling the Danube, entered Thrace at the 
head of " numerous army, confiding of Hunns and Squiri, 
or Scyri, u northern nation, fubjetf, in all likelihood, to 
the Hunns. As this irruption happened during the mino¬ 
rity of Theodofius,li. Anthe^nius, who had taken upon 
hinj the administration, exerted his abilities to appeafe Ul¬ 
din ; but he confiding too much in his own ftrength, and 
infilling upon conditions that could not be honourably 
granted, Anthemius ordered a body of Romanes to 
inarch againfthim, at whofe approach fevedj^tflnis officers, 
offended at his haughty and imperious behaviour laid hold 
of that opportunity to abandon him, and join the Romans. 
This defection alarmed Uldin, who retired with great pre¬ 
cipitation, and repaffed the Danube, after having loft, on 
his hafty march, many of his men. As for the Squiri, the 
emperor’s troops»comiifg up with them before they reached 
the Danube, they were to a man either killed or taken pri¬ 
soners: the latter were fold, and difperfed all over Alia, 
to prevent their e»er returning to their own country n By 
this overthrow, and one they had received in 381, from 
Theodofius the Great, grandfather to the reigning emperor, 
Theodofius the younger, that nation, once very numerous, 
was almoft utterly extirpated *. 

From this period the Hunns feem. to have continued quiet 
till the year 423, when the emperor Honorius dying, and 
John, bis chief fecretary, afl'uming the purple, they were 
prevailed upon by the celebrated Aetius, who had joined 
the ufurper, to efpoufe his caufe. As Aetius had been for¬ 
merly given to them, on what occafion we know not,' as a 
hoftage, and was become acquainted with their chiefs, the 
ufurper fent him, as the moil proper perfon, with large 
futns, to engage them in his caufe. Accordingly, a few 
months after his departure, he returned at the head of fixty 
tboufand Hurins. ‘Upon his entering Italy he was met by 
Afpar, one of the generals of Theodofius, who, upon the 
death of his unde Honoribs, had caufed himfelf to be pro¬ 
claimed iemperor of the-Weft. A bloody battle enfued, 
without any cqnfiderable advantage on either fide; but in 
the mean time Aetius, being informed of the death of the 
ufurper, who had been, taken and beheaded in Ravenna 

w Socrat. lib, ix. cap. 6. p. 806,807, x Soz. lib. iv. p. 759. 
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tfi fee days before the battle, fubmitted ft* Theodofius, and 
perftjaded the Hunns, not without dillributing confiderable They ry. 
fums among them, to return home >. turn /some. 

However, Thrace wa» this year pillaged and laid v/jftc 
by fome of that nation whom Theodoret (lyles Scythian 
Nomades. Their chief was Rougas or Roilas, who threat- Rougas 
ened to over-run the whole empire, and lay fiege to Con- ravages 
flantinople itfelf z ; but Theodofius, not in the lead dif- ^^racf, 
maved at the menaces of fhe J^arbarian, sommitted the event, 
according to his cuftom, fays Socrates, to 1 ’iovidcnce, ^tncl 
foon obtained what he deyred*, for Rougas was killed with n,killed 
lightningjW plague broke out in his army, and fwept off •with light. 

-/i part of his men, and fire from heaven confumed ”‘ n g, and 
molt of thOT&'rfhom the plague had fpared. This compfi- 
cation of Misfortunes Itruck the Barbarians* with l'uch terror, J 
that they retired voluntarily, dreading, not the arms of the 
Piomans, but the power of heaven, which had nvidently 
efpoufed the caufe of 1 heodofius. 

Six years after this irruption, that is, in 423, we find the 
Hunns in pofleffion of Pannonia; for TlRtius, being that 
year difgraced by Valcntinian III. or rather by his mother 
Placidia, who governed during the minority of her fon, is 
faid fo have retired to the court of Rons, king of the Hunns, 
in Pannonia \ As the Hunns were in a great meafure in¬ 
debted to Aetius for the lands they held in Pannonia, Roas, 
their king, not only received that able commander with the 
greateft dcmonltrations of kindnefs and friendftiip upon his 
being difgraced at the court of Placidia, but fent him back 
at the head of a powerful army of Hunns; which lo terri¬ 
fied Placidia, that fhe reftored Aetius to all bis employ¬ 
ments, and raifed him to the rank of patrician b . 

In the year 435, a ltrong body of Hunns, marching They join 
through Germany into Gaul, joined Aetius againlt the 
Burgundians, who, having been allowed to iettle in that '/> ur ^ un . 
part which bordered on the Rhine, had revolted from the 
Romans, and ravaged Belgic Gaul. Aetius, after gaining 
a complete viftory over them, obliged Gondicarius their king 
to fue for peace; which he granted, but fieither Gondicarius 
Jior his people long enjoyed it; fftr, in the beginning of 
the following year, he was cutoff, with twenty thoufandof Yr. of FI, 
his men, by the Hunns, at th^ inftigation of Aetius, pro- A ^ * 

voltcd, as fome authors aflert', at their revolting again; __ -. 

' of whom 

y Philoftorg. lib. xii. C3p. 14. p. jjS. Profp. Chron. Cafliodor. t f,y cutoff 
Chron. 2 Socrat. lib. vii. cap. 43. p. 387- Theodoret. lib. v. twen ty 

cap. 35. p. 7 u 9 . .i Prolp. Chron. Prifc. p. 37. V,™ f thoufand. 

Chron. Jdat. p. »o. Val. Rtr, Franc, lib. x. p. 140. c Such. 

Belg. p. 4S6. 





»♦* 


7tn thou- 
fund 

Hunns cut 
off by the 
Burgun¬ 
dian!. 


The Hunns 
oblige the 
Goths to 

rgi/>S »L_- 

Jege of 
Har bonne. 


Th’e Hiftory 6f the ffunrts. 

while others charge Aetius, on this occafion, with breach 
of faith, and the blacked treachery. Socrates tells us,.-that 
the unhappy Burgundians, harafl'ed with the continual in- 
cur/ions of the Hunns, and beinj*no longer in a condition 
to make head againd fo powerful an enemy, had recourfe 
to Heaven ; and, repairing to a city in Gaul, there declar¬ 
ed their defire of embracing die Chriftian religion. The 
bilhop of the place itijoined them a feven days fad, during 
which time he indra&ed them in the myderies of our holy 
religion ; and, having adminidered to them the facrament 
ofbaptifm, he font them h&me /till of courage and confi¬ 
dence. In this condition they marched againd thy Hunns; 
and, finding them deditute of a leader, UpmpAffrtiing 
dying the night before, gorged with immodctSte eating and 
drinking, they fell upon them, cut ten thoufantfin pieces, 
and obliged the red to fave themfelves by a precipitate 
flight. 4 ’rom this period the Burgundians, adds Socrates, 
continued Acdfafl in the Chridian religion 11 . 

Notwithstanding this overthrow, the Hunns, either this 
year, or the following, marched with a confiderable body 
to the aflidatice of the Romans againd the Goths, who had 
been allowed to fettle in Aquiuin, but not fstisfied with 
the'countrics allotted them, had made themfelves mUfters 
of feveral neighbouring .cities belonging to the Romans, and 
even laid fiege to Narbonne. The Romans called the Ilunns 
to their affidance; who, being led by count Litorius, fell 
upon the Gotbs while they were bufied in the fiege, put 
them to flight, and entered the city, each horltman carry¬ 
ing with him two bufhels of corn ; which proved a very 
feafonable fupply, the inhabitants being reduced to the ut- 
mod extremity c . Idatius aferihes the raifing of the fiege 
to Aetius f , probably becaufe Litorius a£ted by his orders, 
he being commander in chief of all the armies of the 
Wettern empire. The Hunns, who thus fignalized them¬ 
felves againd the Goths, had, the preceding year, been 
employed by the Romans againd the rebellious Armorici, 
whom they reduced. From Armorica they marched a- 
gaind the Goths bf Aquitain ; but, on their way, they 
plundered the province*of Auvergne, though belonging tej 
the Romans, whom they ferved as auxiliaries. Litorius, 
after having gained great advantages over the Goths, laid 
fiege to Touloufe, their capital; but was.afterwards defeat¬ 
ed in a pitched battle by Theofloric their king, and taken 
prifoner. About this time two chiefs of the Hunns, Bafic 

* Socrat. lib. vii. cap. 30. p. 371, 37*. e Profp.Chron. Val. 
Rer, Franc, lib. iii. p. r+o, * Idat. p. 21. 
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atM Curfic, having numerous bodies of ijieir nation under 
theii^command, cany to Rome, and entered into the fer- 
vice of Valcntinian III. emperor of the Weft s. 

Rougas, king of the Damns, of whom we have already 
fpoken, had been fucceeded, 111425, by Rouas or Rons, 
who concluded a peace with Thecdofius II. of which one 
of the conditions was, that the emperor fhould pay him 
a yearly peniion of three hundred and fifty pounds weight 
of gold. But Rouas refolving, a few gears after the con- 
clufion of this peace, to fubduc the BoifchiJ and other na¬ 
tions dwelling on the banks of the Danube, whom Theo- 
dofius hadiaken under hi? protection, difpatched one Elias 
to t^PsiX ‘frt of Conftantinople, threatening to wage war up¬ 
on 'fheodolh&^’if he afforded them the leaft affiftance. 
Hereuponi’lintba and Dionyfius, two generals of no fmall 
renown, were appointed to treat with the king of the 
Hunns, and divert him, if polfible, from the refoiption he 
had taken. In the mean time Rouas died, and was fuc- 
cceded by his two nephews Bleda and Attila. News of 
the death of Rouas reaching Conftantinopk before the de¬ 
parture of the ambaffadors, they were ordered to treat with 
the two princes his fucceffors, and impowered to conclude 
a lafMng peace; which they did accordingly, upon dis¬ 
honourable terms. Attila and Bleda being, in virtue of 
this treaty, at liberty to purfue th’eir conquefts, reduced 
feveral northern countries; infomuch that their authority 
was acknowleged by all the barbarous nations, from the 
Danube to the mo'ft diftant coafts of the Euxine fea\ 
Among the reft he fubdued the Acatziri, who dwelt on 
the north coaft of that fca, and were divided into feveral 
nations, each having a diftinift king. But the mod ancient 
among thofe princes had, it feems, feme pre-eminence a- 
bove the reft ; for Prifcus, who lived in thofe times, tells 
us, that the jealoufy which Couridachus, the eldeft of the 
kings, conceived of the reft, gave Attila an opportunity of 
fubduing them all. Theodofius II. in order to unite them, 
and induce them to renounce the friendftiip of Attila, and 
enter into an alliance with the empire, ffent rich prefents 
U> each of them; but the perfon, whom the emperor em¬ 
ployed on this occafion, not appljfing in the firft inftance 
to Couridachus, that prince, thinking himfelf. highly in¬ 
jured, acquainted Attila with what bad palled, inviting him 
at the fame time to come andjrevenge the affront. Attila 
availed himfelf of the opportunity; and, haying imme- 

s Prifc. Legat. p. 64. J* Idem, p. 84 ' J° rn ' Rcr. Gotb. 
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diately fent a powerful army againft the Acatziri, foon 're* 
dbced *(fte othgr princes, but fuffered Couridachus to/snjoy 
hts dominions uudifturbed. gome time after, Attila invited 
hit® to bis court; but Couridaebus, alleging he could not 
bear the prefence of fo great a god, prudently declined com¬ 
plying with his invitation. The Hunn, plea fed with this 
apology, never offered him the leaf! violence ; but gave the 
countries belonging to the other Acatzirian princes to his 
eldeft fon, named .Elbe, appointing him king over all the 
nations bordering on the Euxine lea. The young prince, 
in going to take pofleffion 6f his new kingdom, had the 
misfortune to break his right arm by a fall fro in..his horfe 

Attila having, with the alliltance of his brcjE^nfciibxb, 
brought under fubje&ion all the nortln si artffons, began, 
as his ambition Itnew no bounds, and his arms had been 
hitherto attended with wonderful fuccefs, to entertain 
thought# of reducing, not only the Goths fettled in Thrace, 
but the Romans themfelves, and making himfelf mailer of 
the whole empire. With this view, having drawn to¬ 
gether a very niAoerous and formidable army, without any 
regard to the treaty already mentioned, he palled the Da¬ 
nube, and, entering Thrace, put all to the fword, without 
diftinftion of fex^age, or condition. 

He and, his brother Blcda took feveral towns and caltles, 
which the Romans had built on the banks of the Danube, 
to awe the Barbarians, and retrain them from entering the 
empire k . Among other towns, they made themfeives 
matters of Viminacium, a place of great importance on the 
Danube in Upper Mcefia. The Romans, alarmed at this 
fudden inundation of the Hunns, advifed the emperor to 
comply with their requeft, and deliver up to them the 
bifliop of Margum, who,.they alleged, had plundered their 
tteafure. The bilbop no fooner underftood his danger, than 
he repaired to the enemy’s camp, and found means to put 
them in pofleffion of the city. Attila, elated with this fuc¬ 
cefs, difpatched a meffenger to Theodofius, requiring him 
to deliver up forthwith all the Hunns who had taken re¬ 
fuge in the Romafl territories, to pay him the arrears of 
his yearly penfion, which had been ftopt ever fince he took 
up arms, and to fend proper perfons to fettle what fumV 
fhould be paid him for the future. He added, that there 
■was no time to lofe, fince he .could no longer reltrain or 
moderate the ardour of his Stoops, tbirfting after blood and 
fpoil. Theodofius, though not a little terrified at thefe me¬ 
naces, chofe rather to try the chance of war, than abanden 


i Frifc. p. 63—69. fc Procop, iEdif, lib. iv. cap. 5. p. 79. 
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thVe whom he had taken under his profession. He there- 
forjSgnly promifed t» fend proper perfons tc* Attilfe, with 
full powers to conclude a lading peace 1 . Attila, not fatif- 
fied with this anfwer, jmrfued his ravages with greyer 
cruelty than before, reducing feveral cities and ilrong- 
lioids, namely, Retiarium, Singidunum, Naiflus, and Sir- 
mium, formerly the capital of lllyricum “. 

'I he emperor was to fuch a degree terrified at the pro- 
grefs the two brothers made ip Mcefia, •Thi-ace, and Iliyri- 
tum, that, not thinking himfelf fafe at Conftantinople,.he 
withdrew into Alia, and gontftiued there till the return of 
the troopshe had fent againd Genfetic, king of the Van- 
dalfc'W -’ horn ^he was forced to grant an advantageous 
peace". As to<he iffue of this war, we are left in the dark. 
All we call learn is, that a peace was concluded between 
Attila and Theodofius; but upon what terms', we are by 
no author informed. • 

During this peace, Attila, unable any longer to bear a 
partner in, the kingdom, caufed his brother Bleda to be 
aflaffinated ; and, upon his death, obliged the whole na¬ 
tion of the Hurins to acknowlege him for their fovereign. 
He was obeyed by feveral other nations : Jornandes places 
amort* the red the Goths, meaning, doubtlefs, thofe who 
chofe to remain in their ancient feftlements, the Gepidse, 
the Suevians, the Alans, the Heruli, the Sarmatians, the 
Semandrians, the Squiri, the Sattagares, the Rugians, and 
the Acatzirians °. He was foie mader of all Scythia and 
Germany. Prifcus obferves, that no prince ever fubdued 
fuch numerous countries in fo fhort a time. His authority 
was acknowleged by all the dates and princes from the 
Rhine to the mod northern boundaries of the Perfian em¬ 
pire, which be had once fome thoughts of invading, and 
might, according to Prifcus, have eafily reduced, and, 
with that addition of ftrength, made himfelf mader of the 
whole Roman empire p . The Romans declined giving him 
the title of king, and only dyled him general of their armies, 
difguifing the annual tribute they paid him with the fpe- 
cious name of falary ; fo great was their\anity, when their 
tpwer was at the lowed ebb ! They treated in the fame 
manner the kings of the Goths and Burgundians, who, as 
they were lefs powerful, thought tbemfelves honoured with 
the title of general} but Attila rejected it with contempt, 
faying, that the emperors had Haves for their generals j 

1 Prifc. p. 54. in Theopb. p. 88. Marcell. Chron. n Profp. 
Chron. Tbeoph. p. 87. Marcell. Chron, Cbion. Alex. p. 730. 
• Jorn. p. 683—688. P Prifc. p. 64. 
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whereas his generals were upon a level with the emperfcr* 
themfelpves. ^yhen be entered Gaul is 451, he was amend¬ 
ed by a throng of kings and princes, who Rood trembling 
before him, without daring to utter a word j but always 
ready, at the lead fign, to execute his commands with the 
utmoft attention ana fubmiflion. They referred all tbeir 
differences to Attila, looked upon his decifions as oiacles, 
and in every thing fubmitted to him as to the king of kings. 
Among thefe kings, were twq, to whom Attila paid a parti¬ 
cular regard, Valamir or Balamir, king of the Oftrogoths, 
Who had remained among the Hunns, a man of a frank 
and open temper, and an enemy to all art and dissimulation; 
and Arderic, king of the Gepidse, a prince of great pwt-Jtra- 
tion, inviolably attached to Attila ?. 4 m 

Hie per- As to the perfon of Attila, Jornandes has Jef» us the fol- 
fonal qua- lowing portrait of him : he was black, low in ftature, had a 
litits. broad hreaft, a large head, a fiat nofe, and fmall eyes. He 
had a paffion for war; but depended more upon his coun- 
fel than his fword, employing not only force and menaces, 
but frequently «craft, and fometimes low artifices, and 
even faiihood, to obtain his end. He was conftantiy form¬ 
ing new projeiSls, and vail deiigns, afpiring at nothing lefs 
than the monarchy of the univerfe. He was fo elate*- with 
his great power and fuccefs, as not to hearken to leafon. 
Hit pride, however clear and evident'. The pride and haughtinefs of 
his mind appeared in all his^flions and motions, in his gait, 
haughty e y es> an d looks ; infbmuch that no one could behold him, 
amage. w j t i l00t concluding that he was fent into the world to dif- 
turb its repofe. His prefence, joined to the reputation he 
had acquired, ftruck all who beheld him with fuch awe and 
terror, that very few ventured to approach him, or fpeak 
to him: however, we are told, that an ambaffador fent to 
him by Valentinian III. appeared quite unconcerned before 
a man who made the world tremble. As the ambaffador 
had juft ice on his fide, he was not intimidated by his wild 
and menacing looks ; but, in fpite of the rage to which he 
abandoned himfelf, anfwered all his complaints without be¬ 
traying the leaft fear, leaving him at bis departure calm, 
.and capable of reafon^ though he had found him quite ou|- 
The ftp- rtgeous and untradlable l . In his time was found a fword', ! 
pefedfiotrd thought to be the fword of Mars, and on that account held 
»f Mare- j n g rea t veneration by the ancient kings of Scythia. It had 
Mnime, k® en loft for feme ages, and was faid to have been found in 
the following manner: a cowherd, obferving one of his 

q Jorn. cap. jg, p. <47. r Prifc. p. 64. » Caffiodor. lib. i. 
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wounded in the foot, followed the bloody traces to the 
plaei^where flie had received the wound. There he difco- 
vered the edge of a fwotd appearing above ground, which 
the cow had trod upon. *Tne fword he immediately dug 
up, and carried it to the king, who, knowing it to be the 
famous fword of the god of war, received it with inexpref- 
fible joy, as an omen that he was to extend his conquefts 
to the molt diflant limits of the world. Prifcus, from whom 
Jornarides copied this account, fays, that nothing gained 
Attila fo miich refpeCl and veneration, among the fuperfti- 
tious vulgar, as the difcovery fcf this fword in his time 
The fame author adds, that he was fo blinded with pride 
and^n-bition, a| to forget he was a man, and to fuffer di* 
vine honours t» oe paid to him. 

He was,»however, pofiefled of fome good qualities', fof, His gout 
to thofe who referred their controverfies to him, he admi- luahtitw 
niftered juftice according to the ftri&eft rules of «equity. 
tie treated his fubjeCis With great mildnefs, fullering them 
quietly to enjoy their eftates, and levying only fUch fumS 
as they could eafily pay. In his dominions no poor were 
feen opprefied with tributes and taxes He was ever ready 
to forgive thofe who fubmitted to him, and was never knowrt 
to have abandoned thofe whom he had once taken under 
his protection w . He was fo far from placing his grandeur Ah mmy 
in pomp and parade, which ferve only to dazzle the eyes to fomf 
of thd fenfelefs multitude, that,.on the contrary, he affe&ed aod/kmo. 
an air of fimplicity, and contempt for pageantry, and all 
kind of outward magnificence. His drefs was neat, but 
plain. He could not be reconciled to any gold, precious 
Hones, or the leaft ornament on his fword, orthe trappings 
of his horfe, though in great requeft among the princes who 
attended him, and thofs of his court. Prifcus, who ac* 
fcompanied Maximinus, fent by the emperor Theodofius, in 
449, to the court of Attila, with the character of ambaf- 
fador, tells us, that they found him fitting in his tent on a 
Wooden chair. The fame writer followed him feveral day* 
journey beyond the Danube, till he reached one of his moll 
magnificent palaces, which was built entirely of wood, and 
Hood in a large village, and in a country where no wood of 
0<mes were to be found. Attila, fooh after his arrival, invited 
Maximinus and Prifcus to a grand entertainment, at which 
the guefts were all ferved in ulver and gold; but before the 
king was fet a difh of plain meat, of which he eat but tery 
fparingly, and on a trencher. He drank very little, and out 

r Prifc. p. 5t. fo. 7j. 11 Salvian. Maffil. de Gubern. lib. v. 
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of a woodencup, *while the gueds were regaled with gy^at 
variety of liquors in cups of gold, eriViched with precious 
ftones. During the banquet, fomcthing happened, which 
mtfde all the company laugh; but Attila, as Prifcus ob- 
ferved, maintained his ufual gravity amidft their mirth, 
without the lead fmile, or change of countenance. 

Hu vi'ivts. He had, according to the cuflom of his nation, many 
wives, by whom he had almoft an innumerable iflue. His 
favourite wife ivasVlrccha or Recha, who refided in his 
capital, and by whom he ha$i his eldett foil Ellac, with two 
Others. Prifcus, who carried hec fome preients, found her 
fitting on a bed, while her female attendants Tat working 
His chil . on the ground *. Among his children art mentioned'El- 

* r,n ’ lac, his eldeft fojt; Dengizic, who perilhetf in the war he 
waged againlt the Romans; and Hernac, or flernas. the 
youngeft of them all A Attila had an extraordinary efteerti 
and afle&ion for Ellac, whom he didinguif ied above all his 
brothers, made him in his life-time king of the Acatzirians, 
and appointed him his fuccdVor after his death; but be 
did not long furvivc bis father, being killed in a battle foon 
after bis acceflion to the crown. Next to Ellac, Hernas 
was the father’s favourite, the foothfayers having foretold, 
that he was to outlive all his brothers, and fupport the fplcn- 
dor amj, glory of his family. The f rd part of this fuppofed 
pred'uSlon proved true: as to the other, Hernas w^s fo 
far from maintaining the‘glory of his family, that, de¬ 
clining to engage in the war which his brother Dengizic 
undertook againd the empire, he contented himfelf with 
fomC lands given him by the emperor Marcian in Little 
Scythia. 

But to refume our hidory r Attila being, by the death of 
El’s brother Bleda, become foie mader of fo many nations, 
all ready to follow his banners, and execute his commands, 
tU ieffijei looked upon the Roman emperors with fuch contempt, that 
andinju.lt! he is faid to have fent, out of mere wantonnefs, two Goths, 
fhe Roman jyjth the character of ambafladors, one to Theodofius, and 
•mftrori. , ot j ier t0 Valejttinian, with this haughty and infulting 
jheflage : “ Attila, mj mader and your’s, commands you to 
get ready a palace for h;s reception What anfwer th<y: 
returned we are not informed: however, we do not find" 
ihat Attilh broke the peace he had concluded with Theodo¬ 
fius, till the year 447. It is true, he often threatened him 
with liodilities, but only with a view to obtain ftom him 
money, corn, provifions, and whatever elfehe-ftood in need 

* PriFc. p. 63. 62, 3 Jorn, cap, jo. p, 6SS, * Chron. 
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ofVthe Romans, who trembled at the veny name of Attila, 
corflyyin^, like fo nyny flaves, with all his Remands, that 
be .might have no pretence for attacking them. The am- 
baffadors he fent to Conftantinople returned always loaded 
with prefects; for which reafon, when he thought any of 
his fubjecls worthy of an extraordinary reward, he ttfed to 
fend them, under fome fpecious pretence, with the charac¬ 
ter of ambaffadors to Theodofius a . Attila continued thus 
fubje£ling the majefty of the etppire, and jnfulting the weak- 
nefs of Theodofius, till the year 447. when*, no longer Sa¬ 
tisfied with the annual pejifios paid him by the emperor, 
and the ticl^prefents yearly fent him, he declared waragainft 
theempire, and over-ranfeveral provinces; hoftilities which 
obliged Theodofius to conclude a peace with him on terms 
highly opprobrious to the Roman name. • 

Soon after the conclufion of the peace, Attila fent one 
r.dc;:on to Conflantinople, with the charafler of ambafl'a- 
dor, attended by his chief fecretary Oreftes (B). As Ede- 
con feemed to be greatly pleafed' with the fplendor and 
magnificence of the court, and defirous to continue among 
the Romans, the eunuch Chryfaphus, the emperor’s chief 
chamberlain, thinking him capable of committing, without 
remote, the blackeft crimes, propofed tg him the afiaifi- 
nation of his prince ; which he undertook, tempted by the 
promifes of the eunuch. To this wicked attempt the em¬ 
peror not only confented, but, ip order to its being |hc more 

* Prifc. p. 36, 37. 


(B) Oreftes was by birth a 
Roman, that is, he was born a 
fubjedl of the empire. As he 
lived in Pannonia, probably his 
native country, when that pro¬ 
vince was yielded to the Hunns 
in 430, he lifted himfelf among 
the troops of Attila, who, dif- 
covering him to be a man of 
parts, made him his fecretary. 
His father, named Tatula, had 
Jfxewife fome conliderable em¬ 
ployment at the court of Attila. 
Oreftes married the daughter of 
count Romulus, fent by Valen¬ 
ti nian III. oa at; embafly to At¬ 
tila in 44Q, and had by her a 
fou called Romulus Auguftulus. 


Oreftes, leaving the Hunns, 
ferved in the Roman armies 
with great reputation, and was 
railed to the rank of a patri¬ 
cian, and appointed by the em¬ 
peror Nepos general of the 
troops in Gaul; when, turning 
his arms againft the prince who 
had entrufted him with them, 
he drove him from the throne, 
and caiifed his fon Auguftulus, 
in whom ended the Weftem 
Empire, to be proclaimed em¬ 
peror in his room. Oreftes was 
at length taken prifoner in Pa¬ 
via, and brought to Odoacer, 
who ordered him to be put to 
death at Placentia (1). 


(1) Evagr. lib. viL" cap. 1. p. 333. Procop. p. 30*. 
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effectually executed, difpatched a fqlemn embafly to at- 
tilt, ftri&ly enjoining thofe who attended the ambafly'ora, 
efpecially their interpreter Vigilius, a bold and cnterp/if- 
jng man, to be aflifting to Edecoji. Maximinus, who, in 
4*2, had perfuaded the Perfians fo conclude a peace with 
the Romans, was at the head of this embaffy •, but as be 
■was a man of an unblemifhed character, the emperor did 
not think fit to truft him with the fecret. 

Tilt flat it Tjie ambalfadors no fooner arrived at the court of Attiia, 

4 ‘fwvirtd. fhan Edecon, cither apprehenfive of the dangers attending 
fuch a defperate enterprize, qr deceiving the whole time 
the traitors with more refined 'treachery, difeovered the 
whole to his prince; who immediately caufed Vigilius to 
’ be feiaed, and fent back his fecretary Oreftes to Conifan- 
tinople, with the purfe in which the money had been 
brought, that was to have been paid to Edecon after the 
affaffinytion,- charging hjm to afle Theodofius and Chryfa- 
phus, whether they were acquainted with it; to reproach 
the emperor in the fevereft terms with fuch a horrid piece 
of treachery ; and tp infift upon his inftantly delivering up 
to himCbtyfapnqs, the author and prpje£Vor of the plot b ; 
but the emperor, unwilling to facrifice the eunuch his 
chief favourite, inftead of complying with Attila’s demand, 
difpatched the patrician Anatolius and Nomus to the king of 
the Hunns, charging them to do all that lay in their power 
to appeafe him. Anatolius, at that time comes domef* 
ticorum,* that is, captain of the guards, had negociated a 
peace with Attiia the year before : as for Nomus, he was 
one of Chryfaphus’s particular friends, and generous to fuch 
a degree, that no one doubted that, with his rich prefents, 
AttHa he would foften Attiia. It happened accordingly; for At- 
‘aWwra- ***** not onl y Promifed to live in peace and amity wifh Theo- 
tors.' ^°^ US > but relinquilhed his claim to the countries on the 

Roman fide the Danube, pardoned Chryfaphus, fet Vigilius 

at liberty, liberated many Roman captives without ranfom, 
and difmijlfcd the ambalfadors loaded with prefents 
In the following year 450, Theodqfius II. died, and was 
fucceeded by Martian ; an event which Attiia no foener un- 
derftood than he difpatched ambalfadors to the new em¬ 
peror, demanding the penfion paid him by the deceafeX; 
prince. Marcian, not thinking himfelf bound by the lhame-' 
ful treaty, which his prpdeceffor had concluded with the 
Barbarians, difmiffed the ambalfadors with this anfwer, 
that Theodofius was no more; and, as for himfelf, he 

bad gold for his friends, andfteelfor his enemies. Attiia, 

1 

h ?*? fc r 3 ?re 4 8 ; « Prife. p. 75—7*. 
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Invoiced at this anfwer, began to affiynble his troops, 
intuder to invade tjie empire. Hereupon Marcian, who 
hadrbund the affairs of the empire ina tribft deplorable 
condition, in order to gain time, fent a rolemn embaffy to 
Attila, at the head of which was Apollonius, a general of 
no fmali renown * : but the king of the Hunns, underftand- 
ing he had not brought with him the ufual penfion, would 
not give him an audience. He neserthelefs commanded 
him, on pain of death, to convey to him the prefents, which 
the emperor had fent him. * To this meilage Apollonius 
anfwered, that the king neqfted not demand, with ftiCr 
uaces, things which he might have when hepleafed, either 
as prefents, if he was determined to live in amity with -the 
Romans, or a$ fpoils, if, forgetful of the laws of nations, 
he thouglg proper to ufe violence with an ambaffador. 

Attila, chooftng rather to lofe the prefents than declare 
himfelf a friend to the Romans, or offer the lealt violence 
to an ambaffador, ordered him to quit his dominions '. 

However, not thinking it on the one hand advifeable, at 
that jun&tire, to engage in a war with Marcian, and, ot» 
the other, impatient of peace, he refolved to turn his arms Anita re- 
againfl: the Weltern Empire, then governed by Valentinian 10 
III. i weak and peaceable prince. Roua, uncle to Attila, 
had concluded a peace with Valentinian a little before’his Untmian 
death, that is, about the year 433/ as we have already re- HI. 
lated. Attila, who fucceeded him, bad no fooner taken 
poffeflion of the crown, than He was, with repeated letters Yr. of FI. 
and meffages, preffed by Julia Grata Honoria, Valentinian’s A q 99 ', 
own filler, to commence hoftilities, and invade the Weftern ~ 4i ‘ 
Empire Honoria had been honoured with the title of Au- fj t „ 
gufta, to divert her from marrying, there being at that gaud by 
time, no man in the whole empire, whofe rank anfwered Henri*- 
her high ftation ; and it was thought proper that Che fliould 
continue in a ftate of celibacy, though Honoria had no in¬ 
clination to lead a fingle life ; but was compelled to it, and 
clofely watched by ValentiUian’s orders, or rather by 
her mother Placidia’s f . The young princefs therefore, no 
longer able to bear this reftraint, difpatched privately one 
of her eunuchs to Attila, prelling him to enter Italy at the 
liead of a powerful army, and marty her j nay, fhe fent him, 
either at this time or afterwards, a ring, as a pledge of her 
fidelity t. She was then about fixteen or fevent?ejj. At¬ 
tila, who had juft began to reign, not being willing to en¬ 
gage in this enterprize, Honoria fuffered herfelf to be de- Herne m. 

a TheoJoret. ep. 73. p. 94.1. e Prifc. p. 7», 73 - . f J orn> 

Reg. cap. 49. p. 673. Cang. Byzant.Fam. p. 67, 7 j- s Prifc. p.40. 
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bnufched by one sf her own domeftics, named Eugenics. 
El'acidia no fopner perceived her with ahild, than fhe cg/Jted 
hff to be confine^ in a private houfe, and foon after tent 
hegto Theodofius at Confl antinople h . Honoria continued 
fcreffmg Attila to mate war upon her brother; but he, it 
ieeftis, not giving ear to her folicitations, prayers, and en¬ 
treaties, lived in peace with Valentinian till the year 451, 
■Wlien he entered Gaul at the head of a formidable army, 
djsfiaring, that his»defign w^s to make war upon the Vifi- 

t fts; that he‘was determined to live in friendlhip with 
SrRom’anis; and that he t>nly t wanred to traverfe Gaul, 
dlia pafs the Loire at Orleans, in order to fall upon hisene- 
tfiies the Goths in Guyenne and Languedoc^ 1 . Being there¬ 
fore looked upon as a friend by the credulous and unwary 
Romans, feverahcities opened their gates to hifti ; but his 
men behaving, in the cities that had received them, more 
like enemies than friends, the other towns refufed them 


fit tain admittance. Hereupon Attila, dropping the malk, beficged, 
andJejiriyi took by dorm, and plundered, many places in G.aul. The 
Cities that differed moft on this occafion were, Tongres, 
Treves, SthSfbourg, Spires, Worms, Mentz, Andernach, 
and moft of the towns in that neighbourhood *. Attila, 
advancing intqthfc country, and dividing his numerousfhrmy 
into feveral bodies, took, pillaged, and laid in allies, many 
other cities, and among the reft Arras Befan$on, Toul, 
and Langres. The Barbarians attacked the town of Laon ; 
but were repulfed with great daughter m . At Mentz they 
arrived the night preceding the folemnization of Eafter. 
Having forced the gates, and entered the city fword in 
hand, they made a dreadful havock of the inhabitants, maf- 
facred the priefts at the altars, and fet fire to the place, which 
foon reduced all the private and public buildings to alhes, 
fparing only the chapel of Sf. Stephen, if Gregory of Tours 
is to be credited, where fome reliques of that faint were 
lodged ". 

He lays Attila appeared at length before Orleans, which he im- 
fie^noOr- mediately inverted, the inhabitants refuting to admit him 
leans. into t |, e c j t y > In»the mean time Aetius, arriving from 
Italy at Arles, took care to encourage, by frequent meffen- 
gers, the inhabitants and'garrifon of Orleans to make a vi¬ 
gorous defence, affuring them, that, in a Ihort time, he 
would march to their affiftance. He had brought with him 
but a fmall number of troops, not doubting but the Vifi- 


i> Jorn. Rer. Gotb. p, 653. * Profp. Du Cbefne, tom. ii. 

P• $*«• k Bach. p. 51*, i Alcuin. a pud Bollami- p. 

797- m Ruinert, Hift. Vand. Perfecm, p. 408. p Greg 

Tur, Hift. Franc, lib. ii. cap. 6. p. *76. 
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gdths would join the Homans in oppofing the furious at¬ 
tach which threatened both nations alike ; bjlt finding the 
Vifigoths refolved to wait for the enemy in their country, he 
ufed all kinds of argumonts, to perfuade them to change 
that refolution, fending to them for that purpofe Avitus, 
who was raifed to the imperial dignity a few years after. 

The epitomizer of ldntius, fuppofed to have lived in the 
time of Charlemagne, tells us, that, on this occafion, the 
holy bifhop of Orleans, St. Agnail, wts likewife feut by 
Aetius to Thcodoric king of the Vifigoths*. Be that a,s it Aetiuiis 
may, Thcodoric yielded aj length to the reafons alleged by jomeJty 
the deputiei»of Aetius 0 , promifing to join the Romans with 
all iis forces agjpnfl: the common enemy. This change of 
meafures in the king was highly acceptable both to the no- otheSna- 
bility and ‘Sis people, who received the netvs with loud ac- lions. 
cl.nnations of joy, occafioned by the eager defire they had 
to try their ftrength with the Hunns p. In the me*n time 
Aetius afi'embled troops in Gauf, which were reinforced by 
the powerful fuccours brought him by Theodoric, who 
commanded them In perfon, attended by his cldeft and 
fccond fons, Thorifmund and Theodoric. Befides the Vi¬ 
figoths, the following nations are mentioned among the 
troop* that compofed the army of Aetius,* the Franks, un¬ 
der the conduct of their king Merouee, the Sarmatians, 
Burgundians, Saxons, Armoncans, the Lilians, dwelling 
on the banks of the Lis in Flanders *>, the Reverins, or Ri- 
puarians, inhabiting the banks of the Rhine towards Co- 
logne, the Ibrions, by Valefius called Brions and Breons, 
and placed by him in Vindelicia, now Suabia and Bavaria, 
and feveral other nations of Celtic Gaul and Germany, 
whom the Romans had formerly commanded as their fub- 
jefts, but who they were now glad to reckon among their 
auxiliaries and allies r . Thus Aetius afiembled an army not 
much inferior in number to that of Attila. 

While Aietius was thus bufied in afiembling his troops, Aitilaiaht 
Attila purfued the fiege of Orleans with great vigour, bat- Orleans j 
tering the walls night and day with an incredible number of 
warlike engines, till at length he becatne matter of the 
Jjlace. Valefius is of opinion, that the holy bilhop Agnan 
^ordered the gates to be opened, left the city mould be taken 
by afiault, and plundered s . And Gregory of Tours feems 
to infinuate, that it was not taken by ftorm; for he fays, 
that the enemy entered the place, when the walls were 
fliaken with the battering-rams, and ready to fall, no 


* Jorn. Rer. Goth. cap. 16. p. 66 %. p Sid. p, 34.1, 9 Va¬ 
let p. »Si. s Greg, Tor. Hill, Franc, lib. ii. cap. 7. p. 177. 

* Valef, Rer. Franc, iib. vi. p. >60. 
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breach being thetjmade, according to that writer. On the 
Other hand, the word irruptio, ufed |>y Apollinaris ffilo- 
nius, and figfaifying a violent breaking or rujhing iif, im¬ 
ports, that the town was taken o by ftormBe this as it 
miy, the Hunns had fcarcely entered, when Aetius and 
Theodoric, arriving with all their forces, fell unexpe&edly 
noon them, cut great numbers of them in pieces, and 
obliged them to retire with precipitation out of the town. 
Many of them threw themfclvcs into the Loire, and perifhed, 
Attila, being obliged to abanSon Orleans, retired, with his 
arrfiy, towards the Rhineland having pafled Troies he 
halted in the plains of Chalons, {.hoofing that place as mod 
advantageous for his Hunns, who were all cavalry ; being 
well apprifed, that Aetius, whoclofely pursued him, would 
come up with him before he could repafs the R,hine. 

The Roman general, being informed by his fcouts, that 
Attila was waiting for him in thofeextenfive plains, refolved, 
notwithftanding the enemy’s advantageous Ctuation, to ad¬ 
vance, and rifle the iffue of a battle. As he arrived late at 
night in the plains were Attila was encamped, the Gepidae, 
who ferved under Attila, and the Franks, who followed 
Aetius, meeting in the dark, engaged with fuch fury, that, 
on both.fide6, above fifteen thoufand men were left^dead 
upon the fpot We are told, that Attila, defirous of 
knowing beforehand the iffue of the approaching battle, 
confulted his arufpices, who, after having narrowly ex¬ 
amined the entrails of the hearts offered in facrifice, and, 
according to their cuftom, feraped their bones, returned 
the following answer: That the event would not prove 
favourable to him ; but on the enemy’s fide, their chief 
man would fall in the engagement This anfwer greatly 
encouraged Attila, who did not in the leaft doubt, but by 
the chief man was meant Aetius, whofe death he was glad 
to purchafe at anv rate, fince he confidered that great com¬ 
mander as the only perfon in the whole empire capable of 
defeating bis vaft defigns. He therefore refolded to give 
battle} but not to engage till the day was far fpent, that 
night coming on, (night prevent the Romany from purfuing 
the viflory ®. He placed himfelf in the centre, with the 
flower of his army around him, as if his chief care had beest« 
to preferve himfelf, and not to conquer. In the wings ' 
were ported the Oftrogoths, the Gepidae, and the other na¬ 
tions, under his banner. On the other hand, Aetius ported 
the Romans, whom he himfelf commanded, in the left- 
wing (the Vifigoths, under the command of Theodoric, 

« Sid. lib. vin. ep. n. p. 146. a Jorn. cap. 41. p. 67«- 
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his Ton Thorifmund, in the right; and the Alans, with 
thinking Sangiban, and probably the Franks, and other 
auxiliaries, with their refpeclive leaders, in the centre. 

Thus were thofc fpacious,plains covered with infinite num¬ 
bers of combatants, the flower of innumerable nations, 
ready, fays Jornandes, to deftroy each other, without any 
private pique or quarrel, but merely in compliance with the 
ambition of one man, which, in them, fupplied the room 
of the moft mortal hatred, and irreconqjleabie enmity. 

Between the two armies was an eminAice of an ^afy 
afcent, which both parties ftrove to gain; but Aetius and 
ThorifmunjJ, having poffeiled themfelves of it fir ft, repulfed 
with difficulty the Hunns, who attempted to diflodge them. 

This advantage? gained by the Romans in the very begin¬ 
ning of tb« engagement, excited their courage, and greatly 
damped the ardour of the enemy. The battle began about Y r . of FI. 
four in the afternoon, and is, by all writers, reckoned one *799. 
of the mod bloody and obftinate combats mentioned in hif- A. D. 951. 

tory. A fmall brook, that crofted the plain, fwelled, fays T ~7 -* 

Jornandes; to a torrent, by the great quantity of blood that Jef-finfonr 
was flied. Aetius prefled the Hunns on his fide; and 
Thorifmund inceflantly harafied them from the eminence 
be hid feized. The Goths, leaving tlje Alans behind, 
charged the enemy. Theodoric, notwithftanding his great TfooJoru 
?ge, flew from rank to rank, encouraging his men ; but fell- king of tht 
i"g from his horfe, was trampled to death. The Goths, Vifigotk, 
though no longer animated by'the prefence of their king, 
prefled the Hunns fo vigoroufly, that Attila, no longer able 
to withftand them, at length retired, with thofe who fur- 
rounded him, to his camp, which he barricaded with all 
the carts and waggons of his army. It being night before 
the battle ended, Thorifmund, coming down from his 
eminence to rejoin his people, found bimfelf entangled 
among the carts and waggons of the enemy, who fell upon 
him with great fury. Oil this occafion he received a wound 
on the head, and was thrown from his horfe; but other 
Goths flying to his afliftaoce, he was refeued from the 
impending danger, and brought back to bis camp. As for 
Aetius, he continued the engagement, till night coming on, 

P.he enemy withdrew to their camp, when he likewife re¬ 
tired, not daring to purfue them, being ignorant whether 
the Goths were conquerors, or conquered. The next 
morning difeovered a dreadful fight, the plains being al- 
moft covered with the bodies of the flain. But Attila, who fit diclintt 
they expelled would renew the engagement at break of day, «ftctnd 
*ept clofe in his camp, and was refolved, as the Romans 
Were afterwards informed, to burn himfelf alive, if they mmt ' 

bad 
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had forced it, rather than fufFer himfelf to be taken nfi- 
foner. He cjufed a great noife to bf made in his c/ftp, 
and the trumpets every where to found, as if he were upon 
the, point of tallying out, and falling upon the Romans; 
but, however, remained in his intrenchments: hence the 
Romans concluded, that he was conquered, and that his 
Jofs was great. However, not thinking it advifeable to at¬ 
tack him in his camp, as he had but a fmall quantity of 
provifions, they refpived to kjep him clofely blocked up *. 

in the mean'time the Goths, miffing their king, fought 
him on all tides, and at laft found him among the dead. 
His body was carried, in the fight of the Hunne, with the 
greateit folemnity, and all poifible marks of honour, foom 
the field of battle to the camp, where the laftobfequies were 
paid him, in the midft of which his fon Thorif.mind was 
proclaimed king. Such is the account the ancients give us 
of this famous aftion, in which three hundred thoufand 
men were flain, accoiding to Idatius, on both Tides, and 
two hundred and fifty-two thoufand, according to the Am- 
fterdam edition rf Jornandes in 1655, including thofe who 
fell the night before the battle in the lkirmifh between the 
Franks and the Gepidse. Both armies fuffered extremely; 
and the Romans«claimed the vidiory for no other lVafon 
than becaufe Attila remained in his camp the next day, and 
withdrew afterwards to' his own country, without daring to 
venture a fecond engagement f. 

Thorifmund, greatly affedied by the death of his father, 
refolved to revenge it on the Hunns, and, at the head of his 
Aeiim per- Goths, attacked them in their camp; but having firft con- 
Aetius, whofe known wifdom, and long experience, 
nund'to gave great weight to his counfels, that general advifed him 
return to return home without delay, and take pofl'effion of his fa- 
heme with thei’s dominions, left his brothers, feizing on the deceafed 
ku Got lu ; king’s treafures, fhould raife difturbances in'his abfence, 
and give rife to a civil war. This advice Aetius gave with a 
political view, fearing, that, if the Hunns were utterly ex¬ 
tirpated, the Goths, no longer awed by fo formidable a 
power, might prove as troublefome an enemy to the em¬ 
pire as thofe Barbarians. However, Thorifmund, not fuf- 
pedling in the leaft the zfeal and finceritv of Aetius, readily” 
embraced his advice, and returned to "his own country *. 
and tike- Thorifmund had no fooner retired than Aetius, by the 
wtfe Me- fame artifice, perfuaded Merouee, king of the Franks, 
Au Awub w bofe brother afpired to the crown, to withdraw his tioops, 

* Jorn.cap. 41. p. 670. 67*. y Profp. Chron. Buch. Belg. 

p. 515. 1 Jem. Rer. Goth. cap. 41. p. 671. Du Chefne, tom. 1. 
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ant\ return home. Thus he obtained thfi fpoils that were 
left in the field of baftle. 

When Attila was firft told, that the Vifigoths were re¬ 
tired, he imagined it wai/only a feint, in-order to furpsife 
him, and therefore kept for fome time clofe in his camp ; 
but being aftewards convinced of the truth, he refumed his 
courage, fays Jornandes, and began to hope for victory. 

However, he made no attempt, but retired quietly ro the Attiln jGHt 
Rhine, with a fmall numbertof troops,* according to Gre- Caul. 
gory of Tours; and his army mult certainly have been 
greatly weakened, fince he die! not offer to attak Aetius, 
even after tfte departure of the Goths and Franks. Such 
wear the iffue of Attila’s expedition into Gaul, fo much 
dwelt upon by the writers of thofe times. The ravages he 
committed*were, doubtlefs, very great; hut pollerity has 
not a little exaggerated them, charging Attila and his 
Hunns with all the devaftations that were afterwarfls com¬ 
mitted by the Franks, the Alemans, and other barbarous 
nations a . . It was a long time before the towns he had 
ruined were rebuilt or inhabited ; and fo gftat was the con¬ 
firmation of the people, that Lupus, the famous bifhop of 
Troies, returning to his fee, after he had attended Attila to 
the banks of the Rhine, found the city»quite abandoned, 
though Attila, out of regard to him, had fpared it; which 
obliged him to retire tb a .mountain named Latifco, about 
fifteen leagues from Troies ; where he endeavoured to per- 
fuade his fubjetfs, who had taken refuge there, to return 
tb their ancient habitations: but, not being able to remove 
their fears, after he had continued two years among them, 
he left them, and retired to Mafcon b . Aetius purfued At¬ 
tila as far as the Rhine ; but never offered to attack him, 
thinking it, as moft authors conje&ure, impolitic to weaken 
him too much, left he fhould no longer be in a condi¬ 
tion to awe the Franks and Goths, and divert them from 
railing difturbances in the empire. 

Attila, rather enraged than difheartened at the difappoint- y r- 0 f jr|. 
ment he bad met with, and the lofs he had fuftained in s8oo. 
Gaul, refolved to make an irruption info Italy, where he A. D. 451. 
Jioped to find more booty, and leiis o^ipofition, there being ' 
no Goths, Franks, Alans, or Burgundians there to oppofe va 'j* t 
him. In confequence of this refolution, having reinforced jt a ly. 
his army with powerful fupplies fent him from Scythia, he 
left Pannonia, and finding th'e paffes of the Alps un¬ 
guarded, he entered Italy in the beginning of the following 

* Vide Nic. Separ. Res Mogunt. lib. i. cap. 7. p, 17. Suriu»» 
f- 347 - 
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refitte himfelf and his people from tKe yoke they fo fhame- 
fully groaned under. t- ' 

Ettac and HU example was followed by feveral other nations that 
tit army haftened to join him. Ellac, leaving for the prefent his 
aitGttid brothers, marched againft him at the head of all his forces. 

.M;** ' A battle enfued on the banks of the Netad in Pannonia, in 

which the Hunns were utterly routed, and thirty thoufand 
of them killed on the fpot, with their king Ellac, who is 
faid on that occauwn to havte performed wonders, and to 
haare behaved like a true fon of the great Attila h . The 
Hunns were fo diflicartenetf by ,this defeat, and the general 
revolt of the nations they had conquered, that, feeing prefled 
by the Gepidte, they retired to the country'which they,had 
taken from the Goths in 376, towards the Euxine fea, and 
the mouths of* the Danube; and the Gepidfc remained 
matters of all ancient Dacia, lying north of that river, 
which ^he Hunns had poflefied ever fmee their firft irrup¬ 
tion into Europe. The Gepidse folicited the frier.dfhip of 
the Romans, and requetted a fmall annual penfion to fup- 
port them •, which was readily granted, and continued to 
be paid even in the time of the emperor Juftinian. Seve¬ 
ral other nations, thus delivered from the yoke of the 
Hunns, begged and obtained leave of Marcian, or bvs fuc- 
cefi'or Leo, to fettle in the Roman territories. Among thefc 
mention is made of the Squiri, Satagaira:, and Alans, who, 
under the conduft of Candnx, their king, or leader, fettled 
in Letter Scythia and Lower Mcefia. To the Rugians, Sar- 
matians, and Cemandrians, lands were granted in Illyri- 
cum, near a place called the Cattle of Mars. To the Ottro- 
goths Marcian granted all Pannonia, from Sirmium, now 
SirmHh in Sclavonia, to Vindobona, at prefent Vienna in 
Auftria. Even Ernac, Attila’s youngeft fon, and with him 
feveral Hunns, fubmitted to the Romans, who granted them 
lands on the moft diflant borders of Letter Scythia, in Da¬ 
cia, and amongft the Sarmatians in Illyricum ‘. The other 
fons of Attila, uniting their forces, attempted to drive the 
Goths out of Pannonia, and recover that province; but 
Valemir, king oPthe Goths, meeting the enemy with only 
a handful of men, put them to flight, and purfued with 
<thty art fuch ardour, that a grea't carnage enfued, and few of them. 
autrly efcaped. About eight years after, while the Goths were 
round by engaged in a war with the Satagz, Dinzio, one of Attila’s 
ttiOot tj p onSi having aflembled a body of forces, entered the terri¬ 
tories of the Goths, and laid fiege to Bafiana, thought to 

* Jorn. cap. jj. p. 68<>, 687s 1 Ibid. p. 68g. 
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be the prefent city of Pofega, the metropolis of a country 
bearing the fame name, and lying between the Save and 
the Draw k . This irruption the Goths no fdoner learned, 
than leaving the Satagie, they marched againft: the Hunns, 
and drove them out with fuch daughter, that they ntfver 
after attempted to moled their borders. 

The Hunns, thus weakened by inteftine wars, and the 
great lodes they had futlaiticd in the two irruptions jult 
mentioned, continued quiet tili the year 466, when, palling 
the Danube in the depth of Vinter on theaice, they made 
an incurfion into Dacia, untie; the command of one Hor- 
midac, and committed dreadful ravages in that province: and by the 
but Anthcmiftt who was afterwards emperor, marching Romans. 
agifimt them with another general, gained feveral advan¬ 
tages ovejj them, and at lad defeated tlytm in a pitched 
battle, during which the other genera! went over to the ene¬ 
my j but his men not following him, Anthemius, without 
betraying the lead fear or fuipiize, continued the engage¬ 
ment, and cventu illy gained a complete viclory. However, 
he fullered the Hunns to retire unmolelled^ upon their put¬ 
ting to death the general who had joined them *. The Hunns 
were no fooncr returned to their own country, than the 
childjen of Attila fent deputies to Leo, then emperor of 
the Ealt, to propofe a peace, and beg he would appoint a 
market to be held on the Danube, to’which the Hunns might 
freely refort, and trade with the Romans. To this propo- 
fal Leo would by no means confent; which refufal Den- 
gizic, one of the foils of Attila, refented to fuch a degree, 
that he was difpofed to continue the war: but his brother 
Hernac, who had been allowed by the emperor Marcian to 
fettle in Lefler Scythia, and was then engaged in other wars, 
declared he would by no means be concerned in this enter- 
prize m . 

Dengizic, however, perfifting in his firft refolution, drew Yr. of FI. 
together a confiderable army, and encamped on the banks *814. 
of the Danube. Arnagaflus, who at that time guarded the A ' n, + 6< ’’ 
banks of that river on the fide of Thrace, fent immediately 
an officer to the Hunns, to enquire upo» what provocation ‘ 

they had taken up arms. Dengizic.gnfwered, that he had 
•entered the field with a defign to make war upon Leo, un- 
lefs he granted him and his men lands and money. To 
this demand Arnagaflus replied, by the emperor’s orders, 

1 that Leo would readily grant both to fuch as were willing 
to pay him fubmiffion, and ferve him in his wars: but 

* Baud. p. 106. 1 Sid. p. no. & car. ii. p. 196—>98. 

01 Prifc. p. 44. Jorn. p. 68!. 
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Dengizic, not fsftisfied with this anfwer, began hoftilitles. 
and cotitinr.t-,ci the war, cf which wa learn no particulars, 
till he was killed by Arnagaftus, ftyled, on that occafion, 
general of Thrace. His head was lent to Conftantinoplc, 
and carried through the chief {tracts of Ac city on the 
point of a fpear. 

The Hunns, difpirited by the Ioffes they had fuilained in 
this war, and the death of their leaders, continued quiet for 
near fixty years, without molfftingeither the Homans or their 
neighbours; for we find no mention made of them from 
this time to the year 526,‘the f firit of the emperor Julli- 
nian’s reign, when two of their kings, Styra*>and Clones, 
infligated by Cahades, king of Perfia, thc^: at warwitj) the 
Romans, penetrated the empire at the head of two power¬ 
ful armies; bift Boarex, the widow of Balach/ king of the 
Sabirite Hunns,.a woman of a warlike genius and manly 
temper, efpouiing the caufc of the. Roman: againft the i'er- 
fians, led to the affiftar.ee of tiic empeior an army of one 
hundred thoufand men ; and meeting the two kings, gate 
them battle, p«t molt of their men to the (word, took Sty— 
rax himfelf prifoner, and font him in tbains to Conftan- 
tinople 

•The fame yen* Gordas, king of the Hunns, with were 
fettled near the Bofgorus Cmimerius, came in perfon to 
Conftantittople, to court the friendlhip of Jultinian, and 
concluded an alliance witft. that prince. During his (lav at 
Conilantinople, he defired to be inilrucbed in the myfterics 
of the Chriltian religion ; and, with great folcmnity, re¬ 
ceived the facrament of baptifm in the prefence of the em¬ 
peror, who was hisfponfor. Upon his departure Juftinian 
loaded him with rich prefents, committing to him the de¬ 
fence of the borders of the empire on that fide, particularly 
of the city of Bofporus. Gordas, returning home, ordered 
the idols to be broken, and their templesdemolilhed, through¬ 
out his dominions; Heps which enraged the fupcrftitioti.'- 
populace to fuch a degree, that, revolting againII their 
prince, they fei/ed him, put him to death, and railed his bro¬ 
ther, named Mugaris, to the throne. Mugaris wasno fooner 
proclaimed king than lie marched, with all his forces, 
againft: the city of Bolporns, and having furprifed it, pivt 
all the Romans he found there to the fword. The empc-| 
ror, being acquainted with what had happened, and greacl/; 
grieved for the death of his friend and ally, difpatched onSq 
John, who had been eonful, at ,the head of a numerous 
army of Scythians, to recover the place, and take ven- 

» Theoph. p, 149. Auclor. Mifcel. lib, xvi, p,46j. 
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geance of the rebels 5 but at his approach they abandoned 
the city, and fled wyb precipitation °. 

In the thirteenth of the emperor JufliniaVs reign, the Yr. of FI. 
Ilunns, paflingthe Danube in great multitudes, laid watte 2SS7. 
Thrace, Greece, tllyricum, and all the provinces from the A J> - 539- 

Ionian fea to the very fuburbs of Conltnntinople ; and hav- 'T~-• 

ing crofll’d the flellefpont, they extended their ravages to I 
Alia, where they committed unheard-of cruelties, and re- tkt tmttiy*. 
turned home loaded with an immcnle Jiooty, In this ir¬ 
ruption they took thirty-two calllesin IlJyritum, delinked 
Cafllmdtia, and carried with them,. a hundred and twenty 
thoufand captives Being thus become again formidable So™ lands 
to the empiTfcy Juflinian, in order to keep them quiet, allowed 
allowed them fome lands in Thrace, and agreed to pay them ll:fm i!t 
an annual^penfion, upon their promifing* to ferve, when ^" art ‘ 
wanted, in the Roman armies. Thefe were the Cutuigu- 
rian Hunns. As for the Uturgurians, who had joined 
them in this irruption, they retired, with their booty, to 
their own country bordering on the Euxinc lea ; but find¬ 
ing that too narrow for them, they drove tint the Goths, by 
Procopius called Dctraxitte, who had fettled in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of the Paius Ma-otis, and poflefied tiiemfelves of 
thciracountry. As they were at a great..diitancc from.the 
empire they turned their arms again ft their neighbours the 
Sarmatians, endeavouring to enlarge their bounds on that 
(ide, without giving any farther moleftation to the Romans. 

Rut the Cuturgurians, notwitliftanding the penfion paid 
them annually by the emperor, made feveral inroads into 
the neighbouring provinces. The emperor wrote to the "Juilinian 
Uturgurians, complaining to them of their countrymen, "‘Males 
and offering to pay them the penfion which he allowed the \ e u,ur ~ 
Cuturgurians, provided they put a flop to the ravages of the 
latter, and engaged to make war upon them whenever they Cuturgu- 
broke into the empire. The Uturgurians, encouraged with r ">n 
this offer, paffing the Tanais, beyond which many of them 
dwelt, haftened, by long marches, into the Roman terri¬ 
tories, and failing unexpectedly upon the Cuturgurians, 
while bufied in plundering the provinces lying on the Da¬ 
nube, defeated them with great Haunter, obliged them to 
quit their booty, and drove them etftirelyout of the empire 1. 

Neverthelefs, in a few years after this event, the Cutur- Yr. of FI. 
gurian Hunns, taking advantage of the froft, palled the » 9 ° 6 - 
Danube, and, after having laid wafte great part of Myfia A 
and Thrace, divided their numerous forces into two bodies, ' 

0 Theoph. p. *69. Mifcell. ibid, p.407. P Procop. Bell. Pcrf. 
ca P- 4 - 9 Procop. Bell. Goth, lib. iv. cap 4. Joan. Antioch, 

apud Aleman, p. s*. Agath. lib. v. p. 155, 
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oneof them taking their route towards Greece, andthe other 
marching for the Thracian Cherfonefifs. The latter,under 
the condudt of one of their chiefs, named Zamerga, having 
palled the long wall, came, withpnt meeting with the leaft 
oppofition, within a hundred and fifty furlongs of Conflan- 
tincrple, and laid wafte the whole adjacent country ; but 
Belifarius, though weakened with old age to fuch a degree 
that he was fcarce able to hold a (hield, marching out with 
a handful of men,, fell upon them unawares, put them to 
flight, and delivered both the emperor and city from the 
dangers that threatened them ; hut that brave commander 
being difgraced upon his return lo Coriftaminople, the Bar¬ 
barians, who were haftenrng back to tWr own country, 
no fooner heard that he was no more to be employed ngninlh 
them, than they returned before the royal city, 1 ommitting 
dreadful ravages in all the countries through which they 
puffed.. In this emergency Germanus, a youth of great 
expectation, putting himfelf at the head of the imperial 
troops, fell upon them by furprize, put great numbers to 
the fword, and obliged the re It tofave themfclves by a pre¬ 
cipitate flight. The victory would have proved complete, 
had not young Germanus, by expofing his perfon more 
than a prudent general would have done, received e. dan¬ 
gerous wound, which prevented him from purfuing the 
fugitives. Soon after' that party, which had taken their 
ioute towards Greece, findjng the (freights of Thcrmopyla: 
guarded by the natives, returned to Thrace, “and there 
joined Zamerga, who being thus reinforced, threatened to 
renew his ravages, and put to death all the prifoners he had 
taken, nnlefs a fufficient fum was fent for their ranfom. 
j uilintan, not caring to provoke the Barbarians, and at the 
fame time pitying the condition of the unhappy captives, 
fent a confiderable fum to Zamerga, who no fooner received 
it than Ire fet the prifoners at liberty, and returned beyond 
■the Danube. 

In the mean time the emperor privately difpatched am- 
baffadors to Sandiiicbus, king of the Uturgurian Hunns, to 
whom he paid ati annual penfion, acquainting him with 
the late incurfions o&the Cuturgurians, to whom, he faid, 
be had paid the fum that was due to him, but was refolvetl 
not to do fe for the future, unlefs he (hewed himfelf, by a 1 
fpeedy revenge, worthy of bis friendfhip. Upon this mef -/![ 
fage Sandilichus broke into their territories, at the head of a!v 
powerful army, and falling upon Zamerga as he was return¬ 
ing from Thrace, cut great numbers of his men in pieces, 
and obliged them to quit the rich booty with which his 
army was loaded. This attack gave rife to a bloody war 

between 
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between the two nations, which laded nAny years, accord¬ 
ing to Agathiusfrom whom we have borrowed this ac¬ 
count, and ended at laft in'the ruin of both ; “for, being 
greatly weakened by the if civil wars, they became a pjey, 
fays that writer, to other nations, infomuch, that they loll 
their very name, and were blended with the nations they 
ferved ; but the utter deftrutSlion of that people, continues 
our hiftorian, happened afterwards,” as fhall be related by 
us, according to the order of, time. With thefe words he 
clofes the fifth book of his hiftory, the la if of thofe %hat 
have reached us ; fo thaf, ftfr a farther account of the 
affairs of tie Hunns, we mult have recourfe to more 
mo Jem writers!^ Among thefe, Venantius Fortunatus tells Yr. of FI. 
us, that in 560 a great body of Hunns, probably driven 2908. 
out of thtJir own country by the neighBouring nations, A ' D ' 5 60 - 
toolc their route through Germany, with a delign to pafs 
the Rhine, as Attila had formerly done, and fettle in 
Gaul. In that country then reigned the four fons of Clo- 
tharius, namely Cherebert at Paris, Chilperic at Soiffons, 

Guntram at Orleans, and Sigebert at Mentz. The latter 
was no fooner informed of the motions of the Hunns than, 
palling the Rhine at the head of a powerful army, be re- 
folvecf to meet them in Thuringia, which then belonged to 
him, and there give them battle. , Accordingly the two ’They art 
armies met, and engaged on the banks of the Elbe with fkeatedby 
incredible fury. The victory was long doubtful; but in of tAt 
flic end Sigebert, who was a warlike prince, gained 3 com- Franks. 
plete viddory over the Barbarians, many thoufands of whom 
he killed, and obliged the reft to return through bye-ways 
into Pannonia 3 . 

No farther mention is made of the Hunns by any credi- the Hunns 
ble hiftorian, till the reign of Charles the Great, in whole 
time they were mailers of Dacia, now Tranfylvania and 
Walachia; of Upper Moefia, nowServia; and of the two and both 
Pannonias, namely, the Upper, containing the prefent pro- Fan nomas. 
vinces of Carniola, Carinthia, and the greater part of Auf- 
tria; and the Lower, comprifing Bofnia, Sclavonia, and 
that part of Hungary which lies beyond tfte Danube. In the 
year 77 6, while Charles was in Saxony, two princes of the 
Hunns, Cagarius and Jugunus, lent ambaffadors to him, de- 
firing his friendfhip and alliance. Charles received them 
|with extraordinary marks of honour, and readily complied 
with their requeft. However they entered, not long after, 
into an alliance with Taffilo, duke of Bavaria, who, re¬ 
volting from Charles, raifed great diiturbances.in Germany. 

r Agath. lib. v.p. 1 $ j. * Venantius Fortunat. lib. vii. 
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This injury Charles wifely diflembled, till he had utterly re¬ 
duced Bavaria, when a mifundet(landing arifing between 
him and them, about the borders of their refpective terri¬ 
tories, he refoived to lay hold of fhat opportunity to be re¬ 
venged on them for their fending fuccours in a clandcftine 
manner to Taflilo. Accordingly he ordered levies to be 
made throughout his dominions, and having aflembled a 
numerous army, he divided it into two bodies, one of which 
he committed to tfie care of* count Theodoric, and Magni- 
fritl his chamberlain, with orders to penetrate into Dacia, 
Yr of FI ^ e > "^h l * ie ot-ber, entered Pannonia by the way of 

‘ Bavaria. The two armies laid wafle the tc-.uories of the 
A. i). 794.. Hunns far and near, burnt their villages, ■'and took federal 

- — of their ftrong ; holds, to which they had lied, not being 

They are able to keep the field again!! fo powerful an enemy. Thus 
JueeJfo™' be continued ravaging the country with fire and fwoid, for 
Charles £ be *P ace of eight years, till that warlike nation was en- 
the Great, tirely fubdued, and almoft entirely extirpated. In one of 
thefe expeditions, Henry, duke of Forum Julii, -now Friuli, 
took the royal palace of the Hunns, called Hiring, in which 
he found an immenfe booty, great part of which was, bv 
Charles’s orders, fent to Rome, as a prefent to St. Pe¬ 
ter*. The entir? reduction of the Hunns happened, ac¬ 
cording to the bell chronologers, in the year of the Chrif- 
tian seta, 704. 

Some authors afiert, thaV by this long war, the whole 
race of the ancient Hunns was cut off; and that the coun¬ 
try was afterwards peopled by the neighbouring nations, to 
whom the prefent Hungarians owe their origin. 

SECT. II. 

The Aneient State and H'tfiory of the Goths, till the Vifi- 
gotks fettled in Spain, and the OJirogoths in Italy. 

Semina- T H ^ G , ottls d?ime originally, according to Jornandes ”, 
TOi t he from Scandinavia, a country juftlyftyled by him Offi* 

tcuntn of cina Gentium, and Vagina Nationum, on account of the 
theGotht. incredible multitudes of people who, ifTuing from thence 
in fwarms, over-ran, and flocked with inhabitants, otherj 
countries, as well diftant as in their vicinity. Scandinavia,' 
comprifing the prefent Sweden, Norway, Lapland, and 
Pinmark, was, by the ancients, thought to have been an 

* Aimoniui, lib. iv. cap. 86. » Jorn. Her. Get. p. 83. 
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iflancl w , but is now well known to be a paiinfula. It is bv 
Pliny called ,Scandinavia, or, as Voflius, and after him 
Gronovius, denominates it, Scandinavia; it is named bv 
Xenophon Latnpfacenus, lj.iltia ; by Timvcus, Hafilea ; and 
hv Pytheas, fo me times Hafilea, and at others Abalus. 

The writers of the middle ages flyle it Scanza, Scanzia, 

Scautia, and Scandia ; which names, as well as that of 
Scandinavia, ionic derive from the Get man or Gothic 
word fcunxen, fignifyirtg co/Hcg-, for link lit ft inhabitants, 
they fay, turned the high and ilccp rocks, \Nth which tjie 
country abounds, into caltlcs ;»and hence came the word 
Srandinavia^ fh at is, a country filled with ctijl/a x . Others 
wi 11.1 save the i^jjmes Scandinavia, Scanzia, &c. to be de¬ 
rived from the word Jeckantcn, importing the fia-coaf or 
/•lore Y. A% for the Greek word bait in , it ftgnifies a break - 
}vg in of the fea. What wc call the Baltic was known to 
Tacitus by the name of the Suevian Sea; and to iVUda and 
Pliny by that of the Codan Gulf. The bay into which the 
Viftula, now the Weffel, empties itfelf, is called by Ptolemy 
the Veuedic bay, doubtlefs from the neighbouring Venedi, 
the ancient inhabitants of Livonia, Lithuania, and part of 
Poland. In former times the Viftula was the boundary 
on thfc eaft between Germany and Sarmttfia. 

In Scandinavia Tacitus places two different nations, the Patient 
Suiones, and the Sittoncs, of whom the former inhabited 
the prefeni Sweden, and the letter Norway; for they were ‘fff 
fepavated by mount Sevo, now Scagen; which mountain* and Pto~ 
or rather ridge of mountains, leparates Norway from Itmj. 
Sweden. The Suiones were divided, according to Pto¬ 
lemy, into the following tribes, the Chedini, Phavoni, 

Phirscfi, Dauciones, Ililleviones, Scritofinin or Scritobani, 
mentioned alfo by Procopius x , and the Gut®. But thefe 
were either Gothic nations, or had fettled in the country 
after the Goths were mailers of it, it being certain, that, 
long before Tacitus’s time, Scandinavia was inhabited by 
the Goths, though not yet known to the Romans by that 
name. Indeed, the learned Grotius, and after him She- 
ringham, and mod of the northern writers, maintain with 
arguments which have not yet be*n confuted, that the 
Cambrians, Getes, and Goths, tf'ere one and the fame na¬ 
tion ; that Scandinavia was full peopled by them ; and that 
from thence they detached colonies into the iflands in the 
Baltic, the Cherfonefus, and the adjacent places, yet defti- 
tute of inhabitants. The iflands were called by them with 

w Plin.lib. iv. cap. 13. * Grot, in Praefat. ad Script, Goth. p. 

»3, & feq. y Praetor, in Orbe Goth. lib. i. cap. 4. p. 34. 'Pro¬ 
cop. Rer. Goth. lib. xi. cap, 15. 
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one common nariie Wetallaheedh, fignifying, in the Go¬ 
thic language, land Jut rounded on all */ides with water ; but 
the Romans, after they became acquainted with the Goths 
unjjer the name of Cambrians, called them the Cimbrian 
iflands; which appellation they gave likewife to the Cher- 
fonefus, now Jutland ■*. The time when the Goths firft 
fettled in Scandinavia, and the period at which they firft 
peopled with their colonies the illands, the Cherionefus, 
and the neighbouring places,.are equally unccttain. Their 
firft fettlement is faid to have been conduced by King 
Eric, contemporary with Safuch, grandfather of Abraham. 
The Danes ingenuoufly confcfs, that their cojji?.ry was firft 
peopled by the Goths of Scandinavia; tha/ to them they 
owe their origin; and that Dan, the fon of liumelus, king 
of the Goths, fr6m whom their country was cahed Dania, 
and they Dani, was the founder of their kingdom b . The 
peopling of the iflands in the Baltic fea, of the Cherfonefus, 
and the adjacent places on the continent, is called, by the 
northern writers, the firft migration of the Gotha or Getes. 

The fecond migration is related by Jornandes, and fup- 
pofed to have happened feveral ages after, when the above- 
mentioned countries being overstocked with people, Berig, 
at that time king of the Goths, failed with a fleet in'queft 
of new fettlements ; and, landing in the country of the XJ1- 
merugians, now Pomerania, drove out the ancient inhabit¬ 
ants, and divided their lands^tmong his followers. He fell 
next upon the Vandals, whofe country bordered on that 
of the Ulmerugians, overcame them, but inftead of forcing 
them from their ancient feats, he only obliged' them to 
fhare their pofleflions with the new colonifts'. 

The Goths who had fettled in Pomerania, and the adja¬ 
cent parts of Germany, being greatly increafed, the country 
could no longer maintain them ; accordingly, they migrated 
in great numbers, under Filimer, furnamed the Great, their 
fifth prince after their leaving Scandinavia; and, taking 
their route eaftward, entered Scythia, advanced to the Cim¬ 
merian Bofporus, and, driving out the Cimmerians, fettled 
in the neighbourhood of the Maeotic lake. Thence, in pro- 
cefs of time, they fentTnumerous colonies into Thrace, Da- , 
cia, and Media, and laflly, into the countries bordering on 
the Euxine fea, forcing every-where the ancient inhabitants 
to abandon their native feats. Such id the account given by 
Jornandes and Ablavius, a celebrated writer among the 
Goths, who flourifhed long before him. In the neighbour- 

« Vide Grot. Proleg. in Hill. Goth. & Sheringh. de Ang. Gent. 
Orig. cap. 7. p. 143. i> Vide Sheringb. ibid. p. 145, 146. 

* jorn. Rer. Get. lib. iv. 
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hood of the Mseotic lake, they had Filirnh- for their king, a 
warlike prince; in'Sh race, Media, and Dacja, Xamolxis, 
a threat phiiofopher; and in the countries on the Euxine 
lea, princes of the illuftrious families of the Balthi andjthe 
Amnli, the Vifigoths being fubjedt to the former, and the 
Offrogoths to the latter. In ali thefe countries they were 
one and the fame people, though fubjecl to different princes, 
and known by different names. Thus, in Cimmeria, Sar- 
matia, Scythia, they were called Cimmerians, Sarmntians, 

Scythians ; in Thrace, Dacia, Media, Thracians, Dacians, 
and Mcefians ; and in the .neighbourhood of the lifer and 
the l’ontus,-*ij(trians and Politics. 

As for the appellations of Weflrogoths, fofteticd by the OJiro^oiht 
Latins into that of Vifigoths and Offrogoths, they were an.! Ftfi. 
dillinguiflitd by thefe names before they left Scandinavia, & 0,As - 
being called Wcftrogoths and Offrogoths, or Wcflern and 
Eaitern Goths, from their fituation to the eaft amt welt, 
the former inhabiting that part of Scandinavia which 
borders on. Denmark, and the latter the more eaftern parts, 
near the Baltic d . What jornandes writes of the various 
migrations and fettlements of the Goths, is entirely agree¬ 
able to what we read in the ancient Greek and Latin authors , 
concerning the diff erent colonies and fettlements of‘the 
Getes e . i hat the Goths and Gete^ were one and the fame TheCotht 
people, is fuppofed by all the writers who flourifhed in or emd Getes 
near the times in which both empires were over-run by °” e anJ tk * 
them. Thefe authors, doubtlefs well acquainted with their t™” a ' 
origin, call them fometimes Goths, fometimes Getes, and 
fometimes Scythians; and feveral authors tell us,in exprefs 
terms, that the Getes and Goths were one and the fame 
nation ; and that they had been long known to the Romans, 
and likewife to the Greeks, by the former name, but not by 
the latter, till their incurfions into the empire. 

The Goths, being in procefs of time greatly increafed in The mi^ra. 
Scythia, refolved to feck new fettlements; and accordingly, ‘^nojtke 
taking their route eaftward, and travelling through feveral ^ Woden. 
countries, they returned at length into Germany. 'I heir 
leader, in this migration, was the celebrated Woden, called 
«nifo Voden, Oden, Othen, Godan, atid Guodan. Of this 
Woden many flrange and wonderful things are related in 
the Sueo-Gothic chronicles. He was king of the Afgar- 
dians, whoA the northern writers allure us are the fame 
people with the Afpurgians, mentioned by Strabo and Pto¬ 
lemy. They were called Afpurgians from the city of AS. 


6 Grot, in Proleg. &rc. 


c Slier ingli. cap. 8, p. ij6, 157. 
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purgia, placed by 1 Strabo near Bofporus Cimmcrius f j and 
in the fame p|ace (food, according to (the northern writers, 
the city of Afgardia : and indeed it is highly probable that 
the/e were two different names for the fame city, the word 
gard, in the Gothic language, being fynoriymous with pur¬ 
ges, in the Greek, namely, a fortrrjs or a]lie. Afpurgia 
was the metropolis of a province which Strabo calls Afia ; 
and Woden, and his followers, are ityled by the ancient 
Gothic writers^ Alas, Afiani,„and Afiotre. The kings of 
Afpurgia were'mafters of all that part of Scythia that lay 
weft of mount Imaus, and vtas b,v the Latins called Scythia 
iutra Imaum, or Scythia within mount Imanj^n this large 
tract of land Ptolemy places three differ/it nations, jhe 
Aufones, the Svebi, and the Iota:; but they are all blended 
by Strabo underwrite common name of AlpurgiaAs. 

Woden king this Afpurgia or Afgardia, Woden was king, who, 
of J/gar- committing the government of the kingdom to his two 
d,a - brothers, Ve and Velir, emigrated with incredible multi¬ 
tudes of his people, in queft of new fettlements,, forefecing 
by his magic, fay fome ancient chronicles, in which art be 
excelled all men, that he and his pofterity fhould reign for 
He reduce} many ages in the northern parts of the world. He firlt en- 
Koxalania, tered Riifland ; and having, with great fuccefs and expedi¬ 
tion, obliged the inhabitants to fubmit, he appointed his 
fon Bo to reign over them, Riifland, called by the Latins 
Roxalania and Ruflia, extended from the mouth of the Vif- 
tula to the Palus Mseotis, the banks of the Tanais, and the 
Riphsenn mountains, and comprifed Pruffia, Livonia, and 
great part of Mufcovy. From Riifland he went by fca into 
S.-xony, the north parts of Germany : ■ lauding in Saxony, he re¬ 
duced that country, and divided it amongft his children, 

. appointing Vegdegg king of Eaft Saxony, Begdegg of Weft- 
phalia, and Sigg of Franconia. Johannes Martinus, Wit- 
tekindus, Cranzius, and all the.Saxon writers, agree, that, 
time out of mind, a tradition bas univerfally obtained a- 
nrong the Saxons, that their anceftors came firft by fea into 
thofe countries. From Saxony, Woden paffed into Reido- 
emdjut- gothland, now Jfitland, which he likewife fubdued, and 
land- gave to bis fon SkioM, from whom defeended the kings of 

Denmark, thence called* Skiolldungar, that is, the pojlerity 
of Skidd. Leaving Jutland, after he bad fettled his fon < 
there, he advanced into Suithiod, now Swedeh, where he' 
fettles in was kindly received by Gylfus or Gylvo, king of the coun- • 
Sweden, try : being allowed to fettle there with his followers, 

1 St/ab. lib, xi. 
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he built the city of Sigtunum, where hh reigned till his 
death, and became f<> famous, that his namg reached all 
countries ; and he was, by the northern nations, ranked 
among the gods, and worshipped with divine honours. £le 
is fuppofed to have brought with him out of Alia the Runic 
characters, and to have taught the northern nations the art 
of poetry, whence he is Ityled the father of the fealdi or 
fcaldri, who were their poets, and dcfeiibed in verfe the 
exploits of the great men of sheir naticti, as the bards re-' 
heat fed thofe of the Gauls and Britons (D). . 

That the Goths, under,the’conduct of Woden, came 
from ScythrNiuto the north parts of Germany, is a received 
ogiyion among vne northern writers, am! confirmed by an 
immemorial tradition, by all the ancient chronicles of thofe 
countries, 11 ml by a great many monumefits and inferip- 
tions in Runic charafters, feme of which are itill to be feen 
in Sweden, Denmark, and the neighbouring iflandst That 
there were fuch migrations, can hardly be quellioned, fince 
we find the fame names common to the inhabitants of Scan- 
ilia and Afiatic Scythia, and likewife the lime language, as 
Grotius, and after him Sheringham, have fhewns. The an- 


S Sheringh. ubi fupra, cap. 198. 


(D) They were called Scaldi 
or Scaldri, according to Locce- 
niur (i), from the found Jtal, 
often heard in their verfes and 
poems. The dialect in which 
they wrote was called Afamal, 
that is, the Aiiatic diaieift, be- 
caufe brought by Woden out of 
Alia. As for the Runic letters, 
the Goths ufed them in all 
their fpells and inchantments, to 
which they were greatly ad¬ 
dicted ; whence, after embra¬ 
cing the Christian religion, from 
a blind and indifereet zeal, 
they deftroyed feveral ancient 
monuments, and burnt a great 
number of books, becaufe writ¬ 
ten with thofe characters. At 
length, in the year 1001, the 
R unic characters were quite laid 
alide in Sweden, and the Roman 


letters taken in their room, the 
Swedes being perluaded to take 
this llep by the pope, and by 
Sigfrid, a Britilh billiop. In 
Spain they were forbidden in 
1136, by Alphonfo king of 
Cailile and Navai re, and con¬ 
demned by the council of To¬ 
ledo in 1:15 (2). They were 
called Runic letters, according 
to fome, from the Gothic word 
ryu or rea, lignilying a furrow ; 
according to others, from rync, 
figni Tying an, efpecially that 
of magic.’ One Fimbul, Fim- 
bultyr,»r Fimbulthular, is fup- 
pofed to have invented, thofe 
characters. Wulphilas, the firlt 
bidiop of the Goths, invented 
oiher characters, which he made 
ulc of in tranflating the Scrip¬ 
ture into the Gothic tongue. 

(2) Wormius Lit. Run. 


(1) Locen. Antiq. Sueogoth. cap. 15. 
cap. *8, 
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cient language of‘the Goths is fpoken at the prefent time by 
the Tartars of Precop ; whence, upon* the whole, we may 
conclude, that the Scandian Goths and the Afiatic Scythi¬ 
ans had one and the fame original. As to Woden, there 
was, doubtlefs, a famous hero of this name, who became 
univerfaliy revered by the northern nations; but we will 
not take upon us to vouch the‘extraordinary things that 
are related of him in the Sueogothic and Sacogothic chro¬ 
nicles. Some writers fuppofe the migration of the Scy- 
thi;;p Goths into the northern parts of Germany, under the 
conduct of Woden, happened about'twenty-four years be¬ 
fore the birth of Cbrift; for at that time, fa^they, Pom- 
pey laid walk Syria, and great part of Afi^; and it is^not 
improbable, that the Scythians, flying from him, went in 
fearch of new fortlements: but Skiold, who wat.-by his fa¬ 
ther Woden appointed king of Reidogothland, or Jutland, 
lived, according to the Danifh chronology, about a thoufand 
years before Pompey; fo that, by this account, Woden 
muft have been more ancient than Homer (E). 

The defcendettts of the Scythians, or Afiatic Goths, who, 
under the conduct of Woden, fettled in the northern parts 
of Germany, were firft known to the Romans by the name 
of Cambrians, derived, according to the opinion which feems 
to us the belt grounded, from the Gothic word kimber, fig- 
nifying valiant. The Cimbrian9 Vere anciently in pof- 
feffion of the iflands. in thg Baltic fea, the Cherfonefus, 
and the neighbouring countries, and by degrees extended 
their conquefts along the German ocean to both the mouths 
of the Rhine. The inland countries in that trail were 
Jikewife inhabited by them ; but in the different countries 
where they dwelt, they were diftinguifhed by different 
names, fome of them being called Saxons, others Suevi- 
ans, fome Angles, Sicambrians, and Jutes; hut by the Ro¬ 
mans, they were all blended under the common name of 


(E) On the other hand, how 
can this be reconciled with the 
genealogies of our Sai.on kings, 
the founders of the heptarchy, 
who all derived their pedigree 
from Woden } Hengift, the firlt 
that came into Britain, did not 
arrive in this ifland till the year 
449 of the Chriftian aera ; and 
neverthelefe he is faid to have 
been the abnepos, or great¬ 
grandchild of Woden, as Cer- 
dic, the founder of the king¬ 


dom of the Wefl-Saxons, the 
tenth by defeent from him. To 
reconcile thefe feeming contra- 
di&ions, fome authors are of 
opinion, and their opinion does " 
not at all feem to us improba¬ 
ble, that feveral perfons,or great 
men, bore the name of Woden, 
and what was done by all, was 
aferibed to one, in the fame 
mannner as it happened among 
the Greeks, with refpedt to 
Hercules. 

Cumbrian Sj 
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'Cumbrians, till the Saxons, placed byi Ptolemy in the 
northern part of Ch^rfonefus, became known to them by 
their conquefts ; and then the name of Cumbrians was quite 
exploded, and that of Svycons ufed by the Latin writers in 
lieu of it, which they gave likewil'e to the nations the Sax¬ 
ons had fubdued, calling Saxony that part of Germany 
which lies between the Rhine and the Elbe. Thus far re- 
fpe£lmg the- migrations of the Goths out of Scandinavia 
into the neighbouring iflandj and coiyinent, thence into 
Germany, from Germany into Alia, and *from Alia ljaek 
again into Germany (F). » 

With regard to the manners of the Goths, they were fa¬ 
mous for then^jiofpitality and kindnefs to ftrangers, even 
beffire they embraced the Cbriftian religion ; indeed, from 
their beingy eminently good, they were calied by the neigh¬ 
bouring nations Goths, that name being, according- to Gro- 
tius, and moll other writers, derived from the German 
■word goten, fignifying good 11 . They encouraged, fays Dio, 
the ftudy of philofophy, above all other barbarous or fo¬ 
reign nations, and often chofe their kings from among their 
philofophers. Polygamy was not only allowed, but coun¬ 
tenanced among them, every one being valued and re- 
l’pedted, according to the number of ljis wives Iky fo 
many wives they had an incredible number of children, of 
whom they kept hut one at home, fending out the reft, 
when come to man’s eftate, in quell of new fettlemcnts k -, 
and hence arofe thofe fwarms of people that over-ran fo 
many countries. With them adultery was a capital crime, 
and invariably punilhed with death. This feverity, and 
likewife polygamy, prevailed among them, when they were 
known to the Greeks and Romans only by the name of 
Getes, as appears from the poet Menander, who was him- 
felf a Gete *, and from Horace ”, who bellows great enco- 

h Grot, in Proleg. ad Procop. 1 Adam. Bremens. in Suegoth. 
k Walfingbam. in Hypodig. Neuftr. 1 Menand. apud. Stiab, 

lib. vii. “ Horat. lib. iii. od. 14. 

(F) Thefe migrations the the greater cold, and barrennefs 
northern writers endeavour to of the/oil. To conlute this 

*fupport againlt Verllegan and opinion, which derives the ori- 
Cluverius, who are of opinion gin of the Goths Irom Gei- 
that Denmark, Norway, and many, the above mentioned 
Sweden, were not inhabited, writers, efpecially Grotius, who 
till Germany fo abounded with furpaffes all the reft, proveScy- 
people, that they were obliged thia to have been peopled be- 
to remove into thofe countries fore any other of the northern 
which they had not chofen to countries had inhabitants, 
fettle in at iirft, on account of 
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thimris on the viitue and chaitity of their women. As for 
their laws, they do not fall much flujrt of thofe of the an- 
cient Roman's, as will appear when we come to fpeak of the 
■Alaric code, and the laws of the Vifigoths in Spain, and the 
Oftrogoths in Italy. 

Their government was monarchical; for, as we have oh- 
fetved from Jornandes, in the neighbourhood of the Palus 
Maeotis, they had Filmier for king ; in Dacia, Media, and 
Thrace, Xamolxcii and, in that part of Scythia, which 
, bordered on rire Ivnxiue fea, princes fprurig from the il- 
the'ir’kiii s ^‘trious families of the Arfiiali and the Baltlii. To thefe 
‘ ^’princes were fubjeel both the*'Vifigoths and Ollrogorhs. 
The former inhabited the country lying Lrffween the Bo- 
ryfthenes and the Tanais, and were afterwards allowed by 
the Roman emperors to fettle in Pannonia, Thrace, and 11- 
lyricum. 'lhe latter dwelt between the Danube and the 
JBoryftte'nes ; and, in the reign of llonorius, afte-r having 
over-run Italy, fettled in Gaul. Upon the death of Hei- 
nianaric, the Vifigoths were driven out of their native 
country by the JIunns, and were admitted, by the emperor 
Valens, into the Roman dominions. Theodolius allowed 
them lands in Thrace; whence, in the reign of llonorius, 
they made inroads into Italy, under the eoiuludl of i,hc ce¬ 
lebrated Aiaric, wjio took and plundered Rome. Alaric 
was fucceeded by Ataulnhus, who founded the kingdom of 
the Vifigoths in Gaul; and Ataulphus by the following 
Kim,s of princes of the family of the Balthi, namely, Sigeric, or Ri- 
Vtfitaths m gene, Wallia, Theodoric, Thorifmund,Theodoric II. Theo- 
Spain" l ^ or ' c RE Euric, Alaric, Gefaleich, Amalaric, Thcudis, 

. Theudifelus, Athanagild, Linva, Leunigiid, Ermenigild, 
Ricared, Linva II. Witteric, Gundemar, Sifebatus, llecca- 
red, Suinthila, Rechimir, hi fen and, Chintila, Tulga, Cliin- 
. daluinthus, Recceluinthus, Wamba, Ernigius, Egica, Wi- 
tiza, and Roderic. Moil of thefe princes were not only 
mailers of Narbonne and Aquitain, but likewife of Spain, 
which they held till they were driven out of both, and their 
nation almoll entirely extirpated, by the Arabs. 

VheOfira- The Vifigoths,tbeing driven out of their own country by 
K a,h> > ui '' the Hunns, the Oftijrgoths continued, after their departure, 
^Hunns* ’ n ^ ie ^ amc fixation, bus fubje£t to the Hunns, who neved’ 
Ba ‘ thelefs allowed them to be governed by their own kings, of 
the houfe of the Amali. Thefe were Winithar, Hunni- 
nrund, Thorifmund, Wandalar, nephew to Hermanaric 
by bis brother, and the three fons of Wandalar, Waiamir, 
Theodomir, and Widemir, who were all fubje£t to Attila ; 
but, upon that prince’s death, they were allowed, by the 

Romans, 
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Romans, to fettle in Pannonia and Meefia. Thcodomir 
•was fucceeded by his fon Theodoric, who, having over¬ 
come Odoacer, made himfelf mailer of Italy* and was ac- 
knowleged king of that country. His fucccll'ors in that 
kingdom were, Athalaric, Theodotus, Vitiges, Ildebald, 
hraric, Totila, and Teia, the Iall kings of the Oftrogoths 
in Italy As to the religion of the Goths, it feems to 
have been the fame with that of the ancient inhabitants of 
Scandinavia and Saxony, whigh we havomentioned already, 
and ihall fpeak more at large in the hiflory Af the Northern 
kingdoms. Apollinaris Sidonius deferibes them (liod with 
high fhoes isj^de of hair, reaching up to their ancles ; their 
knees, thighs, ^nd legs, without any covering ; their gar¬ 
ments of various colours, fcarce reaching to the knee; their 
fieeves onky covering the tops of their aifns ; their green 
cafl'oeks with a red border; their belts hung over their 
fnoulders; their cars covered with twilled locks; their 
arms conlifling of bearded lances, and miffile hatchets °. 

As to the ancient hillory of the Goths, Jomandes, fup- 
pofing them to be one and the fame people, with the .Scythi¬ 
ans, Getes, Sarmatians, and Sauromatte, aferibes to them 
all the exploits that are fakl by the Greek and Latin wri¬ 
ters Bto have been performed by thofe natjons, efpecially by 
the Scythians : but of that warlike nation, and their migra¬ 
tions into Europe, under the names of Cimmeiians, Celtes, 
and Gauls, we have fpoken cljewhcre ; and therefore fliall 
confine ourfelvcs here to the hiflory of the Goths, from the 
time they became generally known by that appellation. 
The firfl Roman writer, that mentions the Gotha, is >Spar- 
tian, who, in the life of Caracalla, tells us, that he over¬ 
came in fome encounters the Getes, who, fays he, were 
the fame people with the Goths p. The fame author writes 
elfewhere, that Maximin, afterwards emperor, upon the 
death of Caracalla, quitted the fervice, and retiring into 
Th race, maintained a friendly correfpondence with the 
Goths. His father, named Micea, or Micca, was by na¬ 
tion a Goth, and his mother Ababa, or Abala, an Alan l) . 
Hence Vorburgus concludes the Goths to have been mailer 
of the countries bordering on Thracrs before Maximin was 
born, that is, before the year 177*. Caracalla was the firlt 
Roman emperor who quarrelled with the Goths ; and the 
advantages he gained over them were, it feems, very in- 
confiderable; for, according to Spardan, he overcame 
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them only in a. few fldrmiflies. The Romans began 
very early to dread the power of that,warlike nation; for, 
even in the'rfeign of Alexander, which began in 222, con- 
fiderable fums were annually fent them from Rome to keep 
them quiet, and prevent them from difturbing the peace of 
the empire. 

The Goths, notwithftanding the large fums fent them 
annually by the Roman emperors, hearing of the death of 
the emperor Maxipiin, who ( wasof Gothic extraction, and 
had been allafiinatcd by his own foldiets, rcfolved to re¬ 
venge it; accordingly, entering Mocfia, they totally laid 
wafte that province, and totally'deftroyed thecity of Iftria, 
or Iftropolis, on the molt fouthern mouth the Danube s . 
Balbinus, who, with Maximus, had fucceeded Maximihus, 
refolved to march qgainlt them; but was, itg, the mean 
time, murdered, with his colleague, by the mutinous fol- 
diery : ,fo that the Goths, loaded with booty, retired beyond 
the Danube unmolclted. Not long after, they made them- 
felves mailers of Thrace ; but weic driven from thence be¬ 
yond the Danube by the emperor Gordian '. 1 He dying, 
and Philip, who fucceeded him, refufing to pay them their 
annual penfion, they palled the Danube, and, entering 
Thrace, committed dreadful ravages in that proviiytc, as 
well as in Mocfia. Philip difpatched agair.ll them the fena- 
tor Decius, who was" afterwards emperor; but he, not 
thinking it advifcnble to engage them, returned to Rome, 
after having difehatged, with difgrace, the troops that had 
fuffered them to pals the Danube. Thefe went over in a 
body to the enemy, commanded at that time by their king 
Oftrogotha, the grandfon of Amalus, who received them 
kindly ; and, being thus reinforced, laid liege to-Marciano- 
polis, the capital of Mocfia: but not being able to reduce 
it, he abandoned the undertaking, in confideration of a large 
fum fent him by the inhabitants, who were glad thus to 
compound with him, and avoid the calamities attending 
long lieges. Ollrogotha was fcarce returned to his own 
country, when Faftida, king of the Gepidae, elated with the 
fuecefs that had attended his armsagainft the Butgundians, 
■whom he had almell deftroyed, fent him the following 
haughty meflage; that? the Gcpidte being ftr.eightenet? 
for want of room, he mull either allow them lands, or pre¬ 
pare for war. Ollrogotha anfwered, that he fhould be 
forty to engage in a war widt the Gepida: his kinfmen; but 
■was determined to part with no lands. Both nations took 


« Capitol, in Vit. Maximin. p. 171, Baudr.p. 39a. 
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tfe'e field, and a bloody battle enfued, in which the Gepi- 
dx were defeated #ith great daughter; but Oftrogotha, 
contenting himfelf with the vi&ory, fuffered the Gepidse 
to retire, and remain in their own country unmolefted % 
Oftrogotha was fucceeded by Cniva, who, forcing into 
Moefia, was defeated, with the lofs of thirty thoufand men, 
by Decius, the eldcft Ion of the emperor of that name, 
whom at length he overcame, and, having put his whole 
army to the 1'word, obliged tlfe young pringe to fave him¬ 
felf by flight into the neighbouring provinces. Having tTow 
no enemy to oppofc, he»maSe himfelf mafter of Phi- 
lippolis on tftejlebrus, put the inhabitants, to the number 
of ene hundreS thoufand w , to death, ravaged Thrace, 
and laid wafte great part of Macedon. Iij confequence of 
thefe ravages, the emperor Decius, fetting out from Rome, 
haftened into Pannonia 3 where, putting himfelf at the head 
of his army, he overcame the Goths in feveral engagements, 
and drove them out of the Roman dominions * : but they 
returned with a numerous army, headed by their king Cni- 
va ; which obliged Decius to take the fiefd a fecond time, 
when at firft good fortune attended him ; for he reduced 
them^to fuch ftraits, that they offered to fet at liberty all 
the prifoners they had taken, and relirftjuifh their booty, 
provided he would fuffer them to-retire unmolefted: but 
the emperor, who had fent Trebonianus Gallus, with a 
ftrong detachment, to cut olT their retreat, thinking he 
had it now in his power to rid the empire of fo troublefome 
an enemy, inftead of hearkening to their propofals, marched 
with all his forces againft them. The Goths, knowing 
their all was at flake, received him with great intrepidity, 
and, fighting like men in defpair, gained a complete vic¬ 
tory. In the battle fell firft Decius, the emperor’s eldeft 
fon, and then the emperor himfelf; upon whofe death the 
Goths made a dreadful havock of the difpirited army r. 
Decius being killed, Gallus was by the foldiery proclaimed 
emperor in his room; but he, inftead of revenging the 
death of the late emperor, and the defeaf of the army, con¬ 
cluded a peace with the Goths, fuffering them to retire un- 
•molefted with all their booty, and tfie prifoners they had 
taken at Philippopolis, and elfewhere. He even engaged 
to pay them annually a confiderable fum, provided they con¬ 
tinued quiet in their own country*. Three years after this 
pacification they entered the Roman territories in a hoftile 

* J°rn. Rer. Goth. p. 433—436 . * Ammian. lib. xxxi. p. 
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manner, probably becaufe their pen (ion was not psnefj 
but JEmilianas, who commanded ibe troops ia. Pan- 
nonia, attacked, and put them to flight, driving them en¬ 
tirely out of theempire, though his foldiers, at firft, be¬ 
trayed great nrrwillingntfs to engage fb formidable an ene¬ 
my- In *56, the Goths, with- the Carpi,the Barani, and the 
Burgundians, made a new inroad into the empire, laying waltc 
all Illyricum: but the following year Aurelran, afterwards 
emperor, being fent to fuccetd Ujpius Crinitus in the com- 
maiid of the troops in Thrace and Illyricum, drove them 
out of thofe provinces, took r. great number prifoners, 
and purfuing them beyond the Danube, wafte their 
country, and returned to Thrace loaded wifn booty a . u 
%tieGotKs After this clyck they continued quiet till the year 262, 

kn -wajte th e ninth of the emperor Gallienus, when, entering uuex- 
’Vyf‘ ce ,f n ^ pe£tedlv into Thrace, they made themfelves mailers of 
' that province, and from thence over-ran all Macedon, and 
laid fiege to Theflalonica ; but being unable to reduce it, 
they attempted to enter Achaia, when Macrianus, who had 
affirmed the titlS of Auguilus, arriving in Greece on his 
march into Italy, fell upon them by furprize, and obliged 
them to fave themfelves by flight into their own country \ 
They ret- At‘ the fame tide, another party of the Goths, having 
•rage A/a, cro fied the Hel!efponr>under the conduct of one Rafpa, 
tier tie*' committed dreadful ravages in Afia, plundered feveral ci- 
Umple of tics, and even the famous ‘temple of Diana at Ephefus e . 
thanaat On their return, they laid irt allies the poor remains of an- 
tphejus. e ient Troy •? and, having re pa fled the Hellefpont, made an 
attempt upon Aquialum in Thrace j but having fruitlefsly 
remained fume days before that place, they abandoned the 
enterprize, and, after having ravaged Thrace, returned 
home, carrying with them an immenfie booty. In the 
courfc of the following year, they made a new irruption in¬ 
to Afia; but were foon driven out by the Roman troops 
They mate quartered in that country. Two years after they became 
’Inaff’rs'of Dacia beyond the Danube, extending from 

’liaciabe- *h* r I ‘ Ter t0 t ^ lc Qjttpadan mountain*, which had been re- 
ymd ike duced by Trajan to a Roman province, and joined to Mce- 
fianubt. fia by a bridge, the*moft magnificent and wonderful of all> 
that emperor’s works <i . 

Yr. of FI. Encouraged by this fuceefs, the following year, having 
A^0**266 ^nilt an • ncrc ^^ ) ^ e number of veflels, they embarked in the 
. Euxine Sea, and, landing at Heracte* in Pontus, over-ran 

They ever- Afia Minor, Lydia, and Bithynia, made themfelves mailers 
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of Nicomedia, plundered the Greek cities'in thofc countries, 
and Jaid wafte the provinces of Phrygia and Troas. In Bi- 
thynia they met with fome oppofition ; as we are told, that 
a battle was fought there*; and, from the events that Suc¬ 
ceeded, it appears, that the Goths gained the viftory : for, 
on the one Lund, the Romans, diflatisfied with the conduct 
of Gallienus, were for fetting up another emperor; and, 
on the other, the Goths, purfuing their ravages, advanced 
as far as Galatia and Cappadocia, lafin& wafte imjjfcri- 
minately the countries through which they pafled. • 

In the mean time the.brata Odenatus, lamenting the 
miferable cewiition to which Aha was reduced by the Goths, 
battened tothe'relief of that province : but the Goths, un- but mire 
willing to engage fo renowned a commander, re-embarked the ? f } 
at Heracl^, and by the Euxine fea returned home, with an Qj^neiu 
immenfe booty, and an incredible number of captives e . 

Many of them, however, were drowned, in confequence 
ot having been attacked on their return by the Roman fleet. 

Next year, they again embarked, and landing at the mouth 
of the Danube, laid wade great part of IWoefia; but were 
defeated by the troops and generals who guarded Byzan¬ 
tium. However, they advanced as far as Illyricum; Shey re- 
but Seing there informed, that the Hefuli had received a v'Jevf 
dreadful repulfe in Greece, they began to retire, when 
Marcian and Claudius, whom Gallienus had fent againft T 
them, purfuing them clofe,*put great numbers to the 
fword f . Claudius was for cutting off their retreat, as 
might have been eafily done, and putting them all to death ; 
but Marcian thought it more advifeable to fuffer them to 
retire. 

To be revenged on Claudius, they no fooner heard that 
he was raifed to the empire than, ftimulating all the nor¬ 
thern nations againft him, they afiembled on the banks of 
the Tyras, now the Niefter, and there built, fays Zofimus, 
two thoufand veflels. Having employed the whole year 268, Yr. of FI, 
in making the neceffary preparations, they embarked, to i6 > 7 - 
the number of three hundred and twepty thoufand fight- A ‘ D ~ 
mg men, and landing in Lefler Scythia, laid fiege at in _ 

•the fame time to the city of Tqpii ?n that province, and the 

to Marcianopolis in Mcefia ; but being, in feveral attacks, empire 
repulfed at both places, they re-embarked on the Euxine wi/A a 1 
fea, and entered the ftreights of the Bofphorus, where, * 

by the rapidity of the current, and the great number of " arm j. 
their fhips running foul of each other, they fuflered a 
great lofs both of men and veflels. Moreover, they met 

' Galiien. Vit. p. iSd. Syncell. p. 3S1. f Gallieo. Vit. p* i8». 
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with a vigorous oppofition from the inhabitants of Byzan¬ 
tium *. Making therefore whathaft^they could out of the 
{freights, they attacked the city of Cyzicus on the Propon¬ 
tis.; but not being able to reduce it, they abandoned the 
enterprize. Then entering the Aigaean fca, they refitted 
their Blattered vcffels at Mount Athos in Macedon, and af¬ 
terwards laid fiegc to Cafi'andria and Theflalonica, two ci¬ 
ties in the fame province : but when they were upon the 
poi^t of making ‘themfelvefc matters of both, news was 
br6ught them, that Claudius approached at the head of a 
powerful army h . That prince# upon the firft intelligence 
of their irruption into the empire, had diijmtched his bro¬ 
ther Quintillus againft them ; but, under him, commined 
the chief command of the army to Aurelian, afterwards 
emperor, whom he had on that occafion appointed general 
of all the troops in Thrace, Illyricum, ami the other fron¬ 
tier provinces ; but when he was informed of the number 
of the enemy’s forces, he refoived to head the army in 
perfon. 

He could notj however, fetout fo foon as he intended, it 
being difficult, as the empire had been entirely cxhauiled 
by his predeceffor Gallicnus, to make the neceflary prepa¬ 
rations for an expedition of fuch importance. The Goths, 
therefore, abandoning*the liege of '1 hefialonica, upon the 
firft report of his approach, advanced into the country oh 
the banks of the river A»ius, plundered Pelagonia, and 
committed great ravages in the neighbourhood of Doberus 
in Pseonia, where they were vigoroully attacked by the Dal¬ 
matian horfe, who fignalized thernfclves on this occafion, 
and killed near three tboufand of the enemy. The reft 
took their route to Upper Moefia, and were met by Clau¬ 
dius in the neighbourhood of Naiffus, whom they imme¬ 
diately engaged '. The vi£tory continued long doubtful, 
and the Romans at firft gave ground ; but returning through 
certain narrow pafles to the charge, they fell unexpectedly 
upon the Goths, who, after a long and obitinate refiftance, 
‘Theirarny were in the end jut to flight, and entirely routed. Such 
it utterly c f th em as had the good luck to make their efcape, returned 
C/audius towar ^ s Macedon. doverjng their rear with their waggons ;> 
but they found no fence againft the famine that raged 
amongft them, and daily carried off great numbers of men 
and horfes. The Roman cavalry, attacking them in front, 
cut off many thoufands, and, by guarding the pafles of Ma¬ 
cedon, obliged them to entrench themfelves on Mount 

t Claud. Vit. p. xoj. Zof. lib. i. p 652. l> Ammian. 
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Hsemus, where they pafl'ed the winter in*the greateft hard- 
fliips imaginable. 

As to their fleet, one part of it, feparating from the reft, 
ravaged Theflaly and Aqjhaia, and took a great many pri- 
foners in the open country, not being able to reduce one 
Angle city; fo fays Zofimus. However, Zonaras tells us, 
that they made thcmfelves mailers of Athens ; and that, 
having piled together in one heap all the books they found 
there, with a defign to fet fije to them* they would have 
deprived the world of that invaluable treaftfre, had not pne 
among them, more difcerning*than the reft, told his com¬ 
panions, that while the (Greeks amufed themfelves with 
thofe books, they ncgltcled the art of w r ar, and were ealily 
overcome k . The fame author adds, that Cleodemus, a 
native of tAthens, having aflcmbled folne tioops and 
veflels, attacked them by fea, put great numbers to the 
fword, and obliged the reft to fave themfelves by flight into 
other countries. From Athens they failed to the illands of 
Crete, Rhodes, and Cyprus ; bur no-where performed any 
exploit wo‘ith mentioning. Having loft great numbers of 
their men by the plague, they returned • therefore to win¬ 
ter in Macedori, where the contagious diftemper completed 
their»ruin *. Thofe who had taken refuge on Mount Hte- 
mus were, before the end of winter, reduced by the plague 
and famine fo a very frnall number; fo that Claudius might 
have faved himfelf the trouble of attacking them. 

However, that prince, bent upon their utter deftrutflion, 
marched agaiuft them early in the fpring, and, having 
furrounded them on all fidcs, put feveral thoufands to 
the fword in different lkirmiflies. Ncverthelefs the in¬ 
fantry having one day attacked them without the cavalry, 
which was employed elfewhere, the Romans, after having 
behaved fome time with great gallantry, turned their backs, 
and fled. On this occafion, the lofs on the fide of the Ro¬ 
mans was very confiderable, and mull have been much 
greater, had not the cavalry come feafonably to their relief®. 
The Romans, not in the lead dilheartened by this lofs, con¬ 
tinued harafling the Goths without intefmillion, and ftrait- 
ening them daily more and more. As the plague, at the 
fame time, made a dreadful havodk among them, they were 
at length obliged to fubmit, and beg quarter ; which was 
granted them. Rome of them were incorporated among 
the Roman troops; to others lands were given to cultivate ; 
anti a fmall number of them found means to make their cf* 
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cape. As the army was compofed of various n&rthern na¬ 
tions, and followed by a great number pf women, fervants, 
and children,‘ all the provinces of the empire were filled 
with captives, among whom were feveral kings, and wo¬ 
men of diftin£Hon. The emperor ordered fome of their 
waggons to be burnt, and gave the reft, with a great num¬ 
ber of Haves, to the public ”. On account of this vi£tory, 
Claudius took the furname of Gothicus, in the fecond year 
of his reign, but ftyrn after di,ed at Sirmium of the plague, 
which had corftributed fo much to his viftory over the 
Goths. 1 

He was fucceeded by his brother Quintiljus; during 
whofe (hort reign the Goths, who had made their efcape 
from Mpunt Hxmus, plundered the city of Anquialutn in 
Thrace, and made an attempt upon Nicopolisi in Lower 
Moefia; but were driven out of that province by the Ro¬ 
man troops. That fame year the Goths, notwithftanding 
the Ioffes they had fuftained, again entered the empire and 
Pannonia, and laid wafte that province; which irruption 
Aurelian, who had been juft raifed to the empire, no fooner 
learned, than he left Rome, and putting himfelf at the head 
of the army, marched againft them. As the enemy did 
notretireat his approach, a battle enfued, which continued 
till night, when the two armies parted, without the leafl 
advantage being gained on either fide. However, the Goths, 
not being willing to renew riie combat, repafled the Da¬ 
nube in the dead of the night, and fent ambaffadors next 
morning to fue for peace 0 ; which was granted them, the 
Alemans being at that time in arms, and ready to invade 
Italy : but this peace was not of long duration ; for, two 
years after, Aurelian, on his march into the Eaft againft 
the celebrated Zenobia, found them ravaging Thrace, and 
drove them out of that province ; he even paffed the Da¬ 
nube, and having engaged Cannabaud, a Gothic prince, 
flew him, and five thoufand of his men. It was, perhaps, 
on this occafion, that the emperor took a chariot drawn by 
four flags, which he afterwards made ufe of in his trium¬ 
phal entry into Rotne; for he is faid to have taken it from 
a Gothic prince. Among the prifoners were ten wo-, 
men, who had fought iA the habit of men, and a great 
many more were found among the dead. The empe¬ 
ror, in a letter to Gallonius Avitus, governor of Thrace, 
mentions fome Gothic women of diftindtion, whom he 
bad fent to Perinthus, to be kept there, and entertained 
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ft* a manner fuitable to their rank p . Among tliefe was a 
woman of the blood»royal, named Hunila, whom the em¬ 
peror gave in marriage to Bonofus, one of his generals, who, 
in the reign of Probus, ufurped the fovereignty, as we have 
related elfewhere. * 

Two years after, the Goths made a fettlement in Dacia, Yr. of FI. 
beyond the Danube, which was abandoned by Aurelian, 
who welt knew that he could not maintain it, without an A ' ***• 
immenfe charge, in the midftqf fo manyjaarbarous nations 1 !. 

They afterwards entered, in Separate and nifmerous bodies, 

Pontus, Cappadocia, Galatia,,and Cilicia, pretending to 
have been invited by Aurelian, who died fomc months be¬ 
fore, to ferve as auxiliaries againlt the Perfians; but Taci¬ 
tus, who had fucceeded that prince, not thinking it advifc- 
able to trirft them, endeavoured, by fair means, and even 
by offering them confiderable funis, to induce them to re¬ 
turn home. His offers were accepted by fome ; bt*t others 
refilling to retire upon any terms, the emperor, and his bro¬ 
ther Florianus, fell upon them, put great numbers to the 
fword, and"drove the tell entirely out of thi; empire'. 

In 278, the fecomi of the reign of Probus, they entered 
Thrace, and advanced as far as Illyricum, laying wafts the 
country with fire and fword; but they nc^fooner beard that 
the emperor was marching againfl them, and had already 
reached Rhsetia, than they withdrew, leaving their booty 
behind them. From Rhsetia thp emperor purfued his march 
into Illyricum, and thence into Thrace, where he was met ^ acf w -^ 
by deputies from the Gothic nations, fuing for peace, and probus.' 
fubmitting to his power. No farther mention is made of 
the Goths till the year 289, the fifth of Dioclefian’s reign, A. D. *89. 

who is foid to have gained a complete vi£tory over the Sar- -* 

matians, or Goths. Eumenes informs us, that the whole ’f'O ar f 
nation of the Sarmatians was cut off, and the province of ^yDiocIt- • 
Dacia, beyond the Danube, which they had feized, reunited 
to the empire®. For this victory Dioclcfian aflumed the 
furname of Sarmaticus, as appears from Several ancient coins 
and inferiptions. 

From the fifth of Dioclefian’s reign to the fifteenth of 
,Conilantine’s, the Goths gave no diftutbance to the empire, 
being engaged in wars with the 1 Neighbouring nations; but They over* 
all we know of thefe wars is, that they not only overcame c ° me ,ke 
the Burgundians, but likewife the Vandals, with their king 
Vifumar, a prince of great renown, defeended from the Af- VoBtluh ; 
dingi, the molt illuflrious family of that nation. The Van- 
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dais were, it feenrs, entirely driven out; for we are told> 
that they begged and obtained Pannpnia of the emperor 
Conftantine The Goths were no fooner difengaged from 
other wars, than they broke into the empire j but were over¬ 
come by Conftantine in feveral battles fought at Campana 
in Pannonia, and atMarga and Bononia, in Upper Media”. 
Zofimus mentions a city befieged by Raufimodes, king of 
the Sarmatians, and relieved by Conftantine; who, having 
defeated the enemy, put them to flight, purfued the fu¬ 
gitives crofs tke Danube, and forced them to a fecond 
patfie, in which great numbfrs were flain, and, among the 
reft, the king bimfelf. Such as iicaped the general (laugh¬ 
ter, fubmitted to Conftantine, who returned from this ex¬ 
pedition with an incredible number of captives. Notwfth- 
ftanding this defeat, the Goths next year made,a frefti in- 
purfion into the empire, while the emperor was bufied in 
conftru&ing a port at Thefialonica; and, over-running 
Thrace and Mcefia, ravaged both provinces, and took a great 
many prifoners w . Conftantine marched againft the Goths 
with incredible expedition, and, falling upon them, gave 
them a total overthrow. He purfued the enemy with great 
daughter into the dominions of Licinius; a circumftance 
1 which that prince highly refenting, a war was kindled be¬ 
tween him and Conftantine, of which we have given the 
particulars elfewhere. ' 

The Goths, thus overcome, fued for peace, which was 
granted them, upon their felting at liberty all the prifoners 
T bey ojjifl they had taken. “Conftantine, it feems, even entered into 
' an alliance with them ; for they affifted him againft Lici- 

tfoiuf *" n ' us with a body of forty thoufand men, who were diftin- 
* r guilhed by the name of feederati, or allies *, Thefe are, 
doubtlefs, the Goths who, as we read in an anonymous 
writer publilhed by Valefius, fought at the battle of Chal- 
cedop, under the condu£k of one of their princes named 
Aljquaea. Notwithftanding the peace and alliance they 
piade with Conftantine, they began, about eight years after, 
'tht’tmlht • to ma ke new inroads into the empire. Zofimus informs 
' r ’us, that the Taifaljs, a Gothic nation, having broken into 
the Roman territories with five hundred horfe, Conftantine, 
who was then in Mcpfiaj fuffered them to lay wafte the 
country tp the very gates of his camp; and, inftead of put¬ 
ting his troops in battle-array to oppofe them, he betook 
himfplf to a precipitate flight, after having loft great part of 
jiis army >. Zofimus is the only author who relates this 
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event, which is altogether incredible. Socrates tells ns, 
that the Goths and iiarmatians over-ran fome provinces; 
but were overcome and driven out by Conftantine *. 

The fame year, a war freaking out between the Gojhs Yr. of FI. 
and Sarmatians, the latter had recourfe to Conftantine, who, **8o. 
glad of the opportunity which offeredto humble that ferocious A ‘ 
nation, fell upon them while they were employed in plun- 7 "! 1 

dering the territories of the Sarmatians, and gained a me- a dreadful 
morable victory over them on ihe twentieth of April. Near overthrow. 
a hundred thoufand of the enemy were either put to ihe 
fword, or perifhed after the buttle with hunger and cold ; 
t defeat which obliged Araric their king to fue for peace, 
and deliver hoftages to the emperor, among whom was his 
own fon a . 

This victory is aferibed by fome to Coilftantine Caifar; 
and the emperor Julian tells us, that one of Conftantine’s 
fons awed the Gotbs with his viftories b : but Eutropius * 
and Eufebius d tell us, in exprefs terms, that the Goths were 
overcome by Conftantine in a great battle; and Eufebius 
writes, that Conftantine, difdaining to pay tribute to the 
Barbarians, as otheT emperors had done, marched againft 
them, while they were engaged in a war with the Sarma- 
tiansjtand, having fubdued the whole natisn, obliged, partly 
by dint of arms, partly by treaties, .the innumerable tribes, 
into which they were divided, to obey his commands. So- 
zomen and Socrates fay, that, the victory he gained over 
them was fo evidently miraculous, that, the Goths acknow- 
leging the power of the God adored by Conftantine, great 
numbers of them embraced the Chriftian religion, which 
had been firft preached among them about the year 270 e . 

Joniandes takes no notice of the vifiory gained over the 
Goths by Conftantine, but only tells us, that they fupplied 
his army with a body of forty thoufand men, which was 
kept always complete f . 

The Goths not only continued quiet, but ferved the Ro- Theyferv* 
mans with great fidelity, during the remaining part of Con- in the Ro- 
ftantine’s reign, and in the reigns of Conftans, Julian, Jo- manarmj. 
vian, and Yalentinian I. s but, in the ftrft of Valens, they 
.made inroads into Thrace, and laid wafte that province h . 

The emperor, who was fcarcely Teated on his throne, in- 
ftead of employing his troops agarnft them, fent a codfi- 
derable fum ; which they no fooner received than they 

* Socrft. lib. i. cap. n. p. 48. * Anonym. Ammian. p. 57 s - 
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forbore all hofliliries, and returned home. The following 
year, §65, while the emperor was in,Bithynia, news was 
brought hkn,‘ that the Goths were ready to break again into 
Thrace. In confequence of this,advice Valens difpatched 
a body of troops to reinforce thofe under the command of 
count Julian, who were polled on the banks of the Da¬ 
nube ; a precaution which prevented their crofting that 
Ttnyajfijl river. In the mean time Procopius having revolted, and 
tie sturper aflumed the title of emperqr, the Goths, efpoufmg his 
truopiHs > caofe, fent a b6dy of three tboufand men to his afliftance ; 

but Procopius being defeated, taken, and put to death, be¬ 
fore their arrival, they continued in the territories of the' 
empire, committing great ravages in Thrace and Mocfia. 
Valens fent a ftrong detachment ngainft them, who having 
cutoff their retreht, theywere obliged tolaydown iheir arms, 
and yield themfelves prifoners Hermanaric was then 
king of the Goths, of thofe at lead who by Ammianus are 
ftyled Greutongi, and by Jornandes Oftrogoths; but that 
body of troops had been fent to the afliftance of Procopius 
by Atbanaric, whom Ammianus calls fometimes'one of the 
mod powerful men among the Goths k , and fometimes the 
judge of the Tbervingian Goths, that is, according to Jor- 
nandes, of the Viiigoths J . He was a man of great courtage, 
and yet his courage, fays Themiftius m , was inferior to his 
.penetration,eloquence, and addrefs. He no fooner received 
intelligence of the captivity <?f his men, than he difpatched 
ambaffadors to Valens, requefting they might be fet at li¬ 
berty, as they had been fent by a friend and ally of the Ro¬ 
mans to the afliftance of a Roman emperor. At the fame 
time the letters were produced which he had received from 
Procopius. On the other hand, Valens fent Viftor, gene¬ 
ral of the horfe, to complain of Athanaric, for aflifting a 
rebel againft his lawful fovereign. The Goths anfwered, 
that they had looked upon Procopius as the kinfman of 
Conftantine; and that it was not their bufinefs to examine 
whether he was or was not a lawful prince: therefore, if 
. they were deceived, the emperor ought to excufe them. 

mkicti But Valens could" not be prevailed upon to fet the captive 

gips rift Goths at liberty, being refolved, as he was then engaged „ 
tt ia war ; n no other wars, upon bumbling that powerful nation. 
■sutstkra- With this view great preparations were made throughout 
’ the empire; which occafioned a great confternation among 
the people, who, as they had a high opinion of the va- 
loujvof the Goths, dreaded the iffue of this war. 'At the 

* Zof. lib. iv. p. k Ammian. lib. xxxi. p. 440. 1 Jorn. 
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fame time, in the difmantling of Chalcedtfn, certain verfes 
were found engraved *>ti a (lone, which doubled their fears 
for they feemed ancient, and foretold a dreadful inundation 
or Barbarians into Thrace ^ The emperor himfelf feems 
to have been under no fmnll apprchenlion of this war ; for 
Theodoret tells us, that before he fet out on fo dangerous 
an expedition, in order to render heaven propitious to his 
undertaking, he received the facramcnt of baptifm r. The 
Goths, on the other hand, funding the emperor bent upon 
war, began to draw together their forces, with a defign to 
anticipate him in the firft attach Valens no fooner under¬ 
lined their defign, than he* ordered his troops to take the 
field, though in the depth of winter, and foon after came 
in perfon to head them. Upon his arrival he fent ftrong 
detachments to guard the banks of the Danube, and en¬ 
camped, with the reft of the army, in the neighbourhood 
of Marcianopolis, the metropolis of Lower Mafia Am- 
mianus r and Zofimus 5 tells us, that early in the fpritig be v f 
left Marcianopolis; and, having puffed the Danube on a *?, * 

bridge of boats, ravaged the enemy’s country far and near, A. D. 367. 

without meeting with the leaft oppofition, the Goths hav- —-- 

ing retired at his approach to the neighbouring mountains. nv,! ? tKter > 
In th# beginning of .the autumn he led jrack his army, to 
the Roman dominions, and paffed the winter at Marciano- llyTit 
polis, whence, as foon as the feafon was fit for action, he waft. 
marched to the banks of thi? Danube, with a defign to croft 
that river, and purfue the ravages he had begun the year 
before ; but the Danube continuing greatly fwelled the 
whole l'ummer, be was obliged to remain encamped in the 
fame place till the latter end of autumn, when he returned 
to Marcianopolis, and there took up his winter quarters. 

In the following year the emperor marched into Lcffcr 
Scythia, and having paffed the Danube at Noviodunum, 
advanced far into the enemy’s country, deftroying ail with 
fire and/word. The Goths, not daring fo keep the field, 
lay concealed in the woods and moraffes, whence they fre¬ 
quently fallied out upon the Romans. Againft them the 
emperor employed not the foldiers, but the fervants of the 
.army, and thofe who attended the baggage, promifing them 
= certain fum for each head they Ihould bring. Animated 
by this encouragement, they refolutely entered' the woods 
and marfhes, and, hunting the Goths like wild beads, put 
great numbers of them to the fword in their very afylums ; 

1 ° that they were ftruck with conflernation, and fent am- 

° Eunap. Excerpt, p. ,8, 19, P Theodor, lib. iv. cap. n. p, 
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ba/Tartars fo fue fbr peace. Such is the account given bj 
Zofimus: but Ammianus writes thato Valens, having at¬ 
tacked and overcome in feveral encounters the Greuthongi, 
a warlike nation of the Goths, .dwelling at a confiderable 
diftance from the Danube, at length defeated Athanaric, 
who, at the head of a numerous army, had ventured to 
give him battle. 

After this vi&ory Valens returned to Marcianopolis, with 
a defign to winter there, jantk renew the war early in the 
fpring; but in'thc mean time the Goths earneftly fuing, by 
repeated embaffies, for peaco, he. was at lail prevailed upon, 
by the fenate of Conftantinoplc, to hearken to their propo- 
falsWhat induced the fenate to become mediators in 
behalf of a nation by them fo much dreaded, and now 
reduced to the htmoft diftrefs, we cannot learrfr Valens, 
after having returned a favourable anfwer to the ambafla- 
dors, approached the Danube, and appointed Victor and 
Arintheus to treat with the Goths. After fome conferences 
a peace was concluded, which redounded greatly to the ho¬ 
nour of the Romans; for, in virtue of this treaty, the Goths 
were not for the future to pafs the Danube, or fet foot on 
the Roman territories, on anyaccount whatfoever, excepting 
that of trade, which was now confined to two cities rti the 
Danube. They were pot to expedt or claim the penfions 
which had been paid them annually by other emperors; 
but Valens confented to continue Athanaric’s pcnfion. 
This peace was ratified and figned by Valens and Atha¬ 
naric, who met for that purpofe in boats in the middle of 
the Danube, the latter abfolutely refufing to pafs that river, 
his father having obliged him, as he pretended, folemnly 
to fwear never to tread on Roman ground 11 . Valens hav¬ 
ing thus concluded a peace with the Goths, ordered the 
forts on the Danube to be repaired, and fome new cattles 
to be built; then leaving fome ftrong garrifons in them, as 
if he diftrufted the Barbarians, he returned to Marciano- 
poiis, and from thence to Conftantinople w . 

Hermanaric, king of the Goths, was defeended from the 
noble family of th£ Amali, and had fignalized himfeif in 
feveral wars, infomueh that he was compared to Alexan-,, 
der the Great. Jornandes names the many northern na¬ 
tions he fubdued 5 but he might as well have fpared him- 
felf that trouble, molt of them being utterly unknown *. 
Among the reft: he mentions the Heruli, dwelling near the 
Pains Maeotis; the Venedi on the German ocean ; and the 

t Themift. Orat, x. p. 133. 0 Ammian. p. 341, 34a. nr Zof. 
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/F.ftii on the borders of the prefcnt Pruflia and Poland. 
Ablavius, as quoted by Jornandes, allures ns, that Her- 
manaric was obeyed by all the nations of Scythia and Ger¬ 
many. However, not thinking himfelf in a condition,to 
withfland the Hunns, who, palling the Palus Mxotis in 
376, over-ran his country, he chofe rather to lay violent 
hands on himfelf, than to behold the calamities that threat¬ 
ened his people He was fuccecded by Vitbimir, who, 
attempting to make head agaitift the Hifnns^ fell in battle. 
His fon Vitheric, driven out by the Hunns, retired, with 
his people, to the prefent Podoiia, lying between the Nie- 
per and the Danube. Athanaric, king or chief of the Ther- 
viugi or Vifigoths, alarmed at this fudden irruption of the 
Hunns, encamped, with all the forces he could colleft, on 
the banks (& the Danaftus or Niefter, in order to difpute 
with the enemy the pafiage of that river, which parted the 
country of the Thervingi from that of the GreutlTongi or 
Oftrogoths ; but the Hunns falling upon him unexpectedly, 
obliged hirp to abandon his country, and take refuge in the 
prefent Moldavia ; where he fortified himfelf with a wall 
from the Pruth to the Danube. 

A general confternation being now fpread among the 
Goths, fuch of them as bad the good feck to efcape the 
dreadful havock which the Hunns made of their nation* 
either fubmitted to them, or fled for refuge to the Roman 
dominions. Two hundred thoufand of them were admitted 
by Valens into Thrace, upon their promising to live peace¬ 
ably there, and to ferve, when wanted, in the Roman ar¬ 
mies ; but beiqg juftly provoked at the cruel treatment they 
met with from the Roman officers, who were to fupply them 
with provifions, they had fcarce entered Thrace when they 
began to mutiny, and plunder the country. This violence 
gave rife to a long and bloody war between them and the Ro¬ 
mans. At length they fubmitted to Theodolius I. and were 
allowed by him to fettle in Thrace and Mcefia; which two 
provinces were almoft quite depopulated by the frequent in- 
curfions of the neighbouringBarbarians,and the late deftruc- 
tive war *. The emperor exempted them from all the tri¬ 
butes and taxes that were paid by {be other fubjefts of the 
empire. Great numbers of them entered into the Roman 
fervice, but formed a feparate body, and were commanded 
by officers of their own nation ; a diftindttion which proved 
the fource of many evils ; but as they were well acquainted 
'"dth the avarice, injuftice, and cruelty of the Roman offi¬ 
cers, they refufed to ] ut themfelves into their power, and 
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Infixed upon their continuing united, in order to fecure 
themfelves againft fuch infults as the^ had reafon to appre¬ 
hend, when 'difperi'ed among the Roman troops. What 
chiefly induced the Goths to layrdown their arms and fub- 
mit to theodolius, was that prince’s generous behaviour to 
Athanaric ; who being, by a fatlion at home, driven out 
of the country, which he had poiiefled, in fpite of the 
Hunns, beyond the Danube, came to Conftantinople, not- 
withlanding tjrc dath he had made never to tread on Ro- 
graund. The emperor went out to meet the prince, received 
him with great marks of frifendftiip, and attended him into 
the city, which he entered on the nth of January 381 
but died on the 25th of the fame month. The emp/ ror 
gave orders for his funeral after the Roman manner, with 
i'uch pomp and folemnity, that the Goths, wtio had at¬ 
tended him in his flight, out of gratitude to the emperor, 
who had thus honoured the memory of their deceafed prince, 
took upon them to guard the banks of the Danube, and pre¬ 
vented the Romans from being attacked on tha,t fide; and 
the Goths, who had for feveral years, maintained a war with 
the Romans in the very heart of the empire, were Co captivated 
with the generality and good-nature of Theodolius, thatthey 
renounced all farther thoughts of war, and fubmitted to the 
haws of the empire. Soon after rhe fubmiflion of the Goths, 
a foldier of that nation having committed fomc diforder at 
Conftantinople, the populace fell upon him, and having mur¬ 
dered him, threw his body into the fea. The emperor fear¬ 
ing the Goths might, upon this provocation, have recourfe 
to arms and renew the war, relented his dtfath to fueh a 
degree, that he deprived the people of the bread which, by 
his orders, was daily diltributed among them. The em¬ 
peror, however, was appealed after a few hours, and the 
order he had given was revoked b . 

Tire Got!)*, who were allowed by Theodolius to fettle 
in Thrace, were, for the moft part, Thervingians or Vifi- 
goths. As for the Greuthongians, or Oftrogoths, they 
continued in their ( ancient feats, but fubjeft to the Hunns, 
who, as we have already mentioned, fufFered them to be 
governed by their own kjngs. However, great numbers of” 
them, not able to brook that fubjedlion, broke into the em¬ 
pire under the command of Odotheus, whom Claudian ho¬ 
nours with the title of king c . Their defign was to fettle, 
as their countrymen the Vifigotbs had done, in fome of the 
Roman provinces *, but Theodofius, fearing the empire 

» Zof. p. 7^9. Ammian. p. 114. Socrat. p. 167. Themift. Orat. xv. 
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jnight be thus over-run by the Barbarians, marched againft 
them in perfon, withliis Ion Arcadius, gave them a total de¬ 
feat, and returned, with an incredible number of captives, to 
Conftantinople, which he«entered in triumph on the i2thof 
October of the year 386 <t . This, according to Zoiimus, is aH 
the part Theodofius had in that victory ; but all other au¬ 
thors are of opinion that the emperor commanded his troops 
in perfon ; and Claudian tells us, that Ire engaged Odo- 
thcus himfelf, who was killed in the baftle c r 1 he greater 
part of this numerous army being either cut in pieces, taken 
prifoners, or dtowned in tie Danube, tire emperor ordered 
Majoranus, who commanded under him, to t;rofs that ri¬ 
ver* and lay waftc the enemy’s country ; which he did ac¬ 
cordingly, without meeting- with the lejtft oppofition f . 
Theodofius ordered all the prifoners to be let at liberty, and 
even made their leaders rich prefents,in order to induce them 
to enter into his fervice, according to Zoiimus ancfcmploy 
them againft Maximus. 

The Goths continued quiet from this time to the firft 
year of Arcadius and Honorius, where the? were inftigated 
by the famous Rufinus to invade the empire. Rufinus go¬ 
verned with an abfolute fway in the Ealt under Arcadius ; 
and Stilicho, with the fame arbitrary f<f-ay, ruled in tire 
Weft under Honorius; but as the latter pretended to have 
been appointed by Theodofius guardian to both his children, 
he was preparing to march into the Eaft, to difpoffefs his 
rival of the authority he had ufurped. Rufinus, therefore, 
to divert this ftorm, refolved to fet all in a flame, and in¬ 
volve the whole empire in the utmoft confufion. With this 
view, he privately ftimulated the Hutins, who advanced as 
far as Antioch, deftroying all with lire and fword. At the 
fame time, he encouraged the celebrated Alaric to put 
himfelf at the head of his countrymen the Vifigoths, and 
break into Greece. Alaric was defcended from the family 
of the Balthi, the molt illuftrious of the Gothic nation, 
after that of the Amali. He palled the Danube in 376, with 
his countrymen driven out of their ov^n country by the 
Hunns, and ferved with great reputation in the war between 
•the Romans and Goths, which lafted from that time to the 
year 382, when they all fubmitted to Theodofius, and were 
allowed to fettle in Thrace, upon condition of their ferving 
*n the Roman armies. According to this agreement, they 
attended Theodofius in his expedition againft the ufurper 
Eugenius ; on which occafion Alaric commanded a body of 
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his countrymen .' As Theodofius had preferred him to no' 
higher,rank,„he was diflatisfied, and fcven threatened to re* 
volt. Rufinus finding him thus difpofed, encouraged him 
by t his emiffaries, and even by privately conveying to him 
confiderable fums, to affemble as many Barbarians as he 
could, and with them lay wafte the Roman provinces, af* 
furing him, that he might penetrate as far as Greece, with¬ 
out the leaft oppofition b . 

Alaric, thus animated, affdmbled a numerous army, con¬ 
fining chiefly of his countrymen, among whom ferved a 
body of Hunns, who that \tfintej had pafled the Danube on 
the ice; and,entering Panngnia,he laid wafte that province, 
and afterwards ravaged Macedon and Theffaly. When 
he drew near the famous ftreights of Thermopylae, Geroti- 
tius, one of Rufinus’s creatures, who guarded rnem, with¬ 
drew, purfuant to the orders he had received from his pa¬ 
tron, and opened a free pafiage for the Barbarians into 
Greece, where they raged with incredible fury, rifling the 
temples, pillaging the cities, and committing fpeh ravages 
and devaluations, as were fevercly felt by the unhappy in¬ 
habitants for many years after, Antioch us, at that time pro- 
conful of Achaia, and anoth'er of Rufinus’s creatures, never 
offering to oppofft them. Thus was the whole country be¬ 
tween Dalmatia, the Adriatic gulf, and the Euxine fea, laid 
wafte, and the city of Conftantiuople itfelf, in a manner, 
befieged, parties of the Barbarians advancing, with great 
boldnefs, to the very gates of that metropolis. Rufinus, at¬ 
tired after the Gothic manner, went out, as be faid, to 
treat with them, and was received by the Barbarians with 
extraordinary marks of efteem ; which confirmed the fufpi- 
cion mod people entertained of his treachery. 

News of thefe ravages were no fooner brought to Stilicho, 
than he refolved to march to the relief of Greece ; in which 
undertaking he embarked the more readily, as he hoped it 
would afford him an opportunity of ruining his rival Rufi¬ 
nus, and getting the whole power of both empires into his 
own hands. Leaving therefore Gaul, where he then was, 
he fet forward with all the Weftern troops, and thofe like- 
wife of the Eaft, that had been left in the Weft after than 
defeat of Eugenius. He'pafled, with incredible expedition, 
the Julian Alps, crofled Dalmatia, and, entering Theffaly, 
was but at a fmall diftance from the enemy’s army, when 
an officer arrived in the camp, with a peremptory order 
from Arcadius to fend him forthwith the Oriental troops. 


S Claud, in Ruf. lib. ii. p. zi, Jornan. Rer. Goth. cap. *9. p.*S r ‘ 
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and return with the reft into the Weft. T^his order Rufinus 
had procured, concluding, that, if the Barbarians were 
overcome and repreffed, the ftorm would fall upon his own 
head. However, .Stilicho* not dating to difobey it, fijnt 
back the troops belonging to the Eaftern empire, under the 
condufil: of one Gainas, by birth a Goth, and his intimate 
friend, and returned with the remainder to Italy, leaving 
the Goths to purfue their ravages without conftraint* (G). 
Thus the Goths continued in' Greece, ind^the other Ro¬ 
man provinces, all the year 395, deftroying all with fire 
and fword, and fending injo t'fleir own country an incre¬ 
dible number of captives, with the whole wealth of the ra¬ 
vaged provinces. 

As Arcadius, to whom thefe provinces belonged, feemed 
entirely to fieglefil them, StiJicho, pitying the condition to 
which they were reduced, fet out again with the Weftern 
troops to relieve them. He embarked on the Adriatic fea, 
and, landing in Peloponneftis, cut off great numbers of the 
Barbarians,in fcveral encounters, and obliged the reft to 
take refuge on a mountain in Arcadia, named Pholoe, at a 
fmall diftance from Pifa. But, after he had inclofed them 
on all fides, and even turned the courfe of a river that fup- 
plied them with water, he fuffered them, by his mifeen- 
du£t, fays Zofimus, to efcape, and .withdraw out of Pelo- 
ponnefus unmolefted, and to ravage Epirus in their retreat 11 . 
He then returned to Italy, psrmitting his foldiers to de- 
ftroy and carry off whatever had efcaped the avarice and 
fury of the Goths. The poet Claudian tells us, that Stili¬ 
cho would have put Alaric and all his men to the fword. 


1 2 of. p. 781. Claud, in Ruf. lib. ii. p. 14. Sof. lib, viii. p. 754. 
k Zof. p. 784, 785. 


(G) St. Jerom, who Wrote at 
that very time, tells us, that 
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Greeks, fClbmitted to the Bar¬ 
barians, Claudian names the 
Athenians among thofe who 
,were carried into captivity; and 
Eunapius aferibes to the ra¬ 
vages committed by Alaric the 
entire fuppreffon of the cere¬ 
monies, religion, and facrifices 
of Ceres and Proferpine, which 
had continued at Athens till that 


time (1). During thefe ravages 
feveral philofophers, over-zeal¬ 
ous for the worlhip of their 
gods, were either pur to the 
fword by the Goths, or died of 
grief in feling their myfteries 
delpifed, their gods trod under 
foot* and their altars erafed. 
Among the former were Prote- 
rus, Hilaries, and pril'cus, a 
celebrated magician, who had 
been one of the emperor Jti- 
liati’:. chief favourites. 
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had mot Arcadius taken them under his prote&ion, and or¬ 
dered Stilicbo to withdraw his troops out of Greece, a pro¬ 
vince belonging to the Eaftern empire 1 . Arcadius had, 
dgubtlefs, been induced to conclude a peace with the Bar¬ 
barians by the eunuch Eutropius, who had fuccecded Ru- 
iinus, not only in his power and employments, but in his 
cruelty, avarice, and other deteitable qualities. He was no 
lefs jealous of Slilicho’s great power than his predtceflbr 
had been ; and therefore, to rob him of the glory of deli¬ 
vering the empire, and triumphing over the Barbarians, he 
perfuaded the emperor to Conclude a peace with them, and 
order Stilicho, to whom he mult otherwile have been 
highly indebted, to leave the Barbarians, and return .jvith 
Alaric fife his forces into the Weft. Alaric was appointed, by virtue 
•/erred by of this treaty, commander of the troops in E;fft lllyricum, 
Arcadius ; which comprifed Greece and the other provinces he hail 
laid w%(te. Claudian complains, and indeed with much 
reafon, that the Barbarian, who, in defiance of the molt 
facred ties, had turned his arms againlt the empire, fbould 
be preferred and enriched, and the perfon, to whom the 
empire owed its lafety, flripped of all his honours and re¬ 
duced to poverty; for Stilicho, though he immediately re¬ 
tired with his t reops out of Greece, purfuant to the orders 
emdSiibcho of Arcadius, yet that .prince declared him a public enemy 
declared a p,y t ] ie fenateof Constantinople, and the lands he had in the 
publ.c Eaft to be feized and confiscated”’. It was, doubtlefs, after 
Alaric had been raifed to this dignity, and not during the 
war, that, coming to Athens with a fmall attendance, he was 
leccived by the inhabitants, as we find in Zofimus", with all 
pollible marks of honour. 

About thiec years after this pacification, new difturb- 
ances were raifed in the Eaft by two Goths, fubjedts of the 
empire, and in the Roman fervice, called Gainas and Tri¬ 
bigild, of whom we have given a full account in a former 
volume, 

‘Alaric During thefe difturbances, raifed by the Goths in the Eaft, 
breaks into j] ie Wefterti provinces were alarmed with a fttdden irruption 
Italy- p f thy fame Barbarians, under the conduct of Alaric. Ar¬ 
cadius, as wc hat e before related, entered into a treaty with 
him, and appointed him commander in chief of all the Ro¬ 
man forces quartered in Eaft lllyricum. The Goths, who 
were fubject to the empire, created him, according to Jor- 
nandes % about the fame time, their chief and general, with 
the title of king of the Vifigorbs. He was, in this year 400, 


1 Claud, in Sutrop. lib. ii. p. 113. "> Idem, lib. ii. p- 
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•when he firfl: entered Italy, genera! of the Illyrian troops} 
■whence feme have thought he made that irruption bv order 
of Arcadius, and as hi* general; for there never was a cor¬ 
dial undemanding between Arcadius and his brother Iionu- 
rius : but it is not probable, that Arcadius fhould choofe to 
make war upon his brother, while molt of bis fences were 
employed againft Tribigild and Gains*. What Jornandes 
fays feems to us more probable, namely, that the Goths, de- 
fpifing both Arcadius and Hbnorius, a fid (Jifcontented be- 
caufe they had not lent them the ufual preiems, refolve'd to 
make war on the empire, i{\ order to enrich themfelves with 
the fpoils of fo many wealthy provinces; .md with this view 
it ijas that they chofe Alaric for their chief, and even gave 
him the title of king. However that nuy # be, it is certain, 
that, in tht year 400, the Goths, under the conduft of Ala- 
lic, made art incurfion into Italy, and committed dreadful 
ravages, laying the country walk far and near, and carrying 
off with them an incredible number of captives. Two years 
after, Alaric entered Italy again, and ravaged, without con- 
troul, the provinces of Vcnetia and Ligliria, there being 
then no army to oppofe him. The emperor Honoritis, 
who rtfided at Milan, not thinking himfelffafe in that city, 1 
retinal to Ravenna; which, from that lame, became'the 
ufual place of his refideuce. . 

In the mean while Stilicho, having aflembled a body of 
forces, marched againft the enemy, whom he found en¬ 
camped at Pollentia, on the T.uiaro, in Piedmont. There 
the two armies engaged ; but, as to the iflue of the battle, 
there is a great difagreement among authors. The wife of 
Alaric, with his children and daughtcrs-iu-law, fell into 
the hands of the Romans ; a circumftunce which he no 
fooner learnt, than he fent deputies to Stilicho to fue for 
peace; which was readily granted him, and the captives fent 
back, upon condition of his marching forthwith out of 
Italy, Purfuant to this agreement, he repaired the Po; 
but, having plundered the country in his retreat, Stilicho 
detached a ftrong body of Barbarians agamft him, by whom 
he wa 3 defeated, and obliged to take refuge among the 
•mountains, where they kept him blocked up till, moft of his 
men forfaking him, and joining the Romans, he privately 
withdrew in the night, and returned through by-ways into 
Thrace p. Three years after, Radagaifus invaded Italy with 
an army of two hundred thoufand Goths* and other Barba¬ 
rians dwelling beyond the Danube and the Rhine, who were 


*95 


Yr. of FI. 

27*S 

A. D. 400. 

Uc again 

enters 

Italy, 


but is 
driven oil t 
by Sitluho. 


* Orof. lib. vii. cap. 37. p. 1*1. Claud, p. 160, j6i. it Conful. Ho¬ 
nor. vi. p. 178—183. Jorn. Rer. Gotb, cap. 30. p. 633. 



i*6 The Hijlory of the Goths. 

thett all blended under the common pame of Goths; htit 
this numerotis army was defeated and cut in pieces, and 
Radagaifus himfeif taken prifoner, by Stilicho, affifted by 
a body of Hunns and Goths, who ferved the Romans as 
auxiliaries, undet the command of Uldin and Sarus s. 

This ftorm was fcarce blown over, when another was 
rafted by Stilicho, who, in order to kindle a war between 
Arcadius and Hotjorius, perfuaded the latter, that uot only 
Weft Illyricum, but the whole province, belonged to the 
Wefterrt empire; he even^ prevailed fo far upon the weak 
prince as to induce him to appoint Alaric general of all the 
Roman troops in Weft Illyricum, in order to recover, with 
them and his own Goths, that part of the province which 
he pretend'd t® be unjuftly with-held from hinj,by his bro¬ 
ther Arcadit . Stilicho, in thus fetting the two brothers at 
variance, had nothing lefs in view than his own elevation 
to the empire ; for, while the Goths invaded the Eaftern 
empire, his countrymen the Vandals, and their allies, were 
to make an irruption into the Weftern provinces, and there 
fecond his defign At the fame time that he acquainted 
Alaric with his promotion, he ordered a confiderable fum to 
be tranfmitted tt^him, to defray the charges of the war; 
which he no fooner received than, leaving Pannonia and 
Dalmatia, where lands had been granted to him and his 
Goths, be entered Epirus, then belonging to the Eaftern 
empire, and there waited*for orders from Stilicho to com¬ 
mence hoftilities. But while that general was upon the 
point of fetting out from Ravenna to join him with the Ro¬ 
man forces, he was flopped by letters from Arcadius, ac¬ 
quainting him with the revolt of Conftantitle in Britain, 
and, by a falfe report, with the death of Alaric. Alaric, 
after having long continued inactive in Epirus, left that 
country, and, dire&ing his march towards Italy, arrived 
at aEmona, now Lanbacb, between Upper Pannonia and 
Jlarie ad- Noricum. He continued his route, and palling the river 
vaaces into Aquila, and the (freights of the mountains that bound Pan- 
Hsricum. non ; a on that fid/t, where an handful of men might have 
flopped his whole army, he entered Noricum *. From 
thence he difpatched a enefTenger to Arcadios, demanding 
a fum of money for the time he had loft in Epirus, and the 
trouble of marching his troops into Noricum. Upon this 
demand, the fenjte being aflembled (forHonorius was then 
at Rome), Stilicho pleaded fo warmly in his favour, that it 
was agreed four thoufand pounds weight of gold Ihould be 

«l 2of. p. 803. «■ Idem, lib. v. p. 8oz. Soli p. 79*, 793. Phot, 
cap. 80. p. 180. * Philoiiorg. lib.xii. cap. 1. p. 532. Ruth- 
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Cent him : but, the emperor deferring from time to time 
the payment of this frtm, Alaric entered Italy, and, march, 
ing ftrait to Rome, laid fiege to that metropolis. In a 
ftort time he reduced it to fuch limits, that the un 
happy inhabitants, afflicted both with the plague and-fa 
mine, were obliged to redeem themfelves with an immenfe 
hum; which Alanc no fooner leeeived, than he raifed the 
ucge, and retired with his army into Hetruria. 

But foot! after this retreat, tie returned to Rome, the em¬ 
peror having failed to execute the articles ctf the treaty be¬ 
tween Alanc and the Roman* which he himfelf had ra 
tified. On this occafion,*thc Romans, after a few days 
fiege, opened their gates to Alaric, who entered the city 
attended by a fmall guard, obliged the Romans to renounce 
their allegiance to Honorius, and acknnwlege Attalus 
then prefed of Rome, for emperor. Honorius having, in 
the mean time, declared, that he was ready to comply with 
the terms propofed by the Goths, Ala.ic depofed Attalus, 
and leaving Rom?, approached Ravenna, wncre the em¬ 
peror then-was. in order to put the Lift hgnd to the treaty 
of accommodation; the emperor again refuting to e,amply 
with the terms propofed to him, Alaric departed in great 
rage from the neighbourhood of Ravenna, and matetjing* 
back to Rome, took and plundered that wealthy metropolis 6 
From Rome Alaric advanced into ’Campania, and having 
ravaged that and the neighbouring provinces of Lucania, ' 
Samnium, Apulia, and Calabria, he approached the (freights 
of Sicily, with a defign to pafs over into that ifland, and / 
thence into Africa; but he' was feized in the neighbour-/ 
hood of Rhcgium with a fit of illnefs, of which he died in 1 
a few days. 

The Goths chofe Ataulphus king in his room ; for to 1 
Alaric, as we have obferved above, the Goths had given h 
the title of king of the Vifigoths. Ataulphus, leaving Italy ° c 
after he had quite drained it of its wealth, marched into 
Gaul, and there reduced the cities of Narbonne and Thou- 
loufe '. He afterwards married with great folemnity Pla- 
cidia, the lifter of Honorius, who had been taken, with 
many other captives, at Rome, and treated, both by Alaric 
and him, with all the refpe£t tkie to her rank and fex. 
After this marriage, Ataulphus feemed very defirous of 
concluding a peace with Honorius, and turning his arms 
againft the Alans, Vandals, Suevians, Burgundians, Franks, 
and other barbarous nations, that had broken into Gaul; 

t Orof. lib. ii. cap 19. p. >64. Socr. lib, vii, cap. jo. p. 347. phi- 
Jefiurg. lib. xii. cap. 3. p. 534, 
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but all the meafurfcs that were taken by him, and his wife 
Placidia, to bring about an accommodation, being defeated 
by Conftantiub and his party, who bore a great fway at 
court, the war was renewed, and Ataulpbus eventually 
oblfged to retire with the Goths into Spain, where he was 
foon after afl'aflinated. Before his death, he intreated his 
brother to fend back Placidia to the Romans, aad live in 
friendfhip with them; but the Goths, inllead of his bro¬ 
ther, chofe for their king Sigfrec, or Sergeric, brother to 
Sarys, whom Ataulpbus had put to death. Sigeric was 
no fooner proclaimed king.of the Y ill goth s than, to re¬ 
venge the death of his brother, fie caufed the fix children 


Ataulphus had by a former wife to be inhumanly put to 
death". He feemed inclined to live in peace and amity 
with the Roman's, and defitous of being employed by them 
in driving out the Vandals, Alans, and Suevinns, who had 
entered <Spain in 400, and in the fpace of two years re¬ 
duced almoft the whole country ; but he was aflaflinated 
by bis own people the feventh day after his election, per¬ 
haps on account,of his cruelty to the children bf his pre- 
decefior Ataulphus. 

In his room was chofen Vallia, after he had caufed all 
tbofe to be (lain,who flood in competition with him for 
the crown. As the chief provinces of Spain were already 
poflefled by the Vandals, Alans, and Sueviatis, he refolved 
to pafs over into Africa, and attempt the redufliort of that 
country, which (till continued fubjetf to the Romans; but 
his fleet being fhipwrecked, and a great number of Goths 
Vallia eon- on board of it drowned, he not only concluded a peace, 
eludes a but entered into an alliance, with the Romans, upon the 
^/iTro-' following conditions; that Placidia, whom the emperor 
mans. had promifed to Conflantius, fhould be fent back ; that the 
Goths fhould make war upon the Barbarians, who had fet¬ 
tled in Spain, reftoring the Romans to the places and terri¬ 
tories they fhould recover out of their hands ; that, on the 
other hand, the Romans fhould reward the Goths with 
lands within the empire, and fend them forthwith fix hun¬ 
dred thoufi.nd meefures of corn. Purfuant to this agree¬ 
ment, the promifed corn was immediately fent to the Goths, # 
who were then in the utvnoft diftrefs; and they no fooner 
received it, than Vallia fent back Placidia to her brother, 
and began to make the neceflary preparations for the in¬ 
tended war with the Barbarians in Spain v . 


* Jorn. p. 6;5. Phot. p. 1 83 . Orof. p. 594. Soz. lib. ix. cap. 9. 
p. 8x1. w Oxof. p. *24. Philoilorg. lib. xii. cap. 4. p. 534. 
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An alliance being thus concluded between the Romans His faeeeff. 
and the Goths in Catalonia, Va'.lia, without lols of time, tulwar 
fell fir ft on the Vandals called Silingians, who* had fettled w/VA tie 
in Bastica, or Andalufia ; and having, in feveral fuccefsful 
encounters, cut oft’great numbers of them, obliged the reft Spain? 
to abandon their country, and take refuge among the Alans 
ill Celtiberia, now tbe kingdom of Arragon. Again!! thefe 
he marched next, and made futh a dreadful havock amonglt 
that nation, that, their king Air being killed, the few who 
remained, inftead of choofilig a fucceffor? fled for jyo- 
lc£tian to Gonderic king of th? Vandals, who had fettled 
in Galicia 1 . To reward thefe eminent ferviecs of Vallia y r . of FI, 
and his Goths, Honorius bellowed on them Aquitania So- 276S. 
curfda, comprifing the prefcntarchbifhopriek of Bourdeaux, A.l). 
and forne »eighbouring cities; to which vtas added, foon 
after, Novempopulunia, or Aquitania Tertia, including the 
provinces of Auth and Gaf'cony Vallia, on ttys other jenle in 
hand, yielded to tbe Romans, not only the country he had Aquitain. 
taken from the Vandals and Alans, but likewife Catalonia, 
which the" Goths had poflefied ever fintye their entering 
.Spain, under tbe condudt of Ataulphus their fecond king. 

Vallia fixed his refiilcuce at Thouloufe, which became, and 
continued to be, for the fpace of eighty-eight years, .the 
metropolis of the kingdom of the Vifigoths. Vallia died 
foon after lie had brought his Goths back into Gaul, in the 
year 418, according to the Chronicle of Idatius x , having 
reigned onlv three years 2 , lie left behind him one daugh¬ 
ter, married to Suevian, by whom (he had the famous lli- 
cimer, who has been frequently mentioned in a former 
volume. 


Vallia was fuccccdcd by Theodoric, who, breaking the T her, Auric 
alliance which his predecefior had concluded with the Ro- makes 
mans, made himfelf mailer of feveral places in Gaul be- °uf m 

longing to them, and even laid liege to Arles; but at the f, eace ‘■with 
approach of Aetius, he abandoned the enterprise, and re- the /to- 
turned to Thouloufe b . He made peace foon after with the mans. 
Romans; for Sidonius tells us, that after the fiegeof Arles, 
which the Goths had attempted in vain* to reduce, feveral 


Gauls were delivered up to them as hoftages, and among 
the reft one Theodorus, who wa* nearly related to Avitus, 
afterwards emperor. He adds, that Avitus went to vilit 
his kinfman at the court of Theodoric ; on which occafion 


lie rejected the great offers with which Theodoric endea¬ 
voured to engage him in his fervice c . After this tranfac- 
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tion, the Goths Continued quiet in the countries that had 
been allotted them in Gaul, for the fpnce of ten years, that 
is, to the year 436, when the Romans being engaged in a 
war with the Burgundians, Thepdoric availed himfelf of 
thdt opportunity to enlarge his dominions. Having, there¬ 
in fewix fore, gained pofieffion of feveral cities, he at length laid 
0gam •with fiege to Narbonne; but the Romanshaving, in the mean 
time, concluded a peace with the Burgundians, count Li- 
■toris haftenert to the relief of she place, at the head of a body 
of juxiliary Hftnns, and falling upon the Goths put them 
to flight, and entered the city, each horfeman carrying with 
him two bufhels of corn ; which proved a feafonable relief to 
the inhabitants, who were reduced, by the long fiege, to the 
utmoft extremity d . 1 

The Roman# purfued the war againft the Coths with 
equal vigour and fuccefs. In 438, a battle was fought, in 
which Aetius, who commanded the Roman forces, cut 
eight thoufand of them in pieces. In the following year, 
Litorius, who commanded the auxiliary Hunns, gained 
great advantage^ over them, and even laid fiegfc to Thou- 
loufe, their capital. Theodoric, who was in the place, fent 
feveral bifhops to Litorius, hoping, by their mediation, to 
prevail upon the Roman general to accept the advantageous 
terms which he offered ; but Litorius, who thought the 
Goths were reduced to the laft extremity, openly declaring 
that he would hearken to np propofals, Theodoric marched 
out at the head of his men, and offered him battle 5 which 
he not declining, both armies engaged with the utmoft fury. 
Vi£tory continued a long time doubtful, the lofs being 
equal on both fides ; but Litorius having at length advanced 
too far at the head of the Hunns, in whofe valour he chiefly 
confided, the Goths, making a defperate effort, cut molt 
JtaUtt, and of them in pieces, put the reft to flight, and having fur- 
(ht fiege rounded Litorius, who had received a dangerous wound, 
rajed lj[ took him alive, and carried him, with his hands tied behind 
'iheodonc. j,im, j nt0 the city, which he hoped to enter that very day 
in triumph. Theodoric expofed him for fome time to the 
infults and outrages of the populace and children, and then 
ordered him to be thrown into the public prifon, where v 
after he had undergone htexpreflible hardfhips, he was, by 
the king’s mandate, put to death '. After this viflory, the 
Goths might have extended their conquefts to the Rhone; 
and this refolution they had taken, according to Sidonius, 

* Profp. Chron, Valef. Rer. Franc, lib. }ii. p. ij6. _ ' Greg. 
Tpr. Hilt. Franc. lib. ii. pap. 47. p. 81, Salrian. Gub. lib, vii. p. >**• 
Jdat.p. j$. Sid. p. 34J, 
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Aetius, who at that time had neither meh nor money, be¬ 
ing unable to oppoft* them. However, Theodoric, at the 
requeftof Avitus, then prefect of Gaul, readily hearkened 
to the propofals that were made to him, and concluded a 
peace with the Romans on the fame terms he had oiMed 
them before the battle. 

In the year 453, Theodoric engaging in an alliance with Yr. of FI. 
the Romans, afliited them powerfully againft the Hunns I8o, ■ 
who had entered Gaul, and heading his.own troops in per- ' 
fon, diftinguilhed himfelf in the famous baftle of Chalo/is ; Htis kilbJ 
but falling unluckily from hisjiorfe, he was, according to in the tat- 
fome authors, trod to deatl? by his own people, who did not tb °J 
know him. If we credit others, he was killed by a Goth, Chalons. 
nafiied Andagus, who ferved under Attila, and was de- 
feended fr*m the royal family of the AmaX. He was fuc- 
ceeded by his fon T horifmund, who had fought under his 
father, and had been wounded in the fame bittjp. The 
young prince was inclined to revenge the death of his fa¬ 
ther on the Hunns, and to attack Attila in his camp ; but 
Aetius, feiring the Hunns, whom he considered as a check 
upon the Goths and Franks, might be thus entirely cut off, 
artfully advifed him to return home, left his brothers Ihould 
raife*difturbances during his abfence, %nd, feizing on, the* 
royal treafures, give rife to a civil war. Thorifmund fol¬ 
lowed his advice, and returning with his troops to Thou- 
loufe, was there received as king with the greateit demon- 
ftrations of joy f . Being foon after apprifed of the deceit- ftorlf- 
ful advice given him by Aetius, he broke the alliance he mund,hii 
had made with the Romans, and laid fiege to Arles; but ^reaiT' 
was prevailed upon by Ferreolus, prefect of Gaul, to drop tftt 
that enterprizc, and retire s. Romans. 

X11 the courfe of the fame year Thorifmund had a fa¬ 
vourable opportunity of revenging, on the Hunns, the death 
of his father; for Attila having again invaded Gaul, witH 
a defign to make war upon the Alans, neighbours of the 
Vifigoths, and, by reducing them, get footing in Gaul, 
Thorifmund joined the Alans with all his forces, en¬ 
gaged Attila, and having gained a complete victory, ob¬ 
liged him to .return with fhame and difgrace into his own 
country. Gregory of Tours tells us, that he overcame and 
fubdued the Alemans and the Alans’ 1 . It appears frorrj 
Sidonius, that hi3 dominions extended to the Rhone 1 ; that gsUadgiit 
writer ftyies him the haughty and untrattable king of Go. 
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thia ; For iu his whole condufl he betrayed great pride ami 
arrogance, was incapable of living l^imlUf, or fullering 
others to live*, in peace, and feemed to delight in nothing 
but wars and flaughter. On the other hand, his brothers 
Thfcodoric, Frederic, Tunc or rather Euric, Rotemer, and 
Himnaiit, were inclined to a date of tranquility ; and this 
difference of difpofition occaiioncd daily quarrels between 
them and the king. At length his brothers, Theodoric and 
Frederic, finding t^ey could ^y no other means divert him 
from engaging in new wars, rcfolved to difpateh him. Be¬ 
ing therefore one day let b^pod on account of fome flight 
indifpofition, while his vein was'ftill open, one of his ofn- 
cers, named Afcaleru, having fir ft removed privately his 
arms, cried aloud, that afl'afiins were coming in to murtier 
the king, and at the fame time threw himfelftiipon him 
with feveral others. Thorifmund, miffing his weapons, 
with the only arm he had free laid hold of a footftool, and 
with it difpatched fome of the confpiiators ; but was in the 
end overpowered and (lain fc . 

Xkeo^oric Thorifmund was fucceedcd by his brother Theodoric, a 
it. prince, according to Sidonius whom he honoured with 
his intimacy, of uncommon paits, and great accoropliih- 
ments, but in poyit of religion a mere hypocrite. t-The 
fame writer calls him elfewhere a martial prince, who even 
furpaffed his illuftrious parent, the glory of the Gothic na¬ 
il friend to tion, and the fupport of the Roman empire, now unable to 
t/ukeman!. maintain itfelf without the alfiflance of the Barbarians, 
whom the Romans had fo often overcome. He was a man 
of fome learning, and well verfed in the Latin poets. In 
the beginning of his reign he not only concluded a peace, 
but entered into an alliance with the Romans, fending his 
brother Frederic, with a chofen body of troops into Spain, 
to make war upon the Bagaudae, who had expelled the Ro¬ 
mans, and l'cized on great part of Hifpania Tarraconenfis. 
Frederic recovered feveral places out of their hands, which 
he reffored to the Romans m .' However, in the year 455, 
the emperor Maximus, apprehending that Theodoric de¬ 
fined to break with the empire, fent Avitus, who was 
greatly efteemed and refpefled by the Goths, to the court e 
of Thouloufe, to divert *his defign. Avitus was received 
,by the king with the greateft marks of friendfliip and efleem, 
and the peace between the two nations confitmed : but in 
the mean time Maximus dying, Theodoric preffed Avitus 
to affume the fovereignty, promifing to affift him to the ut- 

* Torn. Rer. Goth. cap. 36. p. 6(4, 66j. 1 Sid. ep. vij. p. i—6* 
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mofl of liis power. Avitus, encouraged v?ith this promife, Caafts A~ • 
fud'ered himfdf to btjproclaimed emperor by the Goths at visusnbt 
Thonloufe, on the tenth of July ; and was, dVi the eighth t’odaimtd 
of Auguft, acknowledged and proclaimed again at Arles by *!f!f r f r f* 
the Roman foldiery, and Vd the perfons of iliflinction *iu 
Gaul. Theodoric repaired immediately to Arles, to con¬ 
gratulate the new prince on his neceflion to the empire, and 
was received by him as an ally to whom he was chiefly in¬ 
debted for the dignity he enjoyed ". 

In the following year the Suevians, taking advantage,of rheSut- 
the confufion which the ail,donation of Valentiuian III. vians pit- 
and Maximus had producdtl in the empire, over-ran and tageihe 
pillaged the province of Carthagena, with a delign to drive ^’ar'thl.^ 
theliomans quite out of Spain. Avitus (lifpardsed count s ,„ a . 
1 'ronto to ilequiarius, their king, reminding him of the 
treaties concluded between him and the Romans: I heo- 
doric likewife interpcTed his good offices, conjuryig Ile- 
quiarius, who had married his filler, not to difuirb the pub¬ 
lic tranquility ; and at the fame time acquainting him with 
the engagements which he had entered imp with Avitus •. 

"What anfwer Requiarius returned to the ambaffiulors our 
hiitorian does not inform us ; but he had no fooner difmiffed 
themathan, affcmbling his forces, he entered the province 
of Tarraco, which then belonged to the Romans, and there 
committed unheard-of ravages, without any regard to the 
faith of treaties, or the dictates of julticc. Theodoric fent 
him a fecond embafl’y, to which he anfwered, with great 
liaughtinefs, that he did not underftand why the king of 
the Goths fhould concern himfdf with his affairs ; that if 
he was difpleafed with his conduct, he would toon give him 
an account of it at Thouloufc. Theodoric, piqued at this 
anlwer, began to prepare for war; but in the mean time 
Requiarius, entering again the province of Tarraco, iaid it 
wafte far and near, carrying with him into Galicia a great 
number of captives. 

Theodoric, having concluded a peace with all his neigh- Mates war 
hours, left his own dominions, and with the confent and tl,e 
appiohation of Avitus, entered Spain a» the head of anu- 
merous army, confifting of Goths and Butgundi.ins; the 
latter, whom he had called to Ws affiftance, being com¬ 
manded by their king Hilperic or Chilperic. Requiarius 
met him about twelve miles from Afiorga on the Urbicus, 
now the Orbegua ; a battle enfued, in which the Suevians 
were completely defeated, and their king, who was dan- 

* Sid. p. 34.9, Jdat. Chron. Buck, Belg. p- jtj. 0 Jorn. 

cap. 44. p, 675. 
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ftktf Mr gcfdufly wounded, obliged to fly for fheltcr to the moll dif. 
k'Mgpri • tant corner -of Galicia p . This battle was fought on the 
J&ur. and fifth of Ofldber. Theodoric, purfuing the fugitives, en- 
ns >*wb.« 6 » on a Sunday, the twenty-eighth of the fame 
mdhth, and gave it up to be plundered by his foldiers, who 
abftained from flaughter, and fpared the facred virgins, but 
committed all other outrages Requiarius had retired to a 
place called Portucal, thought to be the prefent city of Rorto, 
on the Dnuno ; a/id from Whence attempted to make his 
efcape by fea ;»but being driven back by a florin, he was 
taken and delivered up to ^heodoric, who kept him under 
clofe confinement till Decembel, and then ordered him to 
Kttovers fi e p U t to death. The Suevians, difheartened by the capti- 
Jtvtral vity of their king, and deflitute of a leader, were in off of 
/'em tie them either taken prifoners, or put to the Avoid ; though 
Sutviann Theodoric had ftriclly enjoined his men to fpare all who 
laid doyn their arms, and fubmitted. Thus was the power 
of the Suevians reduced by the Goths to the lowed ebb. 

^ifigoths, appropriating to himfelf the 
countries he haij taken from the Suevians, appointed A- 
quiulphus to govern them. Aquiulphus, or, as others call 
him, Acliulphus, was not a Goth, but born in the country 
"of the Warni, w^io are thought to have palled about this 
time from Lower Saxony into Frifia and Holland. He, 
therefore, without any regard to the mod facred ties, aban¬ 
doned the Goths, and retiring into Galicia, endeavoured to 
perfuade the Suevians to ac‘knowlege him for their king ; 
but a powerful army being fent againfl him by 1 heodoric, 
he was defeated in battle, taken, and beheaded. The Sue¬ 
vians, who had retired to Galicia, were no fooner certified 
of their king’s death, than they chofe one of their own na¬ 
tion, named Maldra, in his room. 

Yr. of FI. Theodoric, having almod entirely reduced the Suevians 
*805. in Galicia, palled from thence into Lufitania, and there, 
A. D. 4S7- 3 ft t r having laid inalhes feveral cities and villages, befieged 
inters In- ant * to °kMerida the metropolis of that province ; but was, 

' Jitania, and as we are told r , deterred from plundering it by fome pro- 
rednees ft- digies that happened. He continued at Merida till Ealler, 
yernlpla which this year, 457, fell on the thirty-firll of March j o 
mlitre. w fi en> receiving fome difagreeable tidings from Gaul, he” 
returned in great hade to Touloufe. However, he left in 
Spain a body of troops, compofed of different nations, with 
orders to reduce the S.uevians in Galicia, who had not yet 
fubmitted to the Goths. Thefe forces, 011 their march be* 
ing admitted as friends into the city of Aftorga, poU'dled 

t Jorn. cap. 44. p. *?<■ s Idat. p. 33, r Ibid, p, 33. 
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by the Romans, fell unexpectedly upon the inhabitants, 
put great numbers *of them to the l'word, Jfct fire to the 
city after they had plundered it; and, having ravaged the 
neighbouring country, parfued their march, carrying v<ith 
them an immenfe booty, and a great many captives, among 
"whom \Vere feveral ecclefiaftics, alid two biihops. We are 
told, that they had exprefs orders from Theodoric to aft in 
this manner. The city of Palentia met with the fame fate; 
but the caflle of Coviac, abobt thirty rflile^ from Aftorga, 
making a vigorous refiftance, the Goths, after feveral *un- 
fuccefsful attempts, in which ‘they loft great numbers of 
their men, abandoned the enterprize,and returned to Gaul \ 
JTheodoric, though thus engaged in the war with the Sue- 
vians, bro£e at the fame time, upon wha^ provocation we 
know not, with the Romans, and, taking unexpectedly the 
field, made himfelf mafter of feveral cities in Gaul belong¬ 
ing to them: but Majorianus, who was then A Arles, Is Jeftftti 
marching againft him with what troops lie could aflemble, 
defeated him in a pitched battle, and obliged him to fue Tlanus ' 
for peace; which was readily granted hiih, upon hispro- 
mifing to affift the Romans againft the Suevians and Van¬ 
dals 1 : but Majorianus dying foon after, Theodoric thought, 
himself no longer obliged to maintain Che peace that’had 
been concluded with him; and therefore reduced feveral fj t 
places in Gaul belonging to the Romans, among the reft Harbonnt ; 
Narbonne, which was betrayed to him by one Agrippina. 

From Narbonne he marched to Arles, which he inverted, 
but was obliged to raife the fiege by /Egidius, a native of 
Gaul, whom Severus, the fucceflor of Majorianus, had ap¬ 
pointed commander in chief of the Roman forces in that 
country “. Next year riEgidius gained a fignal viftory over but is Je- 
the Goths in the neighbourhood of Orleans. In this battle fea'eJ by 
great numbers of the Goths were (lain, and, among the reft, ^stdius. 
Frederic, the king’s brother, who commanded in chief. 

The Goths being overcome and difperfed, aFgirlius laid 
fiege to Chinon in Touraine ; but the vigorous refiftance 
he met with obliged him to drop the ^enterprize, and re¬ 
tire *. The Goths met with better fucccfs in Spain than in TitGeth 
Gaul; for Idatius fpeaks of then* at this time as mailers of «*/>»') 
the whole country, except part of Galicia, which was dill 'p'ff'f 1 ** 
poflefled by the Suevians; and the provinces of Tatraco 
and Carthagena, which belonged to the Romans, and were 
governed by a duke ; for in 465 a Roman, named Vincen- 
tius, refided at Tarraco with that title. The provinces fub- 

' Cufpinian, p.451. t Jdat. p. 38. Cufp. p. 4jr. “Piife. 
p. 4>. * Gi fg. Tur. cap. a*, p. 387, 3*8. 
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je& to the Goths were governed by the generals Sumerie 
and Nepotianus, the former a Goth, »and the latter a native 
of Languedoc, which was fubjcbl to the Goths. 

}n the year 464 died ABgidiujs, and upon his death the 
Goths, fays Idatius, made themfelves mailers of the far 
greater part of Gaul: but he is in this rcfpedl certainly 
’piiftaken ; for Beni, Sens, and Auvergne, ftill belonged to 
the Romans in 472. Syagrius the fon of jEgidius was 
mailer of Soifl'onJ, and its ‘territory 1; Childeric king of 
tha Burgundians reduced the city of Palis, after a liege of 
many years z . 1 lie Frankc were mailers of the countries 
bordering on the Rhine; the Saxons, of Nantes and Bayeux; 
and the Britons, who had been expelled by the Angles, jiof- 
fefled of Vennes and Trequicr 8 . Next year Theodoric, 
more anxious of making acquifitions in Gaul thin in Spain, 
came to an agreement with Remifmund king of the Sue- 
vians ; but before lie could put his ambitious tlefigns in ex¬ 
ecution, he was taken off by the fame crime that had raifed 
him to the throne, being afiaflinated by his brother F.uiic, 
after he had reigned thirteen years D . Jornandes, ever fa¬ 
vourable to the Goths, only writes, that the joy Furic be- 
trayed on this oceafion, induced fume to imagine, that he 
bad been acccliji^" to the death of his brother c . “ 

As foon asEuric, ealjed alfo Eoric, Evarix, and Euthoiic, 
had afeended the throne, he difpatched ambafladors to Leo 
emperor of the Fall, to Rejnifmund king of the Sucvi tns, 
and to Genfeiic king of the Vandals. Immediately after 
Remifmund heard the ambafladors, he fent others to Euric, 
to the emperor, and to the king of the Vandals; but what 
was the fubjebl of fo many embaffies, our hiilorian has not 
thought fit to explain. All wc know is, that the ambafla¬ 
dors fent by Euric to the king of the Vandals, hearing that 
the Romans were making uncommon preparations to at¬ 
tack that people, returned in great hafte to Touloufe; and 
that Remifmund, upon the departure of Euric’s ambaflii- 
dors, recalled, ‘and incorporated into one body, the troops 
he bad fent out in fniall parties to ravage the country. 
Thefe people wer£, perhaps, negotiating an alliance among 
themfelves againll the common enemy the Romans. Be that ,, 
as it may, Euric, in the eburfeof this year, committed great 
ravages in Lufitania; and, having reduced the cities of Pam- 
pelona and Saragofa, made bimielf mailer of Upper Spain. 
In the following year Remifmund, having entered Lulita- 
nia, took Coimbra, made himfelf mailer of feveral other 


y Sirf. epift. viii. p. 160. * Bolland. 3. Januar. p. i 4 0 > 

* Val. Her. Franc, p. *36, *37. Sid. ep. vii. p. 16. b ldat. 

Uidor. Mate. Cluan. * Jor», cap. 44. p. 677^ 


places, 



The Hijtory of the Goths. 

* 

places, and ravaged the country, committing every where 
horrid cruelties. The natives thus haralled., had recourfe 
to the Vifigoths. They lent a folemn embafl'y, at the head 
of which was one Opilio, to implore the protection of £u- 
ric, who readily interpofed his good offices ; but, it teems, 

■ to no effect; for Remifmund, upon the departure of the 
ambafiadors fent to him by Euric, plundered the city of 
Coimbra, deltroyed feveral houfes, with part of the walls, 
and carried fuch inhabitants,’ as had nbt the good fortune 
to make their efcape, into captivity d . Euric having made 
hiinfelf mafter of Pampelryia ;fnd Csefar-Augufla, or Sara- 
gofa, as we have before related, Tarraco with its territory 
w^s the only place held now in Spain by the Romans. 
That city Euric hedged in 468, the fecotid of the emperor 
Anthemius’s reign, and having, after a long liege, reduced 
it, levelled it with the ground. Thus were the Romans 
driven quite out of Spain, and a period put to theft empire 
there, after they had been at leaft (even hundred years mas¬ 
ters of that country. All thofe provinces, except Galicia, 
and part of Lufitania, which were fubject to the Suevians, 
acknowleged Euric for their king, who, refilling atTouioufe, 
governed them by his lieutenants. „ 

ESric, not fatisfied with the conquePA he had made in 
Spain, refotved to extend his dominions likewife in Gaul. 
With this view he began to collect his forcts, and make 
other military preparations; which the emperor Anthe¬ 
mius no fooner learnt, than he wrote to Riotham king of 
the Britons, who had fettled on the Loire, preffing him to 
join the Romans againft the common enemy ; for the Bri¬ 
tons were greatly attached to the Homan intercll. Riotham 
readily complied with the emperor’s requeft, and, having 
afTembled a body of twelve thoufand men, marched at the 
head of them to Bourges, and from thence to Bourgdeols on 
the Indre, in the province of Berri ; but being there met 
by Euric, he was defeated by the Goths with great lots, 
and obliged to abandon that province, and take refuge 
among the Burgundians, the friends and allies of the Ro¬ 
mans *. The war between the Romahs and Goths con- 
• tinjfed all this and the following year: but the authors, 
who fpeak of that war, without defeending to particulars, 
only tell us, that the Goths gained great advantages over 
the Romans, and in the end made themfelves mailers of 
the prpvinces of Berri and Gevaudan f , the inhabitants, who 
were greatly opprefled by the Roman officers, eipecially by 

d Idat. p. 4j. c Jorn, Rer, Goth. cap. 45. p. 67S. Greg. 
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Sefonatus, governor of Gaul, preferring to live; under the 
Goths rathei than the Romans ®, or,*?is Salvianus expreffcs 
it, choofing rather to be free under the appearance of Ha- 
very, than be treated like flaves, under the appearance of 
liberty h . 

In 473 a peace was concluded; but Anthemius being 
fiiTailinated by Ricimer, and Olybrius proclaimed emperor 
in his room, Euric, taking advantage of the weak and dif- 
traffed ftate o/ th'e empire," renewed the war, hoping to 
driVe the Romans quite out of Gaul, as he had expelled 
them before out of Spaiif. Auvergne was the only pro¬ 
vince they ftill held in Aquitania Prima, lying between the 
ocean, the Rhone, and the Loire -, and into this province 
Euric entered, f at the head of a powerful army, in the be¬ 
ginning of the year 474, but met with a vigorous reftftance 
from the inhabitants, who, without the allillance cf any 
regular®troops, gained fome confiderable advantages over 
the enemy. In the end he laid liege to Clermont, and con¬ 
tinued before that place, without being able to reduce it, 
till the rigour of the feafon obliged him to retire. As he 
feemed refolved to renew the liege early in the fpring, Ne- 
pos, who had fucceeded Olybrius in the empire, thinking 
he'cottld better fdture by treaty than by arms, what fie flill 
poflefled in Gaul, dilpatcheil the quseftor, Licinianus, with 
the character of ambaflador, to Euric, in order to enter 
into a negociation with that prince. Euric received him in 
a very obliging manner, and feveral conferences were held, 
at which fome bifliops of Provence were allowed to aliilt; 
fuel) as Leontius bifhop of Arles, Faultus of Riez, Grecus 
of Marfeilles, and Bafilius of Aix. To Baliliiis, Sidonius, 
then bifliop of Clermont, wrote a letter, recommending to 
him the intereft of the catholic religion, and begging he 
would take care, that by the treaty the catholics Ihould be 
allowed to ordain bifhops for the vacant churches in the 
countries fubject to the Goths. For the Goths held the 
do£trine of Arius, and Euric, a profefled enemy to the ca¬ 
tholics, would not allow them to appoint new bilhops in 
the room of thofe* who died ; hence it arofe that nine epis¬ 
copal fees were at that tune vacant 1 . A report being fpre;ui,» 
which proved afterwards true, that a treaty was upon the 
point of being concluded between the Romans and Goths, 
in virtue of which Auvergne was to be delivered up to the 
Goths, Sidonius, who was hilltop of Clermont in that pro¬ 
vince, and a zealous defender of the orthodox faith, wrote 

* Orof lib. vii. cap. 18. Ilidor. Chron. t> Salvian. lib. v. de 
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a letter to Grecus, bifliop of Marfeilles, conjuring liim not 
to agree to fo fhameftfl an article; and all uring him, th.it the 
inhabitants were ready to undergo the greatcll harrifhips 
rather than fubtnit to the,Goths, who, mindful of the.vi- 
gorous refiftauce they had often met with from them, would 
treat them more like criminals than Daves. He concludes 
by earnefl.lv begging, that if the country was to be yielded 
to the Goths, the inhabitants might be allowed to retire, 
and fome place allotted to theTn within tfte lynits of the em- • 
pirc. However, the treaty was concluded, and Aurcrfuie Aairrgne 
delivered up to Lurie, though fie would not confent to the virU,J ta 
ordaining of catholic billions for the vacant churches within ''"' 7 h > 
liis^lominions fc . ireaj. 

Five years after, the few places in Gu'J that were fliil Yr. of FI, 
held by the Romans, having fubmitted to Odoaccr, who, j'rS. 
after having put to death Ore lies, and depofed Ins fon Au- A. U. sSo. 
guftulus, the Infl emperor of the Wed, had afinrfied the 
title of king of Italy, that prince yielded them to the Goths, 
whofe dominions, by this addition, extended from the 
Loire to the Alps '. However, the cities of Arles and M.tr- 
feilles held out, it feems, fome time againfl the Goths. 

Euric, having thus made himfelf maftcr of the belt part of 
Gaul, cornprifing the whole tract betvi-fn the Rhone And 
the Loire, and of all Spain, excepfa fmall corner of Gali¬ 
cia, and part of Lufitania pofieiled by the Sucvims, was 
ftiil defirous of making new cnnqucils, and reducing the 
remaining part botli of Spain and Gaul, when dc. !h put an 
end to his great deligns. He died at Arles in the nineteenth Yr. of Ft. 
year of his reign ra . Fie had made his way to the thione by 2 q 3 *' 8 
the aflaflination of his brother, and governed his fuhjefts ' 4 * * 
with a rod of iron. He palled great part of his life in the f ur - u j, tSt 
field, was conftantly engaged in difputes with his neighbours, y, s e h a . 
and never pleafed, hut when he had an opportunity of raBer. 
Raining his hands with the blood of his enemies. FJe was 
a prince of great peneration, formidable in war, and at¬ 
tended with fuccefs in mod of his undertakings n ; whence he 
was dreaded by all nations. 

Lurie was the lirft who gave written laws to the Goths; *rhefrfl 
•for they had been governed, tilj his reign, by cufloms 
only 0 (Hj. The perfon Euric chiefly employed in compil- lgwJ l0 

the Guthii 
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ing Ws laws was Leo, his prime minifter, and one of the 
moft learned men, and belt civilians, bf that period p . Euric 
married one Ragnahild or Ragnachild, the daughter of a 
kipg, for whole life in bathing Jivodius caufed a filver vcf- 
fel to be made, on which were engraved fome verfes coro- 
pofed by Sidonius By her he had a fon named Alaric-," 
who fucceeded hint, and a daughter, who was married to 
a Barbarian prince named Sigifmer. From the defcriptiou 
which Sidonius, who faw that prince, gives of him, Vale- 
fiua concludes’him to have been by tilth a Frank, and that 
Euric gave him bis daughter ii> marriage, hoping by that 
match to gain the friemlihip of the Franks, which began to 
be very powerful in Gaul; but by that people the fop he 
had by her was killed in battle, and a period put to the 
kingdom of the Vifigoths in Gaul, who being liriven from 
thence, fixed their royal feat at Toledo in Spain. As in 
EuricV-reign they firmly eltablilhed their dominion in the 
farter of thefe countries, we fliall, in compliance with our 
plan, leave them for the prefent, and, referving for the 
modern hiftory an account of their affairs from the time they 
fettled in Spain, to the lofsof that country when the Arabs 
became mallei s of it, return to the Ollrogofhs, who, as 
we have already Abferved, upon the departure of their coun- 
trymen thp Vifigoths, .admitted by Valens in jj6 into the 
empire, continued in their ancient fituatron, but fubjeft to 
the Hunns, who neverthelsfs allowed them to be governed 
by their own kings, of the illuftrious family of the Amali. 

The Oftrogoths, upon the death of Ermenric, or Her- 
manaric, their king, cbofe Vithimer, by fome called Wi- 
nithnr, in his room. The new king gained at firft fome 
fmall advantages over the Hunns, but was in the end de¬ 
feated and killed by Balamir, or Balamber, king of the 
Flunns r . His fon Vitheric withdrew, attended by great 
numbers of bis fubjedls, into the plains between the Bo- 
ryflhenes and the Danube, the prefent Podolia. Of him 
no farther mention is made in hiftory. He was fucceeded 
byHunimund, the fon of Ermenric, who fabmitted to the 
Hunns, and is fa'id to ha've made war againft, and gained 
a fignal viftory over the t Suevisuis. His fon Thorffmunifc 
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feigned next, who defeated with great flaughter the Ge- 
pidte ; but was foon rfter killed, in the flowet of his age, 
by a fall from his horfe. The Goths fo greatly lamented 
the lofs of this prince, th^t, for the fpace of forty year®, 
they chofc no new king in his room. After fo long an in- 
(terregnum "Wandalar, ion to the brother of Ermcnric, was 
raifedto the throne; but of him no farther mention is made 
in hiftory. He was fucceeded by bis three fons Valemir, 
Theodomir, and Vidimir, wh?> reigned “jointly, and ac¬ 
companied Attila in moil of his expeditions. Upon thftit 
piince’s death feveral nations, by him formerly fitbdued, 
revolting front his children, begged and obtained leave from 
Marcian, then emperor, to fettle in the Roman territories, 
whic^i v/as almoif quite depopulated by the ^equent inenr- 
iious of the*IIunu:i and other Barbarians. Among thefe 
mention is made of theSquiri, Satagairte, and Alans, who 
fettled in J.efTer Scythia and Lower Moefia. To the Ru- 
gians, Sarmatians, and Cemandiians, lands were granted Yr. of.Fl, 
in Illyricum, near a place called the Cattle of Mars. To 
the Olh'ogottrs Marcian granted all Panncfnia, from Sir- • ‘ 

miutn, now Sirmifh, in Sclavonia, to Vindobona, now .j f, C y are 
Vienna in Aultria l . The Goths, as well as the other Bar- milled to 
barians^ acknowleged the authority of thf Conttantinopb- Settle in 
litau emperors, and were fubjetfs of the empire ; but at the Parnicnia. 
fame time governed by their own princes, to whom the 
emperor agreed to pay an annual penfion, upon their pro- 
niiling to guard the frontiers of the empire, and ferve, when 
wanted, in the Roman armies. Pannonia being granted to 
the Oflrogoths, the three brothers divided that country 
among them, Valemir fettling in the ealtern part of it, 
Theodomir in the weftern, and Vidimir between the other 
two. They were fcarce efhtblilhed in their new territories 
when the foils of Attila, purfuing them even into Pannonia, 
fell upon Valemir in the neighbourhood of Sirmium ; but 
that prince, with a handful of men, deflated them with gain 
great flaughter, and obliged them to take refuge in that twu vic- 
part of Scythia which bordered on the Danube. About 
eight years after, the Goths being engaged in a war with -f * 
tiie Saragae, Dintzio, one of Attila^s Ions, availing himfelf 
of that opportunity, entered Pannonia at the head of a con- 
fulerablc army; and having ravaged the country, laid liege 
to Bafliatia, thought to be the prefent city of Pofega, which 
gives name to a county in Hungary between the Save and 
the Draw; but the Goths leaving the Satagae, marched 
with all their forces againft the Hunns, who readily en- 


* Phot. lib. i. cap, 241. p. 1041. Theoph. p. uz. 
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gaged them ; but received fuch a repulfe, that they ever 
after flood in awe of the Goths, andnever offered to mo- 
left them. In the year 455, the emperor Leo refufmg, un¬ 
der various pretences, to pay the Oftrogoths their ufual 
Vieyra- penfion, they entered lllyricum, and there committed dread-. / 
faageHly. ful ravages; but Anthemius, fon-in-lnw to the emperor 
rieum. Marcian, having affembled the troops quartered in that 
province, obliged, them to ^retire with confiderable lofs “. 
Moon after Lao fent deputies to Valemir to upbraid him 
Sthey ton- with his late condudl, and renew the ancient treaties. The 
elude a treaties were accordingly renewed, and peace re-eftabliflied, 
f Leo‘ "and 1 u P on l *’ e em P eror ' s promifing to pay the Goths their ar- 
findh”n rear5 > ancl f° r *he future three hundred pounds weight of 
Theodoric gold annually, r On the other hand Valemir fpnf to Con- 
fttahof- ftantinople, by way of hoflage, the famous Theodoric, 
afterwards king of Italy, then only eight years old. Leo 
received him with the greateft marks of ct'lccm and affec¬ 
tion, maintained him for the fpace of ten years at hip court, 
hi a manner fuitable to his rank, and took care, to have him 
infti ufled by the bed mailers in every branch of poiitc 
literature w. 

In the tenth y^ar of Leo’s reign, a war breaking put be¬ 
tween the Goths in Pannonia and the Hquiri, whom the 
emperor Marcian had'permitted to fettle in LciTer Scythia 
and Lower Meefia, both nations had recourfeto Leo, whole 
fubje&s they were, imploling his afliftanre. Afpar, Leo’s 
chief favourite, was for aiding neither, but fullering them 
< xheyit• to deftroy each other: however, the emperor wrote to the 

feat the governor of lllyricum, injoining him to march with all the 

Squiii. troops under his command to the afliftanco of the Squiri, 
who nevcrtbclefs were utterly defeated, and rnofl of them 
put tc the fword, either in the battle or the purfuit. 
falentir The Goths loft on this occafion Valimir their king, who, 
/lain. falling from his horfe as he was riding full fpeed through 
the ranks to animate his men, was furrounded, and, with 
many wounds, difpatchcd by the enemy*. Such of the 
Squiri as efcapccj the general carnage, had recourfe to the 
Sarmatians, the Rugians, and the Gepidoe, who, readily 
joining them, renewed the war, and, entering the territories 
of the Goths, laid them wafte to a great extent. The Goths, 

Jn this emergency, putting themfelves under the command 
of the two remaining brothers, Theodomir and Vidcmir, 
took the held; and engaging the enemy on the banks of the 
Danube, cut ten thoufand of them in pieces, obliging 

Sid. Car. ii. p. 196. Prifc. p. 74. y Jorn. Per. Goth. cap. 

A- P - ® 9 J> ® 94 - Theoph. p. fin. x prifc. p, 44. Jorn. cap. $°. 

p. 687. & eip. 63. p. 691, 6 j2, 
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■ * 
t*he reft to retire with great precipitation beyond that river, 
which Theodomir paffcd foon after on the ice,,and having 
Jaid walle the enemy’s country, returned loaded with booty 
into Pannoma. In this w;;r Theodomir not only defeated 
the Sarmatians, Rugians, and Gepidte, but gained a lignal 
vlftory over the Suevians and Alemans, who had joined 
thofe nations. Upon his return, he received with great joy 
his foil Thcodoric, whom Leo had font back loaded with 
rich prefent>, aftei having kept Him athiscbuiu, as a hoftnge, 
for the fpace of ten years. He was fcarce returned, whin 
news arrived, that IUbai, king *>1 the Sarmatians, having 
defeated a Roman general named Camundus, had made 
hirnljplf mailer of Singidunum, in Uppci Media. In con- 
f.-qnence of this intelligence, Theodoric, having aficmbled, 
without his father’s knawlege, a fmall body of troops, 
palled the Danube, and, entering the Karmatian territories, 
fell upon Bahai, put him and molt of his men to theTword, 
and, on his return home, retook Singidunum; but did not 
rellorc it to .the Romans. 

During the fliort reign of Glycerius, the'Gotbs in Pan- 
rionij, without the lcnli provocation, lays jornandcs, and 
only becaufc they were incapable of living in peace, re- 
folved to make war on the empire. Agie<?abie to this refti- 
lution, the two brothers, Theodomir and Vidcmir, met, 
when it was agreed that the latter Ihould invade Italy, 
where Glyceiius then utled as emperor, and that Theodo¬ 
re ir Ihould attack the ealtern empire, governed at that 
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time hy Leo I. Vidcmir immediately fct out oil his march; 
tut had fcarce entered Italy when he died, leaving the 
command of his troops to his foil, who bore the lame 
name. Jornandcs adds, that the young prince being pre¬ 
vailed upon by the rich prcl'ents which Glycerius fent him 
to retire out of Italy, marched into Gaul : joining the Vifi- Fait of the 
gotlis, fettled there, he affifted them in the conqueft of Oflrogoths .■ 
that country, and in the reduction of Spain, becoming one }0 J n !t‘- 
people with them L As for Theodomir, he entered Illy- m 
ricum ; and having made himfelf mailer of Naiflus, divided 
his army into fevtral fmall bodies, under the command of 
bis fon Theodoric, and other generals, who reduced, with¬ 
out any confiderable oppofition, the cities of Ulpiana, He- 
raclea, and Larilfa. Having aft£i wards reunited their forces, 

'and left a Ilrong garrifon in Naiflus, they laid fiege to Ihef- 
falonica ; but Claiianus, governor of the place, prevailed 
upon Theodomir, by means of rich prefents, to abandon the 
enterprize, and retire. 


y Jornand. Rer. poth. cap. 56. p. 654, 655, St Reg. cap. 47.p- 654^ 
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Soon after this event, a peace was concluded between 
the Romans and the Goths. Whiift this treaty was nego¬ 
tiating Thlodomir died, and was fuccreded by his fon 
Theodoric, called Amnlus, dcfctndcd from the Amali, the 
moft illuftrious family among r the Goths. The emperor 
Zeno, overjoyed at the news of the young prince’s accefh' 
fion to the crown, immediately invited him to court, re¬ 
ceived him with the greateft marks of friendfhip and efteem, 
raifed him to themank of a patrician, and even adopted him 
for his fon. Theodoric was fcarce returned to I'annonia, 
when news were brought him, that Bafilifcus, revolting 
from Zeno, had been proclaimed and acknowleged emperor 
by the fenate of Conftantinople. The ufnrper was chiefly 
fupported by a Goth in the Roman fcrvice, named lik£wife 
Theodoric, wKo had been raifed to the firfb'pofts in the 
army, and the command of his countrymen, who, following 
the example of their leader, had all declared for Bafilifcus. 
However, king Theodoric, efpoufing the caufe of Zeno, 
marched againft them; but as his troops were far inferior 
in number to thofe of the enemy, Zeno afllire’d him, that 
he flioukl be joined at the flreights of Mount Hxmus by the 
general of Thrace, with ten thoufand foot and two thou- 
fa;ul norfe; and that, after palling the mountains, he’fliould 
find twenty thoufand Jiorfe on the banks of the Hebrus 
ready to join him : but at neither place did he find any 
troops ; and the guides, w}io had been fent him by the Ro¬ 
mans. leaving the known roads ami beaten ways, led him 
through deferts, where his men fuffered greatly for want 
tif provifions, and over fteep mountains, till they brought 
his army, quite exhaufted with fuch long and fatiguing 
marches, in fight of the enemy, who were encamped in a 
rnoft advantageous jroft. But though they might with great 
eafe have cut the king and his whole army in pieces, yet 
Theodoric their leader fent only fome perlons to upbraid 
the king with making war on his countrymen in favour of 
the Romans, who had thus betrayed him with fair promifes, 
and only endeavoured to let Goths againft Goths, that they 
might have the truel fatisfa&ioi} of feeing them deflroy 
each other. Thefe remonflrances occafioned a mutiny in 
the king’s army, who, finding himfelf reduced to the alter¬ 
native of being abandoned by his own men, or coming to an 
agreement with Theodoric, chofe the latter. 

The two generals conferred together, having a river be¬ 
twixt them, and agreed to a pacification. They both dif- 
patched ambafladors to Conftantinople, Theodoric to de¬ 
mand the arrears which were due to him and his army, 
34 d the king to acquaint the emperor with the treaty he 

had 
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bad made, and at the fame time to let bird know, that, un- He enim 
lefs provifions were^fent to the army, it was not in his <»«»"•«*■- 
power to reftrain his men from plundering Thrace *. What 'yff - 
anfwer Zeno returned to the former, we are not informed ; a Goi"'i» 
to the latter, however, he /nade a long apology for not fend- the Kjmam 
jng, as he had promifed, the Roman troops to join him. A r-vut. 

But the author of Zeno’s life, though not a little bi,;fil'd in 
favour of that prince, cannot help owning that lie was, 
upon this occafion, greatly tp blame*., The emperor ex¬ 
erted all his efforts to perfuade the king to Break the treaty 
he had lately concluded with Theodoric, fending to Aim 
for that purpofe two folenln embaflies, and promiling not 
only to reward him with large fums, and great revenues, if 
he Should defeat the rebels, but to give him in marriage 
Juliana, thjr daughter of Olybrius, and gtund-daughter of 
Valcntinian III. But the king could not, by any offers, 
be prevailed upon to make the leuft breach in the treaty 
with Theodoric ; fo that the emperor was fain to conclude 
a peace with him upon the following diflionourable terms: 
that Theodoric fhouki have the command of the emperor’s 
guards; that he fhould retain all the honours conferred 
upon him by the ufurper ISafilifcus; that his ellate, whkk 
had been confifcated, fhould be reftored Jo him; and lallly/ 
that he fhould be appointed commander in chief of the 
Homan cavalry, which poft was then held by king Thco- 
doric, but, in virtue of this treaty, taken from him, and be¬ 
llowed on the other b - 

In the mean time king Theodoric, who was flil! with his He brtafo 
army among the mountains of Thrace, not receiving from "v'oliZeno, 
the Romans either money or ptoviiions to fupport them, 
marched down into the pro: ince of Rhodope on the fLgsean 77 Waceani 
fea, and laid wafte the molt fertile places of Thrace, de- i.iauim. 
flroying with fire and fword what he could not carry off. 

The emperor lent fcveral generals to oppofe him ; but 
though he loft a great many men in fkirmifbes, yet the lofs 
on the fide of the Romans muff have been more con- 
fiderable, fince, in the end, all the emperor’s genetals de¬ 
clined the command of the army in Thrace. From Thrace 
,Theodoric marched into Macedon, and having pillaged the 
open country, made himfelf mafter of Stopi on the river 
Asms. From thence he advanced towards the neighbour¬ 
hood of Theffalonka ; a motion which threw the inhabit¬ 
ants into fuch conftcrnation, that, thinking themfclves 
abandoned by the emperor, they pulled down and deftroyed 
all his flatues, and were ready to fall upon their governor, 

*JMal*j,p.S 3 — 9 C. » Idem,p. $3,84. 6 Idem, p. 78,7 9 - 95 - 
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named John ; but contented themfelves with taking from 
bim the keys f of the city, and delivering them to the bifhop. 

Iheodoric, without making the lealt attempt on Theffh- 
lonica, ltd his army from thencp to Hcracien, where he 
was met by ambalisdors from Zeno, with propof.tb for an 
accommodation ; wliich he being willing to accept, fent" 
others to Conftantinople, and, in the mean time, ordered 
his men to forbear all farther hoililities. The perfon em¬ 
ployed by Zeno to*treat witlf Thcodoric was the patrician 
Abaunancus, who had been governor of Conftantinople, and 
was, on this occafion, honoured with the confular orna¬ 
ments, but not with the conl'ulfhip. During the nego¬ 
tiations, Thcodoric found means to make himfelf maftcj of 
Durar, on the Adriatic fca, that he might have fome place 
of ftrength to retire to, in cafe the nogotiations l 'fhould not 
have the defiled effect. The conferences were in confe¬ 
rence broken off, Adamnncus declaring, that he could 
not treat with the Goths, till he had reftored the city of 
I)uras to the empire. 1 hcodoric could not, by any means, 
be prevailed upor. to part with that important pface during 
the winter; but promifed to abandon it early in thefpring, 
t to march aginft the other 'I heodoric, who had raifed new 
difkirbances in thb empire; and, that the emperor Slight 
not qutftion the fmcerify of his intentions, to deliver up to 
him his mother and filters ns hottages. He likewife offered 
to march into Italy, and reftore Nepos, who was nearly re¬ 
lated to the emprefs Verina, Zeno’s mother-in-law, and 
bad been lately driven from the throne by Glycerius. To 
thefe propolals Adamnncus anfwcred, that he had no power 
to grant him any terms till Duras was reftored 1 ; but that 
he would write to the emperor, and acquaint him with his 
anfwer. 

The Romans, in the mean time, became more unreafon- 
able, in confequcnce of fome advantages they gained at 
that very crifis over the Goths. Thcodoric had marched 
before with a ftrong detachment to furprife Duras, while 
the main body, with the baggage, followed by flow 
inarches, under th*e command of his brother Theudimund. 
Sabinianus, general of Ulyricum, immediately ordered all * 
the troops quartered in that province to aflemble at Lych- 
nidus in Maccdon ; and marching from thence with incre¬ 
dible expedition, overtook the Goths, as they were defeend- 
ing from the mountains of Candavia, between Lycbnidus 
and Duras. Theudimund, and liis mother, who followed 
the army, had juft time to pafs a torrent, and caufe the 


* Malei, p. 84, 85. 
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bridge to be broken down: by which means they faved ihcm- 
felves, but flopped *e march of the army ; fo that the l\o- Yr of Jl. 
mans, falling upon them, cut moll of them to pieces, took **»». ' 
five thoufand prifoners, two thoufand waggons, and an im- A - D 479- 

menfe booty. Zeno, elated with this viftcry, and‘not 777 ~. - 

•doubting but he fhould cither take Theodoric himfclf pri- jfclonde 
foner, or oblige him to fubmit, _ wrote to Sabinianus, and to a, my cut in 
Cento, a Goth of great reputation in the Roman fervice to ?“<"■ 
purfue the war, and net futrfcr Throdofic to retire, but to 
keep him fhut up on all fides, ordering a*t the fame <ime 
Adamancus to break ofi'tlje conferences, and return to Con- 
Itantinople. Rut of this war all vve can learn is, that the 
following year, Theodoric ravaged Greece ; and that Sabi¬ 
nianus put a Hop to his ravages, more by addrefs than by 
dint of ar As* 

No farther mention is made of Theodoric till the year Tieodorie 
482, when, Sabinianus being dead, he ravaged without con- 
troul both Macedons and Thcfl'nly, and even took and 
plundered ( Larifla, the metropolis of the latter province 8 ; tatfjlfaZ 
infomuch that the emperor, to appeafe him, was at length ceJon and ’ 
obliged to yield him part of Lower Ivloefia and Lower Da- ‘H'lJJaly j 
cia, to give him the command of the troops of the houfhold^ but " a t~ 
and flame him conful for the enfuing ytllr. In conference ffeltpl. 
of this accommodation, Theodoric, diibanding his troops, ror. 
let out for Conllantinople with a finall retinue, and, being 
received by the emperor with the greateil marks of kinrl- 
nefs and elleem, dilcharged the following year the oliice of 
conful f . During his confulflnp, Leontius, a native of 
Chal eis in Syria, and commander of the troops in that 
province, revolting, found his power fidbcient to be pro¬ 
claimed emperor, Againll him Zeno difpatchcd Ulus, cap¬ 
tain of his guards ; hut he, inflead of oppofing Leontius, 
joined him, and, being united, defeated and took prifoncr 
Longinus, the emperor's brother, who, at the head of a 
confiderable army, had ventured to engage them in the 
neighbourhood of Antioch; which city, after his defeat, 
fubmirted to the ufurper. Zeno, upon the news of the 
defeat and captivity of his brother, difpdtclnid one John, an 
officer of great valour, and experience in war, into Syria, 
and prevailed upon Theodoric to join him with a numerous 
army of Goths. Theft: two commanders, meeting Leon- He dtfiatt 
tins and Illus in the neighbourhood of Seleucia, totally de- '^ e Hf ur P tr 
fcated, and compelled them to fly for refuge to the ftrong eon,,u,m 
caftle of Papyra in Cilicia s. 

d Marcell. Chron. 8 Idem, ad ann. 482. f Tiieoph, 

P- *22. Jorn. Rek Goth. cap. 57. p. 636, Z Eragr. lib. iii. 
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As the rebels ivere no longer in a condition to give the 
Jeaft apprehenfion or uneafinefs, Theodoric, leaving part 
of his forces with the other commancler to profecute the 
war, returned with the reft to Conftantinople ; but, finding 
that? Zeno began to miftruft him,' and even to feck by in¬ 
trigues his dcftrultion, he withdrew from court, and retired t 
into Thrace, the emperor having, fome time before, ap¬ 
pointed him general of the troops quartered in that coun- 
try. Soon after hi$ leaving Conftantinople, he fell upon 
the Bulgarians, rwho, under the conduit of their king or 
leader named Libcrtem, had entered Thrace, and gained 
a complete victory over them, Libcrtem himfclf being dan- 
^erouily wounded, and raoft of his men put to the fword h . 
The following year Theodoric fpent in raifing forces, aud 
in 487, made an'irruption into 1 hrace at the fcead of a 
powerful army. Upon what provocation he thus turned 
his arra^ againft the empire, we remain ignorant; but, 
doubtlcfs, the fame motives that, fome time before, bad in¬ 
duced him to withdraw from court, prompted him now to 
adt as an enemy. m Having ravaged Thrace, he approached 
Conftantinople, and encamped in tire neighbourhood of 
Melantiades, a city placed by Sanfon about fifteen miles 
■tveft, of Conftantinople, with a defign, as was believe*’, of 
laying fiege to that imperial city. But, while the inhabit¬ 
ants were under the utmofl confternation, Theodoric, de¬ 
camping fuddenly, marched bach to Novae in Mocfia, whence 
he had come Some writers aferibe bis fudden retreat to 
the regard he had for that metropolis; others to a private 
treaty between him and Zeno, who, putting him in mind 
of the kindnefs he had ever lhewn him, and of the many 
honours he had heaped upon him, and reprefenting to him 
at the fame time the danger to which he expofed himfclf in 
making war on the empire, perfuaded him to conclude a 
peace with the Romans, and turn his arms againft Odoa- 
cer, who, having put Oreltes to death, and depofed hisfon 
Auguftulus, had taken upon himfclf the title of king of 
Italy k . 1 heodoric received with joy the propofal made him 
by the emperor of driving Odoaccr out of Italy, and return¬ 
ed to Nova-, in order to make the necefiary preparations for 
that expedition. • 

In the following year, Theodoric having aflemblcd 1 an 
infinite number of people, carrying with them their wives, 
children, and all their effedds, fet out from Nova:, direlt- 

h Ennorl. p. 29*, 296. * Procop. Bell Goth. lib. ii. cap. 6, 

J>. 46/. Marcell. Theopb. p. 113. Jorn. p. 697. Evagr. 
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fng Ills inarch towards Italy. His mother, and filler named y r 0 y 
Amafrides, attended him in this expedition. Many Ro- »gj«. 
mans of great diftinftion flocked to him frdm all parts, to A.D. 4-8*. 

ferve as volunteers in this war; among the reft Arte- -—*• 

midorus, who was nearfy related to, and in great favour * 

with the emperor, but joyfully abandoned his country, r 
and the grandeur he lived in at Conflantinople, to lhare 
with Theodoric in his good or bad fortune, who afterwards 
created him a patrician, and»made hiiingovt ruor of Rotne m . 

On the other hand, a great many Goths'didined fallow¬ 
ing Theodoric into Italy, and, fettling on the fea-coalt in 
Thrace, formed a fepaiate nation, which lived in amity 
with the Romans, and is highly commended by Rrceopius". 

Horn Novae in Mcefia Theodoric marched limit to the 
Adriatic •Tea; but, for want of fnips v.'as o’u'iged to go 
round, and traverfe the fevetal nations inhabiting ibecoalt. 

This march he performed in the depth of winter/ a violent 
plague and famine raging the whole time in his army, and 
carrying off great numbers of his people. Ife found the He'defeatt 
Gepidse e’ncarnped on the banks of a certain river, with a theGe/iJ* 
clcfign to oppofe his pallage ; but Theodoric, palling it at a ffff r ' 
the head of a choice body of men, charged them fo brilkly, hfi 'march. 
that*they immediately betook themfelfes to a precipitate 
flight. At another place he was .met by the Sarmatians, 
whom he likewife defeated, and put to flight. 

Thus, after a long and fatiguing march, he entered Italy; He enter* 
and, advancing to the river Sontius, now Zonzo, in the ttajy, 
neighbourhood" of Aquileia, halted there, in order to afford 
his men reft, being informed, that Odoacer was in full 
march to meet him with a very numerous army, confiding 
of various nations, commanded by their rcipeltive kings or 
chiefs 0 . Soon after this intelligence, Odoacer appeared, 
and was met by Theodoric with bis men in battle-array. 

An engagement enfued, in which Odoacer was, after a 
faint re ft fiance, put to flight, and great numbers of liismen putt Oita* 
cut in pieces. Theodoric purfued the fugitives, and, on ter to 
fhe 28th of Auguft 489, entered their camp, though de- 
fended by a river, and a great many wJrks p . Odoacer re¬ 
tired to the plains of Verona, and encamped at a fmall di- 
ftance from the city : but 1 heocforic, clolely purfuing him, 
forced him to a fecond engagement, when he met with a 
more vigorous opposition than in the former; for great 
numbers were killed on both Aides : at length, however, 

Odoacer was again put to flight, and obliged to flrut him- 

Cafliodor. lih- i- epift. 4!. * Prnrop. Asdif. cap, 7, p. 6 j 
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felf up in Ravenna ; fo that Theodoric, having now no ene¬ 
my in the field to oppofe him, made* himfelf mailer of 
feveral important places, and, among the rdt, of Milan 
and Pavia i. At the fame time Tpfa, commander in chief 
of Odoacet’s forces, came over to Theodoric, with moft of 
the troops under his command, and was immediately by 
him difpatched, with one of his own officers, in purfuit of 
Odoacer, to Ravenna. Odoaccr had left that city, and was 
advanced as far as ‘Faenzn, ill’ which place he was clofciy 
hdicstt'il by Tufa; but that treacherous commander, declar¬ 
ing for his former mailer, joined, him again with ail his 
troops, delivering up at the fame time feveral officers, 
who had been appointed by Theodoric to command undgr 
him, and were, by Odoacer’s orders, font in irons, to Ra¬ 
venna'. About the fame time Frideric, the fon of Fat's 
king of the Rugians, who had joined Theodoric v.ith a 
considerable body of his countrymen, went over to Odoa- 
cer; who, being thus reinforced, left Faenfa, and advanced 
as far as Milan ; which city he is fuppofed to have taken, 
fmee he is faid to have recovered all Liguria*. 

Theodoric, in the mean time, finding himfelf abandoned 
both by Tufa ar.d Frideric, kept himfelf flint up in Pavia, 
a plaae inthofe days*bf great llrength, while Odoacer, with¬ 
out controul, ravaged the country, and befieged him at 1 a ft 
in Pavia, wheie the Goths, who had brought along with 
them their families, and all their effects, were greatly 
Araitcned for want of room. Theodoric, fearing he fhould, 
after all his efforts, be overpowered with numbers, had re¬ 
coin fe to Alarm, king of the Vifigoths, who had fettled in 


Gaul. As the Vifigoths and Oftiogoths were originally the 
fame nation, and the Vifigoths had received among them, 
about fixteen years before, a great number of Ollrogoths, 
under the conduct of their king Videmir, eoufin-german to 
Ut rtcrivfs Thcodoiic, they readily granted him the defired fupplies ; 
;.f« p»vnrjul which he no fooner received than, leaving Pavia, he march- 
fkfy?r' 0ai towar£ l s the river Addua, where the enemy lay encamped, 
gfiik engaged them the third time, and obtained a complete vic- 
toiy. Odoacer agai"n took refuge in Ravenna, hut left nu¬ 
merous garrifons in all the llrong places '. In this battle, 
which was fought on the eleventh of Auguft, Odoacer loft 
feveral officers of diftin£tion, and among the reft Pierius, 
his comes domefticorum, or captain of the guards. Theo¬ 
doric, after the battle, marched in purfuit of Odoacer, and. 


*t Ammian. Anonym, p. 479. r Caffiodor. lib. ii. ep. »6. 
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approaching Ravenna, encamped at a place called Pimia 
about three miles frfcni the city. ’ 

On the other hand Odoacer, with ra.-.nv new works, for- v ct 
tified hnnfelf in the town, and, with frequent Rallies, Q fp e - 
cially in the night, greatly haraflld the Goths. The fiege A.JX 49 «, 

Jailed three year?, during which time great numbers were -< 

killed on both tides in the fiequeut fellies and attacks. Au- Hc 
thorn fpcak in p.ncicuiar of a folly, in which Odoacer com- '* 

iii.utaCti in pcrlon, and, at t?tc heed of*the 1 ‘Ieruh, entered 
the camp of Theodoric at Pinaia, and maefe a dieadfirf ha- 
vock of his men ; but he was, after a long and fhain difpute, 
obliged to retire. The Goths purfued him to the very guc; 
nf # the city, putting many of his men to the fword, and 
among others Libila, or Levila, wlio cwymmded the 1 fe- 
ruli under the king, and bad eminently dihmguiihed him— 

1 ,-lf on that occafion u . Theodoric, leaving part of ins army 
before Ravenna, marched with the red: ag.iinlt tile ftrong- 
holds, in which Odoacer had left garrifons. and was every 
where received with great marks of joy, except at Celev.a 
m Romagna, where he met with feme eppof.i.'r' i. Thus n e rtJuctt 
he made himfelf mallet of Italy, not at once, l et by <h - all Itu.j. 
grec^. No one place in Italy now remained to OJcnec^, 
except Ravenna, in which lie had bcen*fhut up thiee years 
with his foreign and fome Roman troops, and tliefe were re¬ 
duced to great ftraits by the enemy without, and the famine ^ ^ 
within w , wheat being fold at* fix pieces of grid a bulbed. 

On the other hand, the Goths were quite exhauiled with du'rea t« 
the fatigues of a three years fiege ; fo that both panics he- F reat 
mg wiliinjr to put an end to the war, Odoacer font John, 
hilhop of Ravenna, to Theodoric, with propolals for an ac¬ 
commodation. The agreement was concluded on the qj 
twenty-feventh of February, Odoacer delivering up his foil, 
named Thelan, to Theodoric as an hoftage, who in tonIV- a »Jiiput 
qucnce entered Ravenna in triumph on the fifth of March *. '» ‘hath 
Theodoric did not long adhere to the agreement he had fffjf 1 * 
made ; for, having a few days after invited Odoacer tc a lrlc ‘ 
banquet, unmindful of his oath, or the laws of hofpitality, 
he difpatched him with his own hand, cither in the palace, 
or in a grove of laurels adjoining to the palace *. 

Theodoric had fent, fome months befoic, Faulhis Niger, Yr. of FI. 
a leading man in the fenate of Rome, to obtain of the em- *|*'■ 
peror Zeno the enfigns of royalty ; but Odoacer having fab- ' 
mitted before the return of the ambaflador, Theodoric, 
without waiting for the emperor’s permiffion, caufed him- 

“ Jorn. cap. 57. p. 637. Ontiph. p. 17. Ennod. Pan. Theodor. 

P- 306. w Procop. p. 303. x Ontiph. p. 37. >' Anonym, 

p. 40S. 

folf 



Vbmkric 

fradcamtd 
Utht 
Goths, and 
at knew- 

MM by Hu 

tmtoror, 

n? 


fhe MJlory of the Gothf. 

felf to be proclaimed by his Goths king of Italy : iowcvfii*. 
he difpatchcd Feftus, or Fauftus, his rpagifter officiorum, 
and Irensus, both diflinguifhed with the title of Ulultrious, 
to Conftantinople, to excufe the liberty he had taken *. 
The hmbafladors were received in a f very obliging manner by 
Anaftatius, the fucceffov of Zeno, who readily ratified the 
peace which his prcdecefibr had made with Theodoric, ap¬ 
proved of what he had done, and font him the enfigns of 
royalty a . Hence it is manifift, that Theodoric himfelf 
owneft he held the kingdom of Italy of the emperors of tlje 
Eaft, by whom he fullered even the Roman confuls to be 
named. 
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Theodoric, now mailer of all Italy, began to make the 
neceffary preparations for reducing the ifland of Sicily, whi?h 
refufed to acknowlege him ; but the innabitants t.’erc per- 
fuaded by Cafiiodore to fubmit to their new lord, without 
coming t® extremities. After this fubmilfion Theodoric/ 
flicathing his fword, endeavoured, in the firll place, to ef- 
tablilh himfelf in Ins new kingdom, by alliances with the 
neighbouring princes. With this view he lent Feftus to 
Conftantinople, to confirm the peace he had made with 
Anaftafius, at the' fame time giving his hand in marriage to 
Aidifth-dn, the daughter of Clodoncus, king of the Frakiks, 
and bellowing his own tjvo daughters, whom be bad by a 
concubine, on Alaric, king of the Vifigoths in Gaul, and 
Sigifmund, the fon of Gunftobald, king of the Burgun¬ 
dians. Having thus fccured his new kingdom, he made it 
his chief ftudy to govern it with falutary laws, chiefly fol¬ 
lowing the advice of Cafiiodore, a man of great learning 
and integrity, whom he had created a patrician, and raifed 
to the dignities of count, of conful, and even to that of pra> 
fedtus praetorin. He firft quartered all his Goths in the 
caflles and flrong-holds, with their officers who were to 
command them in time of war, and govern them in time of 
peace. The Roman laws he retained, and commanded them 
to be inviolably obferved, and to have the fame force which 
they had had under the emperors of the Weft b . 

Theodoric not only retained the fame laws, but the fame 
form of government, the fame diftribution of provinces, the 
fame rnagifirates and dignities. As the emperors had, be¬ 
fore his time, tiundated the imperial feat from Rome to 
Ravenna, to be near at hand, and ready to put a flop to rhe 
irruptions of the Barbarians, who, on that fide, made in- 
j-oads into Italy, he likewife chofe that city for the ufual 
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place of Ms residence, governing from thence the provinces 
by the fame magiftrStes who had prefided ovey them in the 
times of the emperors, fuch as ccmfulares, corredtores, and 
praefules. Befides, according to the cuftom of the Goths, 
lie appointed for each city inferior judges, dillinguilhed 
■•with the title of counts, who were to adminilter jultice, and 
decide all controverfies and difputes : and herein the polity 
of the Goths far excelled, as Grotius obferves, that of the 
Romans j for, in the Roman times, a whoje province was 
governed by a confularis, a corrector, or a prtefes, whA rc- 
lided in the chief city, and to vt'hom recourfe was to be had 
at a great expence from the mod remote parts; hut Theo¬ 
dore, befides the confularis, tile corrector, or the prtefes, 
appointed^ not only in the principal cities, *>ut in each final! 
town and village, inferior mugillrates of known integrity, 
who were to ad min liter juftice, and lave thole who had 
law-fuits the trouble and expenee of recurring to tfce gover¬ 
nor of the whole province c , no appeals to dittant tribunals 
being allowed, but m matters of thegrcatcll importance, or 
in cafes of manifdl injuftiee ll . Thus ItSly, from the do¬ 
minion of the Romans, fell under that of the Goths, almolfc 
without perceiving the change. 


SECT. III. 

The ancient State of the Vandals, till they fettled in Spain 
and Aj) ka * 

^J'HE Vandals were originally a Gothic nation ; for Pro- The origin 
copius, who could not he a ftranger to their defeent, °t the 
being well acquainted with Gclomir their king, and the yan <tah. 
other Vandals, who were brought prifoners to Conflantino- 
plc in the reign of Juftinian, tells us, in exprefs terms, 
that-the Goths and Vandals were the fame people, tlif- 
bnguilhed in names, but agreeing in their origin and man¬ 
ners c . He adds, that they fpoke the Gothic language, as 
did Iikewife the Gepidte, Lombards, ‘Burgundians, and 
• Alans. They were called Vandals, from the Gothic word Their 
t/anclelen, which fignilies to wander, becaufe they often fame. 
changed thefr fituations, wandering from one country to 
another f . They are fuppofed to have come originally out 
°f Scandinavia with the other Goths, under the command 
°f king Eric, of whom we have fpoken in the foregoing 
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fe&ion, and to have fettled in the countries now known by 
the names qf Mecklenburgh and Bftndenburg. Several 
ages after, another colony of the Goths, leaving Scandina- 
viadinder the condudl of king Bej-ig, fettled in Pomerania, 
after having driven out the Rugians, by Jornandes called 
Ulmerugians, At the fame time Berig fubdued the Van-'’ 
dais inhabiting thofe countries; but, inilead of driving them 
from their ancient habitations, he only obliged them, as 
they were a Gpthic nation, Vo fhare their territories with 
the*new-comers 8 . In the reign of Auguflus, part of the 
Vandals, ftraitened in tlicir'bwn,country for want of room, 
fettled on the banks of the Rhine ; but were driven from 
thence by Tiberius and Drufus, and obliged to return bojpe. 
Vhird!/- As their country was overlooked with people, great 
numbers of them loon left it again, and taking'their route 
eaftward, entered the country lying between the Bofporus 
CimmeAus and the Tanais, inhabited at that time by the 
Sclavi, whom they drove out, and feizing on their coun¬ 
try, took the name of the ancient inhabitants, calling them- 
felves Sclavi. Some of thefe, fevcral ages after, in the 
reign of Mauritius, which began in 586, fettled in Dalma¬ 
tia and Ulyricum, which from them were called Sclavo- 
nia rh . Others fettled themfdves in the calkin parts of 
Dacia beyond the Danube, which province comprehended 
the prefent countries of Tranfylvania, Moldavia, Wallachia, 
and the eaftern parts of Upper Hungary. From thofe who 
remained in Germany, the prefent Poles and Bohemians 
are faid by moll writers to derive their origin : but the Van¬ 
dals, who, under Godegefilus their king entered Gaul, and 
afterwards fettled in Spain and Africa, came, according to 
Procopius', from Dacia, and the neighbourhood of the 
Palus Mieotis. As the Vandals were a Gothic nation, the 
fame cuiloms, manners, religion, and form of government 
prevailed among them as among the Goths, 
nriir 1 hey had, without doubt, their own kings long before 

Mags- they were known to the Romans ; but Godegefilusj under 
whofe command they entered Gaul in 406, is the firlt of 
their princes, whom we find mentioned in hillory. He 
was fucceeded by Gundejic, who, in 409, from Gaul pafled" 
into Spain, and fettled in Galicia. Genferic reigned next, 
who abandoning Spain in 428, paffed-with his Vandals into 
Africa, which the Vandals held under the following kings, 
Hunneric, Gundamund, Thrafamund, Genferic II. and 
Gelimer, till the year 533, when an end was put to their 

g Jorn. Rer. Goth. cap. 4. h Vide Olaum Rudbeck. Atlant. 
par. i. cap. 14. & Joan Marian, lib. v, cap 1. * Procop. 
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Bclifarius, and Africa reunited to the emptrd. 
leaking «f the Vandals^ fays, th»t they were' 
excelJed- by-ail the other barbarous nations both in power 
and courage 5 but neverthglefs made themfelves mafters.of 
the bed arid molt fertile provinces of the empire k . They 
embraced the Chriftian religion at the fame time that the 
Goths were converted ; but held, like the other Gothic na¬ 
tions, the tenets of Anus, and were irreconcileabic enemies 
to the catholic church. SalviAt, howcvcT, extols their con¬ 
tinence ami challity. • 

They firlt began to be troublesome to the Romans in the 
reign of M. Aurelius and Lucius Vcrus about the year 166, 
when entering into an alliance with other barbarous nations, 
nattfely, the Maicomans, the Narifchi.ins, ^ie Hermundu- 
ri.ms, Quadlans, Suevians, Sarmatians, Viclovaiians, Roxo- 
lanians, Raflarnians, Coftobochians, Alans, and lazygians, 
they made an irruption into the empire, took and plundered 
feveral cities, and having put to flight the Roman armies 
fent againlt them, every-wbere committed unparalleled ra¬ 
vages. Of'this war, which is compared by the ancients to 
the Funic and Cimbrian wars, we have fpoken in our R.O- 
man hiflory. 1 

On*this occafion the Marcomatis arfH Vandals mfltle 
themfelves mailers of Pannonia, after having defeated and 
killed Furius Vidlorinus, the prefellus prtetorio, who, with 
a numerous army, attempted t# put a flop to their incur- 
iions k They continued in Pannonia till the year 170, 
when they were driven out by M. Aurelius, who purfued 
them to the Danube, and cut off great numbers as they 
were palling that river. They entered afterwards into an 
alliance with the Romans; for one of the articles of the 
peace concluded in 180, between the emperor Commodus 
and the Alemans was, that they fhould not make war upon 
the Vandals m . In the year 215, a war waskindled between 
them and the MarcOmans ? for Caracalla ufed to glory in 
his having fet at variance thefe two nations, which till then 
had lived in peace and amity with each other. 

In the fecond year of Aurelian’s reign,* while the empe- 
#or was engaged in a war with feveral German nations, who 
had entered Italy, the Vandals, having paffed the Danube 
under the command of two of their kings, and feveral other 
princes, laid wade the neighbouring provinces. In confe- 
quence of this irruption, Aurelian, having gained a com¬ 
plete victory over the Germans, led his army againft the 
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Van-dais, vhe, upon the news of his approach, retired wkn 
great precipitation. The emperor, however, purfued and 
overtook them before they reached the Danube, cut great 
nujnbers of them in pieces, and obliged the reft to fue 
for peace ; which he readily granted, upon their deliver¬ 
ing to him, as hoftages, the fons of their two kings, an«h 
fjeveral other perfons of great diftin&ion. He incorporated 
two thoufimd of their beft men aniongft his own troops, and 
ordered the reft td be fupplied with provifions at the public 
w: expence, till they reached the Danube 

mfierhii They continued quiet during {he remainder of Aurclian’s 
they reign but they no fooner received the news of his death 
ftitr Caul-, than, entering into an alliance with the Lygians, Franks, 
and Burgundians, they advanced as far as the R.hine ; °and 
having without oppofition crofted that river, erf'iercd Gaul, 
and made tbemfelves mailers of almoft the whole country, 
which they held for the fpace of two years, when Probus, 
who bad fucceeded Tacitus, marching againft them, de¬ 
feated them in fevcral battles. Mod of the Lygians were 
cut off, and their king Semno taken prifoner; but he was 
fbon after fet at liberty, in virtue of a .treaty, by which the 
Lygians, after having reftored the booty, and difmiffed the 
prisoners they hah taken, folemnly promlfed notouly'to live 
in amity with the Romans, but to guard the confines of the 
empire againft the other Barbarians who fhould attempt to 
invade it ®. The Vandals.and Burgundians retired at the 
approach of the Roman army, and having crofted the Rhine 
before Probus could overtake them, encamped on the banks 
Yr. of FT. of that river. However, being provoked by the infults and 
’■ *** 5 - raillery of the Roman foldiers encamped on the eppofite 
u *‘ ' z77 " bank, they attempted to repafs the river, with a defign to 
\ u , reu j vt give them battle ; but the Romans, falling upon the firfl 
>4great de- that landed, flew a confiderable number, took many pri- 
■J.eat from foners, and drove the reft, who were haftening to the af- 
frohut. flftance of their companions, back fhto the Tiver, where 
moft of them perifhed. The emperor was preparing to pals 
the Rhine, in order to purfue the ftiattered remains of their 
army; but, upori their fuing,.for peace, and promifing 
■fend back all the prifoners and booty they had taken, ha 
agreed to let them-retire unmolefted. This promife they 
did not perform with due fidelity ; a breach of faith which 
fo provoked the emperor* that crofling the Rhine, he fell 
upon them as they were retiring, put many of them to the 
-fword, and took a great number of prifoners, among whom 
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Was Igillus, their king, with other perfons of great diftinc- 
tion. Thefe were afterwards fent by Probus into Britain, 
and are fuppofed to have fettled in the neighbourhood of 
Cambridge, where, according to Bucherius, they gave qjtme 
to the village of Vandelfburg p. 

Probus finding, on his return from Perfia, the province Somt tf 
of Thrace almoit depopulated, allowed a great number of thtm al. 
Baitarnx, a Scythian nation, to fettle there. He likewife larl '-'' d <• 
granted lands in the fame prftvince to the Gepidx, the Ju- 
thungians, and the Vandals. The Balfarnae continued ra 
faithful to the empire, aqd by»degrees brought themfelves 
to live after the Roman manner but tjie other nations re¬ 
volting, while the emperor’s troops were employed againft. 
Salurninus and Proculus, the former of whom had afl'umed 
the purpl? in Egypt, and the latter in Gaul, over-ran the 
whole empire, committing every-wherc dreadful ravages, 
to the great difhonour of the Roman name : buP Probus, 
having overcome the two ufurpers, marched all his forces 
againlt the Barbarians s and in leveral battles, the particu¬ 
lars of wlrich are unknown to us, mad» fuch a dreadful 
havock amongft them, that few of thofe who had entered 
the Roman dominions had the good fortune to efcape thg 
gendlal carnage *. • • 

No farther mention is made of the Vandals till the eighth 
of Dioclefian’s reign, when we find them engaged in a 
war with the Goths. The Taifalx aflifted the Goths, and 
the Gepidas joined the Vandals ; but as the Romans were 
concerned in this war, authors only tell us, in general terms, 
that it was carried on with great vigour; and that the Bar¬ 
barians were fo weakened by it, that, for a confiderable 
time, they fufiered the Romati3 to live in peace. As for 
the Vandals, they feem to have continued in a ftate of tran¬ 
quility till the twelfth of Honorius’s reign, when, infti- Yr. ofFJ, 
gated by Stilicho, whoTioped, by their means, to raife his A 
fon Eucherius to the empire, they broke into Gaul with ... r - 

the Alans and Suevians. The Vandals, in attempting to qkfy brt rf 
crofs the Rhine, were attacked by the franks, who cut into GtuU 
twenty thoufand of them in pieces, witB their king Godi- 
gifcles, and would have put them all to the fword, had not 
the Alans and Suevians come feafonably to their relief. 

Thefe joining the Vandals, obliged the Franks to retire, 
and crofiing without oppofition the Rhine, entered Gaul r . 

They firft ravaged Germania Prima, took by ftorm and 
razed the city of Mentz, the metropolis of that province. 
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! Frnfh Germania Prima they pafled into Gallia Belgica, atwl 

frdm thence^into Aquitain, the mod'’fertile and opulent 
province of all Gaul, Having advanced to the Pyrenean 
mountains, which they did not at firft: venture to pal's, they 
over-ran all the neighbouring provinces, committing every¬ 
where unparalled ravages. The Vandals, Alans, and Sue¬ 
vians were foon joined by the Burgundians, and other bar¬ 
barous nations, excited partly by Stilicho, partly by a de¬ 
fire of booty, and Viopes of enriching themfelves with the 
t*s fpoils of fo many wealthy provinces *. 

JCenflantine In the mean time Conlhmtine being proclaimed emperor 
by the Britilli legions, from Britain palled over into Gau), 
thtpi to Jut taking with h im all the Roman forces quartered in the 
far peace- an j the,.fiower of the Britifh youth, who were 

joined, foon after his landing at Bologne, bv Vhe^Roman 
troops quartered in Gaul: with thefe he defeated the Van¬ 
dals amh other Barbarians, in feveral battles; and at length 
reduced them to fuch diftrefs, that they were forced to l'ue 
for peace; which he granted, without obliging them to 
quit Gaul, probably becaufe he hoped to maintain himfelf, 
by their means, in the power he had ufurped. Soon after 
^Geronicus, to whom Conftans, the fon of Conftantine, had 
committed the government of Spain, revolting upon fame 
difguft, and fetting up ©ne Maximus for emperor, the Van¬ 
dals, Alans, and Suevians, flew to arms, probably at the 
mitigation of the ufurper, a«d made themfelves mailers of 
feveral cities in Gaul. The natives, expending no relief 
either from Honorius or Conftantine, refolved to defend 
themfelves; and accordingly uniting their forces, they 
fell upon the Barbarians, and defeated them in feveral 
Ikirmilhes. The Barbarians, meeting with greater oppofi- 
tion than they expected, and at the fame time being made 
acquainted with the diftra£led ftate of Spain, which was 
reprefented to them as wealthy and fruitful, refolved to try 
whether they could make a fettlement in that country. 
With this defign they directed' their march towards the Py¬ 
renees, which they pafled without oppofition, the guards 
who had been phfeed there, either abandoning tlmir polls 
at the approach of fuch multitudes, or joining them, inn 
order to avoid the puniflunent due to the ravages they had 
committed in thofe provinces before their arrival 

Thus the Vandals, Suevians, and Alans firft entered 
Spain in 409, according to fonie on the 28th of September, 
according to others on the 13th of October". They foon 
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rnade themfelves mafters of feveral cities and ftrong-hulds, y r . of F 
defeated the troops \#hich Conftantine had detached under *757 • 
the command of bis fon Conftans, to fupprefs the rebellion A.D. 4«J 
of Geronicus ; and before.the end of the year 410, oblijjed r “ 
Conftans himfelf to abandon the country, and retire to liis 
father at Arles v . As for Geroncius, he entered into a kind 
of alliance with them againft their common enemy Con¬ 
ftantine x . And now the Barbarians, having no enemy to 
oppofe them, over-ran the whole country v. m 

They allowed fuch of the natives as defired to abandon 
the country, to retire unrrsolcftjd ; and, for a fmall fum, 
they conducted them to fuch places of fafety as they thought 
proper to choofc. Idatius, who was about this time hilltop 
of a city in Spain, deferibes at large the calamities fuffered 
on this ticcafion by that unhappy people. He fays, that the The un, 
country was ravaged on one fide bv the Bulgarians, and on happy con 
the other by a dreadful plague, which fwept off great nuin- °f 
bers 1 ; that befides thefe two evils, fo great a famine raged, 
that many^ were reduced to the neceffity of feeding upon 
human flefli; that parents, preffed by lAtnger, devoured 
their own children ; and that the wild-beafts, aecuftomed to 
live iyion the dead bodies of thofe who were killed by th<i 
Barbarians or died of the plague, being deprived of fhat 
food, fell upon the living, and matte a dreadful havock of 
the country people in the fields and villages. To thefe ca¬ 
lamities was added, fays our author, the cruelty of the fol- 
diers and officers, who being employed by Conftantine to 
levy the taxes, feized and carried off the effects and wealth 
of the inhabitants, who had conveyed them into towns as 
places of fafety. Such was the deplorable condition to 
■which the provinces of Spain were reduced by the Vandals, 

Suevians, and Alans, upon their firft entering that coun- __ 

try; and in this ftate they continued from the year 406 to viani,'di- 
411* when heaven, fays Idatius, infpiring the Barbarians vide tht- 
with thoughts of peace, they began to prefer agriculture to p<yvmci) 
war. Having therefore divided by lot the provinces of “iff** 
Spain, they applied themfclvcs to works of agriculture. ‘them. 

In that divifion Galicia was given to the Vandals and 
Suevians, the former having Gonderic, who had fucceeded 
Godigifcles, for their king, and the latter Ermcric ; Lu- 
fitnnia, and the province of Cartlragena, fell to the Alans ; 

Bartica to the Vandals called Silingians, who are fuppofed 
to have given to their portion the name of Vandalufia, 
changed afterwards into that of Andaiufia". The natives 
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who had efcaped the general Daughter, and taken refuge in 
the fortified places, fubmitted to the Barbarians, who touch¬ 
ing the holyjfeook of the gofpt Is, fwore that they would treat 
them for the future as their friends and allies ; which oath 
they obferved fo religioufly, that' many Romans chofe to 
live in poverty under the Barbarians, rather than to return* 
into the dominions of the empire. However, the, inha¬ 
bitants of Galicia maintained their liberty, and formed a 
feparate ftate ip a corner of that province, where they were 
eftetn attacked hy Ermeric king of the Sueviatis, who at 
length fufFered them to liii? in peace, being feized with a 
diftemper of which he languished the feven lafl years of the 
fourteen he reigned b . Pope Leo obferves, that the ca¬ 
tholic church Differed greatly by this irruption of the Bar¬ 
barians, who would not Differ the civil and edclefiaftical 
laws ena£led againft heretics, efpecially the Prifcillianifts, 
to be put in execution. On the other hand, the bifhops 
not meeting and holding councils, as ufual, the followers 
of Prifcillian, who till that time had been obliged to keep 
themfelves concealed, began publicly to own their tenets, 
and gained over a great many profelytes e . 

In the year 416 Vallia, king of the Goths in Gaul, hav¬ 
ing concluded a petce with the Romans, undertook tolirive 
the Barbarians out of Spain ; an enterprize which gave rife 
to a war of which we know but very few particulars. In 
422 the emperor Ifonorius, ..informed of the low condition 
to which the Vandals had been reduced by the Goths under 
the conduct of Vallia, refolved to attempt the recovery of 
the provinces retained by them in Spain. With this view 
he ordered Caflinus, general of the foot, and captain of 
the guards, to march againft them, at the head of a confi- 
derahle army. Caftinus defeated them in feveral encoun¬ 
ters, and reduced them to fuch difficulties, that they began 
to think of abandoning the country which they had fei»d ; 
but the Roman general having, in the meantime, unfeafon- 
ably rilked an engagement, twenty thoufand of his troops 
were cut in pieces ; and he was obliged, with the poor re¬ 
mains of his fliatteised army, to take refuge in the city of 
Tarraco d . After this vi&ory the Vandals made themfelves 
mailers of Seville. Having firmly eftahliffied their domi- 
minion in Andalufia, they ravaged the neighbouring pro¬ 
vinces, almoft rieftroyed the city of Carthagena, and palling 
over into the Balearic iflands, committed horrid ravages, 
carrying back with them into Spain an imxncnfe booty, an<f 

» Ifidor. Chron. * « Leo, ep. xv. p. 449. < Greg. Turr, 
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an Incredible number of captives. Not long after this ex¬ 
pedition the Vandal^and Suevians quarrelling, Gonderic, 
king ofthe Vandals, gained great advantages <wer Ermeric, 
king of the Suevians, whom he obliged to fly for refuge to 
the mountains of Bifcay, and there kept him and his people 
blocked up : but in the mean time Afterius, count of Spain, 
“and the vicar Maurocelus, falling unexpeifledly upon Gon- 
deric, cut great numbers of his men in pieces, and obliged 
the reft to abandon Bifcay and Galicia, jnd retire into An- 
dalufla. Gonderic, on his return to Seville, took the chqrch 
from the catholics, and gave it to the Arians; in confe¬ 
rence of which facrilegt, being immediately poffefled, 
fays Idatius, and tormented with an evil fpirit, he perifhed 
in a miferable manner '. 

Gon^er*: left fcvcral fons ; but was neve%thelefs fucceed- 
edby his brother, called by the ancients Gaiferic, Geiferic, 
and Gizeric, but now commonly known by the jiame of 
Genferic. Procopius maintains, that he was the natural 
fon of Godigifcles, killed by the Pranks in 406 ; and Si- 
donius fays he was the fon of a king, hut that his mother 
was a Have f . He renounced the Catholic faith, which he 
firft profefled, to embrace the doftrine of Arius, maintained 
by the Vandals his countrymen ? . Hf was remarkably 
brave and courageous, fkilled in the art of war, being, from 
his infancy, inured to the hardfhip*s and toils attending a 
military life *. Before his accelfton to the crown, he was 
well known to the Homans by fhe many advantages he had 
gained over them in Spain 1 the victory over Caftinus in 
422, was no lets owing to his bravery than to the rafh con¬ 
duct of the Roman general; aud chiefly by his means the 
Suevians in Spain were reduced to the loweft ebb of for¬ 
tune. Upon his arrival in Africa, he caufed the wife of 
the deceafed king to be drowned in the river Amfachus, and 
foon, after put all her children to death, to prevent the dis¬ 
turbances they might have raifed by their pretenfions to the 
crown J . Genferic had fcarce taken pofleflion of the throne, 
wfypn he wa6 invited over into Africa by count Bonifacius, 
who commanded the Roman troops in thjt province. Botii- 
facius had ferved the empire with the utmoft fidelity, and, 
on that account, had been raifed* by the emprefs Placidia 
to the higheft honours, and dent with an unlimited power 
into Africa ; which province he had defended with great 
bravery againft the repeated attempts of the ufurper John. 

« Idat. Chron. p. 17. r Sid. Car. ii. & v. p. 300. 310. ! Mat. 

p. 17. h Procop. p. 184. 1 Via. Vitenf. dePerfecut. Van¬ 

dal lib. ii. p. 11. Malah. Leg. p. 959. 
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Hi*, rife caufejl great jealoufy in his rival Aetlus, who 
found means to perfuade Plaeidia, that,Bonifacius had pre- 
fcrved AfricS for himfelf, and only waited an opportunity 
of pulling off the mafk, and eftablifhing an independent 
fo\%reignty. Plaeidia, giving entire credit to the inlinua- 
tions of Aetius, whom {lie oid, notin the lead; .miflruft,. 
declared Bonifacius a public enemy, and difpatcbed a flrong 
body of troops againit him. Bonifacius, finding the em- 
prefs determined upon his rwin, and himfelf not in a con¬ 
dition to contend with the whole flrength of the empire, 
had recourfe to Genferic k^jig of the Vandals, who, at this 
time, peaceably poffeffed the province of Andalufia. 

The treaty being* agreed to, Genferic made the neccffary 
preparations for fo important an expedition. The Barba¬ 
rians had no v£ffels, neither did they know hdw' so make 
life of them ; but thofe who employed them took care to 
fupply tjiem with every thing they wanted. When the ne- 
ceffary veffels were prepared, and the Vandals upon the 
point of embarking, Genferic was informed, that Hermi- 
.„ jgarius, a celebrated commander of the Suevians, was ra- 

Jtie g. feats voging the neighbouring provinces. Genferic, putting 
Suevi- himfelf at the head of a cbofen body of troops, went in 
of the enemy ; and, engaging them in Lufitania' gave 
them a total overthrow^ Hermigarius their leader attempt¬ 
ed to make his efcape ; but was drowned in eroding the 
river Guadiana near Merida k . Idatius confiders his death 
as a punifhment infli&ed upon him for fpeaking contemptu- 
oufly of St. Eulalia, and pillaging the city of Merida, 
where the body of that faint was kept and revered. 

From this expedition Genferic returned to the place where 
the veffels were kept in readinefs for his embarkation. 
There he had ordered, before his departure, all the Van¬ 
dals to affemble, with their wives, children, and effects. 
Having, upon his return, commanded them to go on board, 
fVr. of FI. he put to fea in the month of May in the year 428 ; andj< 
abandoning Spain, croffed the Streights of Gibraltar, and 
4 * 8 landed in Africa *. The Romans again took poffeffion of 
Ihe Par- the provinces whiah the Vandals had abandoned, and pof- 
' Mt abaa- felled them till they were driven out by the Suevians, as 
fj ion Spam, the Suevians were in their turn by the Goths. Genferic. 
jV, pretended, that his army amounted to eighty thoufancl 

ftrong; but in that number he muft have comprifed the 
old men, the children, and even the flaves m . In the mean 
time Plaeidia, having difeovered the true caufe of the re- 
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volt of Bonifacius, wrote an obliging lette^ a {Turing him 
of her favour and j»rote£fion for the futtfrg, exhorting 
him to return to his duty, and exert his ufual. zeal for the 
welfare of the empire, by driving out the Barbarians, whom 
the malice of his enemies fiad obliged him to call in, for^iis 
»wn fafety and prefervation. This talk Boftifacius readily 
undertook, offering them confiderable fums, provided they . 
quitted Africa, and returned to Spain. 

But the Vandals, already fnallers of* the greater part Tkrygat* 
of Africa, firft returned him a contemptuous, anfwer ; *nd ftveral 
then, falling unexpectedly, upot him, cut moll of his men viOtritt- 1 
in pieces, and obliged Bonifacius himfe^f to take refuge in 4 

Hippo ; which place they in re lied in the month of May 
430, about three months before the de^tji of St. Aullin 
biihep #f tflat city. The frege lafted about lourteen months, 
at the expiration of which the Vandals were forced, by a 
famine that began to rage in their camp, to relincmifh the 
enterprize, and retire n . Soon after their retreat, Bonifa¬ 
cius having received two reinforcements, one from Rome, 
and the other from Conlhtntinople, undar the conduct of 
the celebrated Afpar, a resolution was taken by the Roman 
generals to offer the enemy battle. The Vandals readily 
acceding the challenge, a bloody engagement etifuedj in 
which the Romans were totally defeated by the Barbarians, 
who made an incredible number of captives, and obliged 
the reft to take {belter among.the rocks and mountains. 


Among the prifoners was M.ircian, then affeffor to Afpar, 
and afterwards emperor. Afpar, who commanded the 
eaftern troops, efcaped with difficulty out of Africa, and 
returned to Conftantinoplc. Bonifacius repaired u’ith all 
fpeed to Italy, being called thither by theernprefs Placidia. 

Upon their departure, the Barbarians over-ran all Africa, 
committing every where moil- dreadful ravages. Thefe 
ffruck the inhabitants of Hippo with fuch terror, that they 
abandoned their city, which was firlt plundered, and then 
fet on fire by the victorious enemy ; fo that Cirtha and Car¬ 
thage were the only two ftrong places in Africa ftill pof- 
feffed by the Romans °. * 

About the fame time Genferic made feveral attempts Yr. of f&t 
upon .Sicily; but was conftantlf repulfed by Cafliodore, * 7 *J» • 

great-grandfather to the celebrated fenaior of the farrife ‘ * ***' 
name p. At length a peace was concluded between Valen- Q tn j tr j c 
tinian and Genferic 11 : wbofe moderation is greatly ex- conclude*^* 
tolled by Procopius r : but other writers aferibe his making peatt ■uiith, 

» Procop. Bell. Vand. lib. i. cap. 3. p. 185- Vit. S. Aug. mam T: 
P Salv. Gub, lib. vii. p, 141, 14a. p Cafliod. lib, i. ep. 4. p. 4, ‘ 

a Profp. Chron. 1 Procop. cap. 1. p. 38S. 
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peace rslth the|lomans, not to his moderation, but to the 
apprehenfiott bd.was Mt>der of being attacked by the united 
forces of both empires. Be that as it may, the Romans 
ceded,to bird part of Numidia, the province Proconfularis, 
and likewise Byzacene. Profpev writes, that, for thefe 
provinces, Genferic was to pay a yearly tribute to the em¬ 
peror of the E&ft. He delivered to the Romans his fon” 
Munneric by way of hoftage j but fo great was the confi¬ 
dence they placed i/v Genferic,, that, feme time after, they 
fent,bim back his fon ; of which generofity they had foon 
occafion to repentfor four years after, the Romans being 
engaged in a war with the Goths’in Gaul, Genferic feizing 
' that opportunity, furprifed the city of Carthage on the 
twenty-third of October ; by the taking of which place, the 
Vandals remain Al matters of the Proconfularis*.of Byza¬ 
cene, Gaetulia, and part of Numidia *. However, valen- 
tinian maintained, as long as he lived, the^ther provinces 
of Africa, though reduced to a moft deplorable condition. 
Thefe were the two Mauritanias, called Ctefarienfis and 
Sitifenfis, with Tripolitana, Tingitana, and that part of 
Numidia in whief) Cirtha flood. Thus Carthage fell under 
the power of the Vandals, after it had belonged to the Ro¬ 
mans for the fpace^of five hundred and eighty-five years 
When intelligence of the taking of Carthage by the Van¬ 
dals was brought to Rome, Valentinian, apprehenfive that 
they would foon make fome attempt upon Italy itfelf, order¬ 
ed the walls,, towers, and gates of all the cities on the coaft 
to be repaired. The governor of Rome was ftridtiy enjoin¬ 
ed to put that city in a ftate of defence againft any fudden 
attack, and empowered to oblige all the inhabitants, with¬ 
out diftinefion, to aflift in the work. Levies were made, 
and guards placed cm the walls, and at the gates. In the 
year 440 the Roman people received intelligence of Genfe- 
ric’s having failed from Carthage with a powerful fleet; but 
were {till unacquainted with his defign. In confequence of 
this information, Valentinian publifhed a law, granting to 
all ranks of people the liberty of taking arms, to defend 
themfelves againft the common enemy. By the fame law 
he grants whatever they fhall take from the Vandals, and 
exhorts them,, to a£t on tfcis occafion with the courage of 
trjli'&otnaiM, and with that, moderation and juftice that 
S*§ome men,o£ honour. He adds, that an army, deftined 
by Theodofins for the defence of Italy, was in full march ; 
and ijhat Aetius would foon arrive from Gaul, at the head of 
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another army. Several bodies of troops were placed, at 
proper diftances, nliyig the coaft, under the conduft of Si- 
gifvult, a Goth ; and the people ordered to be in readinefs 
to take arms upon the firft alarm. Notwithftanding all He ra- 
thefe precautions, Genferlc, in the month of June, made a Sit 
ylefcent upon Sicily : meeting with little refiftance, he ra- C,, J' 
vaged the open country, and even befieged Palermo ; but 
not being able to reduce the place, returned to Africa 
with an immenfe booty* 

Genferic being now become formidable td both empires, 
Tbeodofius refolvcd to affift Vabyitinian, his coufin and fon- 
in law, againft fo powerful an enemy. Accordingly, he fit¬ 
ted out a fleet confifting of eleven hundred large fhips ; and, 
embarking the flower of his army under th| conduftof Ar- 
covindarc, ^infiius, and Germanus, he ordered them to land* 
in Africa, that they might join the Weftern forces, and 
drive Genferic out of the countries he had ufurped : but 
Genfericpretending, in the mean time, to be defirous of con¬ 
cluding a peace with both empires, the Roman generals 
waited on fhe coaft of Sicily the refult of .the negotiations, 
till the feafon proper for a£tion was elapfed. In the follow¬ 
ing year, the Hunns breaking into Thrace and Illyricum, 
TheoSofius was obliged to recall his fofees, and Valenti- 
nian to conclude a peace with Gegferic, which he could Valentinus, 
not obtain, but by furrendering all the countries in Africa yuUs u H 
which be had feized ". Sorry; years after Eudoxia, the -\ 

, widow of Valentinian III. being forced, by the ufurper tries he tad 
Maximus, who had murdered her hufband, to marry him , feized. 
in order to revenge this affront, difpatched a faithful mef- 
fenger to Genferic, conjuring him to revenge the death of 
his friend and ally Valentinian, and refeue her out of the 
arms of a tyrant, who had embrued his h inds in the blood 
of her hufband As the emprefs affured him, that he 
would meet with little refiftance in Italy, and at the fame 
time promifed to affift him to the utmoft of her power, he 
embraced, with, great joy, fo favourable an opportunity of 
enriching faimfelf with the fpoilsof fuch a wealthy country; Yr. of PJ, 
and, putting to fea without delay, fleeted his courfe im- »**S- 
•mediately to Rome, which he took and plundered, as we A - ■ L) - ♦tfe 
have related at large in a former Volume. Aajongft other c „r tr d^\ 
per/bna of great diilin£lion, Genferic carried with him over takes *mi 
into Africa the emprefs Eudoxia, her two daughters Pla- plunder*.'. 
cidia and Eudocia, and Gaudentius the fon of Aetius. 

Marcien, who fucceeded Maximus, difpatched ambafihdore 
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to Ge|jjferic,‘ ea|ne(lTy entreating him to fuller the emprefs,- 
and two £>rinceflTes her daughters, »o return to Home ; 
but t&slending a deaf ear to his entreaties, kept them till 
the f year 462, when he fent back Eudoxia, with her fecotid 
daughter Placitlia, to Leo, the fucceflor of Marcian ; but 
detained Eudocia, and married her to Hunneric, his elddb> 
(bn, who had by her Hildcric, afterwards king of the Van¬ 
dals in Africa *. 

r Genferic, upon Ris return fo Africa, fubdued the coun¬ 
tries that were 'hill in the hands of the Romans. Avitus, 
who had fucceeded Valentinian J.II. difpatched ambafladors 
to him, reminding frim of the treaty be had concluded with 
the empire, and threatening, if he did not obferve the ar¬ 
ticles of that convention, to make war upon him, not only 
fwith his own forces, but with thofe likewife of" hi*., allies, 
meaning the Vifigoths, that were ready to embark, and pafs 
over intf. Africa. Accordingly, he fent a numerous fleet to 
Sicily, under the conduct of lticimer, with orders to keep 
themfclves in readinefs for fea upon the firil notice s : hut 
Genferic, without the leaft regard to the emperor’s remon- 
ftrances or threats, failed from Carthage with a fleet of lixty 
fhips, having on board a great number of land-forces, and 
Shaped his courfe‘‘towards Corfica, it being yet a lecret, 
whether he defigned toanake a defeent upon Italy or Gaul. 
But Ricimer no (boner heard he had put to fca, than he too 
weighed anchor; and furptifing him near Corfica, defeated 
him entirely *. 

However, he returned foon after with a more numerous 
fleet; and making a defeent on the coaft of Italy, carried 
/ off unmolefted an immenfe booty, and a great number of 
captives. Marcian, emperor of the Eaft, pitying the con¬ 
dition to which Eudoxia and her two daughters were re¬ 
duced, difpatched ambafladors to him, earneftly entreating 
him to fend back the three princeffes, and to forbear ra¬ 
vaging the lands of the empire, purfuant to the treaties he 
had concluded with the emperor of the Weft. Genferic 
heard the ambafladors, but difmifled them without any an- 
fwer. Upon theif return Marcian, imagining that an Arian 
might fpeak with more liberty to a prince of that perfua- 
fionj wrote 3 letter to him with his own hand, and charged 
Bleda, a bifhop of that fe£t,-to deliver it. Bleda, finding 
he could obtain nothing by prayers and entreaties, boldly 
declared, that he ought not to fufter himfelf to be fo blinded 
hy ttjjB'fuccefs thachad hitherto attended him, as not to re- 

.. x Pi'pcop, ;8*W. V*nd. iih. S. cap. 9. p- 155. Theoph. p. 93. 
rfsifv. legat p.6j, , * * Idat. p. 34. Via. Vitenf. p. 3*. 
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fle£t on the danger to which he expofed tjmfelf, by prow 
voking fuch a warlikqaprince as Marcian. Cfenferic liftened 
with "patience ; but refuted to comply with e'ther of the 
emperor’s requefts *. 

Avitus, emperor of the Weft, who had fucceeded Vnlen- 
linian III. being depoied after a Ihort reign, Majorianus 
was cbofen in his room. In the beginning of that prince’s 
reign, the Vandals made a defccnt on the coaft of Campa¬ 
nia ; but the Romans attacking them while they were plun- fit Pa** 
dering the country, put great numbcis to th^fword, among • 

whom was the brother-in-jpw o£ Genferic, and obliged the 
reft to abandon their booty, and take refuge on board their m/tm ; 
fleet b . Majorianus, not fatisficd with this trifling advan- Majeria--. 
tng£, refolved to pafs over into Africa, anc^attempt the re- re- £ 
covery *f ftofe wealthy provinces. With this view he af- I o!n ' es ,9 f it 
femblcd a fleet, confifting of three hundred vefiels, hired a Africa. 
great number of troops of the Barbarians, who •lived in .-si 

amity with the empire, and made other neceflary prepara¬ 
tions for fo arduous an undertaking; the Gauls, though 
greatly exh’aufted by heavy impofts, contributing with joy 
towards the expence of the expedition. Four years were 
employed in making the neceflary preparations for driving 
the V*andals out of Africa. At length, In the year 460, y r . of Fh 
Majorianus leaving Arles, where he.then refilled, began his 1S08. ■«. 
march towards Spain, which he entered in the month of A - D - ■*•?» 
May, with a defign to crofs ove/from.thence into Africa'. 1 
The Romans did not in the leaft doubt of fuccefs, having 
Majorianus for their leader ; and the Vandals, dreading the 
blue of a war under the condu£l of fo renowned a com¬ 
mander, did every thing in their power to avoid it. Gen- 
ieric fent ambaffadors with propofals for concluding a peace 
with the empire, which he promifed to obferve with the ut- 
moft fidelity; but thefe being rejefted by the emperor, he 
ravaged all Mauritania, and even poifoned the waters, be¬ 
ing informed, that Majorianus defigned to land there, and 
thence march to Carthage. 

In the mean time, the Roman fleet being afiembled in His fleet 
the bay of Alicant, and Majorianus retdy to embark, a furpnfed 
fquadron of Genferic’s bell {hips fuddenly appeared, and 
falling upon the Roman veflels’at anchor, funk a great * *’ 
number of them, difabled others, and returned with fome 
in triumph to Africa. This misfortune, which, we are 
told, was owing to the treachery of fome officers on board 
the Roman fleet, difconcerted all the emperor’s meafures, 

* Evagr. lib. ii. cap. 7. p. 49?. 11 Sid. Car- V. p> 1 Ji, 3 * 4 * 

* Marc. Idat. Cbion. Frifc, p 41. 
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Mtd 'pSjjt a ftof td the enterprise. However, Majorianu* 
perfiftkig in his refolution of invading Africa, ordered the 
mpMifcbe* repaired, and in the mean time returned to 
Arle%f»pafs the winter. Genferic, finding the late mifr 
fortune bad not diverted Majorfanus from his former refo- 
ltttion, and dreading the arms and valour of fo great a ge¬ 
neral, offered new propofals, which he at length accepted d . 
Thus a peace was concluded between Majorianus and Gen¬ 
feric ; but the articles of the treaty have not been tratif- 
mitted to us. ' Whatever they were, Genferic did not long 
obferve them ; for he was.no fqpner informed of the death 
of Majorianus, wjjich happened the following year 461, 
than he fent a powerful fleet to pillage the coafts of Sicily 
and Italy, and $ven made himfelf mafter of Sardinia'. * 

. The inhabitants of Italy, being informed thWt Genferic 
was making great preparations to renew his ravages on 
their coafts, had recourfe to Leo, emperor of the Eaft, Se- 
verus, whom Ricimer had raifed to the empire of the Weft, 
being entirely unqualified for that high Itation, and alto¬ 
gether incapable,of prote£ling them againft fo powerful an 
enemy as Genferic. They-earndlly entreated Leo either 
to fupply them with fhips of war, or to mediate for them 
Jjpme kind of acd>mmodation with the king of thd* Van¬ 
dals. Leo declined feuding them any fupplies, which, he 
laid, would be an open breach of the treaties fubfrfting be¬ 
tween Genferic and the emperors of the Eaft; but fent 
umbafiadors into Africa, with propofals for a peace with 
the Weftern empire, earneftly prefling Genferic at the fame 
. time to deliver Eudoxia, and her daughter Placidia. Gen- 
fe^c anfwepcd, that he would hearken to no terms till the 
effe£ls of Valentinian were reftored, which he claimed as 
the portion of Eudocia, that prince’s eldeft daughter, whom 
his fon Hunneri had married. However, be fent back to 
Leo the two princefles, declaring, that he Was willing to 
live in peace with the emperor of the Eaft } but under the 
above mentioned pretences he never foiled, for feme years, 
to make defeents early in the ipring on the coafts of Sicily 
and Italy, pillagiftg the country; but always avoiding to 
engage the Romans, and retiring as foon as their forces ap-» 
pea red Olybrius having foon after married Placidia, 
Genferic took from thence "a new pretence to ravage Italy 
with; more cruelty than ever, declaring, that he woejW wage 
WDteternai war with the Weftern empire, unlefs Olybrius, 

. J|s»tber*t£t-law to his fon, was raifed to the imperial dignity. 

, * Idat. p. 39, 40 Sid.lib. i. ep. it. p. *8. Cufp.jp. 551. • Pro- 
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The inhabitants of Italy had recourfe once wore to the em¬ 
peror Leo, who difyatched the patrician Tatian to Gen- 
feric, injoining him to conclude a peace witfr that prince 
upon any terms; but Genferic would liften to^one. In 
the mean time the empero’r Severus dying, the Rfemans fent 
deputies to Conftantinople, entreating Leo to fend Anthe¬ 
mius into Italy, whom they defigncd to eheiofe emperor. 
Anthemius was a native of Conftantinople, defcended of an 
ancient and illuftrious family*had mariled the daughter of 
the late emperor Marcian, and was at thaf time count of 
the Eaft. Leo immediately corpplied with the requeft of 
the Romans ; fo that Anthemius, arriving in Italy, was 
with one voice chofen emperor, notwithftanding the great 
intfreft made by Genferic in favour of £)Iybrius, Gen¬ 
feric, taiglBy provoked againft Leo for contributing to the 
promotion of Anthemius, fent a powerful fleet, which ra- and like- 
vaged Peloponnefus and the Greek iflands; from»whence %uift Kith 
they carried off a great number of captives s. Leo was no 
fooner informed of thefe devaluations than he difpatched , 

Philarchus'to acquaint Genferic, that, if be did not forbear , 

fuch adts of hoftility, he fhould be obliged to declare war 
againft him, and repel force with force. But Genferic, 
defpiling his menaces, anfwered, that, if Aeo thought proper 
to make war upon him, he fhould not find him unprepared; 
and foon after, to bid him, in a manner, defiance, he fent 
his fleet to ravage the coafts of.Greece and the other mari¬ 
time provinces of the Eaftern empire. A report was fpread 
in Conftantinople, that his fleet had appeared before the 
city of Alexandria, which greatly alarmed the emperor and 
the whole court. But we are told, that the famous ancho¬ 


ret Daniel Stylita, to whom the emperor had recourfe, re¬ 
moved their fears, by alluring them, that the defign of the 
Barbarians would prove abortive ; and that they would 
foon return to Africa, without being able to make them- 
felves matters of Alexandria, or any other place. It hap¬ 
pened as he had foretold ; for the Barbarians, after feveral 


unfuccefsful attempts on Alexandria, and fome other places, 
returned home, without either captives 0 \ booty ,, „ 

Leo refolving, at all events, to revenge the affront offered Yr. of. Ft. 
by Genferic to the eaftern cmpirA, made great preparations * 1 **"^| 
for carrying the war into Africa. Procopius writes, that A * 
on this occafion he expended a hundred and thirty thoufand ^ .Jyg 
pounds weight of gold. Candidus, as quoted by Susdas. great fit,. 
relates, that the prefers contributed fotty-feven thoufand f—fe 
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LtMgoJd towards defraying the charges <Jf this 
ejpliee* feventeen thousand of gold, and fe- 
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Snd of filter, out of Lis privy purfe ; that the 
ig from the fale of confifcated eftates, was em- 
fflRuying up provifions, jfurchafing {hips, and hiring 

f ” Jips; and |hat. Anthemius, emperor of the Weft, a {lifted 
0 to.the, u.tmpft of his power Both with men and money *. 
Jh this. enterprise were employed the choiccft troops of 
'both empires; forfcnot only Anthemius fent very coniider- 
able fupplies both of men and {hips k , but likewife Marcel- 
linus, who had eltabiifhcd^a new fovereignty in Dalmatia : 
that prince commanded in perfon, not only, his own troops, 
but thofe likewifetlv.it were fent by Anthemius emperor of 
the Weft. , . . 

T|te.fame ofbiefe warlike preparations ftruck' tk* whole 
worldi'-Cays Coniiantirie Manafles l , with terror and amaze- 
inent: nothing, continues he, fccmcd capable of refilling fo 
numerous an army, and fo powerful a feet, except gold, 
which no power can oppofe: but as the time appointed by 
Providence for punilhing the Vandals was net ret arrived, 


heaven luffered Leo to commit the who! 


c manage 


merit of 


all .this war .to Bafilifcus, brother to his wile Verina. Bafilifcus 
had gained great advantages over the Barbarians in Thrace, 
Wberehe had commanded as general of that province ; fo 
tlktjvfyyit'h refpect to his military capacity, he fectncd fuf- 
.ficicntly qualified I'or.fo great a command, the more as he 
tinder him John, a perion of extraordinary courage and 
f^perienee 51 : but, on the other hand, Bafilifcus was actuated 
J^ycjtyvo very dangerous pa (Hons, namely, avarice and ambi- 
j$qn. The latter, uyged him eventoafpire to, the fovereignty, 
which he hoped to attain by means of Afpar, who govern¬ 
ed under Leo with almoft abfbluxe power;., but as he pro- 
feiTed the doctrine of Arius, he was’ himfelf, on account 
.of his religion, excluded from the imperial dignity. He had 
lately .quarreled with Leo, and therefore fearing left that 
prince, if lie fubdued the Vandals, {liquid'.by this victory 
be enabled to reduce his power, arid pufifth him, as he de¬ 
ferred, for his arrogance,, he is’ fuppftjfecf to have entered, 
jyntoa private trjjpty with Bafilifcus, pfiamifing to rpife him* 
to thj; thw£j.provided •he fpa.rqd Genferic, for whom he 
might’likewilehave fome regard, as .he poSelTed the fame 
tenets with himfelf. . 
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• The ifland of Sicily ^as appointed the. {lace of general 
rendezvous °. Fron» tHence Marcellinus Vaj to fail for 
Sardinia, whieh the Vandals had lately feized; Heraclius 
of Erieffa, a' brave and experienced officer, was defined 
for Libyan and Bafilifcus*, with the greateft part of the 
fleet, and the flower of the troops, to fleer his courfe to 
Carthage. Purfuant to this plan Marcellinus landed in Sat- Sardinia 
dinia, and reduced that.ifland ; while Heraclius, with the 7 ’ r1 '' 
troops quartered in Fgy,|t, in Thcbais, add Cyrinaica, land- 
jng fuddenly in the province of Tripolitans, reduced Tri- 
polis, and the other cities jn that country. From thence Vamtalu 
he began his march by land, with a defigntojoin Bafilifcus 
at Carthage r. That commander, failing from Sicily, ar- 
rivftl with his fleet at cape Mercury, only fourteen leagues 
from Cwtftige, foon after Genferic had received the dif- 
agreeable news of the lofs of Sardinia and Libya. The ar¬ 
rival of fo formidable a fleet, and the Ioffes he had*already 
fuflained, ftruck him, though a man of great intrepidity, 
with fuch terror, that, believing himfelf irretrievably loll, 
he is faid t6 have had fome thoughts of evacuating Africa, 
and retiring to fome other country ; and indeed, if Bafilif¬ 
cus had marched dire£lly to Carthage, during the panic 
whiclf had feized the Barbarians, he might, in all likeli¬ 
hood, have made himfelf mailer of that city, and put an 
end to the war, by an entire reduction of the country. 

Some authors write, that he had already gained confider- 
able advantages over the fleet of Genferic q . Jornandes fays, 
lie attacked Carthage feveral times by fea ; but either for 
want of Ikill, or becaufe he was willing to favour Genferic, 
his attacks were not fo vigorous as the Barbarians expe£ted \ 
Genferic, recovering from his confternation, fent deputies 
to the Roman admiral, requeuing a truce for five days, to 
fettle the.conditions on which he was to fubmit to Leo *. 
Genferic folicited this truce, hoping a favourable wind 
might fpring up during that time for engaging the Roman 
fleet; for his men were all onboard the fhips of war, which 
were to tow other light and empty vcflels. 

The wind proving as favourable as. Ihe Vandals could fht Ra- 
«wiffi, before the truce was expired, they weighed anchor, ma ” fi ,et 
and drawing near to the Roman ffeet, fet fire to the empty 
fliips, which, being driven among the reft, threw their whole^,,,^ 
navy into the utmoft confufion. While the Romans were’ 
in the utmoft diforder, and employed either in keeping off 
the fire-ihips, or extinguilhing the flames on boajd their 
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own, Ac Vancmis, falling upon them, overwhelmed them 
with (bowels wf darts, took fcrei'al of their (hips, funk 
others, and difperfed the whole fleet. Several Romans' 
difijnguifhed thetnfelves on this eccafion in a meft eminent 
manner; but above all John, who finding himfelf furround- 
ed fey the enemy, attacked one fhip after another, and killed 
a gi"eat number of men; but not being able to prevent their 
boarding him, when he fotind he was overpowered, he threw 
himfelf, armed as he was, on a plafik, into the fea. Gen- 
fonj the fon of Genferie, admiring his courage and gallant 
behaviour, begged he would iv>t abandon himfelf to de~ 
Ipair, offering hirn at the fame time life and liberty ; but 
the brave commander anfwering, “John {hall never fall 
into the hands of fuch dogs,” quitted his plank and Was 
drowned. Heraclius, who was in full march frofe Lybia 
to Carthage, upon the news of the ill fuccefs of Bafilifcus, 
thought* 5 t advifeable to retreat into the territories of the 
empire, Marcellinus returned to Sicily, where he was 
afiaffinated by an officer who commanded under him, not 
without- the privity, as wa3 fuppofed, of Anthemius, to 
whom his power gave great umbrage 1 . Bafilifous returned 
so Sicily with the few fhips that had efcaped, and from 
thetice to Conftarfliinople, where, upon his arrival, he took 
refuge in the church of St. Sophia; but though his trea¬ 
chery was publicly known, his life was fpared, and himfelf 
allowed to retire to Heraclea in Thrace, the emprefs Ve- 
rina, hie filler, having employed the great intereft ffie had 
with the emperor in his behalf; but Afpar, who had pro- 
mifed him the fovereignty as the reward of his treachery, 
was fo far from being able to perform his promife, that he 
could not fave bis own life, being, by Leo's orders, put to 
death foon after. Such was the iffue of this unhappy expe¬ 
dition, which is faid to have drained both empires of their 
Wealth, and to have coft them the lives of above fifty thou- 
fand men 

. Genferie,. finding the Romans quite drfpirited by the 
Ioffes they had fuftained, refolved not to let flip fb favour- 
Gtnftrie able an opportunely of extending his conquefts. Accord- 
redaees tngly, without lofs of time, he put to fea, and landing in® 
iitify, Sar* Sardinia, recovered that Aland. Thence he failed to Sicily, 
****** efev which he likewife reduced, as he did, the three following 
‘years all the iflands, between Italy and Africa, tbeRomans 
not being in a condition to reftrain his conquetts, and 
trembling at the very name of Genferie w . From thefe 

* Mar*. Chron. Proeop. lib. r. cap. 6. p. 103, tt Tbeonli. P. 
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lilands he yearly fent fldets to.ravage the ccifis of Italy, of 
Peloponnefus, and the ®reek iflands, equally ckfpifing both 
emperors, and bidding defiance to their power. 

At length he concluded a peace with Odoacer, king* of 
Italy, to whom he ceded the ifland of Sicily, but upon con¬ 
dition he fliould pay him a yearly tribute, as a.fecurity for 
which he kept the ftrong caftle of Lilybxum. In the pre¬ 
ceding year he had concluded, a peace with the emperor 
Zeno, the fucceJTor of |L.eo, who, renouncing all claim to 
the provinces of Africa, yielded them for ever to Genleric 
and his dependents. The yerfora employed by Zeno on this 
occalion was Severus, a fenator of an* unblemilhed cha¬ 
racter, and greatly efteemed on amount of his dilintcreft- 
edifefs, candour, and integrity, lie was received by Gen- 
fcric w 4 Fh*all poflibie marks of honour and efteem ; that 
prince, who was advanced in years, being dftirous to ter¬ 
minate the war by a lafting peace, that%is fon tfunneric 
might quietly enjoy the kingdom he had founded. After 
the conclufion of the peace Genferic, admiring the frugal 
life and mocielty of the Roman, fent him a txmfiderable furri 
of money, and very rich prefents: which he refufed, fay¬ 
ing, that the only prefent worthy the acceptance of a Roman 
atnbaSador would be the delivery of his countrymen \iho 
were held in captivity. Genferic wasTo pleafed with this an* 
fwer, that he immediately fent for Severus, and told him, 
that all the Roman captives who* had fallen to his {hare, and 
to the (hare of his children, were free, and at his difpofal. 
He gave him, at the fame time, liberty to ranfom fuch as 
had been divided among the foldiers and officers of his army. 
Severus, having obtained without ranfom the liberty of all 
the Roman captives belonging to the king and the royal 
family, publicly fold by au£Hon all his plate and furniture, 
and, with the money accruing from the faie, redeemed 
many others*. Severus prevailed likewife on Genferic to 
fuffer the church of the catholics at Carthage to be opened, 
and recall the ecclefiaftics belonging to it, reborn he had 
baniffied fome time before r . Genferic died foon after; 
but the peace was religioufly obferved by^his fucceflors till 
«he reign of Juftinian, who, efpouftngthe caufe of Hilderic 
againft his brother Gilimer, who had ufurped the crown, 
drove the Vandals out of Africa, and reunited thofe pro* 
vinces to the empire. 

.■i ' _ ” 
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¥he Ancient State of the Suevet, till their Settlement in 
Spain. 

thweme, THE Sueves were, in Csefar’s time, the greateft and 
finth tri- moft warlike,nation of,all Germany*. Tacitus di- 

gut, &e. of vidf s them intp feveral tribes or nations, known by different 
ifitfatvu. names> comprehending, under the common appellation of 
' • Sueves, the Longobardi, tlfe Serfinones, the Rheudingi, the 

\viones, the ArigH a . Ptolemy mentions only three na- 
ions of the Sueves; namely, the Sucvi Longobardi, J:hc 
iuevi Samnone#, and the Suevi Angiii, whom 'J'acitus and 
>rher writer^ call Angli. Some writers mnrntalh, that 
:he Vqpdals and Sueves were the fame people, called 
Vandals from the word ivaudrcnde , and Sueves from the 
word fchwacbcndc , both which fignifv wanderers. In the 
time of the emperor Nero they dwelt between, the Rhine 
and the Elbe. In the time of Tacitus the hiftorian they 
were feated between the Elbe and the Viitula or Weiffer ; 
for there they a replaced by that writer. From thetji the 
Buevus, now the Oder, took its name ; and the Baltic was 
called the Suevian Sea. Solinus is of opinion, that they 
were called Suevi from Mount Suevio, parting Germany 
from Sarmatia. As to their origin, nothing has been al¬ 
leged by authors but what is very uncertain, and not to be 
depended upon ; fome deriving their origin from Scan¬ 
dinavia, fome from Sarmatia, fome from Hungary, and 
Others endeavouring, with arguments, drawn from monu¬ 
ments of antiquity, to convince us that they were originally a 
German nation b . Some writers affert that they came from 
Scandinavia, and fettled on the banks of the Albis or Elbe ; 
that they were fubdu'ed by the Saxons, and blended under 
their name, as~were all the other nations conquered by that 
people. Hov^dver, the Sueves retained at the fame time their 
own name ; and .hence the Angli, who were a Suevian 
Mation, are fomenmes called Saxones Angli, and fometime9 
Suevi Angli. The Sweeps were a warlike nation, and as* 
fuch are commended both by CtEfar and Tacitus. The 
Sueves had kings of their own,' and feem to have agreed in 
cultoms and manners with the other German nations. But 
Ve know very little of their affairs till the Romans became 

* Csefar. Bell- Gall. tib. i. » Tacit, de Mor. Ger. Cap 3?. 
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with them, \lhich happened in the year of Rome 
wenty-fetbn« of Auguflus’s reign, and about 
eight years before the birth of our Saviour, when Drufus, 
the fon of Livia, and brother to Tiberius', puffing the Rhine, 
entered Germany, and in three campaigns reduced all the 
Stations between that rivet and the Elbe 

But that young prince dying on his return to Rome, the 
nations he had fubdueA threw off the yoke ; a revolt which 
obliged Aug lift us to feijd Tiberius agaitifl them, who over- 
lan great part of Germany, and forced the Barbarian! to 
fue for peace; but the emperor*would not even bear the 
ambafladors, becaufe the Sicantbrians, one of the moll war¬ 
like nations among them, had not fent their deputies with 
thofe ojTbe other Barbarians. The war w*s therefore eon- The Sicam~ 
tinuedj^tnl the Sicambrians lubmitted to fuch conditions as and 
Auguftus thought fit to impofe; as did likewife the Sucves, 
the allies and confederates of the Sicambrifcns. ThtSicam- Tibertus- 
biians and Sueves having thus fubmitted, Tiberius, pur- _ . f 
fuant to the inftru&ions he had received from Auguffus, themtremf- 
obliged forty thoufand of them to pafs the*Rhine, and fettle planted 
in Gaul. Suetonius tells us, that lands were allotted them intuGemt* 
on tl^2 banks of that river ; but Suetonius, fays Bocherius, 
was in that particular perhaps miflaken, it being probable, 
that they were placed at a confideitrble diftance from the 
Rhine, to prevent their palling that river, and joining the 
other German nations; that nuthor even endeavours to 
prove from feveral ancient monuments, which are flill ex¬ 
tant, that the country about Courtray was anciently inha¬ 
bited by the Sueves 

In the reign of Tiberius, the Sueves depofed Maro- Vr. of[FI. 
bodes their king, and chofe Catualdes in his room; who, A *^ 7, 
at the infligation of Tiberius, had excited the Sueves '*** " 
againft him. Marobodes took refuge in the Roman 'Theydriyt 
dominions, and was allowed by Tiberius to fettle at Ra- out their „ 
venna, where he paffed the la ft eighteen years of his life. *'»? Ma. 
Catualdes himfelf was foon after driven from the throne, Tebodet - 
and obliged to take refuge in the city of Frejus. As 
both princes came attended by great mfenbers of Sueves, . 

their friends and adherents, ..Tiberius, apprehending they lowed ta 
might difturb the peace of the empire, allotted them lands fettle ki* 
beyond the Danube, and appointed aQuadian, named Van- void the • - 
nius, to reign over them. Vannius governed them for the Danttie. 
fpace of thirty years, that is, to the year 50, of the Chris¬ 
tian sera, the tenth of the emperor Claudius, when, having 
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become obnoxious to the nation ,'otji account of his haughty 
«tui imperious conduct, he was by pew, with -the aflifiance 
of their neighbours the Hermundtrians and Lygians, de* 
poffd and hanifhed f . Claudius refufed to affift him ; but 
neverthelefs allowed him to retire into Pannonia, and even 
gave him atid his followers lands in that province. Vangi® 
and Side, nephews to Vannius by his filler, but his declar¬ 
ed enemies, divided his dominions between them, and con¬ 
tinued ever faithfufto the Rofhans.fSido and Italicus, who 
had r fucceeded Vangio, joined Vefpafian with all their forces 
againil Vitellius, and on that occafion commanded their 
troops in perfon. Jn the year 83, a colony of Sueves was 
fettled in Frifia j for Tacitus, in the life of Agricola, fays, 
that fome Germpns in the Roman fervice, quartered in Bri¬ 
tain, having killed their officers, and made thlifVTcape, 
were driven afhore on the coafl of Germany, and taken and 
fold for Saves byghe Sueves and Frifians, who believed them 
pirates 8 . How, or on what occafion, the Sueves came to 
'itr.of FI. fettle there, we are not informed. In the year 85, the 
>.< ; * 433 « Sueves, and thei* allies the Lygians, being greatly haraffed 
y }by the rieighbouring nations, fent deputies to Domitian, 
f earneflly intreating him to affift them in their diftrefs. jt Do¬ 

mitian difmiffed tire ambaffadors with a favourable anVwer, 
but fent them only one hundred horfemen; an affront which 
fo provoked the Sueves, that, joining the Ia2yges, a Sar¬ 
nia tic nationj^beyjrcfolved. to pafs the Danube, and, by 
pjUaging tbep^uBan territories, revenge the infult offered 
to them by,th©«mperor. What happened after this junc¬ 
tion our hiftorian has not thought fit to tell us: but Taci¬ 
tus, in one pla«e r writes, that the Sarmatians and Suevians 
rofie in arms iguinft,the empire; and in another, that, foon 
Wny Jffiai after Agricohh returned to Rome, the Roman armies were 
ifiiKmaai defeated in.Pannonia. We find no farther mention of the 
Sueves till the year 168, when, joining the Marcomans, and 
other'German nations, they deiolated feveral provinces, de¬ 
feated great armies, and threatened the empire with total 
deftruflion. But of this war, which is compared by the 
ancients to the Piftiic and Cimbrian wars, we have fpokeq 
at farge in the Roman hiftory. 

.The firft year pf Claudius’s reign, the Sueve?, entering 
}nto an alliance with other German nations, broke into 
Italy, and advanced as far as the lake Benacus, now Lago di 
fiords, > n the neighbourhood of Verona; but were utterly 
defeated by the ernpenw, and tnoft of them cut in pieces b . 

f Tacit. Ann- ii. cap. *», (>3. p. 61, <*- * Idem, Vit. Agric. 
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In the twenty-firft yeal of Gonftatitlus’s 'reign, the Sueves 
broke into Rhstiaf th 4 Quadians into Valvia, and the 
Sarmatians into Lower Yannbnia and Upper Media-, inva- 
fions which obliged the (jmperor, who was then at Rcpne, 
to quit that metropolis, and march again!! .them. But as 
•he returned foon after to Italy, and no mention is made of 
any engagement, we may conclude, that at his approach 
the Barbarians withdrew, and retired t to their relpe&ive 
countries*. 

In the year 406, they entered Gaul with the Alans*and 
Vandals, and from thenee pafled into Spain, aB we hare 
already related. They continued ravaging that country till 
the year 411, when, the'Romans being entirely expelled, 
they madj peace with the natives, and divided the Spanilh 
provirfCesT by lot, among them. In this divHion, Galicia 
fell to the Vandals and Sueves ; but the inhabitants of that 
province, refuting to fubmit to the Barbarians, tmited in 
defence of their liberties, and formed a feparate ftate in a 
corner of their ancient country, where they were often 
attacked by the Sueves, under the contlu£t of Emeric or 
Ermeric, their king. But that prince, being feized with a 
lingering diftemper, fufFerea them to lije in peace during- 
the feven laft years of his reign k . * 

About three years after the Suevtes, Vandals, and Alans, 
had divided the Spanifh provinces among them, Ataulphus 
■king of the Yifigoths, quitting Gaul, fettledm Catalonia, 
where he was murdered, as was likewifi: his fucceffor Sige- 
ric, after a Ihort reign of feven days : but VaMia, who fuc- 
ceeded Sigeric, -having concluded a peace with the Romans, 
attacked the Sueves, Vandak, and 'Alans ift Sjbain, gained 
feveral advantages over them, and cutoff'fit oil numbers of 
the Alans, that the few who efcapeJPtte geneffMIaughter, 
were obliged to fubmit to Gonderie ting of the Vandals. 
The Sueves likewife fuftained greaft'Ioffes rfris war; but 
neverthelefs maintained, againft the utmoft efforts of the 
Goths, that part of Galicia which, in thedfoftibn of the 
provinces, had fallen to their {hare. The Goths returning 
foon after to Gaul, where Conftans had bellowed on them 
Aquitania Secunda, difputes ajofe among the Vandals 
and Sueves; for, the very year after the departure of the 
Goths, we find the Sueves, with their king Emeric, 
fhut up by Gonderie, king of the Vandals, among the 
mountains of Bifcay; but After&tS', Shunt of Spain, and 

4 v; *" 
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The Hiftiry of the jjjSueves. 

Mayrocelus, vicar to the prsefc&dt prsetorio, falling un- 
eape&edly upon 1, the Vandals, obiiwedcthem to leave the 
Sueves, and retire out of Galicia into Bsetica 1 . Upon their 
retfgat,thp Sueves reduced that part of Galicia which had 
been poffeffed by them. In the year 430, a body of Sueves 
attempted tf > crofs the Rhine, with a defign to enter Gaulf 
find from thence pafs into Spain, and join their countrymen 
fettled in Galicia ; but Aetius, who was then in Gaul, 
attacking them, cut great mimber| in pieces, and obliged 
the Yeft to retufn to their own country, between the Elbe 
and Weiflbl. Of this vidary Jomandes fpeaks without all 
doubt, where he tells us, that Aetius overcame the Sueves, 
made a dreadful havock of that nation, and made them 
fubjed tp, the empire At the fame time he defeated, 
■with great daughter, the Juthongians, whofe couffky bor- 
ylertd on Rhsetia, and the Norici, who were fubjedls of the 
empire, tout had revolted, and joined the Sueves and Ju- 
thbngians. 

In Spain the Sueves made their utmoft efforts to reduce 
the inhabitants of Galicia; but that brave people ftill main¬ 
tained themfelves free, defending their fortreffes, againft 
. therepeated attacks of the Barbarians, with fuch refol^tion, 
that Emeric concluded a peace with them, that his people, 
who began to be greatly diftreffed for want of corn, might 
ppply themfelves to agriculture. This peace, however, was 
of fhort duration j for, in the following year, the Sueves, 
began holliljtfcs again, and breaking into the territories of 
yhe natives, committed dreadful ravages. In this diilrefs, 
the unhappy Galicians difpatched Idatius the chronologer, 
their bilhop>. 4 ota> Gaul, to acquaint Aetius with the de¬ 
plorable CQH#^a;t»j<yi^»ich they were reduced ; and to in- 
tteat him tofend a* ■many trpops as he could fpare to their 
ai&fUpc*.. vj Ay^itM^ .yvho was then at war with the Franks, 
liable .tp »ford them the Jeaft afliftance, fent count Cenfo- 
rius into Spain, with the charaQer of ambaffador to Eme¬ 
ric, hppinafBfjnduce him, by gentle methods, to conclude a 
the’natives. Emeric received the Roman am- 
pjaador with the greateft marks of honour, and, at his re- 
queft, began to treat with the Galicians 5 but the treaty was 
ijj>on broken pff, and hoftilitipf renewed, which continued 
5»U t|ie year 437, when Cenforius was fent again tp the 
court pf Emeric, with Fjxtimund, to negotiate an accom¬ 
modation between t^at wince and the Galicians; which 
tjiey effected in theenrl,, Emeric being feized with a linger- 
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wg diftemper, and thei^W rendered incagable of bearing 
the toils of war n . H 



A peace being thus* concluded, Emeric refigned the 
crown to his fon Rechila,^fter he had reigned twenty-eight 
years. He lived four years after his refigniition, in retire¬ 
ment, without ever concerning himfelf with public affairs. 

Rechila lignalized the beginning of his reign, witb a victory 
gained in Bsetica over ftndev.otus, whofe rich treafure he 
pillaged; but who this Kndevotus was, we ^re not inform¬ 
ed. In the year 439, Rechila, entering Lufitania, made 
himfelf mailer of Merida, the coital of that province ; and 
• purfuing his conquefts, reduced, in th» courfe of the'two Vr. of FI. 
following years, the city of Seville, and the two provinces 2789. 
of Baeticaand Cartagena. In confequencd of tbgfe boftili- A - D - 4**. 

ties, tlreiTomans, who had again taken poflefliod of Bstiea, -■— 

upon the departure of the Vandals, difpatched into Spain 
Allierus, to drive them out of the provinces they had feized. MfmafitP 
Aftierus fell upon the Bagaudse, who had lately fettled in «}ftvtrtl 
the province of Tarraco, and, cutting moll of them in P iac,i - 
pieces, recovered that country 0 ; but We'do not find that 
he attempted any thing again!! the Sueves. Not long after, 

Vitu^, who commanded a confulerablp body of Roman 
troops in Spain, with the title of magifter militias, entering 
the provinces of Bretica and Cartlihgena, committed great 
ravages; but a body of Goths, who came to his affiftance, 
being defeated by Rechila, both'he and his army were feized 
with fuch a panic, that, betaking thentfelves-to a ihameful 
flight, they left the Sueves at liberty to‘'pillage the country 
at their pleafure, and reduce feveral flrong places, that, 
till then, had been occupied by the Romans. 

In the year 447 Rechila died, and was fticceeded by his Yr. of FI. 
fon Rechiarius, who took the royal ertfigns at Merida, not- 1795. 
withftanding the oppofition he met wfth-from fome of his A> D ■ 447- 
own nation. He profefl’ed the catholic faith ;.,but began J 

his reign by plundering his neighbours lands*.' He mar- f‘^e'ded 
ried the daughter of Theodoric, king of the Gbths in Lan -byhiifoii 
guedoc; and, immediately after his marriage, entering.the Rtchiariat. 
territories of the Gafcons, who were itilf in .Spain, ravaged 
them to a great extent. From thence he went to pay a yifit 
to his father in-iaw at Thouloufe, and, on bfs return to 
Spain, furprifed the city of Lerida, where ho carried ofi a 
great number of captives. He afterwards pillaged the tei- 
ritory of Saragofa, which belonged to the Romans 4 . 

In the twenty-feventh year of the reign of Valewtinian III. 
Manfuetus, count of Spain, and count Fronto, were fent 

" IOat. p. at, x*. * Ibid. p. *j. P Ibid. p. »{. *9. 
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by the emperor to JUebi»rius,wkh|f>ropofals for ao accom¬ 
modation btjtwden him and the mtivos of Spain who ftiii 
continued? fobje& to the Romans. * Rechiarius not only re¬ 
ceded die Roman ambaffadors with the greateil marks of 
ejfteetn, bet concluded a peace upon the terms which the 
emperor had enjoined them to propofe. We are ignorant 
of what thefe terms were, but they are faid, by Idatius, to 
have been very advantageous to the empire. The peace, 
thus concluded, was religioully observed by Rechiarius till 
theldeath of -Valeatinian, when, taking advantage of the t 
general confufion occafionad by the murder of that prince, 
and like wife of his/ucceffor Maximus, he over-tan and pil- 
lagedthe ptovince of Carthagena, with a defign to fubdue 
all the countries that were ftill held in Spain by the Ro¬ 
mans ’. . Avitus, who had fucceeded Maximus, iffip’atched 
count Fronto into Spain, to remind the king of the Sueve* 
of the freaty he had concluded with Valentinian. At 
the fame time Tbeodoric, king of the Vifigoths, who had 
efpoufed the intereft of Avitus, difpatched ambafladors to 
Rechiarius, bis fen-in-law, earneftly intreating Him not to 
feize on the countries belonging to the empire, left he too 
fhould be obliged jo treat him as an enemy, and joi^ the 
emperor, whom he was bound to fupport. What anfwer 
Reehiarius returned to “this remonftratice, Jornandes does 
net explain^ he only tells us, that he had no fooner dif- 
miffed theotwoys than, breaking into the province of Tar- 
Ktco, to the Romans, he laid it wafte, with¬ 

out the leaft regard either to treaties or juftice. Theodoric 
fent him a fecondemfeaiTV, to which he anfwered, with 
great haugbtinefs, that, if Theodoric complained of his con- 
duft, he was ready, to give him an account of it at 'lhou- 
loufe. Theodoric, {piqued at this anfwer, began to prepare 
for war*, and, having firft concluded a peace with the neigh¬ 
bouring nations, h« fet out, with the eonfent and approba¬ 
tion of Avitus, for Spain, leading with bim a very numerous 
M my, conlftfog of his oven people, and a body of auxiliary 
BurgundMMt commanded by Gondiac and Hilperic, or 
<^lpefic,':jthe fan,* as is ftippofed, of Gundicarius, king of 
Ruchiarius^was, In the mean time, ravaging 
ttmjMevme* Of Tamco, whence he carried with him into 
Jppeia a-OsOfiderafole booty, ami 3 great number of cap¬ 
tives { but besting that Tbeodoric was marching againft 
him, he went to vjfoet hi«HJ the head of a powerful army. 
Oas the hunks of Ac UrKeus, now Orbegua, at a place 
about twelve miles from A$Drga,Jmth armies engaged with 

Mat. p. jo. jk. jj|. »Ifidor. Chron. 
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great refolution and intfepidity ; but at length, the Sueves Kwhiariw 
were totally defeated aid put to flight. Rechiarius, who viurfr *J 
was dangeroufly woundld, ‘with difficulty made his efcape, 
and took refuge in an obfeure corner of Gatfcia. Theqdo- 
ric, purfuing the enemy, entered Braga, and gave it up to 
be plundered by his foldersFrom Braga he advanced to 
a place called Portucal, whither the fugitive king had,re¬ 
tired. Rechiarius attempted to make his efcape, but was taktn — - 
taken, and delivered u$ to TTieodoric, t»y whofe order he putta" 
was put to death, after he had been kept fofoe time in^tri- Jra,h kf , 
fon. The Sucvcs, dilheajtened by the captivity of their ,/w d«r*r.' 
king, fubmitted to the Goths, by whotq great numbers of 
them were put to the fword. Theedoric appointed one of 
his*officers, named Aquiulphus, to govern the Sueves who 
had fuJPWnted; but this man revolting, caufcd himfelf to 
be proclaimed king of the Sucvcs. Theodoric fent a pow¬ 
erful army againd him, by which he was defeated, and 
taken prifoner; and, foon after, he was beheaded. The Yr. of FI* 
Sueves who, refufing to fubmit to the Goths, had retired . 1 -° 0 +> 
to the moft didant coAr of Galicia, no<fooner heard that A D ‘ 4 S 6 - 
Rechiarius was dead than, fcorning to live in fubjedtion Maldra " 
cither to the Goths or the treacherous Aquiulphus, they chef™ ling 
chore Maldra, the fon of Maffilel, for tneir fovereign. • m his roans. 

Theodoric, king of the Vifigoths, after his vi&ory over 
the Sueves, had marched from Galicia into Lij&tania, and, 
reducing leveral other cities, hud laid liege to Merida, the 
metropolis of the province, which was forced to furrender. 

The king defigned at firft to give up the qity to be plun¬ 
dered by his foldiirs ; but St. Eulalia, a famous martyr of 
that place, is faid to have deterred him, by fome prodigies, 
from putting his defign in execution “. Being fobn after 
obliged to return to Gaul, he left behind him part of bis 
troops, confiding of different nations, commanded by fe- 
veral generals, with orders to march into Galicia* and re¬ 
duce fuch of the Sueves as had not yet fubmitted to his do¬ 
minion ; but thefe troops, after having committed dreadful 
ravages in the countries belonging to the Romans, were, re¬ 
called by Theodoric, who had occafiofl to employ them 
plfewhere, before they began to adt againft the Sueves. 

That people, having nownptbing to.apprehend from fo for- 
midable an enemy, underwent violent commotions, fome .of _ 
them continuing faithful to Maldra, whom they had lately, a ^** 0 ^*, 
phofep, and others fetting up againd him a prince named Swims. • 
Fran top. Being thus divided, they made peace with the 
Galicians, or the natives that provirice. Who flrll poffeffed 
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lefiral Fortr'effe^ and maintained *eir freedom among the 
mountains and in feme the’ fortKed^towns. 

' iJb^thftanding the peace concluded between them and 
tK&Sueves, tliiS’parrtifans of Maldra, rufliing unexpectedly 
into Lufitania, pillaged the country, and put to the fword 
a great number of' the inhabitants, under pretence of mak* 
ipg war on the Goths. Being received into Lifbon as friends, 
they made themfelpes mafterj of tljte city. Franton dying 
foot} after this^expedition, the whefe nation of the Sueves 
acknowleged Maldra for their king, by whofe orders they 
ravaged that part of Galiclh whieh lay on the Douro, with¬ 
out the lead regard to the treaty of peace concluded the 
year before w . About this time Theodoric fent an. army 
into Spain againft: the Sueves, under the conduct, af Cyriln, 
who, entering Barticd, which belonged to the Kfcmans, 
committed the fame diforders as the Sueves occafioned in 
Galicia, without offering to moleft thofe againft whom they 
were faid to have been fent. At the fame time ambaiT.idors 
were difpatched to the Sueves, both by Theodoric, king of 
the Vifigoths, add by Genleric, 4 BHg of the Vandals in 
. Africa, probably to conclude not only a peace, but an al¬ 
liance with them fgamlf the emperor Majorianus, whofe 
grea't parts and military genius gave them much uneafi- 
nefs. The peace, howdver, was not concluded ; for in the 
following yijiar Theodoric, having recalled Cyrila, and the 
army commanded by .him, fent Sunieric with another army 
in his room ; which did not prevent the Sueves from pil- 
lagbg liufitania under the condu£t of Maldra, and Galicia 
under that of his fon Remifmund *, by Jornandes called 
Richmund. Some writers fpeak of a battle fought this year 
between the Sueves and Galicians, in which the latter loft 
many perfons of diftin&ion r. 

' tri tfie fame year 45$, Maldra killed, upon what provo¬ 
cation .we are not told, his brother, whole name has not 
betn traefmitted to us. Soon after this murder, he fur- 
prifed the ftfoog caftle of Portucal, which was held by the 
fift. & FI. natives t btjt he was foon overtaken by the fate his treachery 
h *8o2. ipd barbarity well deferved * 5 for he was affaffinated in the 
P' 4 So - courfe of the following ytyr. Upon bis death his fons Re- 
'tJtUHrm rotlmund and Fnimarius divided his troops between them. 

Frumariuswas likewife the fon df Maldra, and brother of 
j&utiftdtdb} Reratfmundt for he not only had part of the troops, but 
vffSSjAMarf IhkKaft'.with Rcmifmund^e dominions of the deceafed 
^Mri***' I® fljS^Kir « their reign, the Sueves of Lugo 

* Idat. p. jy, 38. r Cufp. p. 45 1 • 
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in Galicia treacheroufld attacking the Romans, who lived ' 

in that city, on Eafl^r-cfey, cut great numbers of them in 
pieces, as they were notjupon their guard, thinking them- 
felves fufficiently prote&ed by the folemnfty of a day held 
by .ill Chriftians in the grfiateft veneration, Sunieric and 
^Jcpotianus, who commanded the troops of Theodoric in 
Spain, no looner heard of this outrage than they detached 
part of their forces to tjjke vengeance on the traitors. The Tifc GttH 
Goths, entering Galicia, ravaged the territory of Lugo} la f ' ula J >r 
but a falfe report being’fpread among them by l)i£H*es, £/•*£[ 
Spinio, and Afcanius, who weje natives of the country, * 
but held a private correfpondence with the Sueves, they re¬ 
turned into their own territories, without daring to advance' 
far*her into the enemy’s country a . The fcune year, thefe 
three tjwfhns led a party of Sueves through bye-vieys to 
furprife the city of Aqua: Flavite, where they took Idarius, 
bifiiop of the place, prifoner, on the twenty-fixth ef July, 
and carried him into captivity, as he himfelf relates. Af¬ 
ter this exploit, Frumarius laid wafte the territory of Bra¬ 
ga, and Remifmund pillaged that of Orenfia, on the Minho, 
in Galicia. 

But the two princes, growing jealous of each other’s 
powA, began to quarrel; and their difltfifion gave the.na- 
tives feme refpite ; for with them they concluded a peace,* 
that they might be more at leifure to watch each other’s 
motions. This peace was obfjrved fof the fpace of four 
years, at the expiration of which Frumarius dying, the 
Sueves were again re-united under Remifmund, who im- RtmfmunJ 
mediately difpatcbed ambaffadors to Theodoric, acquainting fob <f 
him with the death of Frumarius, and Soliciting him to Siuvtu. 
conclude a peace with the Sueves. He forthwith embraced 
the propofal, fending envoys to Remifmund with rich pre- 
fents, and likewife arms, in token of his fincere friendlhip, 
and the confidence he repofed in him. At the fame time 
he fent him a young maiden of extraordinary beauty, whom 
he married *>. Remifmund fent the bifhops of Galicia to 
Theodoric, hoping, by their mediation, to obtain a peace ; 
and Theodoric received them with all the refpect due to 
their rank and dignity. He fooa after recalled the general 
and troops he bad in Spain ; ant? Remifmund, by a fecond 
embaffy, returned him thanks for the peace he had granted 
him. 

This peace, however, did not prevent Remifmund from tbjme^rmm 
e city of Coimbra, and carry- Ctimtd. 


furprifing, this very year, the 
ing from thence man , captives. 
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keep poffirffion of the place; for, daree years after, he fuV 
prifed it aga^n V At length he w* p^vailed upon to re- 
leafe-4$^ p ri foners, and make peate with the natives : but 
fays Idatiu6, was attended with a greater and 
mor« "*dkngerou3 evil than the’war itfelf. Recbiarius, 
king of the Sueves, had embraced the catholic faith, and hit 
example had been followed by the whole nation of the 
Yr. of FI. Sueves ; but at this time they fuffeosd themfelves to be in- 
*813. fe£ted with the hefefy of Arihs, bya Ajax, a native of Ga- 
A.P465. latia, who, aljSndoning the catholic faith, had been or- 
■ ’ ' dained by the Arianj. Hechad remained fome time at the 

\race“ S court °f Theodorif, in Gaul, where be was refpe£lfully 
tenets treated by that prince, who held the tenets of Arius. From 
strius. Gaul he paffed kito hpain, where he was well received'by 
the SutPves, upon the recommendation of Theodbtfe The 
kind rfeception he met with encouraged him to propagate 
his erroA among the Sueves, and impugn the doctrine of 
the Trinity. 

In the mean time Theodoric being murdered by bis bro¬ 
ther Euric, Remifmund, thinking himfclf no longer bound 
by the treaty of peace which he had concluded, by bis me¬ 
diation, with the natives, broke into Lufitania, and having 
furprifed the city 8f Coimbra, gave it up to be plundered 
by bis foldiers. He life wife ravaged the territory of Au- 
nona, belonging to the Galicians ; who fent deputies to Eu¬ 
ric, king of. the Vifigoths, begging his mediation with the 
king of'tbp Sueves. Accordingly Euric prevailed upon 
Remifmund to grant a peace or truce to the people of Au* 
non a 3 but in the mean time he himfelf committed dread¬ 
ful devaluations in Lufitania, reduced Pampelona and Sa- 
ragofa, and having overcome and put to flight the nobility 
. of the province of Tarraco, who continued faithful to the 
Romans, fubdued all Upper Spain lt . Thus were the inha¬ 
bitants of Spain, who could not prevail upon themfelves to 
withdraw their obedience to the Romans, and fubmit to the 
Barbarians, in a moft cruel manner plundered and harafied 
on one fide by the Goths, and 011 the other by the Sueves, 
while the RomansVere not in a condition to relieve them. 
In the following year they made themfelves mailers of 
Lifbon, which was betrayed by Lulides, a native of the- 
place, who commanded in the town. As the city was at 
■ that time held by the Goths, the troops of that nation, en¬ 
tering Lufitania, committed dreadful ravages on the terri¬ 
tories -belonging to the Suevfes, as did the Sueves on thofe 
finite'Goths. However, Euric, being determined upon 
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driving the Romans entirely out of Spain, with a defign to 
fall afterwards uporythe'tSueves, concluded? for.the pTefeut, 
a peace with Remifmuna, and then turning hifearms againlt 
the Romans, recovered all ^t he places that had been hitherto 
poffeffed by them, as we have related in the hiftory of the' 
Vihgoths ; but be died before he could put in execution the 
deiign be had formed again ft the Sueves. Remifmund, 
firming he could no longer contend with jhe Vifigoths, who 
were now mailers of almolt all Spain, retired into Galicia, 
and there, giving over all thoughts of new co’nquefts, cn*ded 
his days. His fucceffors fiollowad his example, contenting 
tbcmfelves with the kingdom of Galicia, and obferving a 
llridt neutrality in the difputes that arofe between the ViG- 
goflis and the Romans. By thefe means Shey maintained 
themfotff^in the quiet poffeifion of Galicia till the year 585, 
when they were fubdued by Leunigild or Leovigild, king 
of the Vifigoths, and their kingdom reduced to a province 
of the Gothic monarchy, after it had continued a hundred 
and feventy-four, or, as force affert, a hundred and feventy- 
feven years : but of the fucceffors of Remifmund, to which 
prince the emperor Anthemius is laid to have given Galicia . 
in 4^8, and of the downfal of their lyngdom, we fhall 

fpeak at large in a more proper place. 

• 

SECT- V. 

TJje Ancient State of the Franks, till their Settlement 
in Gaul. 


A S the ancients, by whom mention is firfl made of the 
Franks, have given us no account of their origin, and 
Valefius, a molt diligent and curious enquirer into the an¬ 
tiquities of his nation, has cautioufly waved this fubje£l, it 
cannot be expected we fhould determine any thing relating 
to it, that may be dependfcd upon. Of the various opi¬ 
nions, or rather conjectures, that have been offered on this 
head by the modem writers, and which ft would be too te- 
.dious to relate, that of Bucherius feems the moll probable ; 
importing, that the Franks were'originally a motly multi¬ 
tude of leveral ancient nations dwelling beyond the Rhine, 
who, uniting againll the Romans in defence of their com¬ 
mon liberty, llyled themfelves Franks, that word Ggnify- 
ing, in their language, as it ftill does in ours, free It-i* 
certain, that under the name of Franks are comprifed in 
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•fuftory federal nations, whofe namLs were known long be* 
JEore tfair’s, fuc|h as the A&uarii, dharnavi, Brudleri, Salii, 
Amfivarii, and Catcfi The Franks are fome- 
times Sicambrians, becaufe they inhabited the 

eotlntsjr.^ifmerly poflefied by that nation, of which the 
gfenier part was exterminated by Auguitus, and the reft 
. transplanted into Qaui. 

Bodin'maintains that the Franks yere defcended from the 
Gauls, who'beingiincreafcd to fuph a degree, that the coun- 

a <was too confined for them, frAit .colonies beyond the 
ine into Germany. So/ne of thefe colonies fettled on 
the banks of that river, and in procefs of time conquered 
their ancient country. Cadar indeed tdlls us, that the 
Gauls fent colonies into Germany ; but upbn what autho¬ 
rity can we fuppofe the Franks to have been defeftw^d from 
thofo Gauls, rather than from fome other of the many na¬ 
tions fettled in Germany ? Upon the whole, we think the 
opinion of Biicherius, which we have mentioned already, 
to be the moil probable; that the Franks confided of 
feveral German Rations united againft the Romans, in de¬ 
fence of their common liberty. 

. It appears from their conftant incurfions into Gaul, that 
they were fettled An the banks of the Rhine, in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Mcntz. ’f lic orator Eumcrjes, who flouiiihed 
,*t Autun, in the end of the third century, diftinguifhes the 
territory -which the Franks inhabited originally on the coaft 
of the ocean, from the country which was conquered by 
. the Romans.beyond the Rhine, arid afterwords feized by the 
Franks f . This diftrift, according to the belt modern geo¬ 
graphers and hiftorians, was bounded on the north by the 
. ocean ; on the weft, by the ocean and the Rhine ; on the 
fouth, by the Lhone, or the Mein; and on the eaf^by thp 
Wefer 1 : according to which defeription, they poflelFed the 
prefent provinces of Weftphalia, Hcfle, and Came adjacent 
Rates. St. Jerom calls them a nation not fq great as power- 
1 , and places them between the Saxons and Alemans * 
e Saxons to the eaft, and the Alemans to the fouth ■, for 
ibofe Were properly called Alemans who dwelt between 
ffe Rhine, the Mein, and the Danube. 1 The fane writer,, 
relates, that the Saxons received a great overthrow at Dett- 
fbn, in the country of the Franks; which place Pontanus, 
and moff other .writers, fuppofe to be the fame that, by 
hktei hiftorians, is called Duitfiuro, and now Duyts, oppo- 
Cologne. Upon the whole, we may conclude, that 
- 
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the Franks pofieflcd thti countries we have juft mentioned ; 
and that, in' proems c’f time, they exteadccj thcmfclves 
along the Rhine, as far :|s tin; mouths of that river, and the 
ocean. 

The Franks were aneidVitly divided into feveral tribes, 
whereof the Anfuurii and Salii, mentioned by Ammianus, 
were undoubtedly the molt confiderablc. Pontanus fuppofe,, 
the Aufuarii to he the^iure people with the Anfinarii, of 
whom mention is made byiacltus. Thell being driven from 
their own habitations bjf the Ciuuci, fcizedfcn the country 
from which the Fiiihu.s hujl hoe;* expelled by the command 
of Nero. Tacitus calls them a more powerful nation than 
that of the Frili,tns Ponunus is of opinion, that they were 
a nation that wandered from place to place, steady to join any 
other, ,^#icy found their intereft concerned; that, agree¬ 
able to this principle, they united with the German nations 
lying towards the ocean, when, confederating agjflnft the 
Romans, in defence of their common liberty, they nfiumed 
the name of Fianks ; that they too were blended under that 
common appellation, but at the fame time retained their 
ancient name, being called Aufuarii or Anfinarii French 
This name fome derive from the Teutonic word hance, 
(igniting excellent free ; whence the fre^ towns of Qer- 
ni.my are ltill called the Hance towns. Others, and among 
the reft Goropius Becanus, call them Anfuurii or Anfinarii, 
from the German attfie, fignifying Jocicty, becaufe they 
were ready to join any other nation in league and fociety ; 
and hence, according to thefe writers, the free towns of 
Germany are ftylcd Hance towns, they being united in one 
fociety, though far removed from one another. 

As for the Salian Franks, who broke into Taxandria, now 
Brabant, but were driven out by Julian, as we read in Am- 
mianus *, Beatus Rher.anus derives their name from the 
Bala, which falls into the Mein; PaulusAEmilius, from an¬ 
other river of the fame name, that empties itfclf into the 
■liibe ; Sidonius Apollinatis from the Latin word [alio, as 
if they had been fo called fropi their leaping and dancing ; 
and laftly, Pontanus from the river Sala, ^iow the Wei, on 
,the banks of which they refided. The latter opinion 
appears the moft probable, finefe the other two rivers, 
hearing the fame name, flowed at fome diftance from the 
territories of the Franks. 

With refpeft to their manners, Vopifcus paints them as 
a treacherous and faithlefs nation, accuftomed to defpife 
the moft folemn oaths and obligations. Salvianus, blend- 
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ing their good and bad qualities, fay$ that they were greatly 
addi&ed to lying? but civil and kind 1 to grangers k . Proco¬ 
pius defcribes them as the mod fiithlefs of all nations : 
but^gathias, who flourifhed foon after Procopius, extols 
them for their fidelity, juftice, and concord, with which 
they lived among themfelves 1 ; and St. Bernard, in one o£ 
his Epiftles, remarks, that they obferved their oaths with the 
greateft ftti£lncfs a^\d religion ; infomuch that they thought 
themfelves bound by a public ‘oath, even when it was fm- 
ful Vo take it m ." They feem to'havfe been always trouble- 
fome neighbours; whence Egonhaydtis, chancellor to Charles 
the Great, ufed tq fay, “ I fhould choofe a Frank for a 
friend, but not for a neighbour.” 

Their form Their form of'government was, without all doubt, n*o- 
tf govern- narchical, though authors have given us no accouVHK.f their 
wrw r ,mi kings. The Franks are lirlt mentioned in hiftory about 
” ' the year*24i ; and yet Tyro Profper fays, that the moft an- 
, cient king of that nation, whofe name occurred to him in 
fearching the records of time, was Priam, who reigned 
about the year 382 ". After him fucceeded his two foils 
Marcomir and Sunno, and at the fame time Genobald. 
Next came Theodpmir or Theudemir, the fon of Ricimer, 
■who was conful in 384. Tbeodomir was fucceeded byPha- 
ramond the fon of Marcomir, and grandfon of Priam. It 
is, however, to be obferved, that as Fredigarius fuppofes 
Theodomir to have been the fon and immediate fuccefibr of 
Clodio, and aferibes to the former whatever elfeis by other 
writers given to the latter, the learned Ufher concludes, 
that Tbeodomir andPharamond were the fame perfon, and 
accordingly places the defeat and death of Pharamond in 
the year 428, when Clodio began bis reign, and the Franks 
■were driven out of that part of Gaul which bordered on the 
Rhine, by Aetius, as we read in Profper. In the reign of 
Pharamond, or not long before, the Franks, palling the 
Rhine, which had been the boundary between them and 
the Romans for near two hundred years, fettled in Thon- 
gria, that is, in the territory of Tongres, where they were 
governed by as irfany kings as they bad cities or cantons. 
Thefe kings were chofen out of the moft illuftrious families, * 
and diftinguilhed from their fubje&s by the length of their 
hair *: but whether Pharamond had any authority over the 
Other princes, or was only a chief more powerful than the 
reft, is what we cannot colledV from hiftory. Bucherius is 
©f opinion, that, in Pbaramond’s time, Monorius concluded 

fc Salv. lib. vii. p. 17*. 1 Agath. lib. i. p. 13. m Ber¬ 
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3 treaty with them, in virtue of which they were allowed 
to fettle in the county bordering on the Ferine on the fide 
of Cologne i*: but what*he writes is not fupportedby any of 
the ancients. Aetius obliged them, as we have hinted 
above, to repafs the Rhine, having defeated them in battle, 
and {lain their king Theodomir or Pharamond. However, 

Clodio, the fucceffor of Pharamond, fettled again in Gaul; 
for we are told by Gregory of.Tours, th |t he refided in the 
caftle of Difparg, fupijofed by Bucherius,.and moll geo¬ 
graphers, to have flood in Brabant, on the borders of Thon- 
gria s. Clodio was fucceaded by Merovteus, Merovseus by 
Childeric, and he by Clodavseus or Clovis, the firft Chrif- 
tian king of the Franks, who drove the Goths out of Gaul, 
anfl fixeddie royal feat at Palis. 

Tyrd^Frofper writes, that Priam, the father of Marcomir Kings of 
and Sunno, is the firft king of the Franks, whofe game he the Franks 
found recorded in hiftory ; but it is certain, that, by the mentioned 
ancients, other kings are mentioned long before his time, 
before the year 382, when Tyro Profper fuppofes him to 
have reigned. Theft are Atec, Genobald,* Afcaric, Gaifus 
or Regaifus, Maloric, Mallobaudus or Mellobaudus. Atec 
and genobald feem to have reigned at tfce fame time, but 
over different nations or tribes of the Franks ; for they are 
both mentioned by Mamertinus in h*s panegyric on Diocle- 
fian, pronounced about the year 288, as reigning at that 
time. Atec, with his Franks, had plundered the coafts of 
Gaul ; but was compelled by Dioclefian to fue for peace, 
and make great fubmillions to that prince, in order to ap- 
peafe him, and be confirmed in his kingdom. Genobald 
likewife was forced to fubmit, fays our panegyrift, the only 
means left of his being reftored to the quiet pofleffion of 
his dominions r . In the fame panegyric, Mamertinus 
fpeaks of a great vi£lory gained by the generals of Diocle¬ 
fian over a fickle and deceitful nation of Barbarians ; which 
defeription fuits no nation fo well as that of the Franks. 

It was perhaps upon this viilory that the two kings were 
obliged to fuhmit to the emperor, who, Jn all likelihood, 
took on that occafion the furname of Francicus, which, in 
•ancient infcriptions, is given both jto him and his colleague 
Maximin. Afcaric, and Gaifus or Regaifus, governed the 
Franks in the time of Conftantius the fon of Conftantine 
the Great, and were, by the latter, in the firft year of hij 
reign, taken prifoners, and expofed to the wild beafts in 
the public fports “. Malaric, who lived in the reigns of 
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Conftsmtius the fon of Conftantine, of Julian, and Jovlaw, 
is called by Marhellinus only govemor«»r chief of his coun¬ 
trymen in the emperor’s palace (but is by Procopius rec¬ 
koned among their kings. Jovian appointed hint general 
of the Roman troops in Gaul ; but he declined that employ¬ 
ment. lVlallofcaudus, or Mellobaudus, ftyled by Marceiii» 
nus king of the Franks, commanded under Gratian, and 
gained a fignal victory over the Alctinans, of whom thirty 
thoufand were killed upon rite fpot, with their king Tri¬ 
anus. JMallobaudus, though king of the Franks, ierved in 
the Roman army, and thought hrmfctf honoured with the 
employment of comes domelticoruni to the emperor Gra¬ 
tian. . Ricomcr, ldicimer, or Riehimer, who was comes 
domellicorum to the fame emperor, general of the Ront'an 
horle, and conful, is by fome numben d among tTS"k*ngs of 
the Franks. His foil Theodomir reigned over the Franks 
in the {-.me of Honorius, and was killed by the Romans, 
■with his mother Alcila, according to an ancient chronicle 
quoted by Gregory of Tours Fredigarins fuppoics him 
to have been killed by count Caftinus, who was lent againlt 
the Pranks, by the emperor Honorius, about the year 421, 
at which tune all pther writers fuppoie Pfcaramond tojiavc 
reigned. 

Having thus given the reader the beft account we have 
been able to obtain from the molt authentic writers of the 
firlt kings of the Fianks, without taking upon us to afccr- 
tain the order of their fuccelTion, or their defeents, we fhall 
now pafs to their wars and exploits, from the time they are 
firlt mentioned inhiflory to their fettling in Gaul. 

•they break The firft hiftorian, by whom mention is made of the 
into Gaul i Franks, is Vopifcus, in the life of the empetor Aurelian j 
where that writer declares, that the Franks made an irrup¬ 
tion into Gaul, and, though few in number, committed 
hut are re- dreadful ravages: but Aurelian, then only tribune of the 
fteffeJhy fixth legion, chartered at that time in Mentz, marching 
jiurehan. them, killed feveu hundred, took three hundred 

prifoners, whom he fold for flaves, and obliged the relt to 
refign their booty, 1 and retire w . 

•they break Ft the fouith year of Valerian’s reign, they broke again 1 
anew into into Gaul, with feveral other German nations; but were 
Gaul\ but entirely defeated by Gallienus, with whom Valerian had 
eTb^Gat ® larec ^ [ h e empire x . However, the Franks and other Ger- 
' lupus. man nations returning fcon after in far greater numbers, 

Gallienus, no longer able to reprefs them by force, offered 
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advantageous terms to one of their chiefs, who, readily ac¬ 
cepting them, undertook to gua r<l the frontiers of the em¬ 
pire; which lcrvice hefteiformed accordingly, in the fol¬ 
lowing year 257, fome Franks appear to have iirved ir^the 
Homan army againit the troths for among the auxiliaries 
^hat«i,itched with Aurclian into 'I brace, which province 
the Goths were then pillaging, mention is made of iiarto- 
man, lluldegaftus, fill,lemon, and Clriovifcus y , which 
names bear a great reiembhfnce tit otifeis that frequently 
occur in hiliory amorfg tiie Franks; whence Vorbifrgus 
concludes them to be the,n.imcj of fome chief men of that 
nation, who carne with a body of their countrymen to alliit 
the Romans in this expedition 2 . 

•Three years .if,or the Franks, and other«Gerrnan nations, Yr. of FI, 
takingt-wT'antage of tire conluiion which the captivity of »<io8. 
Valerian had cm:Fed throughout the empire, invaded Gaul, • A - D - 16 «« 
and, having ravaged the molt wealthy provinces, *m:uic an 
irruption into Italy 1 . St. jerotn b and Orofius c add, that nja^Gaul 
the Fianks, eroding the Alps, and puffing through Hireria and part of 
and Lombardy, advanced to the ncighbouiliood ol Ilavenna, Italy. 
dellroying the country, and committing dreadful dtvalla- 
tions. Zoiimus writes, that this bidden irruption obliged 
Galhenus to take the field, in order to oppolb the Herba¬ 
ria ns ; but whether-they were forued by him to retire, or 
withdrew of their own accord, he does not declare. 

Five years after this irruption they committed unheard- Yr. of FI. 
of ravages in Spain. Victor writes, that after they had 1613. 
ravaged Gaul, they paired from thence into Spain d , which ^ 2i *J• 
they pillaged for the Ipace of twelve years. Some,of them 7 

having provided vcli’els, eroded over into Africa, with a de- 
iign to enrich themfelves with the fpoils of that wealthy which they 
nation ; but what was the inue oi that undertaking we are Mdtwelna 
trot informed. years. 

In the year 265, Pofthumius, who had revoked in Gaul, Poflhumiut 
and affirmed tLc title of emperor, gained great ■advantages gains ?r eat 
over the Franks, drove them beyond the Rhine, and even advantages 
built fome forts in their country; wherefore on his medals over enu 
he is.ltyled the lleftorer of Gaul, the Dcfenderof the em¬ 
pire e . On the fame medals frequent mention is made of 
his vi£tories over the Franks, chififly in 256, the fifth year 
of his reign ; and on fome he is ilvled Germanicus Maxi- 
nuts, the Franks being diltiriguifhed in thofe times, as Va- 
lefius properly obferves, by the name of Germans, from the 
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Alemans, and other nations inhabiting Germany. How- 
ever, they afterwards ferved under hint, againft Gallienus, 
and fupporte^ him to the utmofl of# their power in the au¬ 
thority be had ufurped. In the fourth year of the emperor 
Aurelian, they made an iyuption'imo Gaul; but were re- 
pulfed with great flaughterby that prince, who having taken, 
a number of prifoncrs, led them, with the captives of cer¬ 
tain other nations, In triumph, when he made his public 
entry into Rome. 5 * 

A'i the death 'of Aurelian, the Frinks, together with the 
Lyges, the Burgundians, jtnd t^e Vandals, crotEng the 
Rhine, entered Gapl; and having reduced above feventy 
of the chief cities in the fpace of two years, conftdered 
tbemfelves as matters of all that country : but in the mettn 
time Tacitus, who had fucceeded Aurelian, dyin|ff*Srobus, 
who was chofen in his room, marching in perfon againft 
the Burgundians and Vandals, difpatched fome of his beft 
generals againft the Franks, who defeated them entirely, 
and obliged them to return home f . Probus hirnfelf was 
attended with the,tike fuccefs againft the Burgundians and 
Vandals; fo that all Gaul was, by his valour, delivered 
from the yoke of the Barbarians. The emperor, not fatif- 
fied-with driving Aiem out of Gaul, purfutd them acrofs 
the Rhine, laid wafte their territories to a great extent, and 
even built fome forts in their country; which ftruck the 
Barbarians with fuch terror, that nine of their kings came 
in perfon to fue for peace; which Probus granted, upon 
their premifing to fupply the Romans yearly with a certain 
quantity of corn, and other provifions, and to fend fixteen 
thousand men to ferve in the Roman army s. ’1 hefe Pro¬ 
bus divided into companies of fifty or fixty men, diltributr 
ing them among the R.oman troops in different places. 
Some of the Franks, who had either fubmitted to Probus, 
or had been taken prifoners in this war, were fent by the 
emperor to the coaft of the Euxine fea, where lands were 
allowed them to cultivate. 


A finatl There they continued for fome time ; but growing weary 

number if Q f j; v ,j n g ajfter the*Roman manner in a country fo far diftant 
fr° m their own > having feized on fome fhips, they put to» 
eia/ls if fea, and cruifing about, pillaged firft the coafts of Afia and 

Afia, Greece, and then paflGng over into Africa, landed in dif- 

G'cur, ferent places ; but being conftantly repulfed by the Roman 
Sialj troops quartered in that province, they quitted Africa, and 
fleering their courfe to Sicily, made a defeent in that ifland, 
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took and plundered the city of Syracufe, and having put 
moll of the inhabitants to the fword, relmbarked with aa 
immenfe booty. Fronl Sicily they failed for the lb-eights 
of Gibraltar, and enterigg the ocean, plundered the coafts 
of Gaul and Spain, and returned loaded with booty to 
•their native country, at the mouth of the Rhine h . This 
event happened about the year 280. iProculus having re¬ 
volted, and aflumed !he title of empejor at Cologne, the 
Franks at firfl efpoufeij his caufe, and promifed to affift him 
to the utmoft of their power; but, notvwthhanding this en¬ 
gagement, they not only abandoned, but betrayed the ufurper 
into the emperor’s hands *. From this period they conti¬ 
nued quiet till the fourth year of Dioclefian, when, in con¬ 
junctionwith the Saxon pirates, they plundered the coafts 
of G.ufi, carrying off an immenfe booty, and an incredible 
number of captives: but Caraufius having, by the empe¬ 
ror’s order, equipped a fleet at Boulogne, and gained feme 
advantages over them, they retired for a time to their rc- 
fpeQive countries k . 

In the following year Maxirnian, eroding the Rhine, en¬ 
tered Germany, and having defolated the enemy’s country, 
returned to Gaul with an immenfe booty. The fame of bis 
name ftruck fuch terror inro the Franks, that two of‘their 
kings, Atec and Gcnobald, the firft we find recorded in 
hiftory, fubmitted to him, defiring him to confirm them in 
their refpe£tive kingdoms '. * 

Maxirnian allowed lands in the neighbourhood of Treves Yr. of PI. 
and Cambray to great numbers of Franks and Letes, who *836 
had fubmitted, thofe territories being almoft quite deftitutc A. O. »Sf. 
of inhabitants. The Letes were originally a Gaulifli na- Stwral 
tiou ; but having afterwards fettled in Germany, they were f ran p t 
reckoned among the German nations. A few years after traujplaat- 
this tranfa£lion, the Franks reduced Batavia, and that part editto 
of Flanders which is watered by the river Efcaut; but Con- £««/ ^ 
ftantius, the father of Conftantine the Great, marching 
againft that people foon after he was raifed to the dignity of 
Caefar, defeated them in battle: having obliged them to fur- 
render at djfcretion, he tranfplanted the’m, with their wives 
and children, into Gaul, where t they were forced to culti¬ 
vate the lands which they themfelves had wafted, to pay the 
ufual tributes and taxes, as fubjefts of the empire, and to 
ferve, when wanted, in the Roman armies. Upon their 
fubmitting to tbefe conditions, their arms were taken from 
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them ; nor were they allowed any jn their new fetllements, 
that they fnight^by degrees, foften tlmir native ficrcencfs 
•and barbarity, and accuftom then^elvds to live after the 
Roman manner. The emperor Julian, fpcaking of Maxi- 
mian and Conflantius fays, that they not only drove the 
Barbarians out of the Roman territories, which they hatf 
long pofTeffed, and cultivated as their own, but built feve- 
ral cattles .on the frontiers ; by whi.h means the country, 
no longer infcfled by the Barbarians, enjoyed a profound 
tranquility m . *- < '' ' ! 

From this period they cqntinujd quiet till the year 306, 
the firlt of Conftantine s reign, when, that prince being 
employed in fuitatn, they firized the opportunity to break 
into Gaul: but tjie emperor returning foon after, fell upon 
them unexpectedly, while they were bufted in ^iwadering 
the country, cut great numbers in pieces, and having taken 
two of alien- kings prifonets, Afcaric and Gaifus, he deli¬ 
vered them to he devoured by wild beads, in the magni¬ 
ficent fhews which he alterwards exhibited. After this 
victory he eroded, the Rhine, and entering the country of 
the lmuflerians, who were une of the feveial nations then 
known by the name of Franks, he made a dreadful havock 
°‘ that people, anil took a great many prifoners, whodi he 
hkewife cxpoled to wild heads. He repaired all the forts 
on the Rhine, placed numerous garrifous in them, main¬ 
tained on that river a great .number of veflels well armed 
and manned, and by tiiefe means reflrained for fome time 
the incurfions of the. Franks. In the year 308, they be¬ 
gan again to afTemblein confiderable bodies, with a design, 
as was fuppofed, to make an irruption into Gad?; but 
Conftantine marching againd them they difperftd \ In 
310, all the nations known by the name of Franks, taking 
arms, approached the banks of the Rhine, and dividing 
their army, which was very numerous, into fevera! bodies, 
attempted to invade Gaul at different places. Conftantine 
marched, in perfon agninft them, and not depending upon 
the relations of others, ventured in difguife into the ntirlft 
of their army, protending to be a deputy fent by the em¬ 
peror. As he found that, not willing to put the whole to 
the lffue of a general engagement, they defigned to carry 
on the -war in feparate bodies, he allured them, that the 
emperor was not then with the army ; which circumftance 
they no fooner underftood, than they difmifled the pretended 
deputy, and uniting all their forces, marched againft the 
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enemy. Conftantine received them at the head of his army, 
put them to flight at the firft attack, and siadg a dreadful 
daughter of them in thejpurfuit * 

Nevcrthelcfs, in three years after this defeat, talcing gd- 
■vantage of the emperor’s ahfence, .who was gone to Rome, 
tjiey began to aflembie oil the banks of the Rhine; Con¬ 
ftantine no fooner received intelligence of their motions 
than, leaving Italy, hc*haftcned into Club The Franks, 
who had not yet puffed theRhftie, withdrew at liis approach; 
but Conftantine, giving fcut that the Alemans^too were rehiiy 
to break into Caul, left i'gme troops concealed among the 
woods at a final 1 diftance from the river, and retired with 
the reft. The Franks no fooner heard of his departure 
than they palled the Rhine ; but the Rom;*is, ifluing from 
their amhweade, attacked them before they could draw up 
their forces, cutgie.it nun,hers in pipces, and obliged the 
reft to repafs the liver in the grcatclt confufion. Oonflan- 
tine followed them in perfon with his whole army, and en¬ 
tering their country, wafted tlieir lands, burnt their habita¬ 
tions, and' having taken a great number *>f prifoners, ex- 
pofed them all to be devcuied by wild beafts. For this 
victory over the Franks, he took the tide of FrancicusP. 
Notw’ithlfauding this levelity, the-Franks were no fotfncr 
informed that Conftantine had left vhe country, with a de- 
fign to vifit Italy and illyricum, than they crofl’ed the 
Rhine in great numbers, and uucring Gaul, laid walk fe- 
veral provinces. But Crifpus, the foil of Conftantine, 
marching againft them, obliged them to quit their booty, 
and retire. 

No farther mention of the Franks is made in hiftory till 
the year 341, the fourth of Conftantius’s reign, when they 
made an irruption into Caul. Conft.ins marched againft, 
and gave them battle ; but as the lofs was equal on both 
Tides, the war was not ended tiil the enfuing years, when 
Conftans either conquered or appeafed them, as Idatius ex- 
preftt-s it, by prevailing upon them, with piefcnts and 
money, to retire, as may be gathered from Libanius, who 
tells us, though fpeaking as a panegyrift,* that the Franks 
•were not conquered by force of arms. Be that as it may, 
it is certain they concluded a peace* with Conftans, and fub- 
mitted to the princes he was pleafed to appoint over them. 
As they were the moft powerful nation in thofe parts, this 
peace prevented the others fiom attemptingany thing againft 
the empire; fo that Conftans, having nothing to fear on 

0 Eufeb. Vit. Conff. lib. iii. cap. p. 420. r Valef. Rer, 
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The Hiftory of the Franks. 

that fide, parted over into Britain, to oppofe the Scots, who 
made frequent inroads into the Romait^dominions. 

In 355, being the eighteenth of the reign of Conftantius, 
M^laxic, king of the Franks, held a chief employment in 
the emperor’s court'. Put the following year his nation, 
ho longer able to live in peace, entering into an allianse 
with the Alemnns,and Saxons, crofled the Rhine, took and 
pillaged above forfy cities on the bi’nks of that river, defo- 
lated the neighbouring provinces, ( and carried off a great 
number of cap'tives. The city of Cologne was on this occa- 
fion almolt entirely mined s . From thence they advanced 
to Autun, which, city they befieged ; but being vigoronfly 
repulfed by the veterans, who were quartered there, they 
abandoned the (hiterprize, and contented themfelves VHth 
plundering the open places, roaming about wrtWout con¬ 
trol, and deftroying .with fire and fword what they could 
not carry oft. Conftantius, who was then in Italy, not 
thinking it prudent to quit that country, railed his coufin 
Julian to the dignity of Crefar,-and at the fame time,ap- 
pointed him governor of Gaul. Julian immediately fet out 
for his government, and ariiving at Vienna, was received 
with extraordinary marks of joy. As he came to thpt city 
in the depth of winter, he continued there the remaining 
part of that feafon, deliberating about the operations of the 
enfuing campaign. 'Faking the field early in the fpring, he 
marched, at the head of a fmall body, from Vienna to Au¬ 
tun, and from thence to Auxerre. On his march, he found 
himfelf furrounded on all Tides by the enemy, who marched 
in great bodies; bur he put them to flight with a handful 
of men, and cut himfelf a way through the midft of the Bar¬ 
barians to Troies, and from thence to Rheims, where the 
main body of the army waited his arrival. Being joined by 
all the Roman troops quartered in Gaul, he haftened from 
thence toDeceropagi, now Dicuzeon the Seille,in Lorraine, 
with a defign to fall upon the Franks, who were employed 
in ravaging the country. But the enemy, receiving timely 
notice of his approach, took advantage of a dark and wet 
night to attack his rear, and would have cut off two legions, 
bad not the reft of the army, alarmed at the fudden noife, 1 
returned to their affiftanee. The Franks, encouraged with 
this fuccefs, attacked him again a few days alter; but 
were eafily put to flight. However, this trifling victory 
enabled him to reach Cologne, which the enemy aban¬ 
doned at his approach, after it had been ten months in 
their hands. 

' Atnmian. lib. v. p. 39. * Amraian. lib. v> p. 50.168. 
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During his flay at Cologne, one of the kings of the 
Franks, dreading his erms, fent deputies tc* fug, for peace ; 
but Julian only granted hjm a fhort truce. The following But they 
year, Julian gained a complete victory over the Franks, ajrd are defeat' 
other German nations, that had invaded Gaul, and took by “ ! ? nd 
ft*>rm two cattles on the Meufe, in which fome Franks had 
taken refuge, after haring ravaged l»hc country about 
Rheims. They defended themfelves wit| great bravery for 
fifty-four days; but being at length obliged to furrender, 
they #ere all fent to thi emperor, who incorporated them 
among his troops l . After* this exploit, j niian put his army 
into winter-quarters, and took up his own in Paris ; but in 
the mean time the Salii, a nation of the Franks, broke un- 
exps&edly into Taxandria, now Brabant: ‘Julian, march¬ 
ing agaiiftrthem early in thefpring, forced them to abandon 
the country they had feized,- though they declared them¬ 
felves ready to guard the frontiers of the empire’on that 
fide, to fupply the Romans with troops when required, and 
to pay the ufual taxes and tributes. Zofimus fays, that they 
had been ’driven out of their own county by the Saxons 
and Quadians, who were by Julian forced to reflore it to 
the ancient proprietors ; an a£t of generality which fo 
gained the hearts of the Salian Franks, that, fubmittinjjJ to 
the emperor, great numbers of then? ferved in his army u . 

The Franks continued quiet the whole time Julian 
reigned; but they no fooner heard of his death than, enter¬ 
ing into an alliance with their neighbours the Saxons, they 
began to infeft Gaul both by fea and Jand, But count Tbeo- Count 
dolius, father to the emperor of that name, being fent 'Theodajme 
againft them by Valentinian, obliged them to retire with gains fame 
great lofs w . That commander is faid to have overcome the advan ~ 
Saxons, to have gained a viftory over them near the Or- 
cades, and to have defeated the enemies of the empire in 
Batavia, near the Rhine and the Vahal; which country was 
then held by the Franks. At this time Mallobaudes was 
king of the Franks, and engaged in a war with the Ale¬ 
mans, who, having concluded a peace with the Romans, had 
entered, upon what provocation we know not, the territo- 
1 riesof theFranks,deftroying every thing with fire and fword. 
Mallobaudes met them, at the head of a confideiable army: Malta- 
pretending to avoid an engagement, he drew them into iaudes, 

*n ambufeade ; by which means he cut great numbers in king of tka 
pieces, and among the reft their king Macrianus, a warlike 
prince, who had long infefted, with continual inroads, the g a Zans, 

and is ho- 
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Roman dominions *. Three years after, Mallobaudes was 
raifed blithe eipjjeror Gratian to the f onfuiate, having the 
emperor Jsijnfelf for his colleague j.n dignity He was 

afterwards honoured by the fame emperor with the pod of 
cornes domefticorum, ayd diftihgujfiied himfelf in a molt 
glorious manner in the battle of Argentaria, in which abo\£ 
thirty thoufand of the Lcntir.enfcs, who had invaded the 
empire, were killtfl, with their king, i riaiius. This vidfory 
was chiefly owingf to Mallobfaudes, who, on this occafion, 
commanded the Roman troops, in ‘conjunction withicoimt 
Nennianus, as wc have related iy our hiitorv of the Eaftern 
and Weftern empire. He was conlul the lecond time in 
383, the eighth and left of Gratian’s reign, and commanded 
the army, unclca that prince, againft the, ulurper Maximus; 
but was net amended with his ufual fuccefs; f(W» Gratian 
was put to flight, foon after taken prifener, and put to death 
at l.yoits. 

Three years after the death of Gratian, we find the 
Ftanks ravaging Gaul with more fury than ever, perhaps to 
revenge on the iRurpc.r Maximus the death of Gratian, Tho 
had Ihewn a pailiculai kinduefo to their nation. However 
that be, Gicgory of Tours tells us, that they over-ran all 
BeLgic Gaul, putThe city of Cologne in fear, burnt ftverai 
villages, and then retyrned home with their booty, leav¬ 
ing feveral parties in Gaul to purfue the' ravages they had 
begun. Thefe, were defeated by Nannius and Qmntinus, 
the two generals of Maximus, who deilroyed great num¬ 
bers in the province of llainault. Qiiintinus, not fatisfied 
with this advantage, p.ifivd the Rhine at Nuys, contrary 
to the opinion of Nannius, who refufed to followhim ; and, 
entering the enemy’s country with the troops under his 
command, burnt ieveral villages, which he found aban¬ 
doned by the inhabitants. Encouraged by this fuccefs he 
advanced far into the country ; but being, on his return, 
drawn into marfhes, woods, and impaflible places, by the 
enemy’s pretending to fly before him, he found himfelf fud- 
denly furrounded on all fides by great multitudes, who at¬ 
tacking his men while they were entangled in the woods 
and marflies, cut molt of them in pieces, and obliged the « 
reft to (belter themfelvesfin the woods, where they perilbed 
with famine, only Quintinus, and a few more, having, 
with the utmoft difficulty, found means to efcape and re¬ 
turn to Gaul, after having fuffered inexpreffible hardtliips 
in the enemy’s country. The lofs fuftained by the Romans 
on this ^cafion was very great, and is by fome compared 
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to the clifafter of Varus and his legions, in the time of Au« 
guftus*. This difrJbr happened while We Franks were 
governed by Genobald, tvlarcomir, and Sunno, who being 
dated with this vi£h>ry, ljiade an irruption into Gaul *he 
year following ; and Theodofius ftnt Valentinian to make 
bead again!! them. Upon that prince’s arrival in Gael, 
Arbogaftes, general of the troops m t!%ofe provinces, ad- 
vifed him to march in?o the, enemy's (|iumry, and force 
them to re ft ore the booty they had carried off the yearjbc-, 
fore, and give up the authors of the war. Whether Vs- 
ltntinian followed his advice, \to arc not told. Ail we 
know is, that he had a conference with IMarcomir and 
Sunno, who delivered hoftages; and that he afterwards re- 
tirfti to Tosves, where he palled the winter 8 . 

In 39^7 Atbogaftes having put Valentinian II. to death, 
perfuaded F.ugenius, whom he had raifcJ to the eqrplre in 
his room, to make war upon the Franks. Arbogaftes, of 
whom we have fpoken at large in our history of the Ealiern 
and Weftern empire, was himfelf a Frank ; but as he bore 
great refentment again fl Marco mi r and Suhno, be not only 
induced Eugenius to make war upon them, but taking upon 
himfijlf the whole management of it, h# palled the j’.hine 
near Cologne, in the depth of winter, and pillaged ’the 
countries of the Bru&erians and CbaVnavians, without meet¬ 
ing with the leaft oppofition, Marcomir only Arc wing him- 
i’eif at a diftance on the hills with fome parties of the Anfi- 
varii and Ch.rtti; but as to the iflue of this war, hillorians 
only relate, that Arbogaftes, after having put many of his 
countrymen to the fword, concluded a peace with them; 
and that Eugenius himfelfapproached the R.hine, to renew 
the ancient treaty with the kings of the Franks and Ale¬ 
mans 1 ’. From this account it appears, that the Franks had 
fevcral kings at the fame time, and that under the name of 
Franks were comprifed feveral ancient German nations. 

Great numbers of the Franks lifted themfelves among the 
troops of Eugenius; for Orofius fays, that he led again!! 
Theodofius an infinite number of Franks and other Bar¬ 
barians c . 

• Theodofius, by his laft will, divided the empire between Yr. of Fl*. 
his two children, bequeathing the Fall: to his eldeft foil Ar- ■ : '*- 1 

cadius, and the Weft to llonorius. Stilicho, who was 
prime miniftei to the latter, advifed him, in thefuft place, 
to renew the ancient alliances with the Franks and other ne . w ^ 
German nations, which they had broken,-by affifting the ancimt &' 

liances 
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nfurper Eugenius againft Theodofius. This taflc Stilicho 
took upon kjmf'alf, and repairing to tha banks of the Rhine, 
accomplished it in a very fhort tyme. However, Marco- 
mij and aunno attempting to raiie new difturbances foon 
after the conciufion of tly: peace, one of them was taken, 
and having been kept fome time in prifon, banifhed te 
Tufcany. The other was refolved to revenge on the Ro¬ 
mans the affront at had offered hist brother; but his own 
people, unwilling to engage m a war with the empire, put 
Einf to death. 1, Marcomir, or Mtfrcomer, is fuppofed to 
have been the father of Pharamond, the firft in the cata¬ 
logue of the French kings. 

In the year 406 the Franks, falling upon the Vandals as 
they were attempting to break into Gaul with the SueVes 
and Alans, cut off near twenty thoufand, with*flftrir king 
Godigifcles; and would have put them all to the fword, 
had not*the Alans come feafonably to their afliftance. Thefc 
two nations, together with the bueves, forced themfelves a 
way, in fpitc of the Franks, and puffing the Rhine entered 
Gaul c . Great mimbers of Franks followed therh, to fnarc 
in the fpoils of thole wealthy provinces; but greater num¬ 
bers of the fame t people entered Gaul four years after, 
invited thither by the ufurper Conftantine, of whofe forces 
the commander in chief was Edohic, a Frank. In the year 
413 they made an irruption into Gaul, and not only pillaged 
but burnt the city of Treves the fecond time, fays Frigerid, 
an ancient author quoted by Gregory of Tours. We are 
ignorant when this firft irruption happened ; but that un¬ 
happy city was a third time plundered and fet on fire by 
the Franks about the year 420, as Salvian informs us, who 
was an eye-witnefs of the deplorable condition to which it 
was reduced 

About this time Pharamond mufl have reigned over the 
Franks. He is faid by Vitalis to have been the fon of Sunno; 
but all other writers fuppofe him to have been the fon of 
Marcomir, the brother of Sunno. He was one of the molt 
powerful princes among them; but we are not told whether 
he had any authority over the reft. He is fuppofed to have 
reigned from the year 417 10428, in which Clodio, his 
fan and fucceffor, reigned in France, that is, in the country 
of the Franks e . In the year in which he is fuppofed to 
have dled^the famous Aetius vanquifhed the Franks in 
Gaul, and drove them from the country in which they had 
fettled f . Of this war Jornandes fpeaks, without all doubt, 

c Greg. T ur. lib. ii. cap. 9. p. 6i. Orof. cap. 40- p. 113. d Sal. 
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where he tells us, that Aetius, with prest flanr»v,* 
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o/ Tours calls him a moft illuftnous prince £ w £*^ 
people, whofe intereft he had at heart jj i "i, ■ 
debted h . We know Nut very little frcVT g '"r 
what happened in this prince's reign, lfetius writes"'^ 
m the year 43, Aetius Kvas employed in afl expeditimMo 

,Jn ^‘.hX'r, g-^ts 

then with Aetius, adds, that in 4^2 he’ overcame the Fr T 

mempt „po n Tours; f„, Si SmsTo*,™ 

defended that city again ft them. Not long after the Franks 
niade an irruption .mo the country of the Atrcbntes 

cvnciv r n t,US marc h* n g againfl them, with all polfibie 
expedition, fell upon them ui.rxpettcdlv, while, without 
the leaft apprehenfion of darner tb-v v-,‘- r .1,1 ■ , C 

Valefius, who fuppofes the battle of Lens to have been 

th^rV^V^ 43 ”’ rcpcats > after ( h'egorv of'fours 
far as C r dl °h kn: fi k ' ^reconnoitre the country as 

ar as Cam bray, upon their return, fet out on his mauL 
- dvanced, in fpite of all oppolition, to that city; and hav- 

From r‘ Ce 1 v e i d, r f ° rf0me tinie » bis rcSdence there'. 
abo« y efiuS .‘ U l’P° lVs him t<> have made the 

Ll r , ?t d irruption into the Artois, and to have 
been furpnfed by Aetius and Majorianus at Lens. 

asS^^ S ng that defc3t l!C exten ded his conquefts 
Amieif/ the , S ° mme l m -, ‘W add, that he took Tournay, 
Armens, and feveral other cities". Aetius is funpofed to 
ve afterwards concluded a peace with the Franks, and 

countrl th T, ,n P "° n > 3t kaft > of fome part of the 
try they had conquered, lince he grimed the like fa- 
•vour to other nations, whom he dreaded lefs. Prifcus who 

‘Zt?:? ,'f° r f- dal ”t %>■■!»' 1.= 6.V u. Romeihcfc 
lbbw l f <dC °r l be Frants, who hud boon lent 

notice nf 1? e ? ba% n 0ugh 3 bej,dlefs >' outh - He takes 
of h,s lon g yellow hair; and adds, that Aetius 
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adopted him for his fon by prefenting him with his afmouf, 
and, treated him^with the g re ate (l marks of efteem, friend- 
fhip, and affection p. Upon his leaving Rome he was loaded 
with rich and valuable prefents, fent him both by Aetius 
anef Valentinian III. then emperor. This young prince was, 
in all likelihood, Mcrovrcus, the fuccedbr of Clodio ; for he 
lived in great friendship with Aetius, and joined him againl! 
Attila. I { 

He diflrtys Salvianus, vehohvrote about the year 440, informs us, 
Trtvei- thaathe city of.Trevcs had been tha fourth time pillaged by 

the Franks, and entirely dcftroycd ’. The fame writer 
adds, that the Franks made thcmfclvcs mailers of another 
city equal to Treves in grandeur, and Handing at a fmall 
faiitCo- diftauee from it, This city can be no other than Cologne, 
kgne. which was occupied by the Franks, as appear,s^dsom that 
writer, in the year 440. The enemy furprifed the city 
while tlx; chief inhabitants were feallir.g and revelling, with¬ 
out the lead apprehenfion of danger (1). As the Franks 
were Hill Pagans, the church fullered much in the coun¬ 
tries fubjeci to {hem; and hence it is, that wc fmd no 
biUiops of Cologne named in ihc eeck fiallic hiflory from 
the time of iivergilius, who is fuppofed to have died about 
the.ycar 430, till'thc time of Aquilinn;;, who govfrned 
that church in the reign of Clovis\ 'i he churches of 
Tournay and Camhray fared t:o better; for they feem to 
have had no bifliops from the year 407, when the Vandals 
He Set. invaded thofe countries, till the end of that century. Clodio 
reigned about twenty ye,a is, ftom the the year 428 to 448, 
when Tyro Profper tells us, that Merovscus reigned in 
France’, that is, in the countries fubjeft to the Franks on 
both (ides the Rhine. 

Yr. of Ft. There is a great difagreement among authors about Me- 
1796. rovteus. All we know for certain concerning him is, that 
A. D, 44S. upon the news of the death of Valentinian III. the Franks, 
TT “ ‘ under the conduct of Merovams, ravaged Germania Prima, 

Oertroaus an j Belgica Secunda, that is, the provinces of jVicntz and 

p PriCc. Legat. p. 40. <1 Salv. Oub. l.ib. vi. p. 133. r Coint- 

tom. i. p. 63, 70. » Vat. cap, 3. p. 123, 144. 

• 

(I)FatherLeCointe obferves, quite laid afide after the Franks 
rhat, till this time, Cologne is became mailers of the place; 
conftantly called Agrippina, and which induced Hincmar, and 
feldom Colonia ; whereas the fome others, to imagine, that 
latrer name imiverfatly pre- the name of Colonia had been 
vailed, and the former was given it by them (1). 

(1) Coint. tom. i, p.jx* 

Rbeims. 
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Rbeims *. Bucherius thinks, that Merovseus died the year n, 
after Valentinian III. in 456 " : but Valtffiusdays he lived 
till the year 458 *.» Rcjrico writes, # that he was loved, ho¬ 
noured, and revered by his people,' as a common father ; 
and that from him the Franks in general were called Mero¬ 
vingians. .In a genealogical table of the French kings, pre¬ 
fixed to a manufeript life of Charles tit Great, lodged in 
the royal library at BrSffcls, he is mad.) the ftock or head 
of the firftrace. _ f , 

Merovseus was fucceeded by his fon Childeric. When Y r . of FI. 
he was but a youth, lie vms taken prifoner by Attila, with 3804.. 
his mother, and other perfons of diftindWon ; but delivered A. I). 456. 
from captivity by the fidelity, courage, and addrefs, of a chUdtrHi ' 
Frfnk named Wiomald. This incident happened in the year 
453, wliifn Attila, attempting to pafs the Rhine, in order 
to enter Gaul, was oppofed by Merovtcus, at the^head of 
the Franks, who had efpoufed his caufe againlt his compe¬ 
titor. Childeric no fooner afeended the throne than he 
began to think of enlarging his dominions, as Aetius, who 
had kept the Barbarians in awe, was now Sead. He is faid He extends 
to have extended his coriquefts as far as the Loire, and to his con- 
have^reduced the city of Paris, after a fi«ge of ten years x . 

In the year 470 he made himfelf matter of Angers, after 
having killed count Paul the Roman’governor of the place r . 

.Such is the account of Gregory of Tours, without aligning 
the caufe of difagreement between count Paul and Childeric; 

for he had told us, a few lines before, that the Roman gene¬ 
ral, with the affiftance of the Franks, had made war on the 
Goths, and gained fome advantages over them. Bucherius 
thinks, that the Romans and Franks were defeated by the 
Goths; and founds his opinion upon the authority of 
Sidonius, who writes, without marking any time, that 
the Franks were vanquiflied, and put to flight, by Eu- 
ric king of the Goths x . The fame author adds, that Eu- 
ric, after having routed the Franks, entered into an alliance 
with them ; and elfewhere fays, that he gave his daughter 
in marriage to Sigifmer, a Barbarian pripce, whom Vale¬ 
rius takes to have been a Frank *. This alliance between 
•the Goths and the Franks induced, in all likelihood, Chil¬ 
deric to turn his arms againfl the Romans, and feize on the 
city of Angers, at that time belonging to them. He like- 
wife made himfelf mafter of Orleans, after having defeat¬ 
ed Odoacer, who came with a body of Saxons to the relief 

‘ Sid. Car. vii. p. 34*. ■ Bucb. p. 5 * s - * ' Va! ‘ 

lib. iv. p. 1S9. * Bolland. 3. Jan. p. 140 y vjrtg. 

Tur. p. »8*. ’ * Sid. lib. Vii. ep, 3• p. *«J. * Val- p- aJ 9 > 
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of tie place. Gregory of Tours tells us, that Childericj 
entering into'an alliance with Odoacerlc^pg of Italy, march¬ 
ed againft the Alemans,.who had entered that country, ant! 
defeated them with gieat flaughtsc. 

Ki din. Soon after his return to'Gaul, he died at Tornacum, now 
Tournay, where his remains were difeovered in 1653, " il * f 
rfiany gold coins of/lic Roman emperors, and other articles 
of great curofity anV value; among thefe the king’s fignet, 
with* the infeription ChiIderici regis,ond his image engraved 
on it, with his long hair covering both his fhoulders, ar.d 
a dart in his right-hand. The curious reader will find a 
minute and learned account of this difeovery in the Anafta- 
lis Childerici, which Chiffletius wrote in 1655, by order of 
the archduke Leopold, at that time governor of< 4 t,e Low- 
Countries for Philip IV. king of Spain b . Childeric, in the 
beginning of his reign, abandoned himfclf to nil manner of 
lewdnefs, at the fame time loading his fubjedls with exor¬ 
bitant taxes arid impositions, to fupply his extravagant ap¬ 
petites. At lengt.h fome of thofe, whofe wives and daugh¬ 
ters he had debauched, revolting, drove him fiom the 
throne. Gregory of Tours writes, that, forefeeling the 
ftornv he prudentVy retired into the territory of Tongres, 
where he continued, tjl), his fubjedls returning to their 
duty, he was recalled, and reftored to his kingdom. During 
his abfence, the Franks fubmitted to jEgidius, a Gaul, but 
commander of the Roman troops in that country c , whom, 
upon the return of Childeric, they eafily expelled, and re¬ 
ceived their lawful fovereign with the greateft marks of joy. 
Fredigarius, in his epitome of the hiftory of the Franks, ob- 
ftrves, that Childeric,- being driven from the throne, fled 
-to Conftantitrople, to implore the protection of the empe¬ 
ror Mauritius, and returned from thence by fea into Gaul. 
A ftrange anaclironifm ! Mauritius having been railed to 
the imperial throne near a hundred years after the flight of 
Childeric. Wilthomius, in his Chronicle written in the 
year 8x0, reads Martianus inftead of Mauritius; but, ac¬ 
cording to the heft chronologers, Martian died in 457, 
whereas Childeric either fled, or was expelled in the year, 
461, and reftored eight years after. Befides, Gregory of 
Tours, who lived in the next age, takes no notice of his 
journey to Conflantinople; and Aimonjus exprefly tells 
45, that he kept at a fmnll diftance from his own domi¬ 
nions, not doubting but Wioinald would be able to appeafe 
his fubjedls, and procure his return. d . He was received in 

1 Apaftafis Cliilderici, per Chifflet. Antwerpia:, i6jj. ' Greg. 
Tut. lib. ii. cap. it. Pagir. Mafibn. Anna], lib, i. p. 13, * Ai- 

mon. lib. i. cap. 7. 

his 
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Vis own territories by the inhabitants ofBarrum, who Went 
out to meet hiinj and were, on that account, exempted 
from all tribute, which immunity they enjoyed for many 
years. This Carrum Franchette afferts to be Bnrrum Dhci*, 
or Bar le Due ; Belleforelt to be* Bar on the Seine ; while 
“Uredius and ChifRetius maintain it to be a place in Brabant, 
or Holland; for they\are of opinionAthat Childeric took 
fhelter, not in Tungria, but in Thuringia, as we read in 
Gregory of Tours hi/ that writer, or his sranferiber, eften 
confounds thole two countries. Whatever place he came 
from, he was foon followed by Bafina the wile of king Ba- 
fmus, by whom lie had been entertain'd during his exile. 

Sjme French hiftorians endeavour to ma^e us believe, that 
flic abaV'oned her hufband to follow Childeric merely for 
the fake of his extraordinary virtue; but the anfwer fire 
gave to Childeric, when alked for what reafon fli* had left 
her hufband to follow him, feem.sto infinuatc, that 11 it was 
not fo much attracted by his virtues, as with the abilities of 
another kind, which it feems he pefleflej (K). Be that as 
it may, Childeric married her, and bad by her Clodovxus, 
who fucceedcd him in the kingdom c . 

CModovasus, called alfo Hludovicus, Hudovicus, I.udicin, Yr. of FI, 
and Clovis, was no fooner raifed, to the throne than he A 2 p 0 ‘ tl 
thought of enlarging his dominions, which, according to the ' * *j . 
belt writers, extended only from the Wahal to the city of ciotowui. 
Tournay. That Childeric was, at his death, mailer of 1 our- 
nay, cannot be queftioned, Cnee he was interred there ; and, 
on the other hand, we are certain that Clovis redded at 
Tournay during the firit years of l.is reign f . '1 he kingdom, 
therefore, to which he fucceedcd, was bounded on the north 
by the Wahal ; on the eaft by the city of Tong res, which 
belonged to another tribe of Franks, and was not reduced 
by Clovis till the tenth year of his reign, as Gregory of 
Tours relates in exprefs terms ; on the fouth by the king¬ 
dom of Ragnacharius, who poflefied Cambray ; on the weft 
by the kingdom of Chararic, commonly placed between the 

• 

Greg. Tur. lib, ii. cap. xa. * Vide Du Ch. tom- i. p* 631, 

• 

(K) The words of Gregory of utilitatem tuam, quod fis valde 
Tours we tbefe: “His ergo ftrennuus j ideoque vem, ut 
regnantibus limul, Bafina ilia, habitem tecum, _ Nam noveris, 
quam fupra memoravimus, re- fi in tranfmarinis partibus ali- 
lifto viro fuo, ad Chitdericum quem cognoviffem utilitorem te, 

^enit. Qui cum folicite inter- expetiflem utique cohabitatio- 
rogaret, qua de caufi ad eum nemejus, At illegaudens earn 
de tanti regione veniflet, re- fibi conjugio copulavit. 

IpoodilTe fertur: novi, inquit, 
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Efcault and the ocean. Ragnacharius and Chararic were 
Iftewife kings of,the Franks; but ruled.over different tribes, 
and were quite independent of Clovis, ’’is well as of each 
othqr. The other provinces of Gaul.wcrc governed by the 
•Romans, by the Vifigotbj, and 'by the Burgundians, who 
all tyrannized over the unhappy natives. Clovis, refolvetf 
to extend his dominions ; and perhaps, a&his ambition knew 
no bounds, he beirjg then but in thi twentieth year of hi's 
age, afpiring to nothing lefs th r an the monarchy of all Gaul, 
thought it politl'c to begin with the'Romans, who, by the 
ruin of the Weflern Empire, were reduced to the lowed 
ebb of power. Syagrius, the fon of iEgidius, of whom we 
fpoken before, held the city of Soiffons. He had fucceeded 
his father in the government of that city, and perhaps bad 
madehimfelf abfolute mafter of it during the annuity w'hich 
had prevailed in Gaul, upon the decline of the weftern 
empire,'Tince he is, by Gregory of Tours, diftinguiihed 
with the title of king v. However that be, Clovis, being 
refolved to reduce that city, invited Chararic and Ragna¬ 
charius to aflift him in the enterprize, to which' the latter 
readily conferred ; but Chararic declined being concerned 
in the undertaking. But for the particulars of the reign of 
CloVis, we mult refer the reader to our modern hiltory of 
France. f 

SECT. VI. 

The Ancient State of the Burgundians, Alemans, Heruli, 
and Gepidcc. 

The Burgundians. 

, T*HE Burgundians, who, upon the decline of the em- 
pire, feized on a confiderable portion of Gaul, and 
founded a new- kingdom there, were, according to Ammi- 
anus Marcellinua h , originally defeended from the Romans. 
Orofius, who wrote about the year 420, was of the fame 
opinion ; “ We are told (fays that writer), that Drufus 
Nero, and his brother Tiberius, the adopted fons of Caclar 
Auguftus, having fubdued the interior parts of Germany, 
left feveral camps in tlie<.country, and part of their army, 
to keep the neighbouring people in fubjeftion. From the 
Roman foldiers, who were on this occafion left to gnard the 
camps, are defeended the Burgundians. The caflles ami 
ftrong-holds, built for the defence of a country, are by the 
Germans called burgis 5 and hence the Romans who guard¬ 
ed them, and their dependents, were named Burgundian;- 

s Gr«g. Tur, lib. ii. *.ip, 37, h Ammian. lib. xxviii. p- 375 - 

Theit 
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Their conquefts in Gaul, continues our hiltorian,' evince 
that they were a ntmerous and warlike‘natron. As they 
embraced the catholic^ faith, the ecclefiaftics, whofe fin- 
ritual jurifdiclion they aijcnowleged, have deicribed them 
mild and tractable in their difpofttion; for, in the countries 
where they fettled, they treated the natives, not as Grangers 
whom they had fuhdt^d, hut as brothers in Chrift ■. Pliny 
the Elder luppofes them to l;e a German nation, defeended 
from the Vindili, whom moll writers mention as the/ame 
people with the Vandttls k . Valelius diftin’guilhes the Bur¬ 
gundians of Germany from thofe of the fame name who 
dwelt more to the call, on the banks of the Danube *. 

The Burgundians of Germany were fometimes in alli¬ 
ance, and fometimes at war, with the empire; but never 
had the reputation of a warlike nation. The writers who 'Theleaft 
flourilhed in thofe times fpeak of them as inferity in cou- ““'arkktef 
rage and bravery to the other Germans ; and obferve, that a f ,he 
the Burgundians dwelt in cattles and fortified places, 
whereas the other German nations fcorned any other fence 
but their’arms “. Moil of them were mechanics, and, be¬ 
fore they fettled in Gaul, they ufed to refort in great num- 
hers^to that country, to earn a livelihood by their respec¬ 
tive profellions. As to their form of government, they were 
divided into feveral tribes, each having its refpe£live chief 
or king, whofe authority was fo far from being hereditary, 
that it was not continued ever! during life. The kings of Their 
this nation, whom we find mentioned in hillory, are Gun- 
dicar, Gundiac, Bilimer, Gundebald, Sigifniund, and Go- 
demar. Thefe princes reigned after the Burgundians had 
entered Gaul, in the year 407 ; but they had, doubtlefs, 
kings or chiefs long before that period, though n6t men¬ 
tioned by the hiftorians whofe works have reached us. 'Die They think 
kings of the Burgundians, as well as thofe of the other 
Barbarians, did not think it beneath them to ferve in the wilA lht 
Botn.111 armies, to execute fome of the chief offices of the sanities 
empire, and to receive, at the hands of the emperors, fucb of the on- 
dignities as they ufually conferred on th^ir fubjedls. Thus P irt ’ 
Gundiac was, in the reign of Anthemius, magiller militiae, 
or general of the Roman armies; ^nd Gundebald, his eldeft 
fon, patrician. Chilperic, the brother of Gundebald, had 
been likewife magiller militia:, and was afterwards created 
patrician His fon Sigiftnund, who fucceeded him in the 
kingdom, received from Anaftafius the fame dignity of pa- 

* Qrof. lib. vii. cap. 19. fc Plin. lib. iv. cap. 14. p. 86. 1 Valef. 

Ker. Franc, p. 4'S. m Socrat. Hitt. Ecclef. lib. vii, cap. jo* 

* Ennot}. Vi;, p. 4 , 4 . 
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triclan, on which occafion he wrote to the emperor the fol- 
lowing letterMy predeceffors and I{-have been ever fo 
attached to the Roman empire, as t<f thifek ourfelves more 
honoured by the dignities the emperors have conferred upon 
us, than by the titles which have been tranfmitted to us by 
our ancestors. We command at home ; but think it a 
greater honour to feme abroad in your armies °.” 

The ufe of legal fluels, or duels Ordered by the magif- 
trates or judges, to difcovei, from the event, the truth of 
contelted fails, was firfl; introduced n into Gaul, where it 
long obtained, by the Burgundians. Gundebald was the 
firfl who ellabli(hed,by law this maxim, that thebefl cham¬ 
pion is the heft man, and ought to be believed ; a maxim 
which has fo ofierf>proved fatal to innocence ! This unjuft 
and fanguinary law was couched in the followinjf’words: 
“ Being fully convinced, that many of our fubje£ls fuffer 
tbemfelves to be corrupted -by their avarice, or hurried on 
by their obftinacy, fo as to attell by oath what they know 
not, and indeed what they know to be falfe; to put a flop 
to fuch fcandalous'pradlices, when two Burgundians are at 
law, if the defendant fliall fwear that he owes not what is 
demanded of him, pr that he is not guilty of the crime laid 
to his' charge ; and the plaintiff, on the other hand, not fa- 
tisfied therewith, fhall declare, that he is ready to maintain, 
fword in hand, the truth of what he advances; if the de¬ 
fendant does not acquiefce, 'it fliall be lawful for them to 
decide the contrajl/erfy by dint of fword. This is to be 
likewife underflood of the witneffes of either party, it being 
juft, that every man fhoulcl be ready to defend with his 
fword the truth which he attefts, and to fubmit himfelf to 
the judgement gS Heaven. If one of the plaintiff’s wit¬ 
neffes fhall be killed, all the others fhall be condemned to 
pay immediately three hundred folidi. If the defendant is 
overcome, the plaintiff fhall receive three times the fum 
which he demanded. It is our will and pleafure, that this 
law be ftridtly obferved and executed, that our fubjedls may 
conceive an utter averfion to the deteflable fin of perjury. 
Given at Lyons, tfie twenty-feventh of June, Abienus be¬ 
ing confulthat is, in jqi *>. This law was no fooner 
pub! 1 fired, than Avitus, bifhop of Vienne, wrote a letter to 
the king, remonftrating, with equal zeal and learning, 
againft the kijuflice of it, but could by no means prevail 
upon that prince to repeal it 5 on the contrary, it gained 
ground, and prevailed by degrees among the Franks, and 
ail the other nations redding in Gaul. 

• Avit. ep. lxxxiii. p. 137, B Lex fiurg. tit. xlv. 

M 



The Hifiory of the Burgundians . 

As to the hiftory of the Burgundians, we find nothing 
worthy of notice ceucerning them till the jear 275, the 
(irft of tiie emperoR- Tajitus’s reign, when, in conjunction 
with the Lugiaus, the Franks, and the Vandals, they erqiTed 
the Rhine, over-ra'» all Gaul, and made themfelves mailers 
#f feventy cities and upwards in that country s: hut in the 
mean time Tacitus being afladinated* Probus, who was 
chofen in his room, Viarchcd again If them, and having 
gained a complete victory over the Burgundians and Van¬ 
dals on the banks of t?he Rhine, obliged fliem to fu£ for 
peace ; which was granted, upon their promifing to re- 
ftore the booty they had made, and fet, at liberty the pri- 
loners they had taken : buc as they did not faithfully com¬ 
ply with this condition, Probus fell upontthem in their re¬ 
treat, cu? off great numbers, and took many prifoners, 
whom he afterwards fent into Britain, where thejr proved 
very ferviceablc to the Romans in all feditions and infur- 
rections r . In the reign of the emperor Dioclefian they en¬ 
tered Gaul again with the Heruli, the Alemans, and the Chai- 
bons or Cavions, a people on no other otcafion mentioned 
in hiftory, and of whom all we know is, that their country, 
as v^ell as that of the Heruli, lay at a great diltance from 
Gaul * 

We are told, that the AIemans*and Burgundians were 
clcltroyed by their own numbers, which occafioned a fa¬ 
mine that was followed by a ■plague ; fo that they were 
eifily defeated by Maximum, whom Dioclefian had taken 
for his coadjutor in the empire. Of fuch multitudes of 
Barbarians, a very fmall number is laid to have returned 
home, the reft being carried off by the plague, or put to 
the fword by the Romans. For the advantages gained over 
the Barbarians on this occafion, the two emperors were de¬ 
creed a triumph, as appears from a medal {truck this year. 
In 291, a war broke out between the Burgundians and 
Alemans, in which the former feem to have gained confi- 
derable advantages over'the latter ; for we are told that they 
reduced great par#of their country, and that the Alemans 
were endeavouring to recover what they had loft : this is 
* all we know of that war. In the year 370, the feventh of 
Valentinian I. the Burgundians appeared on the banks of 
the Rhine, to the number of eighty thoufand fighting men, 
invited thither by Valentinian, who maintained a private 
intelligence with their chiefs, and had promifed to pais the 
Bhine, and, in conjunction with them, fall upon Macrian, 

s Tacit. Vit. p. 227. Valef.Ver. Ffanc. lib. i. p. 7, 8. r Prob. 
V*t. p. *38. Zof. lib. i. p. 664. ■ Buch- Beig. p. **«• 
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kiftg of the Alemans* with whom they were then at va-. 
riance ; but the ^emperor, who was employed in building 
forts on the Rhine, not being difpolrd toVnterrupt the work, 
and jpin them* as he had promifed to do, they returned 
home, highly i neenfed againft Valentinian, by whom'they 
had been thus difappointed and deluded ! } but we do nci 
find they committed any hoftilities againft the empire. 

In the year 407, 'they followed tht Vandals, Sueves, and 
Alans, who had entered Gauf the laft day of the preceding 
year*; in order tt> (hare with them thl fpoils of thofe wealthy 
provinces; but they did ngt fettle in that country till the 
Yr. of FI. year 413, when, a^Profper tells us, they obtained that part 
A*P 4,3. °f Gaul which borders on the Rhine, that is, according to 
, J Bucherius, the prefent Alface, and the remaining par»of 

'The begin- Germania Prima, which, in the opinion of thSt writer, 
nifig of were ceded to them by HonoriusSuch was the com- 
thetr king- niencfenfent of the kingdom of the Burgundians in Gaul. 
Gout"’ They continued quiet in the fettlements allotted them till 
the year 435, when, in conjundtiou with the Heruli, the 
Hunns, and the (Franks, they entered • Belgic Ghul, com¬ 
mitting wherever they came dreadful ravages, though they 
had, upon their fi{ft fettling in Gaul, promifed to affift the 
Romans, and ferve in their armies as fubjedls of the em¬ 
pire. Aetius marched aguinft them, and having defeated their 
army with great daughter in a pitched battle, reduced them 
to fuch difficulties, that Guodicarius their king was obliged 
to fue for peace,! which in the end be obtained, but did 


GunJica- 
rius their 
king killed 
by the 
Hunns. 


make 
themfelves 
majleri of 
fever a I ci¬ 
ties and 
fleets in 
Gaul. 


not long qnjoy, bejng, in the beginning of the following 
year, attacked by the Hunns, perhaps at the inftigation of 
Aetius, and cut off, with twenty thoufand of his fubjedts v . 
They continued on the banks of the Rhine till the year 438, 
when they were removed from thence by Aetius to the pre- 
fent duchy of Savoy. During their refidence here, Gun- 
tfiac, who fucceeded Gundicar, and is thought to have been 
his fon, joining Theodoric, king of the Vifigoths, about the 
year 456, againft the Sueves, marched with him into Spain, 
^ptl fignalized himfelf in the battle tbit was fought the 
fame year on thfc banks of the Orbegua, in which the 
Sueves were entirely defeated, their king Rechiarius wound-*' 
ed, and afterwards taken 1 prisoner x . 

Gundiac, upon his return from Spain, feized on part of 
Gaul, dividing the lands with the Roman fenators. Vale¬ 
rius is pf opinion, that he then made himfelf mailer of the 
pity of Lyons r . In 463, Gundiac wrote to Hilarius, bifhop 

« Amm. lib. x*«. p. 377. « Such. Belg. p. 44.0. w Mat. 

p. jj. Val. Rer- Franc, lib. ill. p. 138, * * Jorn. p. 

y Valet Rer. Franc! p. 186. 
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of Home, concerning an affair relative to Die, in Daa- 
pbiny ; whence we *nay conclude he was, a$ $at time in 
pofleffion of that /ity. ^ Some are of opinion, that both 
Die and Vienne were ceded to him by the emperor Avitus, 
whofe caufe he had^ efpoufed T . ^Others think that Gun- 
tiiac, taking advantage of the difturbances that were occa- 
fioned by the depofition of Avitus, extended his dominions, 
and feized on the ab^ve mentioned cities. It is certain 
that, in the war between the* Romans and Vifigoths about 
the year 470, the Burgundians, under thS command of 
their king Gundiac, and his fort Chilperic, fought for the 
Romans; as we are told, that they defended the province 
of Auvergne againft Lurie, Ling of the Vifigoths, being 
jealous of the growing power of that prinde. Befides, both 
Gundiac^tnd Chilperic were at that time magiflri militiae, 
and commanded the Roman troops ; whence it is probable, 
that the Romans either yielded the above mentioned coun¬ 
tries, or fullered that people to feize them, not caring to 
quarrel at the fame time with the Vifigoths and Burgun¬ 
dians. Btfore the year 490, the BurguncHans were mailers 
of all Lugdunenfis Prima, which Sidonius ftyles Germanica 
Lugjlunenlis, faying it was then fubjec\ to Shilperic, the 
fon of Gundiac. The fame writer tells us elfewhere,that 
when he left Lyons, and retired to Auvergne, a Burgun¬ 
dian king refided in that city with his queen. Sidonius 
withdrew from Lyons about the year 470, finding himfelf 
obnoxious to the Burgundians, who fufpe&ed him of pri¬ 
vately favouring the Franks. Chilperic was likewife mafier 
of the country in which the abbey of St. Claudius was fi- 
tuated *; that is, of the country of the Sequani. When 
Sidonius died, Aprunculus, bilhop of Langres, finding the 
Burgundians fufpetted he carried on a private correfpon- 
dence with the Franks, made his efcape from the caftle of 
Dijon, and withdrew to Auvergne b . In 494, F.piphanius, 
hilltop of Pavia, went to the court of Gundebald at Lyons, 
and to that of Godigifcles at Geneva '; hence we may 
conclude that the Burgundians were then inafters of all 
thefe places. 

In the year 473, Gundebald was at Ravenna ; he is faid 
to have induced Glycerins to talce upon him the title of 
emperor in that city <*. After the depofition of Gtycerius, 
Gundebald efpoufed the caufe of Nepos, who was raifed 
fo the imperial throne in his place, joining the Romans in 
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Gan! againil the Vifigoths, who, under the command of 
Eurrc, their, king, attempted to make themfelves mailers of 
Auvergne In the year 480, Otjoacel, king of Italy, hav¬ 
ing ceded Provence to the Vifigoths, Gundebald, jealous 
of the inereafing power pf that nation, i claimed part of the 
country that had been granted them. * bis claim occaiioned 
a war between the two nations, in which the Burgundians 
were fubdued, according to Jornarfdes, by the Vifigoths, 
who made themfelves complete mailers of Gaul: but that 
writer was certainly miilaken, as tHe Burgundians were, in 
the year 514, and 528, iliU maikers of above twenty-eight 
cities, and, among the reft, of Lyons, Vienne, Befan^on, 
and Embrun, which appears from the acts of the councils 
of Agde and Eptfeme, held in thofe times. In the year 4t)o, 
the Burgundians, under the conduit of Gundebald, enter¬ 
ing Italy, with a defign, as they pretended, to ailiil Odoacer 
againil Theodoric the Oilrogoth, committed unparalleled 
lavages in Liguria, putting ail to fire and fword, and carry¬ 
ing off, upon their return, fuch numbers of captives, that 
in moil places there were not left fufficient hands to till 
the ground. They met with no oppofition, the Homans, 
who had always lijoked upon them as their friends an4pro- 
teilftrs, not being the leaft upon their guard againil them f . 
Gundebald afterwards “declared, that he had ailed as an 
open enemy, to be revenged on the king of Italy, who had 
deceived him by a falfe alliance ; but whether he meant 
Theodoric, or Odoacer, is uncertain. About this time 
Gundebald fent one Laurentius, a perfon of great diftinc- 
tion among the Burgundians, with the character of ambnffa- 
dor to the emperor Anadafius at Conftantinople 8 ; but 
with what commillion he was charged, we are not inform¬ 
ed. Two lettets have reached us, both written in 497, the 


one by the emperor Anaftafius to Clovis, intreating him to 
prevail upon Gundebald to allow one of Laurentius’s fons 
to repair to his father at Conllantinople ; the other by Clo¬ 
vis to Gundebald, who readily complied with his and the 
emperor’s -requell. In the hillory of the Franks, we have 
ltiCjntioned the war which Gundebald waged with Clovis, 
Yr. of FI. arid his brother Godegifcjes, whom in the end he defeated, 
' and put to death. Being reftotfed to his dominions, he 
A.P. 516. j^igrred without moleftinghis neighbours, or being difturbed 
by them till his death, which happened in the year 516 h > 
‘ IC1 ‘ Some years before his death he Was inclined to renounce 
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privately the errors of Ariusi hut could by no meins be 
prevailed upon, fays Qregoryof Tours, to afknowlege pub¬ 
licly the myftery of ihe Holy Trinity K 

Gundebald was fuccee’ded by his fon Sigifmund, who SigifmmJ, 
had no fooner takeA polielSon of,his father’s dominions, 
th?n he difpatched ar^baffadors to the emperor Anaftafius, 
at Conflantinople, acquainting him with his acceffion to 
the crown. In the letter he wrote on this occafion to the 
emperor, he ftyles his father ofie of Anaftafius’s moil faith¬ 
ful fubje£ts; and adds, that the nation which he governed 
had ever acknowleged Anattafnis.for their liege lord ; that, h, at . 
he himfelf deemed it a greater honour.to ooey his com- hnowlega 
mantis than to be obeyed by a whole nation; that thefe himfelf a 
fen»ments were hereditary in his family; tjiat his anceltors f u fi ea °f 
had ever Iftd hearts truly Homan, thinking themfelves more ‘ ‘ em t lTt ' 
honoured by the titles, which the emperors had been pleafed 
lo confer upon them, than by thofe, however f^ecious, 
which they had received by biith ; that the country which 
it was now his lot to govern, though lying at a great diftance 
from the chpital of the empire, was not, on that account, 
lefs fubject to the imperial crown than thofe that were 
contiguous. He ciofes the letter thus: ‘','fhe^Eaft is go¬ 
verned by your prefence, the Well under your aufpices." By 
this letter, therefore, I offer my duty to the greatelt of 
princes; and wait, with fubmiflion, your augull com¬ 
mands' 1 .” Sigilmund wrote a fecond letter to Anaftafius, 
returning him thanks for the honours to which he had 
raifed him, and acquainting him, that, upon his father’s 
death, he had immediately written to him; but that his 
ambaff'adors had been Hopped on their way to Conftan¬ 
tinople '. In this letter, as well as in the former, and in 
a third, which he wrote to the emperor Juftin, he owns 
himfelf a fubjecl of the empire, and the language of a fub- 
je£t to his fovereign prevails throughout. 

There was, doubtlefs, at this time a mi funder Handing 
between Theodoric and Sigifmund, which however did not 
proceed to an open rupture. Sigifmund, in the lixth year //, cau f„ 
of his reign, caufed his fon Sigeric to be fnhumanly afiafli- his fon Si - 
Stated. Of this murder Gregory of Tours gives us the fol- g' r,c 10 h* 
lowing account: Sigifmund’s firft wife was the daughter of 
Theodoric king of Italy, and by her he had a fon named 
Sigeric. Upon the death of that princefs, he married one 
of her domellics, who, looking upon Sigeric with the eyes 
of a ftepmother, did all that was in her power to incenfe 
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his-father againft: him. The young prince, indeed, by his 
haughty and contemptuous behaviour? increafed the aver- 
fion which the new queen bore hpi a4 a ftepmother; for 
fca having one day appeared inftie roHs of his mother, he 
publicly upbraided her for prefuming t^-'fhew heifeif in the 
apparel of one whole menial fervant/fhe had been. This 
bitter reproach galled her to fuch a degree, that, tranfport- 
cd with rage, fhe refolved at all events to make Sigeric pay 
dcay for his infolence. -Accordingly, as fhe had great in¬ 
fluence over tier hufband, fhe pdrfuaded him, that the 
young prince had formed » defigxi of affaffinating him, and 
joining bis dominions to thofe of his grandfather Theodoric. 
Sigifmund gave entire credit to thefe falfe and malicious in- 
finuations, and,‘without farther inquiry, to anticipate»his 
fon’s defigns, caufed him to be ftrangled, while fie was re- 
pofing qfter dinner. He was fcarce dead, when Sigifmund, 
ftung with the remorfe of fo heinous a crime, threw himfelf 
upon the dead body, and, bathing it in tears, called himfelf 
of all men the moll unhappy ; which exclamation one of 
his fervants heafing, “ You have but too much reafon, 
(faid he) to bewail your own fate ; but, as for yourfon, he 
died free from alUguilt; and is now happy".” A fevy days 
after this fatal event, Sigifmund retired to the monaftery of 
St. Mauritius in Valois, to do penance for the crime he had 
committed ; and there founded what is called by our hifto- 
rian laus ftrennis, that is a: fervice to be celebrated night 
and day without intermiffion, by feveral ecclcfiaftics reliev¬ 
ing one another. After a fhort flay in that monaftery, he 
returned to Lyons, and there gave in marriage a daughter, 
which he had by his firft wife Qftrogotha, to king Theo- 
doric or Thierri, the eldeft fon of Clovis. 

Worbi- Ai the Oftrogoths, and their king Theodoric, were 
tween the greatly irritated againft Sigifmund for the murder of his 

fon > v Y hom the y ,ooked u P on as a prince of their own blood, 
Clothildis thought this a favourable conjun&ure to be re¬ 
venged on the pofterity of Gundebald, as he was no more, 
for the death of^her father Chilperic, of her mother, and 
her brothers, all maflacred by that prince’s order. Having 
therefore firft reminded ^he three kings her children, Clo-* 
domir, Childebert, and CJotharius, of the cruel and inhu¬ 
man treatment which hei father and mother had met with 
at the hands of Gundebald, -fhe exhorted them not to lofe 
the opportunity that prefented itfelf of revenging it on his 
pofterity. As this advice was entirely agreeable to the am¬ 
yous views of the young princes, they readily liftened to 

^ Greg. Tur, lib. iii. cap. j. 
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jt, and began to make the neceffary preparations. They 
preffed Theodoric, \^bom their father Clovis h$d by a con¬ 
cubine, to join th Jm in the enterprizc ; but as he had 
married the daughter of *Sigifmund, and had not bcen t in 
any refpe& injured cithei'hy hinj or his anccftors, he de¬ 
clared that he wouf\ take no part in a wav between his 
brothers and father-in-law, but obferve a ftrici neutrality. 
The three princes, therefore, finding they could not prevail 
upon him to join them, took’thq field without him, and, 
entering the dominionstof Sigifmund, begtm to lay them 


wane. . , 

Sigifmund, having collcSed a body o/ troops, marched Yr. of FI. 
againlt them ; but, in the battle that enfued, he was de- *871. 

fc.rfed, and obliged to take refuge in a motallery, where he D - S* 3 * 

lay fome^ime concealed in the habit of a monk; but his 7 ~Z 7 " 

own fubjc&s, by whom he was abhorred on account of the a ff ea ud 
murder of his fon, difeovered him tp the Franks, tv ho jm- and takm. 


mediately feized him, and delivered him to Clodomir, who 
had already in his power his wife and children. Clodomir 
fent both the prince and his unfortunate family to the city 
of Orleans, where they were elofely confined. Upon 
the news of his captivity, the greater p<jrt of the country 
fubmitted to the Franks. This revolution happened,* ac¬ 
cording to the bilhop of Avranches* in the year 523. In 
the confullhip of Maximus, fays that writer in his chro¬ 
nicle ", Sigifmund was by the Burgundians delivered up to 
the Franks, who carried him away in the habit of a monk, s; 
in which they had found him; and afterwards threw him, p^uodtaek 
with his wife and children, into a deep well, where they by Clodt- 
were all drowned. Maximus was conful, as appears from mir. 
all the ancient chronologers, that year. What our chrono- 
loger relates of the unhappy end of Sigifmund and his fa¬ 
mily, did not happen till the following year, when the 
Franks returning to their own country, the Burgundians, 
who had fubmitted to them, revolting, proclaimed Gode- Go j tmttr ' 
mar, the brother of Sigifmund their king; and, in order to king of th* 
induce the Oftrogoths to afTift them, at leaft undeihand, Burgun- 
ceded to them four cities, namely, Carpfcntras, Cavaillon, 
•Tricaftinum, now St. Paul-trois-chateaux, and Apt’’. No 
mention is made of any fnccours fent them by the Oftro¬ 
goths. It is not, however, to be doubted, but that Ilieo- • 
doric, then king of that nation, who was greatly alarmed 
at the growing power of the Franks, affifted them as far as 
he coudd, without openly declaring in their favour. 


■ Avenf. Chron. ad. aim, j*j. * Vide Coint, Anna). Ecclef. 
Franc, tom. i. 
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The JTtftoty of the Burgundians. 

News was no fooner brought to the three princes of the 
Frank#* tha^Goriemar had been procIAmed king of the Bur¬ 
gundians, and acknowleged event in tlpfe countries which 
had fubmitted to them, than tl^gy refuted to take the field 
again : but Clodomir, b<«fore he fet ou/'on his tnarch, order¬ 
ed Sigifmund, with his wife and /nildren, to be put to 
death in the city of Orleans, in thy manner we have re¬ 
lated, notwithftanding the remonftranccs and menaces of 
Avjtus, abbot of Mici, a perfon highly efteemed and rever¬ 
ed all over Gaul for the facility of his life. Gundebald 
had caufed the father, mtf.her, ‘and brother, of Clothildis 
to be thrown into*a well; and in the fame manner, by way 
of retaliation, Clodomir ordered Sigifmund to be difpatch- 
ed, with his wife and children. Soon after this execution, 
Clodomir led his troops againft Godemar; and the two 
armies jnecting at Veferonee, in the territory of Vienne, 
not far from the city of Bclley, a bloody battle enfued, in 
which the Burgundians, after a long and obftinate refin¬ 
ance, were put to flight: but Clodomir, purfuing the ene¬ 
my with more ardour than caution, was furrounded by 
them, and cut in pieces p . The Burgundians, fays Agatlrias, 
concluding from Clodomir’s long hair, which covered his 
(boulders, that he war, one of the kings of lire Franks, ftruck 
off his head, and, carrying it upon the point of a fpcar, re¬ 
turned to the charge ; but were repulfcd by the Franks, and 
a fecond time put to flight'. However, the Franks being 
deftitute of a leader (for the children of Clodomir were yet 
very young), they readily concluded a peace with the Bur¬ 
gundians, one of the articles of which was, that they flrould 
reftore to Godemar all the countries they had feized during 
the war. Gregory of Tours fays, that Godemar, having 
raifed a new army, profecuted the war very vigoroufly, and, 
in the end, recovered the kingdom of hi# anceftors. Ac¬ 
cording to the chronicle of the bifhop of Avranches, the 
battle of Veferonee was fought the lame year in which 
Godemar had been proclaimed king, namely in 524. 

The peace conjluded between the Franks and Burgun¬ 
dians lafted for the fpace of eight years, at the expiration 
of which time, the two furviving brothers, Childebert and 
Ciotbarius, again invaded the dominions of Godemar. 
"What gave rife to this xfor, we are not told ; but, fo far as 
me can conjecture from Procopius, they were prompted 
itiVrely by their ambition, to invade a kingdom, which, 
they were well apprifed, they could eafily reduce.* Chil- 
debert and Clotharius, baving made the neceiTary prepara¬ 
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tions to invade the kingdom of Burgundy, folicited their 
brother Theodoric tc»join them in the enterprize; but he 
openly declared, thjjt he would take no part in that war. 
This refufal gave grtat offetjce to the Franks, who were fvb- 
je£l to him ; indeedV they were ditpleafcd with his conduct 
tc^fuch a degree, thai\hey openly threatened to revolt from 
him, and acknowlege r^ie other two princes, if he did not 
a fit It them with all his fences, t and look upon their caufe as 
the common caufe of the Franks. Theodoric, to quiet his 
mutinous fuhjeifts, told^hcm, that, without*him, his Gro- 
thers were fufficiently powerful tosattack the king of the Bur¬ 
gundians ; that, however, he would not foil to join them, 
if they fhould ft.’.nd in need of his alTiftauec ; but that, in 
theVtean jirne, he defigned to lead them Ig.i'mll the inha¬ 
bitants of Auvergne, who, during the war he hail lately 
waged againfl the Thuringians, had given ftrong proofs of 
their difafFe&ion to his perfon and government; that he de¬ 
figned to lay wafte their country ; and that thofe who fol¬ 
lowed him thither fhould have free-quarters, and be at full 
liberty to plunder. The fubjecls of Th.cofloric, allured by 
thefe promifes, refigned all thoughts of joining the other two 
princ*s in their expedition againfl the Busgundians. Chil- 
debert, therefore, and Clotharius, hoping to compafiftReir 
defign without the affiftance of Thdodoric, took the field, 
and, entering the territories of the Burgundians, laid fiege 
to Auguftodunum, now Autun,'obliged Godemar to fave 
himfelf by flight, and made themfelves mailers of his 
kingdom. 

Thus, in a few words, Gregory of Tours gives us an ac¬ 
count of the reduction of the kingdom of the Burgundians, 
one of the moll remarkable events in the hiltory of the 
Franks. And Marius Aventienfis is no lefs.concife on the 


fame fubjedl. In the confulfhip of Paulinus the younger, 
fays that writer, Childebert, Clotharius, and Theodebert, 
kings of the Franks, reduced Burgundy, and having put 
Godemar to flight, divided his kingdom among shem. 
According to this writer, it appears that the war lafted two 
years, and that Theodoric dying in the mean time, his fon 
Theodebert joined the other twp princes. From other 
writers we learn that, in this war, the Burgundians were 
aflifted both by the Oftrogoths and Vifigoths ; that in fe- 
veral fkirmifhes the Franks were defeated by thofe two na¬ 
tions ; but that, upon the death of Athalaric, the Oftrogoths 
having withdrawn their troops, the Burgundians were in the 
end obliged to fubmit to the conquerors. Procopius tells 
us, that Godemar was taken prifoner by the Franks, who 
(tent him u.idtr clofe confinement in one of their caftlesj 
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that, tijjpn his captivity, the Bnrgundians agreed to ferve tha 
Frank$$R4heir wars, and to pay them.a yearly tribute, with 
fuch taMies and cuftoms :as they bad pj.id to Godemar and 
his pre'ckceflbrs One of the conditions on which they 
fubmitted to the Franks was, though n<b mentioned by Pro¬ 
copius, that they Ihould be govern?^; by their own law&j 
which they a&ually were till the reign of Lewis furuamed 
the Debonnair, as we dial! relate in another place. Thus 
the Franks, prompted by their boundlcfs ambition, extended 
their dominiotfs at the expence of their neighbours, till they 
became complete mailers Gaul. 

The Alemans. 

*T H E Alemans, a nation, who in procefs of time be¬ 
came fo famoits in hiltory, made their firft appearance 
about the year 214, the fourth of the emperor Caracalla’s 
reign r . Agathias, upon the authority of Afinius Qmidratus, 
a Roman hiftorian, who wrote in the reign of the emperor 
Philip, about th* year 247, acquaints us, that the Alemans 
Yfoirori- were originally a motly multitude, confiding of fevcral na- 
»>"• tions, as appears from their very names, figuilying all men, 

%of men of all nations. Some German writers^ dif- 
td with this etymology, derive the name of Alemans 
the word atelman, lignifying a man of d'flhUVion 1 ; 
re other derivation is both more natural and better 
,ded. The Alenrans, according to the mod common 
opinion, confided chiefly of Sueves, who, in procefs of 
time, were joined by feveral other German nations, and 
fome Gauls j as we are told by Tacitus, that a confiderable 
number of Gauls, abandoning their own country, went to 
fettle beyond jtbe Rhine, in that territory which had for- 
TktW merly belonged to the Sueves u . The Alemans are placed 
twtttiy. by Aurelius Vi&or, St. Jerom w , and other writers, between 
the Danube, the Upper Rhine, and the Mein, that is, in 
the pxefent duchy of Wirtemberg. They were a numerous 
and warlike nation, and are chiefly celebrated for fighting 
with great Ikill 'and dexterity on horfeback *. They had 
fuch an averfion to flavery, that even their women, fome of 1 
whom were taken prifoners by Caracalla, chofe rather to 
die than to be fold for Haves. Caracalla, however, ordered 
them to be fold ; but preferring death to flavery, they laid 
Violent hands- on themfelves, fome of them having fird dif- 
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patched their children *. Their government was monar- t/,*>;*- 
chical; for we fintj feveral of their, kings r^entioned in vtrnmnt 
hiftory, of whom v.e (hall foon have occafion to fpeak. As “ndreti- 
to their religion, tljfy wtfrfliipped the fame deities that vjere ^ un ' 
-adored by the otbeAGermafi nations. 

# In the year 2i4,\aracalla is faid to have made war upon y r . of FI. 
the Cenni, or, as feme read, the Chatti, the Alemans, »<6». 
and other German nations. The Alemans, it feems* had AD - **<• 
joined the Chatti or Catti; a*nd Caracalla, under pretence ~ 
of fuccouring another sation, with whom they were af va- 
liance, made war upon thgm, ajul is faid to have defeated by Cara- 
the Alemans on the banks of the Mein, 2 . He afterwards culla. 
concluded a peace with them, diitributed large fums among 
thgm, lifted great numbers of them in his^army, and fome 
even fertfcd in his guards, choofing rather to truft his life 
to them than to.the Romans. Aurelius Vi&or adds, that 
he often appeared in the drefs peculiar to thofe Bafbarians, 
wearing falfe hair of the fame colour with theirs“. In con- 
fequentq of the victory he gained over the Alemans, he 
took the ’furname of Alemannicus b . In*lie year 234, the 
thirteenth of the emperor Severus Alexander, the Alemans, 
and other German nations, having paffer^ the Rhine, made 
thenJfclves mailers of the forts built on the banks of that 
river, and entering Gad, ravaged the country. Alexander, 
who was juft then returned from Perfia, where he had 
gained great advantages over Artaxerxes, upon the news of 
this irruption haftened to Gaul, and advanced, without 
lofs of time, to the banks of the Rhine. But the enemy 
having repafied that river upon the news of his approach, 
be ordered a bridge to be thrown over it, with a defign to 
attack them in their own country, as foon as the feafon 
would allow him. to take the field. 

But he being in the mean time affailina*edby the mu¬ 
tinous foldiery, Maximinus, who had mitigated them to 
this aft, and was chofen in his room, ewtssed Germany 
early in the fpring, at the head of a mighty army, ravaged Their 
the country wherever he came, buret the enemy’s h^bita- 
tions, carried off their corn and cattle,’and took a great 
• number of prifoners. We are told that feveral battles were nus 
fought tn the woods and maribes, In each of which the em¬ 
peror killed many of the enemy with his own hand c . For 
the fignal advantages, he gained in this expedition over the 
Alemans, and other German nations, the fenate decrees 

y Dio, lib. lxxvii.'p. 876. 1 Caracal. Vit. p. 87. » Aur. Via. 

de CrcfarH*. ad Ana. Urb. 065. b Spart. in Caracal, cap. 10. p.731. 

2 Maximin. Vit. p. 14*. Herod, lib. vii. p, 590. 
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«be title of Germanicus, which ig 
*W:‘ ( tek J fe . £ " « feVMjt of his medals. The Alemans 
'kti Gaul Continued quiet from thi* tune to the W;ar 256, the fourth 
pud Italy. 
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C \r 1—• -•Mnw.uut»Hi5 iu me yr;ar 250, tne fourth 

of Valerian’s reign* when, making an uhexpeaed irruption 
int° 41 aii^ they laid wa%e that‘couat xL while the Juthon- 
ButaMt-mat b,. the- *i»- ans w ho dwej/^on the banks of tfy; 

In Gaul Ay were defeated, and 


T ena ? e / Italy. --..... 

tty repafs the Rhine* by Pifthumius, governor of 
tbofe provinces. In Italy tMj advanced as far as Milan, 
deftroying the‘country with fire and fword ; but their nu¬ 
merous army, confiding (jf three hundred thoufand men, 
were defeated in,the neighbourhood of that city by Gal- 
lien ttsA 1 ;. . * 1 

W^fisd no r ther mention made of them till the firft 
year of etapeeor Claudius, when- the Juthongilns, mak- 
ing an incurfion into Italy, advanced without oppofition as' 
far as tBe lake Benacus, now Lago di Garda, near Verona. 
Claudius had no fooner fupprefied the rebellion, of Aureolos, 
who had affirmed the purple, than he marched againft 
them,' defeated them in a'pitched battle, and having cut off 
Gnat great numbers, obliged the reft to quit therr booty, and fave 
timber, ,f themfeiyes by a precipitate flighfeimo their own country”. 
*!%V Ut N»*w»*hftanding this defeat, tKy no fooner heard or the 
-■ ■■ death 8f Claudius than, joining the Marcomans, they re- 
^ved to invade Italy again. Bat Aurelian, who fucceeded 
Iplaudius, having timely notice of their march, left Panno- 
nia.wherdfce then was, and meeting them with the flower 
©f his armsy i» Vindelicra, which eomprehendedall the pre- 
fent Bavaria, and a great part of Swabia, obtained, a com¬ 
plete vidlery ovei them, and clofely purfuing ttyln. cut off 
great numbers they attempted to pafs- the Danube. 
u tabledbytfciadifafter, they fent ambaffadors to the em- 
theirancient alliance with the em- 
J>* r * P rf ***H^ey,'Were showed to return utmrolefted to 
ir ow%.gf)Pjfry'r- for^ Aurelian had cut off their retreat, 
i ofjua army to guard the banks of tlje 
emperor refafing to Kften to any terms, 

> reduced to defpair, after various delates and 
refolved at length to enter Italy; fince they* 
'T/T r ‘ not . rrt8rn l<> thdr own country; and accordingly, 
finoing the paffirs unguarded (fer the emperor thpiwfit only 
^’‘ cuttin g off their retreat), they advanced as far a* JPlacen- 
before Aurelian could come op withyiiyn, and ravaged 
the country as they advanced, ‘ “ 
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. As the emperor approached, they’cOncdakd themfelVes 
‘ n the neighbouring •roods, whence rallying owt upon him ur W ar%’. 
in the flight, they jteined a complete vifiofy ; which threw dtfeaud bj 
all Italy, and Roml itfelf, jnto the utmoft confteruatien. thm '• 
The books of the S\yls were confcilted on fhis occafion by 
the emperor’s ordersX^id feveral ceremonies performed to 
avert the impending (t^m; but in the mean time Aureliari, tKlihl 
having received ftrong reinforcements from IHyricfiifi, “if. cu,s c f 
rufhed unexpectedly upon the%nemy in the neighbourhood ‘ a ff 
ofFanum Fortuna?, notvFano, and totally defeated them. 

Such of them as efcaped fromthe firft battle were flain in Vr. of FI. 
two others, one of which was fought in the neighbour- ,6,s - 
hood of Placentia, and the other in the plains of ^jnum, A-D * 7 °' 
or Pavia. # Thus was the whole multitude «tt ofFtO, liman f . jhtirf,. ' 
About four years after this event, the Alemans, who dwelt veralir- 
near the Rhine, made an irruption into Giul, byt were ruptitmt 
forced by Probus, who then commanded iri thofe parts, to 
repafs that river, and return home &. They continued 
afterwards in a Hate of tranquility, without molefting either 
their neighbours or the Romans, for the’fpace of eleven 
years, that is, till the year 285, the third of Didclefian’s 
reign^ when theyattempted, it feems, to enter the smpire -, 
as Dioclefian is laid to have made war upon them, and to 
have gained fome advantages *. Ift 287, they made an¬ 
other incurfion into Gadl, in conjunction with the Burgun¬ 
dians, Heruli, Cavians, and' other barbarous nations; but 
were moil of them cut off by Maximian, or dellroyed by 
famine 1 . For the great advantages gained Over them by 
Maximian, a triumph was decreed by the fenate both to 
him and-DiocleOan, as appears from a medal ftrtick this 
year 287. In the following year Maximian paffed thd 
Rhine at the head of a anmerous army, and entering the 
country of the Alemans, fab! it wafte wh<idM%fpe Cara* 
with fire and fwordi He*iip%iln this expe^pS-'in twcfe* 
dible number of captives, arfd fedOced, if ^Mnpetf nus, hid' 
panegyrift, is to. be credited, jjrest part MdsfriftanpP' At 
the fame time Dioclefian entered Germany ftrough Rfistia, 
and is faid to have extended the con Sties of the empire ter 
the fourceof the Danube. In thg year 291, the Burgun¬ 
dians paft of the country belonging to the Ale¬ 

mans ; ^pn^nilance which gave rife to a War betweerf 
thofe tv -sr Ions } ant as tijrthe iflue of this war, We are 
left spi^fAr the dWk. ■ r # 

f Aw, Vit. p. ti s - Wft. Spit. i Prot». Vk. p. sjy. 

1 Norin dcDioc.sip. if f. rg, to. 
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In - tW*gar.3pij£flnft*ntius CWorus, the father of C$n- 
ftanttnethc^Gre^t, gained a fignal v^iory over the Ale¬ 
mans,. Who entering Gaul with a numerous army, came 
upon him unexpeQedly, while he<had but a fmall body of 
ttoops under his command. Ht was obliged at firft to re- 

t tire, and fheltefbimfelf within the wafts of Langresbut 
■«W arriving a few hours after||chad entered that city, 
marched out,, joined his Other fofces, and engaging the 
enemy* gained a complete .ti&ory K In this battle the 
Alemans loft ftxty thoufand men, <is appears from Eutro- 
pius, St. Jerom', Orofius ^ ant^eypn from Zonaras". The 
Alemans, difpiritpdby fo great a Iofs, did not offer to dif- 
tur b t ^IP eace of the em P ire during the remaining part of 
the Ct^lantius : but in the firft of his ion Qm- 

ftantioe iheyMgan again to make inroads into Gaul, which 
irritated that f- 'tnee to fuch a degree, that, having taken 
fome of theirkings prifoners, he expofed them to be de¬ 
voured by wild hearts in the magnificent {hews which he 
exhibited. Neverthelcfs, in 310, the Alemans, in con- 
junfiion with the Bruaerians, Cherufcans, ami Chama- 
yians., having crqffed the Rhine, laid wafte the neighbour¬ 
ing produces; bu£ Conftantine marchingagainft them, over¬ 
came the allies in a pitched battl|, and bulged them td quit 
their booty, and repafs the Rhine “. On account of this 
yiftory he is fuppofed to have taken the title of Maximus, 
which we find on his coins„ftruck this year?. From this 
rime no mention is made of the Alemans till the eighteenth 
of Couftaitti|,6 , s reign, when they attempted to break into 
Italy; . an Ifivafion which obliged the emperor to take 
the field. They had already advanced as far as, the lake 
hf .Coritoce,.,^hen he detached againft them Arbe- 
o£ his army. This general falling into 
defeated with .great lofs: but fome of the 
: 0^|rided. nndei^him, engaging the enemy 
withont bjs, jptders, put the Alemans to 
iiuius. faysfied with this foiall advantage, 

1 In the courfe of the fame year an¬ 
other bodyj)if Atenwl^breakinginto Gaui with the Franks 
'#! Sax$ns, took and plundered above.focty towns on the® 
b^nks of the Rhine, andtimo^the .r|ftthexity. tof,CoIogne, 
^hich. they almoft entirely ruined. f ^ *, f h.„ 

’ ?^n 5 pnfequence of thefe ravages |66hftantitis, ^willing 
tb leave -Italy and march againft die. JSaH^riajfe ,,iq. ,per- 

Eutrop. p. 5*,. Thfeoph. p. ?. 1 Hiei. gbron. «Orof. 

vu. cap. »j. p. 915. " Zonar. p. a**.-’- , • Panegyr. vii. 

P* « Arapjise. p>. xv* p. $«* j?. 
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fon,raifed Julian to the dignity of Csefiafjandfenthim to com¬ 
mand the Rgman fortes in Gaul. j ulian, f»Qn itf ter his arri- arf ‘ 
val, led all the trosps he conld affemble againft the Ale- drrv$*mtt 
mans, who had adjfancecl aj far as Lyons, with a defignto by Julian, 
furprife that city ;yjut the enemy retiring upon bis ap- 
jwoaeh,' he waited fflk'tbem in the pa lies, through which 
they were to return tc^their own country, and there cut 
molt of them in pieces. A fmall number only, who took 
their route through the prefent Switzerland, had the good 
fortune to make their tfcape, being fuffered to pafs unrno- 
iefted by Barbatio, another Ron»an general, who was en¬ 
camped at Bafie, and is fuppofed to ha»e had private or¬ 
ders from Conftantius to counteract all the defigns of Ju¬ 
lia*. Be that as it may, Julian having thus drive# th» Ale¬ 
mans out*of Gaul, undertook to rebuild the Tres Tabema;, 
a fort near Argentoratum, now Strafburg, fendwn at pre¬ 
fent by the name of Saverne, which the enemy had demo- 
liflied. He not only repaired the ancient fortifications, Jaut 
added new worfcipitored them with provifions for a whole 
year, and teft a ! 'numerous garrifon in the place to keep the 
neighbouring country in fubjection T . In the mean time 
a numerous body of Alemans, falling up«n Barbatio while 
he was engaged in laying a bridge of boats over the Rhihe, 
killed numbers of his men, took the greateft part of his bag¬ 
gage, laid wafte the neighbouring country, and returned 
home loaded with booty. Elated with this victory, they 
aflembled in great numbers under the bannCre-Of Chnodo- 
marius, and fix other kings, and encamped li the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Strafburg. Being informed thereby a deferter, 
that Julian’s army wasonly thirteen thoufand ftrong, Chno-' 
domarius had the arrogance to fend a mefienget to him, ^ 
commanding him to quit a country which the^ 3 a*$&ns had 
acquired by their courage and valour*. LibaniuSfddtls, that, 
the meflenger produced letters from Conftanrius, hi which 
he ceded to him that country . 

Julian howe*j|r," paying no regard to thefe credentials, 
iletained the meflenger as a fpy, and purfued the works he 
had begun at Saverne, till he received intelligence that the 
•enemy, having faffed' the Rhine.^ were advanced within 
twenty miles of his camp.” ' Then, ’difeontinuinf* the work, y r- 0 f pi. 
he marched diredtly ,againft them, and engaging the fame *705. 
day, though bis men were tired with their long march, A. D. jj7i 
gained a complete victory. They were thirty-five thoufand 1 - r 
flrong, headed by feven kings, ten princes, and fereral 

-• ' ^ V 

r Jul. Liban. y. jiyj, • Ammiito. lib. *vi. p. 7 ®, 7 7 * 

* Lilian, Oral. xii. p. *6j, 273. 
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mans. 

wdfr&rf'gl»?t The ridwgt continued 

long doubtful }* for the Hoftwm cavsiry garev way, nor 
with all his oratory, prevail upon them 
to.rctaj^to the charge.} buf'tl?.p|ivigor(|«9 refiftance 
made Ifip* foot fo difl^srtenedths/isrbarians, that de- 
fpairMjf^of the pradicabUity toteeaphtrm, they began tfi 
?b*te much of their impetuofity ; a /rcumftance which the 
•R°m?ns perceiving, availed themfelves of, made a vigorous 
ffFort, and charging the Barbarians, already quite exhaufted, 
at length put them to flight, and parfued the fugitives with 
great Daughter} many of rj/hottwere drowned in the Rhine 
attemptihg to cro£s that river. Chnodomarius himfelf was 
taken prifoner andprefented to Julian, who lent himtoCon- 
flantips, *by whifTe order he was conveyed to Rome, where 
}ie died root* after a natural death. In this battle j'ulian loft 
only four 't^bteps, and two hundred and forty-three private 
inen. uf tftc 4demans fix, or, as fome write, eight thou¬ 
sand men were killed in the field} but a great many dead bo¬ 
dies were feen floating on the river. Ipfmus fays, that 
tboufand ofr the enemy were killef*% thefpot, and 
seartaan equal number drowned } but he muft certainly 
have D*tn miftal^n. Julian himfelf ftyles the battle of 
Stralborga fuccefsful action, which reftored Gaul to its 
ancientliberty". Mamertinus fays, that by this fingle bat¬ 
tle the war was ended, and Germany ruined. It k at leaft 
certain, that the Barbariaes were entirely driven out of 
Gaul- JuUip|?rom the field of battle, returned to Saverne, 
and, baving^l^flicd the works, advanced with his whole 
army to Mayence,; where he built a bridge over the river. 
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Germany,-continued ravaging the countries 
J ‘*#4 tiyjk allies till after the equinox, when 
tied, him from penetrating farther, he re¬ 
after having repaired the caftie of Trajan, 
... ac a fmall diftance from the prefent city of 
Frmbfort, and granted to the Armans and their allies a 
trmcjf'i |e® months, upon their promifingtfo furnilh am¬ 
ply sfritb provifions the fort that was buildin| in their coun¬ 
try*. TWtrucS'np fooner expired than Julian, palling 
the Rhine on a bridge of boats, agai*'mitered the country* 
of the Alemans, and obliged twofcfdfwir kiags, Suomarius 
and Hortarius, to fue for peace, wa^di he grated upon 
their lending back all the Roman captives, and furuifbing 
timhee* iron, and othermaterials, to repair the cities which 
tpey had partly defesPysSL - •** 

;t|‘vt ■ ■ 

« Ammiaa. '<o. *Iaba*. Oral. xif.p. *77. 
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far, they continue^y^met during the greater tatt of hi, 
re.gn; btrt they .M,^>one r heard°»f hi/death ml ° 
renewed their rav?$ES\in Rhstii ™,i n 1 1/ "ten they 

then i^nperor, difpatabed Bagalaiphus ^ n ' U P°” the 

nerals aVamft i , p ? h ? S ’. one of his beft ge- death of 

£1110?” a ’ and lea J" n e Ita, y. baftened in perfon 
into Gaul, in order to make head againft the numerous 
forces winch the Alenins, and other barbVo„,2 GaJ ‘ 
were fa.d to be railing witlta deSgn to invade that coumrr’ 

The emperor advanced as Ar as Rheims but the Alemans’ 

W H “ d “*ts 

In the mean time the Alemans, having in the depth of ert , 

r™ '““T ,1,e i" %£ 

the f£nd! .? c ,i?’ ^ h ° , attem P ted to °PPofe them, took K°™*U 
the ftandards of the Batavians and Heruli, flew count Chi- 

rietta, ^ wounded count Severianus, who had the com- 
niand of a body of troops \ Zoiimus fupfiofes Valentin Jn 
himfelf to have been prefent at this battle ; but it ij plain 
acceding to Ammianus, that he was themat Paris--'whence’ 
pon the^firft news of the defeat of his troop*, he *dif- 
patched Dagalaiphus to prevent the* evil confequLees that 
were likely to attend the late defeat. Dagalaiphus, pre¬ 
tending he had not fuflkient ftrtngth to eriragethe enemv 
who were fcattered about the country in feveMgreat bodied 

fiL™* ^ S T° ffcr t0 reftraitl , the ^- -He was th e r e. „ ; 

fore recalled, and Jor.nus, general of the fcorte, appointed 

bifS This officer defSacbd-thc Aiematis in three A D 3 66. 

oatties, the hr ft of which was fought at a-^ICf., **Jied Scar- —- 

ponna, nowCharpeigne, betweenToiil andhp^^e fecond K”* art di* 
m the neighbourhood of the Md-felEHaufttetbird near 
Chal° n s on the Marne^ In the laft of the* engagements 
the enemy fought with mud, r-tfoMion^Stai intrepidity, 
and the Romans were once in great dangei# btiniswotaHy 
defeated, the fudden flight of a tribune bktn*; J(£irited 
. . the 'foops under his command. However lovifitis. rnfpir- 

Imi ^fSr W,th lejj them on to the charge, 

nd prefling with great Vefolution and intrepidity upon the 
enemy, obliged lWf| W fly with precipitation; On the 
enemy s fide fix thoiasflnd were killed on the fpot, and four 
thoufand wounded; whereas the iofs of the Romans did 
uot exceed four hundred killed and abounded. The enemy 
Withdrew in the night} but weiw-kfl|*reepted Sb their re. 

' * 4mmian, lib. smii. p. 334 . h. p, 74 o. 
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treat by formalparties feat outby Jovinus for that purpofe; 
info mu eh, that fewJof.flrtsm liadtdie @s>od fortune to make 
theij- efcape. One <rf their: kings was taken prifoncr, and 
imtnediw«lf haogedby thofe whd' toolj him; which bafe 
aflu»,|p!S»oked Jdjfinus ,.to fu<?b a dcgfeci that he would 
-have punished with death, the tribuneywwb. commanded th£ 
party, had he not found, upon a ftritjf enquiry, that be had 
done all that lay in' his power ,to redrain the fury of the 
incenfed foldiers. * 
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Id the .dole* Of the following year 367, the Aleftians, 
notwithftanding the lofs tljey had fullained the preceding 
year, unexpectedly, pafled the Rhine, and having taken and 
plundered the city of Mentz, while the emperor was em-» 
ployed hufome pther expedition, committed dreadful (ra¬ 
vages in the neighbouring provinces, under the cAndudl of 
Rbando, one of their princes. The Romans, to be revenged 
on the Alemans* had recourfe to treachery; and caufed 
yithicahius, a prince of the fame nation, to be aflafiinated 
by one ctf his own people, whom they had corrupted by 
their enii.flari.es. »Vithicabius was the fon of Voftomarius, 
and a prince of great addrefs, intrepidity, and refolution. 
Valenthaian, having fpent the following winter at Treves 
in mabingyafl; preparations to attack the Alemans in their 
own cohj$ti^'» took thcofield on the feventeenth of June. 
Having aflemhled all his trpops, he eroded the Rhine, en¬ 
tered the $Bcna^f| country, and advanced, without the lead 
oppofition, toacplace called Solicinium, which the modem 
geographers city of Sultz on the Neckar. 

The Alemait».,naflr^ofted' #emfelves on a high and deep 
moqntain fbansajiis, notwithftanding their advan¬ 

tageous flt^aBotta-iayacliadthem with great intrepidity, 
and thpugfc«£n^,ti 4 q^. repulfed, diflodged them ifl the 
end, and. ^i^ ^^thfcBtwith great daughter. Some of the 
enemy majtf eftape ’ *7 ^ avour of the night; but the 
greater putt-4$, the fipord, their retreat being 

cpt offjiy coma. Sebadian, at the head of a drong detach- 
mcnt.-. . A%cr «is battle', which was fought at a (mail dif- 
t'an oc ftiafft the head of the Neckar, in the prefent duchy 
of ’jw'iffetaberg, the emperor returned, to* Treves, as the 
feafon was already far advanced, and there gave audience 
to.thetrinbafiadQis of'the Alemans fuiag for peace ; which 
%" ; grsnj^ 44 h<iptT« hut upon what terms we are not told. 
This .paciftptian was of Ihort duration; for two years 
after there appeared on the banks of the Rhine eighty 
t^oufand yalent'mian had invited to 

r Anmjiap^ lib. xxvii. p, j49, 35a. 

join 
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join him again ft Macrianus, .king of.the Alemans: but the 
emperor being then Jbufied.in fortifying tjte banks of the 
river, and unwilling to interrupt that work, the Burgun¬ 
dians retired, without *bffbnng to moleit the Alemans. 

However, Theodora, father to tjje emperor of that name, 
taking advantage bf^he confternation the Alemans were in, 
made an irruption in® their country, and returned with a 
confidcrahle number of prifoners, to Whom the emperor 
granted lands and fcttlements*on the banks of the Po. 

In the following ye3» Valentitiian unexpectedly invSded Hi invades 
the country of the Alemaijs, hoping to furprife Macrianus thetr cent* 
their king, whom he chiefly dreaded * bpt Macrianus hav- ,r > 
ing received timely notice of his approach, faved himfelf 
by«flight; and the emperor returned to 'IV'ves, after hav¬ 
ing deftrtyed the country round Mentz belonging to the 
Alemans, called Bucinobantes, to whom he gave one of 
their own nation, named Fraomarius, for king:*but the 
country being entiiely ruined, Fraomarius was glad to re- 
iign his new dignity for the command of a body of his 
countryman then quartered in Britain *. ^fext year, Valen- 
tinian'paffing the Rhine in the beginning of the fummer, 
committed fome ravages in the country of the Alemans, 
and Undertook the building of a fort m the neighbourhood 
of Bafle, to curb the Alemans oi> that fide: but in the 
mean time the Surmatians and Quadians having .ravaged 
Pannonia, and cut in pieces twjo Roman >egjoj}S, the em¬ 
peror refolved to march againft them in pterfch.^ As he 
could not leave Caul without con eluding,jsr peace with the 
Alemans, who, he was convinced, would not fail to pillage 
thofe provinces upon his departure, he, invited Macrianus 
to an interview in the neighbourhood of Ivlpntz. The king Yr. of Fl« 
of the Alemans complied with the invitation 1 y>arid though 2 r 22 * 
at firft he betrayed great haughtinefs,',in feekighis friend- A D. 374. 
Hiip thus courted by the emperor, yet at laft he accepted ^ 
the advantageous terms that were offered hkfywndever after c/ut/el a 
continued a faithful ally to the Romans *». Some yeaj^after f,, ace <wltM 
a war being kindled between the Alemans and Ffanks, Ma- Macrimta 
crianus, having invaded the enemy’s eoutftry, was killed ip thar kmg. 
•an ambufeade by Mellqbaudes, a warlike prince of that na¬ 
tion. , ... , * ' ' . • 

In, the year 378, the Goth It who had been.admitted by 
Vale ns into the empire, having revolted, and defeated fe- 
veral Roman armies fen* againftthem, Gratian, alarmed at 
the danger that threatened the eaftem provinces, refolved 

* Ammian. Jib. jcxip.XiOf. p. 397, 39 ’- * Idem, lib. xxx. 
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*?. ln perfon f 6 #<rafiiftance of his uncle ,, r 

** ****** pei*itr4nrftb#mean imf T ” 

(ferrfkret, _ i . . 0rc ^ ere d 


tfeflftrcn fpo^ < 3 aul, ^here he thZ ° 

wL ^ *® ^ eWK ’ ircS ’ by a of theirs 

£*X,^, ln / C e . mp 0 r etU at tile #W^bratian, with 
■^#«.e;kuft regardI to the treaty th# had-concluded with 
t. r , Valenuan, % e 7 pafied the Rjhme, and wafted the neigh- 
SSKof F). boupng provinces. They were rcpulfed at firft by the Rc- 

jfffk qU Sl r n r' h ° re Hiftr?as 5 but returning foon 

gT*" ■ f* 7 ’ t0 thenuwber of fbny tlwnfand fighting men, Gr" 
St'^r* l j a o was obliged'^o recall the troops that were alreadv on 
d, . e ' r march into Riyricum, and to fend them, reinforced 
wuh *bofe that were left in Gaul, under the conduSf 

%u*hterbj oDDof^hp n 'rr nUS ’ and Mellobaudes, king of the Franks, to 
<*»"««• °£P°J ^ attempts of the enemy, and to force them to re- 

Sace cl .‘"A T ' 6 tW ° genera ' S gave them ba «!e »t a 
place called Argentana, now, as is commonly believed 

Colmar, and though greatly inferior in number,., gained a 

On^wiI ,a °7^ thirt X th ° Ufand ° f the enem y being killed 
on the^rat, and the reft .either flain in the purfuit, or taken 

of ?rS«r h Ai'' k,nS TfiariuS { aBd fevelal otber peffons 
® f J were ,n the number of the dead ». 

Gra ' ti f pafled thc Rhine at the bead of 
‘“ffltffijff*""* tbe . c " em y’s country, obliged them 
f thetr barren mountains, where he 

td ' the y were fon*d by famine to fub- 
™ the conqueror thought fit to impofe, 

one Of -was, %hat they Orould’ deliver up their youth 
to fcjrvc in Roman affny. r ^ 

f4rth ’ er motion is made in hiftory 
£IBMragfcfrl* are told by Orofius % that dread- 

IhM Su 3R££S^- ^ h ° ufur « d the em P ire in 

t'&Lt SEteSt-jSSEw' d °™ n ion, paying him a yearly 
mu*. ‘t 5 a ™y w ith fuch quantities of 

..., - ; ?A as be thougfcffit to demand. In 

rhn'Ani. "n y * bc Aifeatfis was allowed 

r C Prefel> ! SwtBcrlapd, which is 
» wya rated by Moifttt Tura from th# (Vuei,# _j u » 
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wtaetinir on the laif LetnatiSfe, or lake of Ge- 
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The nyhrf of the GepiJf. * 

neva, was inhabited by the Alemdnst. We find no far. 
ther mention made of the pieman* Hfe.yeir 477, when 
Audoacrius, king of tta^Saxons, and Cleric, king of 
**• rranks t mrchiitg aglMflhhofe of^hifenation who had 
Affiled amo^^lfce Ajps, and ma^e ftta pfe rf lt inroads both 
iota Gaul a^PpyAut great numbers to death, and Grip¬ 
ped them the booty^hich they had a little before brought 
from Italy f . • ■ 

Upon the deftru&ion of tfie Weftern empire, the Ale¬ 
mans fubdued that part*of Gaul which is flow knowfi by 
the name of Alface, where they fettled *. Thefe being 
joined by their countrymen in Germany, and thofe who 
dwelt betweejt Mount Jura and the lake of Geneva, in the 
year 496, entered Germania Secunda, whfsh then*be!onged 
to the R$uarian Franks., and wafted the country with fire 
and fword. Sigebert, .king of the Ripuarian Franks, unable, 
to make head againft them with his own forces alone, had 
recourfe to Clovis, king of the Salian Franks, who imme¬ 



diately joined him. The two kings, after their junction, y r . Q f pj t 
engaged the Alemans, and gained a complete vidtory at *8+4., 
Tolbiac, thought to be the prefent ZuTpick, about four A.D. 496. 

leagues from Cologne. After this defey thofe Alemans, -— 

who nad fettled in Alface, and in the neighbourhood of’the 
lake of Geneva, acknowleged Clovis for their king)*- Others bj Clows, 
took refuge in Rhsetia and Noricum,' being allowed po refide an,tdif- 
there by Theodoric, king of Italy. The ftfcttjgjbtnde tratif- pc/sd. 
planted great numberwof them into IttUyf^fippU fibred the 
reft to fettle in the countries between theiAlj&aOd the Da¬ 
nube, which were fubjeft to him. . From dns time the A- 
lemans had no king of their own ; but continued, as they 
were difperfed in feveral countries,* fubjeft partly tc; the 
Oftrogoths, who were matters of Italy, and partly to the 
Franks, who were lords of Gaul. When the Oftrogoths 
ceded to the children of Clovis whatever they held out of 
Italy, all the? Alemans, except thofe whom Theodoric had 
tranfplanted ir^d&at eountry, fubtaitted tOJthe Fi^pj^s, as 
we fhall tolateiitf our btftoiy of the modem nations. 


The- Geptfa, 

.’TJ&'-l Gepidw 

tion. Jornandes, fpcaking of theta, gives us thte,following ly 

account of their- name andurigin : tne Gotha, leaving Sc 30 - Their m- 
dinavia under the condu& of iiag Beritfa, ‘put to fea with 
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Vfc Hifary of tU mpid*. 

%* c fcips only. p qe 0 f thefe, failing flower than the 
Wfs Aence called 4 tepan(a, fignifyinor j n t ^ c 
"TO JW’ S and hence the name of Gepant-e, 
,,wh^h was firft gl terfto tilt peoples a term 


thattbe' Goths, the Vandals, the Vifi/nhsJShd the GepL’ 
T* wer f. ori S ,tiaU y tbe f ame natiof j that they had the 
fame cuflotns, manners, religion, add language j and that 
hey. only differed in names,* borrowed:;perhaps, fays he 
from theirdifferent leaders *. They entered ScythiJ with 
the other Goths, and fettled in jhe neighbourhood of the 
Tanats and 1 alus.Maeotis. There they continued till the 
reign of Arcadius and Honorius, when their numbers be¬ 
ing greatiy incrgifed, they approached the Danube, and 
havmgfome time after eroded that river, dwelt in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Sing,dunum and Sirmiom, about the year 400, 
where they ftill were when Procopius wrote his hillory. 
They had kings of their own, and formed a feparate and 
diltinct nation both from the Oftrogoths and Vifigoths ; but 

mafters of.Italy ^ Lombard3 * who wcre afterwards 

Under the con^utt of their king Faftida, they gained a 
compete vnftory over the Burgundians about the year $ 4 e. 
Ihe^qrguBdians whom they overcame, and almoft extir- 
pated, . W ere. according to Valefius, a different nation from 
the B<tr$m*adgfcbe afterwards fettled in Gaul. Be that 
a® O Slated with his fuccefs againft the Bur- 

gundumv djifKifeJjed a meflbnger.to Oftrogotha king of the 
Goths, acqaaintuig him, that as the Gepidre were greatly 
mcorniBodedv/i^.yvantof room, he ihnft either grain them 
W*‘ or prepare?;for war. Oftrogotha anfwered, that he 
ftj^ild, bw >V er,y,ut»wiJting to make war upon his kinfmen • 
b£t was deyermm^ to part with no land. In conference 
trf this aafwer,.. Faftida, entering the territories of the 
Goths, beg%n to,Jay them wafte; a circumfknce which 
Oftrogotha no fewer uiiderffood than,. leaving Mcefia, 
whichT&e was thyit ravaging, he returnedtb the defence of 
h*s ow^eountr^a^meeiing Faftida, defeated him in a 
pi«*ed battle4 hut,-contenting hirttfeifwith the victory he 
did^npt the flying Ckpjd*, cohering them 

rXher as ha fcisfiben, than an eneofy- The Gepida joined 
thftGoth*- «*d othtr northern nations, in the famous ir- 
rupucnt whiem thcy matle u ith tbe*r united-forces into the 
the fecoaji. year of the roign of Claudius; but they 
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The Hifiory of the GepiJf . 

were defeated by that prince with great flaugbter, as we 
have related in its proper place , t- . ^ 

In the year 279, the emperor Probus granted to them, Yr. of Ft. 
and likewife to the luthofcgiafts, Vandals, and Fifm&fends * 6 ‘7- 
in Thrace,"upon their promifing tojive as-the other f*bje’<£ts A " ° * 79 ' 
o£ the empire: but while the emperor was engaged in war " 

■with S?turninus, whAhad revolted in the Eaft, they feized 
that opportunity to harafs the neighbouring provinces. Pro- Great 
bus having fuccefsfully endt?d his other wars, marched '"' m ' erI "f 
againft them in perfon,*md, in feveral encounters, cutfuch J-fTwar 
numbers of them off, that,onlya fmall body of Pranks had ' * ’ 

the good fortune to efeape the'general flaugbter, and return 
home m . In 291, a war broke out between them and the 
Gcjfbs, in which the Gepidte were aflilfed^by the,Vanda Is; 
and the fioths by the Taifalse, another Gothic nation : but 
all we know of this war is, that both parties were greatly 
weakened, and put out of a condition of diilurlflng, for 
fome years, the peace of the empire. The Gepidse are 
mentioned by St. Jerom among the other nations of Barba¬ 
rians, thkt, in 407, invaded Gaul,-and cvei-ran thofe pro- ’they are 
vinces D .‘ They were afterwards fuixludd, wrth the other J“ b ‘ /! ‘ e ‘ i h 
northern nations, by Attila, and in 451, ferved under him u ‘ a ~ 
in hfk famous expedition into Gaul; on which occsfiorsthe 
Franks and they meeting in the dark, both parties engaged 
with fuch fury, that above fifteen thoufand were left dead 
ontbefpot 0 . , 

Upon the death of Attila, the Gepidse flrooSt’off the. yoke, y r . of pj. 
under the conduft of their king Ardaric ; a mealure which 
occafioned a bloody war between them and the fiunns t but A • 4 *o« 

at length Ardaric having gained a completeM&pry over the De f tal lht 
Hunns, of whom thirty thoufand were killed on the fpot, 
with their king Eliac, the Gepidse not only recovered their 
ancient liberty, but alfo the country from which they had 
been drivetrlby Attila, that is, all ancient Dacia, lying 
north of theJJantthe. This memorable battle,.which, in 
a manner* terminated the empire of the Pfunns, wasfought 
on the banks oi tbe r Netad in Panftonja, about the year 
480. v The Gepidse, thus fettled in Daci*, entered into an 
• alliance with,the Homans, who agreed to pay them an an¬ 
nual pen (ion. Dacia, jjeyond the*Danube, vyasbenceforth 
caljjrf, from its new if&bilfibis, Gepidis, a# we read in 
Jornandds. Some years afterj fwtt of Ulyricum was l*kp- 
■wife behdwed on them, with the city of Simviums whence : 
their kings are by Theophanes ftyled kings of Sirmium A 

1 Claud, Vit. p. *07, m Prob. Vit, p. mo. r Hi er. 

ep- *i. p. 93 . ° Goth, cap,46. p, rTtiedph. 

ad Ann. luftin.ij. W "• "■? ' 
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f&ff continued -quiet fill the year 537 , when, join- 

Yfrtttrt f» e 7 P' ul } dcr |* 1 tlle ne *S bb ouring provinces. 

JrZtHout e mpew,htai^g ended the war in Italy with 

t**ZZl h7JK^ a ^™:^i^ e ^ ralS ' a S ainft .l hem > wl> 0, 


^ - ,. „ *, . r '—s—"v.»«n> «ig«uaiL mein, wno, 

*r >/“* ha^J^efeated them iq,fever*!.^Counters, obliged them 

It l they 111 %and content 

v r F , h f’^ We3 N * rth Dacia, « beyond the Danube*. 
Yr :.^ F - -J" the J ear S5°' a conteft arofe.between the Gepid* and 
A. D ? jjo. it°?^ ards fended from’ them, fays Paulus Diaconus % 
^ l „„.r, . > ..gw* heir cob fines : for the Lombards inhabited part of 

*Thfy guar s *® af, * a D^urvnH Tl »ni,h« i._:_i_ n . 1 - 

rel with 
tkt Lem- 
karit. 


** ,zz ■ :- luc Lumraras lnnatuted part of 

r . ©acta beyond the Danub ?) hawng been allowed to fettle 
there by the Rom,™ emperors, who indeed had abandoned 
that province, but claimed a right of difpofing of it to whom 
they pleaded. Rbth the Gepilaeand Lombards, before they 
proceeded to an open rupture, difpatched- ambdfl'adors to 
Jutttman, foliciting fuccours, in virtue of their alliance 
with the empire. 7 he emperor, after having heard the 
deputies of both nations, declared, that, in cafe of a war 
he was determined not to fuffer the Lombards to be opl 
prelfed by their <;n crouching neighbours, ordering, at the 
fame time, ten tboufand horfe and fifteen hundred foot 
tp, march to thei^, affiftance, under the command of Con- 
n a nt i anus, Buzes, Aratius, and other generals ; a circum- 
*Mn#i ; which the Gepurfe; no fooner underftood than they 
OOnCf^ed a peace with the Lombards: but the Roman 
troops wer^fcM-ce returned home, when the Gcpids, re- 
foftHg to Ump tke*rticles of the treaty, took the field 
^amjiSBder the of their king Thorifinus. 

Fitts'of the Lotnbards, having alTcmbled 
*Z od r ®« to.-^eet the enemy; but both 

»f»»<eS, deiie&-t8th aopamc veWle th*y were ready to en- 

f?&*» Z tIw; fame ‘‘me tp a precipitate 

fffghtt which both kmgs beholding as a prod}^ they con¬ 
cluded a two years truce >. Thifwas no 'fflRW expired, 
than the Gepidw, calling in the Heruli to their affiftance, 
brokj^nexpeaedly into the iterritories ®f the Lombards, 
Yt. of FI. ravaging the country tvi* fire and fword: but the Lom- 
A *g°- . bayds re«ei*i% ^ from Tuftiman, at- 

« f i ■ Tv^i ’-rn f r '^ ^^ ?****»%'•*«» « total overthrow.* 
#§f,<SML between the two na- 

by the Mm&tUtftf Juftinian, who’was 
. c ' tber aggrandize themfelves at the 
e b*'®*ber. thorifinus was at this time king of 
- «*»' and Auduinus of the Lombards but nether 
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had any right to the crown he wore. Tire lawful bey td 
Elemund the late king of the Gepidse was y ftrigoth»*j'*b»t 
prince’s only fon ; but Elemund dying while he was.,tinier 
age, Thorifinus had caufed himfelf to be ackno wle^hd in 
his room. In the fame mSnner # Auduinus, king iff the 
Lombards, had excluded Udigefal, the lawful, heir from the 
crown, and placed it ^pon his own head. The peace be¬ 
tween the two nations was fcarce concltade<% when Ildige- 
fal took refuge among the GejSidse, and UftHgothus among 
the Lombards. Both pjinces were demanded with gTeac 
carneftnefs and threats bi^ their refpeftive nations; but 
neither willing to comply with the requeftpf the other, they 
both began to prepare for war: however, the two kings, or 
ratlyr ufurpers, before hoftilities were contpiitted «n either 
fide, agrdSd to difpatch each other’s rival; an agreement 
which they performed accordingly, deeming it iefs dif- 
honourable to aflafiinate than betray thofe, who Hfad put 
thertifelves under their protection. Not long after, the two 
kings dying, Thorifinus was fueceeded by Cunimundus, 
and Auduhius by Alboinus. p 

Cunimundus hadfcarce afeended the throne, when, re¬ 
viving fome ancient claims upon the Lomlyirds, which they 
refuled to comply with, lie took the field jt the head of a 
very numerous army, and, entering their country, committed 
horrid ravages. On the other hand, Alboinus, having col¬ 
lected a no lefs numerous army,,refolved to put the whole 
to the ilfue of a battle ; which Cunimundus not declining, 
the two armies engaged with inexprefltble fnry. The vie- Are defeat - 
tory continued long doubtful j but atiaft, the Gepidw were edby the 
put to flight, and purfaed by the victorious Lombards with /****»• 
fuch daughter, that fcarce one was left aliveof fuch a nti- 
merous multitude. ' Alboinus killed Cunimundas with his fiaughter. 
own hand, ani*!, catting off his head, turned hisfkull into 
a cup called by the Lombards fchala, and by the Latins pa~_ 
tcra . This fchala or cup he ever afterwards ufed at all pub¬ 
lic banquets and entertainments. After this vidlqjy^the y r . of FI, 
Lombards feized on all Dacia, obliging the Gepidse either *9*0- 
to fubmit, or retire. Henceforth they ha*no king of their A - u sr»« 
own, but lived in fubje&ion. cither to the Lombards, who ^ endef 
were mafters of their country, or'to the princes of the their ufjf, 
neighbouring-nations, efpcciafiy the Hunns folded in Pan- dm. 
nonia • Lazius fays, that,.among the prefent Hungarians, 
the defoendents of the Gepidse are eafily diftinguiihed frojiai 
thofe who are fprung from the Hunns Tbe ruin of tlMIt 

< Paul. Diae. de Oet- Iongibard. lib, i. cap, #jr, ■ ' • L»*. 

ue Gjut. fib. *i. p. i*ji% 

* , . . 

kingdom 



' ¥he iHiftoty of the Heruli. 

kingdom of the Gepidre is placed by Pagi in 553, while 
Jimwwbm was living } but bv others njpre accurately in the 
y«jtr| ’"fi; Juftin, the fupcenhr of Juftinian, being then em- 
pergfjtfor we are told, that theVreafures of the deceafed 
kin^iWere conveyed to ^ullin St Conftantinople by Tralfai- 
cus an Arian bifliop, and by Reptilanes, the late king’s 
grandfon w . Alboinus afterwards parried Rofamund the 
daughter of Cuninnindus ; a match which made the Gepi- 
«lse bear the ycSte more patiefitly. 

J'bc Hcrttlf. 

ThtHeruli.. »THE Heruli,^by Zoffmus called Eruli *, by Syncellus 
Thiir eri- Aairuli r, but commonly Heruli, were originally, according 
gi «. to Jornapdes and Procopius, a Gothic nation. The former 

Thiirdt^- writer affirms, that they lirft dwelt in Scandinavia ; and 
jtrent that, being expelled by the Dani, they wandered caltward 

f ,atu as far *s the Palus Mreotis, and fettled in that neighbour¬ 

hood *■. Procopius fpeaks of them as inhabiting, in ancient 
times, the countries lying beyond tire Danube a . There 
they continued, ^making frequent irruptions into the em¬ 
pire, till the reigh of the emperor Anaihrfius, who fucceed- 
ed Zeno in 491, when great liumbersVcrc cut off bv the 
luopibards, and the reft driven from their ancient habita¬ 
tions. A large body,,after having long roved about from 
one country to another, fettled in that of the Rugians, the 
prefent Pomerania, which .they found uninhabited, the an¬ 
cient proprietors haying gone with the Goths into Italy. 
Some fitfte after, they Removed into North Dacia, or Dacia 
beyond. the Danube, being allowed by the Gcpidte to mix 
among, thpai;' but, being opprefled and ill treated by the 
Gepidte, they bad recourfe to the emperor Anaftafius, who, 
in 511, aHpwed -them to pafs the Danube,' and "fettle in 
Thrace, upon.their promifing tp ferve with fidelity in the 
Roman armies, when required. Great numbers, upon their 
being driven out of their own country by the Lombards, 
too k the ir route weftward, and palling without oppofition 
through feveral barbarous nations, arrived at the ocean, and, 
embarking, fetfeil for Thule,, whej* they fettled (L). 

w Abbas Biclar. p. 1*, edit. Scalig. a Xof.iib. i. p. 56*.' 

y Syncei. * JomMter. Goth. cap. 3. p.613, * Procop. 

4 e Belt, tjpffcy'lp, iL 

. -By. Thule Procopius of it was deftitute ofinhablt- 
ifefaut,'Without all .doubt, the apts"; but in that which was in- 
j^ttinfuJa of Scandinavia, which habited, were thirteen populous 
sails ten times as big as Bri- nations, each governed by their 
.apd adds, that great ,part own kings and laws (1). 

(0 Procop. de Bell. Gtf&i. lib, iL cap. 14. p. 4»,*> 
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The Hefuli had kings of their own, but Procopius fays Their ge- 
they were only nomfnal kings ; for they fdarce*had any au- ■verr.ment, 
thority, and were alihoft upon a level with every private 
man. Hence fome think they were called Heruli from'the 
ancient Gothic word hcrrn, fignityingjAee; but others, and, 
athong the reft, Ablavius, as quoted by Jornandes, affirms 
they were called Heroli from the Greek word hek, Unify¬ 
ing marjhy grounds, fuch as rhofe were in the neighbour¬ 
hood of the Pa!us Mseotis, where they lived B . The He- manner!, 
ruli had fome laws peiuliar to themfelves, differing from ctjhimi, 
tbofe of all other nations*; for? among them, when men 
were grown old or infirm, they were obliged to intreat their 
refkions to difpatch them; and their requeft w^s granted, 
by*pUicii'£ them on a pile of wood, where* they were put to 
death by a ftranger to them in blood, and their bodies re¬ 
duced to afhes. When the hufband died, the wife'was to 
ftrar.gle herfelf on her hufband’s tomb, on pain of being 
deenicd infamous, and detefted as one who had no value for 
her hulband. They were^ddicted to alL manner of lewd- 
nefs and debauchery, and not afhamed of the moft unna¬ 
tural practices. They adored the gods of the other Gothic religmt. 
nati*ns, and ufed, on fome extraordinary ocCafions, to ap- 
peafe them with humaalacrifices c , They were a warlike 
people, and are chiefly commended by the ancients for their 
fwiftnefs' and agility. The Heruli began firft to invade the 
empire about the year 526, the’ fourth of the emperof Va¬ 
lerian’s reign ; but were foon repulfed by Galljenus, the 
fon of Valerian, and his colleague in the empire ‘k 

Eleven years after this period, the Heruli, paffing from 
the P^ps Maeotis into the Euxine Sea, with five hundred 
veflels, under the condu£t of one of their chiefs, named 
Naulobat, landed at Byzantium and Chryopolis, now Scu¬ 
tari. At the latter place they were defeated by Venerianus, 
who was himfelf killed in the engagement. The Heruli, 
in fome degree difeouraged by the lofs they had ffiftained, 
re-embarked, and began to retire to the Mouth of the Euxine 
Sea *, but the very next day, the wind, proving favourable, 
they returned before Byzantium, and, having crofted the Great ra- 
Bofphorus, furprifed and plundered the city of Cyzicus, <vageym 
with great part of Alia, and the illands of Lemnos and Scy- 
f03, in the Archipelago. Then they ftcered their coutfe an d 
towards Greece, and, landing, befieged and burnt Athens, Greece. 
Corinth, Sparta, and Argos, without meeting with the la»ft 
•oppofition, till the Athenians, under the conduct of Dexip- 
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pus the hiftorian, waiting for them in the defiles, and falling 
upon them «unexpe£tedly, cut great r numbers in pieces: 
however, in their retreat they committed horrible devafta- 
tioss in Bceotia, AcarnatSa, Epirus, and Thrace. In the 
mean time Gallienus, returning from Gaul, haftened into 
Illyj.icum, hoping to intercept the Heruli on their retufti 
homd£ He met tficjm accordingly, and, coming upon them 
by utrprifi;, gave them a total overthrow, purfued them 
witlvgreat flaughter as far as the Nefius in Moefia, and de- 
flroyed three thoufand, as they were c attempting to crofs that 
river. Naulobat himfclf was fttken prifotter, but treated 
with great humanity by Gallienus, who, to gain the affec¬ 
tion of the Barbarians, honoured him either with the con- 
fulate, oguhe cohfular ornaments °. The Heruli,,however, 
two years after this defeat, joined the Goths, and other 
northern nations, againft the emperor Claudius ; but were 
defeated by that prince with great lofs. 

In the fourth year of Dioclefian’s reign, the Heruli, join¬ 
ing the Chaibons anil Cavions, entered Gaul, and laid wafte 
the provinces b&dering on tne Rhine; but Maxinrian, 
marching againft them, totally defeated them, and purfued 
them with fuch daughter, that, if his panegyrift may be 
credited, not one was left alive to^garry home the news of 
their defeat. All we know of, tne Chaibons and Cavions 
iij, that their country lay at a great diitance from Gaul, as 
vwdl as that of the Heruli. In the year 366, the third of 
Valentinian’a,reign, we find a body of Heruli fervingin the 
Roman army on the Rhine ; for Ammianus Marcellinus f 
,and Zofimus tell us, that the Aletpans, crofiing that river 
on the ice, defeated the Romans, and took the ftaijgards of 
the Batavians and Heruli. About the year 370, Ermenric, 
whom Jornandes calls Ermanaric, king of the Oftrogoths, 
after having fubdued the neighbouring nations, attacked the 
Heruli, oblige*! them to pay hipp a yearly tribute, and to 
fupply his army with their youth, when reejuired s . They 
we re*Tfffer wards fubdued, with the other northern nations, 
by Attila, and cqjnpofed part of his'army when he invaded 
Gaul. Upon the death of Attila, they recovered their an¬ 
cient liberty, and, entering into an alliance with the Ro¬ 
mans, ferved in their armies, under commanders of their 
own nation, but appointed by the emperors. 

In the year 456, they made a defeent on the coaft of 
Galicia; but finding the inhabitants on their guard, re- 
enabarked, and,' landing in Bifcay, committedgreatravages h . 

* Gallien. Vit. p. 1S1 — 1S4. Zof. lib. i- p. 6 ft. Syncel. p. 381. 
r Aram- Marcel, lib vxvii. p. 334. t jorn. Rer.vGoth. p. 645. 

Procop. de Bell. Goth.' lib, i. Cub init, h Idat. p. 31. 
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When Odoacer conquered Italy in 476, the Heruli, who 
ferved at that time in the Roman armies, obtained land3 in 
Italy, the third of Lflat# country being divided among the 
Baibarians, who were in theddoman fervice, under the naVne 
of foederati, or allies, and had joined him againit Oreite 3 , 
and his Toon Auguft^lus. In the reign 'of the emperor 
Anaftafius, which began in 491, they made war on Several 
barbarous nations, fays Procopius', and fubdued them 5 but 
having obliged their kipg Rodulphus to commence hdftili- 
ties again!! the Lombards,^ without the leaf! provocation, 
they were overthrown with greaf daughter, and obliged to Over¬ 
live either in fubje6lion to the conquerors, or abandon their 
country. Molt of them chofe to rctirt^; fom* fettling 
amonglt *he Rugians,; others returning into ScawMnavla; by ike 
and fume, with the penniffion of the emperor Anaftafius, Lombardi, 
taking up their abode in Thrace and Illyricum ; wHfere they 
had not been long before they began to opprefs and abufe, 
in a mod barbarous manner, the Romans, among whom 
they lived. Anaftafius ordered the troop^ quartered in the 
neighbouring provinces to march to dm aftiftance of the 
opprefled people, who, taking arms upon^their arrival, fell, 
in uftij un&ion with them, on the Heruh, and cut moft of 
them in pieces. Such as efcaped the general daughter, had 
recourfe to the clemency Of the emperor, who, upon their 
promifing to ferve the empire lik,e faithful fubjefts, not only 
fpared, but fuffered them to continue in the countries, 
which he had formerly afligned for their habitation k . 

In the reign of the emperor Juftinian, the Heruli having Theymur- 
murdered their king, and no other remaining of the blood der their 
royal, they difpatched ambafiadors into Thule, or Scandina- 
via, with orders to bring a prince from thence of the fame 
family. The meflengers, purfuant to their directions, chofe f rom 
one (for there were many of the royal race there) ; but he Thule. 
dying on the way, they «e$ttrned, and preferring another 
named Todafius, wdio i«t»Wr* 4 iately fet out his jpjyney 

to Thrace, attended by his brother Aordite, and by a guard 
of two hundred men. But in the mean lime the Heruli, 
having long waited the return of their envoys, and fufpeCt- 
ing they had met with fome misfortune, had recourfe to 
Juftinian for a king. The emperor readily complied with 
their reaueft, and appointed Suartuas to reign over them, 
who wat of the fame nation, but had lived longest Con- 
ftantinople. The Heruli received their new king with the 
greateft demonftrations of joy ; but a few days after his ar- 

' Procop, Bell, Goth. lib. ii. cap- 14. ^ Paul. Diac. Lang, 

tap. 20. p. 759. 
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rival, news being brought, that the ambaffadors, on their 
return fror»”Thule, had already reached the confines, with 
a prince of the blood royal, they immediately revolted from 
Su'artuas, who was thereupon* obliged to fave himfelf by 
flight, and return to Cohftantinople. Juftinian, provoked 
at tbeir condu&> refolved to force them to acknowlege the 
prince he had nominated ; but the ’Gepidae efpoufing the 
eaufe of the new king, the tmperor, whofe troops were 
then*employed, againft the Oftrogo ( ths in Italy, thought it 
impolitic to engage in a new war. But the war in Italy 
was no fooner ended, than* turning his arms againft the He- 
drivenout ru '’> arK * t ^ e " r a "‘ es the Gepidae, he drove both nations quite 
of the em- out the empirth He was afterwards reconciled to.,the 
fire by Heruli^lwho alfifted him in his other wars, fup^lying his 
'jufiimati. armies with numerous bodies of troops, of which one ferved 
with grfcat reputation in Italy, and the other in Colchis m . 
In the reign of Juftinian, great numbers embraced the 
Chriltian religion; but the change of religion wrought no 
change in their manners, they being of all nations, fays 
Procopius, the mSft wicked, the moft treacherous, avari¬ 
cious, and the mpft addkfted to drunkennefs, and all man¬ 
ner, of lewdnefs and debauchery n . They were, foob’after 
the death of Juftinian,.fubdued by the Lombards, and lived 
.partly fubjett to them, and partly to the neighbouring 
nations. , 

The Marcomans. 

TH E Marcomans are, by all the ancient writers, num¬ 
bered among the German nations. They dwelt originally 
near the fprings of the Danube; but removed, under the 
conduct of their king Maroboduns, into the country which 
was then held by the Boiaris, and is ftill called from them 
Bohemia, as it was by the ancients Boiohemia, and Boio- 
heimia, that is, the country of the Boians. The Boians 
were, accor#fig to Csefar, a G^ttlifh nation, but from Gau! 
pafibtHiito Germany, and, fettling in the prefent Bohemia, 
continued there till they were expelled by the Marcomans °. 
The migration of the Marcomans, from their original coun¬ 
try into that of the Brians, is mentioned by Velleius Pa- 
rerculus p . Ptolemy, in deferibing the country of the 
Marcomans, mentions a cky called Marobudum, which 
name ^received, without all doubt, from its founder Ma- 

1 Procop. Bell. Goth. lib. ii. cap. 14,15. "> Agath- lib. 5 . 

e»p. i*. « Procop. Bell. Vard.lib. ii. cap. 4. p. 144. 0 Cajfar, 

lib. vi. cap. 44. p Veil. Paterc. lib. ii, cap. 10S. 
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roboduus (M). The Marcomans agreed in cuftoms, man¬ 
ners, and religion with the other German .nations, were a 
very numerous and warlike people, and ever rea’dy to prefer 
death to flavery. Of all* the German nations, they alone 
ufed the Runic letters in tfieir charms and incantations ; 
wdience Lazius and Rhabanus Maurus conclude them tq 
have come originally fyom Scandinavia ; but in every thing 
elfe they agreeed with the Germans. • 

In the reign of Auguftus,’ Tiberius, having eroded the 
Rhine at the head of a«very numerous and powerful iflmy, 
gained great advantages oyer them and other German na¬ 
tions; which obliged them to fend deputies to Augullus, 
and fue for peace. The emperor received the" ambafladprs 
of *he Marcomans with particular marks hfdiftinftion, and 
granted tReir requeft; but obliged the oth<£r German na¬ 
tions to retire beyond the Elbe, and the Sicambrians, with 
fuch of the Suevcs as were not fubjetl to MaroboSuus, to 
abandon their ilRtivc country, and people fome places in 
Gaul that were'deflitute of inhabitants a. In, the fourth 
year of Tiberius, a war commenced betjveen the Marco- 
mans and the Cherufcans dwelling' between the Elbe and 
the ^Vefcr. The former were commanded by Maroboduus, 
and the latter by the celebrated Arntinius, who, a few years 
before, had cut off the legions of Varus ; but all we know 
of this war is, that the Cherufcans gained confiderablc ad¬ 
vantages over the Marcomans. • Two years after, Tiberius 
having excited the fubjccts of Maroboduus to revolt ngjinft 
him, he was driven from the throne, and obliged to pafs 
the laft eighteen years of his life at Ravenna. Marobo¬ 
duus was fuccceded by Catualdus, who was likewife de- 
pofed, and obliged to take refuge in Gaul 

The emperor Dornitian, provoked againft the Marco¬ 
mans and Quadians, becaufe they did not aflift him in the 
war which he was then waging with the Dacians, entered 
their country in a hoftile manner. Roth nations earueftly 
fued for peace ; which Downturn was fo far from j^ajiting, 
that he caufed their ambaffadors to be put to death. The 
Marcomans flew to arms, and having raflfed a confiderablc 

" Tacit. Annal. lib. ii. cap. * 5 . p! 47. Strab. lib. vii. p. »j. 

• Tacit. Ann. lib. ii. cap. 6t, $3. p. fir, fia- 
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body of troops, engaged the emperor, 'and put bis army to 
the route # Ho,wever, the emperor,1 upon bis return to 
Rome, triumphed both over them,and the-Dacians, of 
whom, afffer his defeat by die Marcomans, he had pur- 
chafed a peace with largp funis, which he had refufed be¬ 
fore upon themoft advantageous terms'. But the triumphs 
of this emperor were considered as^ certain tokens of his 
having been defeated. In the year 93, Domitian marched 
in perfon againft the Sarmatians, who had cut in pieces fe- 
veraPRoman legions, and, at the* fame time, made war 
upon the Marcomans. Qut alkwe know of this war is, 
that Domitian pretended to have gained great advantages 
over both nations, and, on that account, aiTumed the title 
of imperator. , k t- 

We have fpjjjken elfewhere at large of the memorable 
war, which, in eonjun£lion with feveral other German na¬ 
tions, tfie Marcomans made on the empire and therefore 
(hall only obferve here, that in one of theA|ttles fought in 
this war th^Romans were defeated with fae lofs of twenty 
thoufand men ; a^d that, on another occasion, the emperor 
Aurelius-was in great danger of being cut off with his whole 
aimy". Thoughjhe whole ftrength of the empire,was 
employed againft them, yet they refilled for the fpace of 
fifteen years, and in the end obtained a peace upon very 
reafonable terms, one of which was, that they Should not, 
for the future, fettle within-fix miles of the Danube. Some 
of the Marcomans, who fubmitted to the emperor, were 
tranfplanted into Italy ; but thefe having attempted to make 
tbemfelves matters of Ravenna, were fentbackto their own 
country. In the year 214 a war was kindled between them 
and the Vandals, by means of the emperor Caracalla, who 
ufed to boaft that be had fet at variance thofe two nations, 
which, till bis time, had lived in friendship and amity w ; 
but what was the iffue of the war we are not informed. In 
the year 256 the emperor Gallien us entered into an alliance 
with Jkttplus, king of the Marcomans ; and upon the cap¬ 
tivity of his father Valerian, taken prifoner by the Perfians, 
he yielded part <ff Upper Fantionia for his daughter Pipa 
or Pipara, whom he pretended to mai£gr; but as he was al¬ 
ready married to Salonina, Styled in the ancient inferiptions 
, Cornelia Salonina Augufta, Pipa is called by the writers of 
thofe times his concubine ?. 

The Marcomans joined the Alemans and the Jutlion- 
gians in the war,.which thofe nations made on the emperor 

* Dio. lib. lxvii. j>. 764. t Suet, in Domit cap. 6 . p. 7SS, 

780. u Dio, lib. Ixxi. p. 807. » Dio, Val. p. 754, 757. 

* Gallien. Vit. p. 1S4. Valer. Vit. p. 174. Via. Epit. p. ^41. 
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Aurelian about the year 270, but were in the end cut off 
almoft to a man. Goth Idatius and Victor mention a vic¬ 
tory gained over the ^larcomans in the fixteenth year of 
Diocletian’s reign. About, the year 396, Friffgil, queen 
of the MarcomanSfj' having embrascd the Chriftian religion, 

•wrote to St. Atnbrofe, imreating him to fend her fome ih- 
ftruvdions relating tA the conduit of her life. The holy 
prelate immediately complied,with her fequdt, andbefidcs 
exhorted her to perfuade her hufband to live in peace and 
•amity with the Roman* She not only performed this talk, Yr. of FI. 
but prevailed upon the king tajttbjctt himfelf and his king- A6 
dom to the the empire y . And hence it is, thjit among the 39 ' 

many barbarous nations that broke into ,Gaul in 406 and <1 he bog if 
40^, no mention is made of the Mnrcomtns. They feem the Marti. 
to have continued faithful to the Romans till the time of mam/ub- 
Attila, when being fubdued by that prince, tl;ey were 
obliged to feme in his army againlt their own friends and 
allies ; for they'are mentioned among the many different ,/ieetyirt. 
nations of which his army was competed, when he invaded 
Gaul z . Upon the death of Attila, they /liook off the yoke, 
and having recovered their ancient liberty, fubmitfed either 
to l^nrcian or his fucceffor Leo, and feived tlie empire to 
the laft with unfliaken fidelity. From them, and, without 
all doubt, from feveral other natiofts fettled among them, 
are defeended the prefent inhabitants of Bohemia. 

The Shtadians. 

NEXT to the Marcomans dwelt the Quadians, a Ger- W* 
man nation often mentioned by fhe ancients, efpecially by 
Eutropius and Capitolinus. Their country Hr at prefent nM , 0 , 
known by the name of Moravia ; for it extended from the 
mountains of Bohemia to the river Marus, noWthe March, 
and eonfcquently comprifed that province. Ptolemy men¬ 
tions the following cities in the country of the Quadians; 
namely, F.burodunum, or, as others read it, Rotadunurn, 

Eburum, Medoflanium, and Celemantia, now, according 
to Cluverius, Biin, Olmutz, Znaim, ana Kalminz. The 
Quadians were.a warlike people, had kings of their own, 
and agreed in cuftoms, manners, and religion, with the 
other German nations. The Quadians joined, without all Thtim*r* 
doubt, their countrymen againft Lollius, Germanicus, twuhtht 
Caius and Galba, who attempted to reduce Germany, and tmftrt. 
fubdue the feveral nations inhabiting that extenfive country. 

y Ambof. Vit. cap. 39 p. 10. *Jorn. Rer. Goth. cap. j8. p. 

666, 667. * 
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The emperor Domitian, while engaged in a war with the 
Dacians, unexpectedly turned his arm,s againfi them ; but 
before the Qhadians could aflemble their troops, the em¬ 
peror was #?eated, and put to flight, by the Marcomans, 
as we have already related. They fubn&ted, it feerns, to 
the emperor Titus Antoninus ; for they received and ac^- 
knpvyleged a king named by that pripce, as appears from 
fome of Antoninus’* coins, fuppofed to have been ftruck 
about the year 139 a . I hey joined the Marcomans in the 
memorable war* which that nation jnadc on t j le eni pj rc j n 
the reign of M. Aurelius. The. Quadians being reduced 
to great diftrefs, lent amhanadors to fue for peace, and 
with them all the Roman deferters, and thirteen thoufand 
prifoners, ^whom.tthey had taken during the war. By thffe 
means they obtained peace, upon condition that thfcy fhould 
not traffick for the future within the Roman dominions, 
nor fettltf within fix miles of the Danube; butjiiliking thefe 
conditions, they renewed the war, in conjunction with the 
Marcomans; and having depofed Furtius, whom the em¬ 
peror had appointed to reign over them, they appointed 
Ariogefe%in his room ; a rneafure which Mi Aurelius re- 
fented to fuch a degree, that though the Quadians promifed 
to fet at liberty fifty thoufand JRomair captives, upon con¬ 
dition that he confirmed Ariogefes in the title of king, the 
emperor would not hearken to the propofal, but on the 
contrary proferibed the new prince, and fet a price upon 
his head. In confequence of this feverity, the Quadians, 
being joined by the Marcomans, and feveral othernations, 
attacked the Romans i but after a long and bloody difpute, 
were totally defeated, Ariogefes himfelf was taken pri- 
foner; but the emperor generoufly fpared Ris life, and con¬ 
tented himfelf. with confining him to the city of Alexan¬ 
dria thp metropolis of Egypt. f 

After this vidory the other nations fubmitted ; but the 
Quadians feera to have continued in arms till the reign of 
ComqjotJus, who granted them peace upon the following 
terms: i.Thaj: they fhould keep at the difiance of five 
miles from the Danube. 2. That they fhould deliver up 
thehrarms, and fupply the Ropians with a certain number 
pf troops when required* 3. That they fhould aflemble 
bait once a month in one place only, and in the prefence of 
a Roman centurion. And laftly. That they fhould not 
make war upon the neighbouring nations without the con- 
fent of the people o£ Rome b . In the year 214 the Qua- 

*® ir »S- P- >94- Spanh. lib. ix. j,. 831, §jz. fc Dip, lib. Ixxii. 
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< 1 iaHS had Gaiobomar for their king, who was murdered by 
order of Caracalla ; but upon what provocation we are not 
told. Of this aifalfinajion the emperor ufed to boaft as of a 
glorious aftion *. In thS fourth year of the emperor Vale¬ 
rian’s reign, the Quadians, joining the Sarmatians, invaded 
Iliyricum, and ravaged part of that province; but they 
were defeated by Probus, afterwards emperor, atthattime 
only tribune of a legion. On^this occafion Probus'refcued p, f fate j 
out of the hands of the Qundfans Valerius Flaccus, a jouth bfprtbuu 
defeended from an illuUrious family, and ifeariy related to 
the emperor Valerian, whofiubjjgly commended Probus for 
fo glorious an aCtion, and prefented him with 4 civic crown, 
which, in the times of the republic, was bellowed on thofe 
whd had faved the life of a citizen In «6o, tWfc feventh 
of jhe emperor Gallicnus, they made a ftidden irruption 
into Pannonia ; but were obliged by Regillianus, wjto com¬ 
manded in that province, to quit their booty and return 
home. That general is faid to have gained feveral victories 


over them in one day c . Probus, who had kept the Bar- y r of FI 
barians in’awe, being dead, the QuadiarJs, in conjunction ,03!. 
with the Sarmatians, broke into Iliyricum and Thrace, and A. D iSj. 
after having ravaged thofe provinces, were advancing to- " ' 1 
wards Italy ; but Cams, who had fuccecded Probus, medting 
them on the borders of Iliyricum, defeated them entirely, f rtat 
killed fixteen thoufand on the fpot, and took twenty thou- Jlaug/iter. 
fand prifoners f . In the nineteenth year of the emperor 
Conltantius, the Quadians made an irruption into Pannonia 
and Mccfia ; and having pillaged both provinces, returned 
home unmolelted, carrying with them an immenfe booty *. 

They returned in two years, and laid wafte Valeria, while 
the Sueves committed dreadful ravages in Rhsetia, and the 


Sarmatians ovci-ian Tower Pannonia and Upper Mafia. 
In confequence of thefe invafions Conftantius, leaving Mi¬ 
lan, advanced to the confines of the Quadians, and con¬ 
ferred with their chiefs, who excufed the paft hostilities, and 


promifed, for the future, to live in peace and an*ity»with 
the empire b . Notwithftanding thefe proniifes, they next 
year, in conjunction with the Sarmatians^ laid wafte great 
part of Pannonia and Moefia ; buj at the approach of Con- 
ilantius, who marched againft them in perfon, they repaired 
the Danube, and returned home. The emperor rcfolved 
to pumlh them for their treachery, and having paffed the 
Danube on a bridge of boats, began to deftroy their coun¬ 
try. The Quadians, not finding themfelves in a condition 
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to make head againlt the numerous forces of Conftanrius, 
fent deputies to fue for peace ; which fhe emperor granted, 
upon their delivering up hoftages, a^tl fetting at liberty ail 
the prifoners $»ey had taken. * 

tn the year 374. their Jting Gabinius being treacberoufly 
murdered by Marcellianus duke of Valeria, they eroded the 
Danube in the utmoil rage, and falling upon the reapers, 
it being.then harvefe-time, killed mbit of them, laid waile 
the country to a great didance, and took an incredible num¬ 
ber df captives.* liquitius, general «of the troops in Illyri- 
cuni, unable to flcm thia furioiss torrent, retired into Va¬ 
leria ; but the Qujdians, incenfed againlt him as the chief 
author of the murder of their late king, followed him thi¬ 
ther, committing dreadful devaftation in the countries 
through which they palled. In their way they &et wfth 
two legions, the Pannouiaii .and Mtcfian, who had been 
fent to oppofe them ; but the legions falling into an unfea- 
fonable contention about precedency,-the Barbarians, taking 
advantage of their difagreement, cut them both in pieces. 
Tints all the open country was abandoned to them, the 
Romans remaining mailers only of the fortified places' 1 . 
The Sarmatians, who had joined the Quadians in this irrup¬ 
tion, 1 having entered Upper Moelia, were defeated with 
great flaughter by Theodofius, afterwards emperor, but 
then very ycgifig, and only duke of Mcefia. Againlt the 
Canadians Valeptinum I. marched in perfon ; and arriving 
at Carnutunt in Ulyricum, the prefent city of Hainburg on 
the Danube in Aultria, about thirty miles ealt of Vienna, 
continued there about three months, making vaft prepara¬ 
tions for his intended expedition into the country of the 
Quadians At length lie took the field, and having palled 
the Danube at Acincum, now Gran, or lluda in Lower 
Hungary, entered the enemy’s country, and deltroyed it 
with fire and fword. Having thus fpent the fummer, and 
great part of the autumn, he took up his winter-quarters at 
Bregejio^ which fome take to be a village on the Danube, 
now called, Bregnitz, and others fuppofe the prefent city 
of KoYnarp in the^fie of Schut. There he gave audience 
to tbe Quadians who came to fue for peace; but while he 
was fpeaEing with great warmth, and threatening to extir¬ 
pate their whole nation, he fell fuddenly to the ground, as 
if his life tfnd voice had failed him at once. Being imme¬ 
diately conveyed into his chamber, he was feized with con- 
vulfion fits, and. expired K Socrates writes, that being- 
offended at the mean a^d beggarly appearance of the arnbaf- 

. im 
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fadors of the Quadians, he afked them' if their country 
afforded men of no,better quality to appear .before him. 

They anlwered, that |he fiiit men in >*he nation weie in 
his prefence. JHe then fell into a violent p>ge, uphraityng 
their whole uaw»n with arrbgancg, for daring to infult the: 
njajclty of the Roman people. He delivered himfelf with fo 
much heat and violence, that, his veins burfting, he was 
infhntly fuffocated in his own blood k . * 

Upon bis death the officer? of the army proclaimed V.i- 
Jcntinian, his fecond fan, emperor, tliouglfhe was ffien a 
child of four or five years okL ft the fame time they con¬ 
cluded a truce with the Quadians, and recalled the troops 
v hich, under the conduct of Merobaudes an if count Sebaf- 
tia«, were laying wafte their country. In.tlie year 379 the ‘l hey enter 
Quadianf broke again into Iilyricum ; hut were driven out, Gaul. 
with l'ome lofs, by the emperor Gratian. In the vear 407 
they entered Gaul with the other Barbarians, and over-ran 
thofe provinces, committing dreadful ravages, of which 
we have fpoken at large eifewhere. From this time no 
farther mention is made in billoryof the Quadians ; whence 
Lazius concludes, that they were either fubdudd or utterly 
extirpated by the Goths, who had fettled in l'unnonia and 
Iilyricum. 

. • 

The S.mil at inns. 


THE Sarmatians were a very numerous 'and warlike <y/, t s a r. 
nation, divided into Hinny tribes, each of them having nations. 
their own king, and matters of a large and extenfive coun- 1 heir cum ,- 
try. Sarmatia Europata, or Sarmatia in Europe, extended lr y • 
from the Vifiula, r.n.v the Wciflel, parting it from Ger¬ 
many, to thd Luxine ll-a. the Bofphoru* Cimmerius, the 
Pal us Mxotis, and the Tanais, dividing it from Afia and 
the Afiatic Sarmatia. In this va(t traft of land, compre¬ 
hending the prefent Poland, Ruffia, and great part of Tar- 
tary, dwelt the following people; the Burgiones, Cariones, 7-^ (M . 
Sudeni, Gelgni, Hamaxobii, Agathyrfi, Borufse, MelSnch - fifledof 
1 sente, Alaunl or Alani, Iazyges, Roxolanj, Baitarmc, Carpi Afferent 
or Carpates, Sidones, Boranj, and Venedi, by Jornandes 
called Winidte and Vinidi. The. five laft named nations 
are thought to have come originally from Germany, efpe- 
cially the Baftariwe; for even In the time of Tacitus, who 
is at a lofs whether he ought to place them among the Ger¬ 
mans or the Sarmatians, they agreed with the former in 
drefs and languageThe Gelonians were, according to 

k Socrat. p 1S4. " . 1 Tacit, de Mor. German. 
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IMrari- Herodotus "V of Greek extraction; but had, even in his 
gm. time, adopted, a great meafure^th^ cuftoras and man¬ 
ners of tbe Budini, among whom t^icy had fettled, efpc- 
ciaUy the cuflOm of painting thdir bodies as we read in 
Virgil * and Clattdian , The "Budini dwra near mount 
Bmdinus, from which fprings the Boryfthenes, called by 
more modern writers the Danapris, and thence the Dnieper, 
or Niepcr. The other nations, which we have mentioned, 
were all Gothic ; and of the origin of the Gothic nations we 
have fpoken at Targe in the hiftory of. the Goths. Thefe va¬ 
rious tribes were blended b^tbeJEtomans under the common 
name of Sarrpatte; by the Greeks under that of Sauromatte, 
and fometimes by both, under the denominations of Scy- 
thse or Scythians*- and Gets. Each of them had, it feems, 
their own king ; for mention is made in hiftory of t ne kings 
of the IJoxolani, of the Baftarnae, and of the Iazyges. 
Ammianus Marcellinus, fpeaking of the Sarmatians in ge¬ 
neral, fays, that they were a favage people, infamous for 
’ their lewdnefs p . The Melanchlsenw are aliened, both by 
Ammianus and Hfcrodotus ’, to have fed on human flefti; 
and are thence called by them, as well as by Mela and 
Pliny, Anthropophagi and Androphagi. ( 

The Sarmatians began firft to threaten the empire in the 
reign of Nero, about iefenteen years after Thrace had been 
reduced to a |ioman province by Claudius ; for, till its re¬ 
duction, it bad been governed by its own princes, and 
fetved as a barrier on that fide between the Sarmatians and 
Romans. A few years after the latter became poflefled of 
it, the Sarmatians began to appear in great numbers on the 
confines, as if they intended to make themfelvcs mafters of 
that province; which was then guarded by a fmall number 
of troops, under the command of Plautius Silvanus Ailia- 
nus, who had fent the reft to the aftiltance of Corbulo, 
then in Armenia : but the Roman general hawing gained 
over the king of the Baftarnians and Roxolanlans, the reft 
foou difptrfed Six years after this tranfaClion, Otho be- 
Yr. of FI. ing then empeior, the Roxolanians, who inhabited the 
»+«7. weft fide of the Palus Maeotis, entering Moefia, defeated 
A. IX 69. two Roman cohorts; and, having pillaged that part oF 

~7~-the province, which bordered on the Danube, repaired 

Umilasd,. tlie river > “"l 1 retur * led home unmolefted. Animated by 
‘ this fuccefs, they appeared again the fame year with nine 

Sioman 

ftksrts, b Herodot. lib. iv. cap. 108. n Virg. Georg, ii. ver. 115. 

and ra 0 Claud, lib. i. in Rudn ver. 315. * Aram. Marcel, lib. xxxi. 

ntngt Met- p. q Herodot. lib, iv. cap, iot. jp6. ' Tacit. Anna!. 

Jm- ' xv. cafc,**p. 


’ thoufand 
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tlioufand horfe: but Marcus Aponius Saturninus, governor 
of Moefia, attackinglhem with a legion and fume auxilia¬ 
ries, cut them off almi>fi,to a man. Vefpafian being pro¬ 
claimed emperor by the legjpns quartered in the Eaff, *he 
lazygians, a Sarmatic nation, dwelling next to the Roxo- 
laVtians, declared for the new emperor againft Vitellius: 
but Vefpafian, returning them thanks for the troops they 
offered him, took with him. only theif chiefs, neft with a 
defign to employ them, but to prevent them from nuking 
inroads into the Romarf territories during the war. 

Tire very firft year of thCwi-^a of Vefpafian, whom they 
had offered to join a few months befoit', they broke into 
Mafia ; *nd, having killed Fdntcius Agjippa, governor of They Hit 
that produce, who attempted to op pole them, laid wafte the gover- 
the country to a great extent. Hereupon Rubrius Gallus, ” or °f‘hot 
marching againft them with the greateft expeditjpn, pur- 5 

fuant to the orders he had received from the emperor, kill- mo ji „f 
ed great numbers of them. In l'cvctal encounters, he oblig- thtH* tut l» 
ed the reft to repafs the Danube, and, with great care, P‘ttet. 
fortified the banks of the river, to cover the province from 
their incurfions”. In the fourth year of Domitian’s reign, 
the 4 azygians, joining the Sueves, armed with a defign, fays 
Dio c , to crofs the Danube, and lay walle the Roman do¬ 
minions ; but whether they put their defign in execution, 
that writer has not thought fit to inform us. Tacitus in¬ 
deed writes in one place, that tire Sarmatians and Suevians 
took arms againft the empire ; and that this year, foon 
after the return of Agricola to Rome, the Roman armies 
were defeated in Pannonia “. In the thirteenth of Do¬ 
mitian’s teign, the Sarmatians having cut ojf a Roman le¬ 
gion with their tribune, the emperor, who was then in 
Dacia, marched againft them in pcrfon w ; but with what 
fuccefs, we arc not told. 

The Sardinians in Europe broke into Illyricum with 
great fury in the year 119, the fecond of Adrian’s reign } 
which obliged that prince to quit Rome, and maJth t^ainft 
them inperfon. Upon his at*rival in Mggfia, they repaffed 
the Danube with great precipitation, and encamped on the 
oppofite bank; but the Roman cavalry fwimming crofs the 
river, in order to attack themj the Sarmatians were ftruck Theyfubmit 
with fuch terror, that they imqiqdiately fubmitted. to Adrian. 

The princes of the Sarmatians quarrelled afterwards 
among themfelves, and chofe Adrian for their umpire, who 

•^aeit. Hilt. lib. iv. cap. 5+- p. loi. « Dio, lib. Ixvii. p• 

“Tacit. Agr. cap. 41. p. 15.. » Suet, in Domit. cap. 6. p-78*. 
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©bmpofed (heir differences to the general fatisfaclion of tlii 
contending parties. On this occafioii, the king of the 
Roftjlaniahs complaining to the etnp.'.ror, that his penfiou 
har>be«i reduced, Adrian Ordered the fum, which had been 
forrherlyallowed him, tc?be paid without the ieaft deduc¬ 
tion 1 *. * In the year 135, the Iazvgians fent ambafladors fo 
Borne, to renew their alliance with Adrian, who received 
them in“sf very obliging manner, introduced them to the 
fenat?- and, having granted them their requelt, fent tliem 
back loaded with rich prefents y . 1 J 

All the nations inhabititfg'iWrmatia confpired, with the 
Marcomans, ngainit M. Aurelius ; but were in the end fub- 
dued, and almoft extirpated. Over the lazygiaue in par¬ 
ticular the' emperor gained two complete victories, one Be¬ 
fore they reached the Danube on their way home, and the 
other, deferibed at large by Dio, as they were crofiing 
that river on the ice. Notwithftanding the great Ioffes they 
fuftained in this war, they were fo far from filing for peace, 
that they depofed^ and threw into prifon, their king Ban- 
dafpes, for no other reafon, but bccaufe he had made pro- 
pofals for concluding a peace with the empire. However, 
being abandoned by the Marcomans, and their other allies, 
and reduced to great extremity, their new king, named 
Zantichus, came in perlon, attended bv all the chief men 
of the nation, to throw himfelf at the emperor’s feet, and 
implore peace : which was granted upon the following 
terms ; that they iliould not fettle within ten miles of the 
Danube; that they fliould releafe all the prifoners they had 
taken, and fupply the emperor’s army with a body of eight 
tboufand horfei. With tbefe conditions they readily com¬ 
plied ; and we tfre told, that the prifoners, whom they dif- 
miffed on this occafion, were in number, at kaft, one hun¬ 
dred thoufand, though they had fold to other nations many 
of thofe they had taken during the war. The O^ht thoufantl 
lazygian horfe were, by the emperor, fent into Britain. To 
the oftler Sarmaric nations lands were allotted in Pannonia, 
Moefia, Germany^and even ifl Italy *. The Iazygians lived, 
it feems, fome time in peace and amity with the Romans ; 
for in 180, one of the articles of the peace concluded be¬ 
tween the emperor Comniodns and the Alemans was, that 
they fhould not make war y#n the Iazygians, Burians, or 
Vandals*. Bcfides, no mention is made by hiftorians, 
either of them, or the other Sarmatic nations, till the year 

’ * Adrian. Vit, p. 4. y Dio, p. 794,, 2 

p. tot, S09, * Dio, lib. lxxii. p. 817. 
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21$, when the emperor Cararalla is faid to have gained fotne 
advantages over the Dalmatians, and to have nflumed, on 
that account, the furntmje of Sarmaticus b . 

In the year 228, the Carpi, a people of Sarmalia, dwelling 
near the Carpathian mountains. Which part Hungary and 
Ttanfylvania from Poland, being informed, that the Ro¬ 
man emperors paid a yearly penfion to the Goths, lent 
deputies to Menophiluo, gov*rnor of ^fosfia, dernanding, 
that the fame fum which the Goths receive^ fhould jjgpaid 
to tlVcm, fince their frieDidfliip deferved to be no lei's court¬ 
ed tnSui that of the Goths. "'fPIvt^depurics found Mcnophi- 
lus ex^cifing his troops, according to his doily cuflorn ; 
and, as he well knew on'what errand they were come, to 
huitible tfccir pride, he made them wait fe feral days before 
he gav.e them audience, allowing them in the mean time 
to aiTiil at the military exercifes performed by hie forces. 
At length he received them feated on a high tribunal, and 
attended by all the officers of the army, to whom he pre¬ 
tended to give his orders while the ambaf^idors were fpcak- 
ing, as if nothing they faid deferved his attention. The 
Carpi, mortified and amazed at this conduit, only nfked. 
Why money was given to the Goths, and not to them ? 
Becaufe the emperor, anfwcred R'Jpnophiltts, bellows his 
favours on whom he pleafesr V We hope then, replied 
the ambafladors, that he will be plcafed to ilicw himfelf as 
generous to us, as to the Goths: we are a more brave 
and deferving nation.” The Roman general anfwered with 
a fniile, That the emperor would do what he thought fit 5 
and that if they met him in four months time, at a place 
which hd appointed, he would acquaint them-with the em¬ 
peror’s will and pleafure. 

The ambafladors met him accordingly, and found him, 
as they had done before, wholly intent upon excrcifing his 
troops. Menephilus, made them wait fonie days, received 
them in the fame manner as he had done the firit time^ 
and ordered them to return in three months, naTninjf the 
place where they fhould find him. The^tnfwer he then 
gave was, That the emperor would enter into no engage¬ 
ments with them; but, if they flood in.need of prefent 
relief, he would, in all likelihood, out of generofitv, al¬ 
low them fome, provided theysjuvent and threw themfelves 
at his feet. They were highly provoked at this anfwer, 
and departed in a grear rage ; but, neverthtlcfs, they con¬ 
tinued quiet as long as Menophilus commanded in that pro¬ 
vince c . The emperor Maximinus made war upon the Sar- 
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paatians,and gamed conftderable advantages over them; for 
it, appears frotmfeveral inferiptions found in France and 
Spain, that bothhc and his Ion too): the fumame of bar- 

d 4 


jl MtftofOtt '2j8, Metjopbilus being recalled, the Carpi, 
gffiL ba F been awed by his prefence, broke into Mod*; 

iffflZ aps* having ravaged that province, and utterly deftroyed the 

empire* city of Mria or IftrApolis, on tjfe mod fouthern mouth dAhe 

i ‘ Danube in Lower Moefia, returned home unmolefted. the 

Homans being'then engaged in a civil war between Maxi- 
minus, Maximus, and Iiiikh»j S In the fourth /f the 
emperor Gprdian’s reign, that prince, palling trough 
Thrace on his march into the Eaft againft the Perfiam, 
overcame the Goths and Sarmatians, and obliged thetfi to 
abandon that province, and retire beyond the Danube In 
- the yeata6o, the Sarmatians and Quadians feized on great 
part of Dacia and Pannonia ; but were driven out by Regil- 
lianus, who commanded in Illyricum, arid is faid to have 
gained feveral vi&ories over them in one day. He foou after 
caufed himfelf to be proclaimed emperor; but he was 
fcarce feated on the throne, when the Roxolanians, who 
ferved under him, revolted; and their example being fol¬ 
lowed by the reft of the army, he was murdered by fome 
of his adherents. . Aufelian,. who was afterwards emperor* 
is faid to have gained a fignal vi&ory over the Sarmatians 
and Sueves in the reign'of Claudiuss. In the year 278, 
the emperor Probus marched againft them in perfon ; but, 
at his approach, they retired from Thrace, where they had 
committed great ravages, abandoned the booty they had 
taken, and, intimidated by the fame of his name, fent de¬ 
puties to fue for peace ; which the emperor granted, upon 
their promifmg to remain beyond the Danube, and fupply 
the Roman armies with a certain number of troops h . 

They continued quiet during the remaining part of Pro- 
bus’s reign ; but no fooner heard of his death, than they in- 
amd art vatfcd Hlyricum. Carus, then emperor, marching againft 
them, cut fixteen thoufand' of them in pieces, and obliged 
re ^ to repots the DanubeAbout feven years after 


jUntghttr 
, Carus. 


this event, they returned with a numerous army, ajid com¬ 
mitted great ravages in Thrace and Illyricum j but Diocle- 
iian, baftening to the relief of the opprefled provinces, de¬ 
feated the Barbarians with great flaughter. Eumenes writes, 
|hat, on this occafion, aim oft the whole nation was cut 
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off k : but hefpesiks more like a panegyrift than an hiftorian j 
for fame yearsafter,,the Sarmatianad welljpg n t ear the Pa- 
IusMseotia, under the conduit of dnfcOkMpg of Bofpotus, 
broke into the country ofkhe Lazians in Colchis, and, hav¬ 
ing pillaged great part pf Pontu^ advanced as far as 4*4 
a river of Paphlagonia. Conftantiisy then o&f 
tr.bunc, but foon after declared Csefar, was fent by*Diooie. 
fiat to reftrain their ravages} but his aamy being far infe- 
' in number to that of tfie Barbarians, be contented 
liimlplf with encamping on the oppofite bank of the ITalys, 
and yeventing them from palling that river. In the mean 
time Cfcreftus, king of the Cnerfonefus,.and vaffal of the 
empire^ having at the inftigation of Dioclefian, entered 
Sayyiatia, and even taken by ftratagem tb$ city of Bofpo- 
rus, CrifA immediately fued for peace; which was granted 
by Conftantius, upon his refigning the booty, and fetting 
at liberty all the prifoners he had taken. Chreftus at the 
fame time reftored to him the booty he had acquired, and the 
prifoners, among whom were his wife, and his concubines. 

For this eminent fervice, Dioclefian fent»rich prefents to 
the inhabitants of the Cherfonefus, declared them free, and 
exempted them from all tribute, cuftoms, and taxes (N). 

Tfle emperor Galerius made war, it feems, on the Sar- Thermit. 
matians ; for both Zonaras and Armnianus Marcellinus tell 
us, that, feeking the deftruftion of Conftantine, whofe ex* war 
traordinary qualities gave him great umbrage, he ordered Surma- 
him, in the Sarmatian war, to engage a Barbarian, who tieaun, 
furpaffed all the others in filature and ferocity. Confiantine 
having vanqjuifbed and thrown him on the ground, dragged 
him by the naif to the emperor’s prefence, and laid him at 
his feet. In the fame war, the emperor having ordered 
him to crofs a marfli at the head of ferae troops, he entered 
it the firft on borfeback, and, being followed by his men, 
put great numbers at the enemy to the fword, and gained 
a complete vidJory *. About this period, the whole nation 
of the Carpi fubmitted to the Romans, being feyejpl tigies^ 
overcome, and reduced great diftrefs, by Galerius. Dio- The^Carpi 
clefian tranfplanted the whole nation into the Roman terri- 
tories, efpecially into Pannonia, where«great numbers had . ir(i T 
been allowed to* fettle In the reigtf of Aurelian m . Con- - 


reigtf 

k Paoegyr. ai. p- if|- & viii p. ioj,'irt>7. 1 Zonar. Vit* 

t)ioc. p. *46. Ammian. p. 471. , 01 Aur. Vi£t. p. 5x5. 


(N) This account’ W§ have 
copied from a. piece, ratified, 
Or the Government of the Em¬ 
pire, puhliihed by Meurfin* in 
Vox., xvn. 


1611, and aferibed to Conflan- 
tine Porphyrogenitus, who 
reigned in the Eaft in 950 . 

Y ftantine 
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■.QflSSfe^Jte^llc! feVenftehfh year of his rei^n, 
the btberv Sarmatip nations ».. 
•jroBBpgfcfe<$e^ were overcome infeveral battles 
£a^&f&6ad of Campankg^fdargi, and. Bononia, 
jPjfif Bivficum on the |)anube °. Raufimodes, 
f fiUniatian kings, had, as We read in Zo Timur,/ 
city,-which that Writer does not name j but Cah- 
. *w>»^ coming t 6 the reliefof the place, put the eneJhy 
Mr Hav , ift g obliged, jtbofe, who had majfe their/ef- 

ftifei to repafs" the Danube, he purfued them crofs/hat 
— river., defeated them a fei^ad-jurne, killed their king^iau- 
(kj itorl aij wijfte their country, and returned with,an in- 
cr^Toamber of captives. The Sarmatian (ports, which 
weiiS^5#&lf celebrated about the latter end of November, 
as appears- from an ancient calendar of the year 534 , pro- 
bably topk theif rife from this vi£lory. 
l*nti»e in the year 332, 'a war being kindled between the Goths 
tLufe ® tm ‘ aatians > tfcd lattehhad recohrfe to Conflantine, who 
iiifl tie wed lately fent a confiderable body of troops to their af- 
\ht, fi fiance. Tbefe/engaging the Goths on die twentieth of 

April of " this year, gamed a-complete vi£lory. We are 
told, that^in this war, neasdl^pdred thottfand Goths pe- 
rithtd either by the fwortf, epiy famine. At length they 
concluded a peace, both’ wi:)j the Romans and the Sarma- 
ti»ns, Ariaric or Araric their king delivering up his fon as 
an hoftage?, and fupplying the Rorpan armies with a body 
« forigpifeufand Goths s which corps was, for fome ages, 
kept'4fd$lre and complete, and ferved under the name of 
Th| Sarmatians, find}% thpybad 
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Mf from the Goths, with the.utmtm ingra- 
"tttntja againft their friends and beuffac- 
idanads hi to the territories of the Rd- 
*^I£&t fcd| ^' f ^ elive * nce ‘ ■ Conftamine, 
Wilted again ft them at the head 
ii+titude. of *$4 baT>j^»nt them to' flight, entered 

“ 'yhfii ewf'ttfryjraiich fie javagctMygh fire and (word, How- 

rubm»t)ri«^ wlfc'prOmiBfljf to ferve the 
with fidelity, the hoftili- 

#*» M^t countfjl, rtq*fl|4.*be $&n&e 

JJtwrywtr# aftw.^the S|‘Mteitiada t 'were the 

®«tb«, under the consjoibbf their.king 1 «£« Itfc> 
Araric. The 4aft 

ians banks of- the 


.. v.pqjmiaa. 
.jSocrat. p. 48. 

In 






In this battfe the Sarmatiank !«&&&' kin- TO***, • 1 

and with him the flofrerof their xnWffi, aftefiA numhryl 

indeed doited the Goths » but then tnmin- >h,;’ ^ ^ 

8 M» matters, drove the»W out oftbeirnadw 2 S 2 & 
^awdfdzed on their lands an 3 japflenions. Thefe 
e by Ammiartvus and St. Jerom 4 ff e d LimfeS! T****- 
nef relates, that the *ree-born. among the T' 

re difhnguifhed by the name of Acap*inte 3 & A 
to, thus expelled bj their Haves, -had recomJ% 
iHe, who received'th.hundred thoufand into 
ire, incorporated feme among Bis troops, 'arid to 

n!t,° C K CrS 3 i°^, e r f S /?/ hc P ro v ' n <jes *bo rd e ri ng on the 
DAube,«and fti Italy ltfelf *. Some of tfiem tofk refuge 
amongft other Barbarians, by Ammianus called Vi%>haks" 
and by mo ft writers thought to be tbe fated people with the 
Quadi Ultramontani, or the Quadians’beyorid the 'moun¬ 
tains Sudeti or Suditi, which part the country of the Quad! 
from that of .the Marcomans, at prefent the mountains of 
Bohemia. The Sarmatians, who took refuge among the 
C)uadians, in the year 355 , made an irruption into Fan. 
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* 71 J e ^ jJMJviuccs, wniie the 

Sueves commuted cfteadfril ravages in Rhsetia, and the 
yuadians an Valeria, a province of Illyricum. Conftan- 
tms, who urts then at Rome *, fet ont in great hafte to bp. 
pofe V>«. v B*rbarians, who threatened' Italy itfeif 5 but they 
toseaoloonsr informed of his arrival at SJdStti than they 
ret ‘ r ^‘™.P rec, Phation. However, tbe emperor advanced 
as tai-a» Sirmium, and had feveral conferences wirh tbe 
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ctnete gf the nations dwelling m the neighbourhood of the 
Uanube, who all prormfedto live in peace and amity with 
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the empire.. 

But in the fbllowin 
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tunlty,^ and, entering * mkvum, luuiiEca uioie 

proviawfc white the Alemans, nqtwithftahding the peace 
lhev n ^fagtel ylfenchided with the empire, laid wafte Rhs- 
IJttihilbiigAfemans Cenftantrus difpatched Barbados 
(daft. tberSarmatlans, "who had been joined bi 

*■. he »arcfaO(i m perfbn, leaving Sirmium, w 
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approach} but the emperor, having puffed the Danube on 
a bridge of boat* entered their count! y, and laid it wafte 
toagreat extent. The Sarmatians qame in great numbers 
to Conftantius, pretending to fue for peace } but their real 
deiign was to attack the Romans by furprize. Of this the 
emperor had timely notice, and therefore ordered his trootftf' 
1 -' to w* 1 u P° n then \ as ^ey approached; a fervice which My 
*""*• accordirfgly, and .killed great numbers. l*e 

feac, with 3^ Submitted to Conftantius, who concluded a peace With 
tkttmptror t^m/bpon their fetting at liberty all the jsrifoners they mad 
Conftan- take «» and delivered up as a furety for their Mure 

ms. conduct. The Ssrmatians reaped in the end great Advan¬ 
tages from this war. They had been driven from their own 
country tty theirdlavcs in 334, as we have hinted above, Ad 
obliged to take refuge among the Quadians, who treated 
them as their fubjeds. From this fubjedion they were de¬ 
livered by Conftantius, who declared them free, appointed 
one Zizais, a prince of their own nation, to reign over 
them, and re-eftablifhed them in their ancient country ; for 
the Hayes, by whdm they had been expelled, having ravaged 
the neighbouring provinces, Conftantius made war upon 
them, and reduced them to great difficulties. In this jlif- 
trefi the Limigantes (forJo thole Haves were called) came 
in great numbers to the*empUtor, imploring peace ; but re- 
folved at the fame to fall unexpe&edly upon the Romans, 

“ they could not obtain it'upon honourable terms. This 
dgfign Conftantius fufpeaed, and therefore ordered his 
troops to furround them infenfibly, while they were yet 
fpeaking. When they had finilhed their fpeech, Conftan. 
tius told them u pon what terms he was willing to grant 
them peace ; which they rejeaing, began to handle their 
arms. This commotion the Romans, who watched them 
jjarrowly, no fponer obferved, than they attacked them 
fword m hand, arid cut moll pf them in pieces, not one, 
““Vl • S reit * ™ u ldtude, calling for quarter, or offering 
Vff-fbbmitr, ; 4 H|ter this maffapre, t$e Romans entering their 
country on one fide, and the^Sarmsttlan^, their ancient maf- 
ters, on {he othffl*, a dreadful havock was made of the in¬ 
habitants, without diftinaion of fffx or age. 

Thus the Limigantes were obliged to Ihhfeit, and accept 
the terms, however fevere, that were offered them. Chefe 
were, that they Humid quit the country, Wbitfi they had 
tozed on, and held with the utmoft injustice, and lettte to 
another at a great diftance from the empire. The country 
ifrhich they abandoned was, by Conftantius, reftored to the 
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ancient pR|prietors, who fettled there again, twenty-four 
years after they ha£ been driven out by their rebellious 
flaves. For tbefe great atchievements the viftcfrious empe¬ 
ror Conftantius took the furname of Sarmaticus. The Sar- - 

matians, notwithftanding the great obligations they otfed rh p ar *' ‘ 
Romans, a few years after bfcke into Pannonia, and ** 

ISid wafto that province, while the Roman troops Were em- tins. ’ ' 

pllyed againft the Alemans in Rhaetia In 374 they joinpd 

tha Quadians, and, in conjunction with them, committed 
dreldful ravages in Pannonia, and from thence atjjianced 
intoyUpper Media ; but were there defeated with great 
flaugwer by Theodofius, afterwaftls emperor. In the year 
376, Ahanaric, one of the chiefs of the Goths,’fceing forced 
by # the Hunns to abandon his own country, retried with 
his peopfe to a place called Caucalanda, 'difpofrdling the 
Sar matians, to whom it belonged. In 378 the Sarmatians, 
informed that the Goths, who had been admitted* by Va- 
lens into the empife, had taken up arms againft the Romans, 
refolved tp pafs the Danube, and join them; but Theodo¬ 
fius, afterwards emperor, meeting them ip,Thrace, defeated 
them with great flaughter. The viGory is fa id to have been 
fo complete, that Gratian, then emperor, could not believe 
the Account which Theodofius himfelf gave upon his return 
to court, till he was infoimedo£»tlje truth by perfons fent 
on purpofe to view the field^T battle \ In the year 407 
they entered Gaul, with the Vandals, Sueves, Franks, Bur¬ 
gundians, and other Barbarians, and committed dreadful 
devaftation. Thofe who remained in Sarmatia were after¬ 
wards fubdued by Attila, and l'erved, with their princes, in 
his army, when he invaded Gaul in 451 b . Upon that 
prince’s death, they fltook off the yoke; and, having reco¬ 
vered their ancient liberty, fubmitted to Marcian, then em¬ 
peror, who allowed them to fettle in Pannonia, Mcefia, and 
tbe other provinces bordering on the Danube, where they 
continued quiet, till they were reduced by the Goths. Thofe 
who refided among the Goths became, in proccfs of tim^ 
one nation with them. From thofe who remain*! inT 5 ar- 
matia, tbe prefeni Poles'and 'Tartars are. thought to have 

* ' f 

.ffie Dacians. 

THE Dacians were, according to Jornandes c , a Gothic Tkt Da- 
nation, who caine originally out of Scandinavia, and, fet- tins. 
thng in tbe neighbourhood of the Palus Mceotis, fubdued Thtir «rf 
Scythia, Mcefia, Thrace, and Dacia, expelling the ancient gin. 

* Ammian? lib.xxvi. p. 51 j. 3 Theodore!, lib. v. cap. j. 

P-7io, s Jorn-p. 6Sj—6S?, c jorn, Rer. Get. lib, v. ’ 
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coming out 

'iv; y— -*-“•*«* -w* feHica m the cotm- 

a / tcrw f| $ called figttu,, were, in procefs 

to the^l Ven h u m the ^f'* t8 ' by< ^ C5fnmerians > ‘hat i6 > 
“ y the hs > who, acceding to Jomandce, fettled firft in, 

jJio obtcrves, that the fame .people were call* 


Cimmtj 


spy 
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r> • T , v. v Uldt inc tame,people were c 
T,^in B u y ,G R f' ma ” s ’ and Gctes b y «« Greeks d ; 

S 1 ’ drnt ° { Tro ^ s , P ™P«us, fays, » expjjrfs 

£ Su , h \ 1 ? aCians were ‘he offspring of the Get* 
Now, that the Getes and Goths were the fame pfioplJ we 

Th V e n!5 Cren ^ P < r0ved aSbve ~ in our hiftor y of the ffths. 
nitaeofnw mor . e anc,ent times, were knowrf% the 
moft of &t/ Cr thC t , eraimation davawn common, to 
mo t of tbc^tSwns and cities, as. Comidava, SCrgidava, 
Peudava, and Marcidava; and the names of Geta and 

wh^f^lTh am °L ng tbc Athenians * peculiar to Haves, 
lm*ed y ° rC thC namC ° f the nation i*> which they bc- 

,,S- Cient C °‘ U , nt 7 . of the Dacians copip rifed the pro- 
■ent Moldavia, Valaclna, and part of Tranfylvania. The 
whole nation was afterwards tranfplanted into IHyricum by 

A r Ur ^'- a u’ u’ ld the C0unfI 7 they poflefled there 
i5 ,a " wlJ,ch tj^tmhors fpeak, who wrote in the 
fourth add fifth centuries, tKKGoths being then mafters of 

were a* mon w ar . 

like and formidable of all the barbarous nations, not only 
^ account of their natural courage, and great ftrength, 
I tbem to endure the toils of war, but becaufe 

they death, not as the end of the prefent, bjut as the 

beginning of a more happy life $ whence they were* ready, 
rh - PayS tJie opjfxtrw-Julian, to expofe themfclves ro the greateft 

ItrX, 3 ^° Urney • The U™*™ were 

««-j, ©Y. f°*“ d hy their own kings, and,agreed irj cuftoms, man- 

^-s and religion, with tbe,Other Gothic nations, of 

Zt hav ! aircad y f P° ken - The firft Of their kings we 
En^meirtioned in hiftory ig Orotes, in whofe reign they 
made war upon tjje Bahama j but, not having bebaved'on 
a Certain occafion with their ufuaheourage, the king, by 

2r/r n r em ,’ ? rd ?'^ b «*W h 7 their heads.^Lhen 
Sf ’ k rC th u ,r fce 5 “tid to perform the 

fame offices about their wives which it was cuftomary for 
their wives to perform about them, till, hy a more gallant 
behaviour, A thfy hag retrieved their loft reputation s. 


. a Dio, lib. lavii. L 7 St. « juftin. lib. W il. 
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\ In ' ** LVPV { Auguftus tRe ybro1ce m into the empire, theirtr^ 
■but in wiwt place vje aft not ttSta. Ail ye Icpow is that nr/wa*" 
at the approach of DtufuS, fent againft them by Auguftus’ ,/>0 
then in Gatil, they r 4 ti?ed to their own country b . I n the 
vear of the Chriftian tera 6tJ, the Regions quartered in Mocfia 
?eing ordered intqjgfaly by Otho, to make head 4 a in ft Vi- 
kllitis, the Daciadt; who dwelt beyond the Danube, and 
Iver allowed the Romans any refpite, but when.thcy did 
njat fhink it fafe to attack tdem, embracing that opportn- 
niV, eroded the Danube, and entering Mcefia, conquered 
pa\ of that province'; but Mticianus, palling foon after 
through Mocfia, on his march f?om theftLaftiiito Italy, ob- 
ligedroem to abandon the country they bad ieized, leaving 
F#nteius Agrippa, formerly proconful of /Mia, with a body 
of trooffs, to awe the Barbarians *. In the following year, 

Agrippa being killed by the Sarmatians, the Dacians broke 
into Pannonia, and, having plundered that proAnce, ad¬ 
vanced into Mcefia, where they joined the Sarmatians ; but 
were foon after repulfed with great ilaugbter by Rubrius 
Gallus, “whojjft Vefpafian* then emperor, had difpatched 
again ft them.' _ About the year 86, the Dacians having ra¬ 
vaged the neighbouring provinces, and committed great 
cruelties, Domitian, then.emperor, refolved to march againft 
them in perfon. Duras was^r^Hat time king of the Da¬ 
cians ; but he, by an inflatlce of moderation feidom to be 
found in hiftory, voluntarily furrendered the fovereignty to 
Decebalus, becaufe he thought him better qualified for it 
than himfelf: and indeed Decebalus was, according to Dio, 
one of. the belt commanders of his time j fiuew what was 
proper to be done, and how it ought to be put in execu¬ 
tion 5 #as very fkilful both in attacking and retiring, in lay¬ 
ing ambufeades, and engaging in the open field ; and was 
never at a lofs how to improve a victory, or hgjkr to fupport 
himfelf when conquered. ' 1 

We have related the particulars of this war in the hif¬ 
tory of Domitian’s reign, and therefore fhall only ojjjape 
in this place, that the Dacians, in the firft Battle they 
fought, totally defeated Appius or OppiiwiSabinus, governor Yt. of FI* 
of Moefia, who was killed in the engagement; that upon 
his death, and the turn-of -his afmy, they laid wafte, with- A - ** *%< 
out controul, alf Madia* and reduced feveral caftles and fie*earn 
other fo&i that Dofriitian, to put a Hop to thei^Vavages, jppjm s%i 
haftened Into Illyritum, with almoft all die forces of the 
empire ; that Decebalus fent deputies to treaty peace; hut •rmj* '* 
the emperor, rejecting his propofals, difpatched Cornelius 


* Dio, lib. liv. p. s4«. 
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itZA%'i& *W*^ wn S*« 1 K‘l>« Danube, and en„’ 
g ged tie Dacdms, wa* cut oft. by them, withalmoft his 
whoIe#*wiy,, Thiaoverthrow obiigtd '_«... 3 

a!ftady|etjwtjed|0 Rome, to haftenij 
" e “ e t#sW'»nc of his generals, nam 
e»erajrv,aot dating to ewofe hiscfwn i^gfert,' fulun sain 
a complete vi£lory f and put- fuch numbers of the Dacians 
to the fyyord, that DecebaluS, no longer able to Vre-n ilk 
^eldwidifpatchfd ambaffadors once more to fue for pf/ C 
which Hjoirptian would not grant upon any terms • hi 
the mean time, inftead dt improving his Jate vidorJ; and 
preffipg Detebajus, already reduced 8 to great diSs K 
mrnpd h.s arms agamft the Marcomans and Quadians /and 
being by the former defeated, and put to fligfeheVas R Ud 
to come to an.agreement with Decehal,,*. 


fMclutirs a s 7 e lormer defeated, and put to flight, he®Vas glad 
Jhamiful t0 C0I «e to an.agreement with Decebalijs : and according 

tz With |™a e °d re ^ Vantage0HS terms tha P he co “ld have alked 
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Decejialus, rcieQing on the bad fituation of his affairs 
thought proper tq accept the emperor’s offers; but inftead’ 

' h r Un n g - U ^° n hlm> aS Domitia11 deGre d. fe appointed Ws 
brother Diegis to reprefent his perfon. Diegis delivered un 

2d l ssas*° m me h- ■ w*? f r u num ^ S 

and rc^tiVed from his Wjs the diadem, in his brother’s 
name ... The emperor)beh?lK, agreed to pay to Deceba 
lus a yearly, fum; and fent him, at his rcoueft! a Seat 

The yePy.^^brcji Domitian had agreed to pay to 
Decehal us^wm ^wifmUlted to him during the reign ofthat 
^nnce, a&fa&urUe the reign of his fucceffor Nma but 
fucceeded Nerva, would not fubmit to that 
ftiamefujtribute. as he called it, alleging that he had nnt- 

St°f Cia ^ began ^ iw* .for war, foliciting the 
fif SKS® g “"V” l° ln tbem. efpeqially the lazygians 
at . .*** ,ra *\ a powerful an d warlike people^ fet th^y de- 
* * under various pretences, to break with the empire, 

XJecebalusjnade war fitft upon them, apd f« ?e d a confides 

ab|e 
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able part of their country, which Trajattrafter he had con. 
quered the Dacians, jefufed to reftore, though they had loft 
it for their fidelity to the Romans. Decebalus foon after 
turned his arms again# the Romans, and, pafling the Da¬ 
nube, began to plunder the neighbouring provinces. Tfa- 

f ts not difjWeafeft with thefe hoftilities ; for he wanted 
» pretence to make war on the Dacians, of whofe 
ng pcHver he was extremely jealous. Bcfides»he was 
aed, that Decebalus mafntained a friendly correfpon- 
with Pacorus. kijig of the Parthians,. wham^e had 
ited with Callidromus. taken in Mcefia by one of fats 
jicuic..«nts during the war with Domitian. 

Tbegood underftanding between thefe two powers gave Yr. of n, 
Trgjan great uneafinefs. He therefore *tjo footer heard *450. 
that Decfbalus had committed hoftilities in the Roman ter- IO *- 
ritories than, aflembling a formidable army, he marched, ^ ' - 

with incredible expedition, to the banks of the Danube ; w “ r 
palled that river Without oppolition, Decebalus not being Traja/i- 
apprifed of his arrival; and entering Dacia, defolated the 
■country with fire and fword. Decebalus*however, notin 
the leaft difmayed, having armed the youth of the country, 
marched boldly to meet Trajan: a bloody engagement enfued, 
in vfliich great numbers fell on both fides; but the Romans 
gained the victory. It was onjrfrfSwccaGon that, linen be¬ 
ing wanted to bind the wowrffs of the Romans, Trajan tore 
his own robes to fupply that want. The emperor, pursu¬ 
ing the advantages of his victory, followed the dhemy elofe, 
and not allowing them time to levy new forces, haraffed 
them without intermiffion to fuch a degree; that-Decebalus 
was atlength obliged tp fend deputies with propofals for an 
accommodation. Trajan appointed Licinius Sura and 
Claudius Libianus, to treat with theni t but the deputies not 
agreeing, Trajan purfued his ravages, advancing from hill 
to hill, not without great danger, tiff be arrived in the 
neighbourhood of Zermizegethufa, the metropolis of Dacia. 

On the other habd, Maximus, one of the emperor’s rcpfe* 
rals, reduced feveral'places, in one of which he*took the 
lifter of Decebalus prifoner, and recovered.a Roman ftand- 
ard, which had been loft when Fufcus was defeated and 
killed in the reign of Domitian, ‘Thus Decebalus was ob¬ 
liged at Jaft to fubmit, and comply with the terms, which 
Trajan thought fit to preferibe. 

Neverthejefs, in three years, he renewed the war; but 
being vanquilhed by Trajan in feveral encounters, and 
ftripped of his dominions, he chbfe rather to put an end 
to his life, than to live in fubjedtion. His head was im¬ 
mediately brought to Trajan, arid lent tp Romp, Upon '$ 
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Dacia was entire!/ fubdued, and 
>«Tije emperor caufed fe. 
ujitry, in which he placed 
fbe mhabitanttSintfubj eft i on. He likewife 
jfibw pf coibniea, diftribartay; lands among-, 
s-df .Rome, and GtiAF^pfos, “who 
in Dacia. The HwgaiiSw writers mention 
' feverai .cities intbeir country, and like wife in Ttanfylvjliis, 
which on 'this'.pccafion weVe built or peopled by theSllo- 
j&iarML. Dacii-j thtis reduced to a province, was goverrJid by 
% .Roman magiflrate, with th^tHleof pro-prsetor, as wears 
from feme andipst infcfiptions K Jr 

The emperor Adrian, who fucceeded Trajanp was in¬ 
clined tp abamjdn Dacia ; but the regard: he bad for tbe»Ro- 
maa citizens, who had fettled there in great numbers, made 
him alter the refolution he had taken. However, to prevent 
the Biftbarian* on the other fide the Danube from invading 
the Roman territories, he caufed the famolis bridge to be de- 
ftroyed, which his predeceflor had built overthat river. In 
the firft year of* the reign of Antoninus Pius, the Dacians 
attempted to fhake off the yoke ; but the rebellion was foon 
quelled by the generals, whom the* emperor difpatched 
againft them m . In 168 they joined the Alemans, Marco- 
mans, Quadians, anddWfKytians, againft the empire ; but 
the tvro emperOrs, M. Aur&ius and L, Verus, marching 
they fubmitted. In 180, twelve thoufand 
(driven out of their country by other Barba- 
&iWs, governor of that province, prevailed upon 
'IwifS^lliln'aflWMer part of Dacia, while they were 
in ftiH 'iiarch to jbitHthc Alemans, then at war with the 
Romans In thcASgti of Caracalla, the Dacians feem 
to-bswre revole^^wSfh^Tor we are told, that fome fkir- 
mifbes-.wew; fo^fe|»^ween them and that prince, and 
thaffthtjf gawe hoWages, as a pledge of their future fide- 
iny^,_ ; TJ|K>n the redtiilion of Dacia; in 105, great num- 
the natives, abandoning thc?r ancient Country, 
tl 3 & among the neighbouring Barbarians. Thefe made 
■' nt inroad*, into the empire, with the Sarmatiaas, 
vr .„4«ns, and Alemans; and their defeendents, inthe 
__ ISli^|£.Ma*iinimis, Jbfcptng the--Sarmattans, committed 
jdreSdfjU? rM ages in the Reiman provincerbcmlering op the 
i&tottbe*, but were, in‘adl likelihood, rdpulfed wito’great 
•lift .by the emperor,- fince, the year after they invaded the 
f «Bpirej lilacrinui took the tides of Sarmattcus and Daclcus, 
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In the year *65, the thirteenth of G«Kc&6k*the Goths 
mi °r b *W ous I * ,tton6 > «™de tkemfcives hiafters of 
Dacia i for thf^ofsaf tbatpfovincj is ree&ned among ifot 
nany misfortunesof tbaT prince’s unhappy reign 1. About 
nffl* years" after, it. was in great part recovered by Aure- 
b ir* but he finding he coukl. not maintain it in tint mkifi 
of Ip many barbarous nations’without an immenfe charge, 
wit\drew_die troops appointed to defend it.wnd wiiJrthem 
the inhabitants and their families, allotting them lands in 
Modi., and Dardania, which he made a nejv province, called 
likewil* Dacfit, and by Lr.ilantius New Dacia*. This pro¬ 
vince lay on the Roman fide of the Danifb.e, and is placed 
by Vopiitus between the two Moelias. It comprifcd, ac¬ 
cording to Sanfon, part of the prefent Bulgaria and Servia, 
and had Sardica for its metropolis. The Goths afpear to 
have feized on the ancient Dacia abandoned by Aurelian. 

Thus were the ancient Dacians either tranfplanted into the 
Roman territories, or difperfed among the neighbouring 
Barbarians beyond the Danube, with whom they became 
one_nation. 

The Lombards. 

THE Longobards, Lanjm&ards, or Lombards, who, in The Lem- 
procefs of time, made thend'elvqs matters of itafjr, and from hardt. 
whom part of that country, formerly known by the name 
of Ciialpine Gaul,., is foil called Lombardy, are firft men¬ 
tioned in luftory by Profper Aquitanus, bifliop of Rhegium, 
in the year 379. That writer, beginning a chronicle of bis 
own compofition, in the laid year, after having copied that 
of St. Jerom, as far as it goes, te!Is,U«*^;|t the Lombards, 
abandoning the molt diftant coafts of^the ocean, and their 
native country Scandinavia, and fet-king new fettiements, as 
they were overftocked with people at home, attacked, and 
overcame about this time the Vandals, then in Germ any,* 

They wertheaded by two chiefs, named Iboreus*and A»fo 
»us; .upon whofe death they created Agjfcnund, fon.^tklplf 
latter, theft- firft king, who reigned thirty-three yearbj.' 

"•>* he obfcrved, that long before Profper’s time, 
ts made of.dVjipQple named Jitaigobardsf for that bains, 
occurs in Ptolemy, Tacifus, and Strabo; even Maroboduds,; 

^ho was contemporary with Auguftus, is ftyled king of 
the Sueves, Mareomans, aq^Longobards, by Tacitus*, 
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tbejwntMed into an alliance with t u 
ae«8Sdu^|k celebralfcd Arminiu* 
fe ^R'ijn»j,Mafpbodufis,'from whom they had re’ 

<1* tht pv 170, th^anth o4M ! Aurelius’," 


*, h? ^ ^ : of ' bcfe people, wtefad paired the 
* m conjunction with the Marins, invaded* 
dtfus° d mi0ns ’ were defeated by Vimtex and cjjjfT 

i he p,L Long j ob f rds » b l moft geographers placed! 

*Ir^ he D ^ ? and tb . 6 Wer ?’ accord *ng to Gro/us, 
a German nation, aud a quite di 4 erent people fron/thc 
■Longobards who, are nfcntioned by Profper, and/after- 
'pTu! w ett C f- j 1 J Uly "‘ r The latter 'were.^ccor^ing to 
fhe nSofp^i e n° n ° f A 1 uile, ' a - commonly know^by 
the name of Paulus Diaconus, and the moftcredible wri¬ 
ters, originally a Gothic nation, and the fame with the 
H who coming, with other Goths, out of Scandi- 
naym byfea. Hopped at the mouth of the Viftula, or the 
Wiefler. From thence they advanced to the banks of the 
Danube, and filing there, infefted, as we read, in Vopif- 
cus, the Roman territories wi:h frequent incurfions. I n 
procefs of time the Gepidae quarrelled among themfelves 
from this diflenf,on fprung the Longobafds, who4re,’ 
therefore, as Salmafius^ndConftantine Forphyrogenitus* 
obrerve, called fometimes Gfeyidtc, and fomctimesLongo- 
♦hei K .^y ^ndered frem place to place, often fhifting 
their habitations, and were therefore called Winili, that is, 

♦ 3h- de J^V denomination has induced fome writers 
bat | heI ^ >m > 4 h)s ®nd Vandals, named alfo Wi¬ 
ll b, t) ™h he - T As tbefe tw ° nations were con- 

calLi y Win:P” E te^ tl0 c n ’ they were indiferiminately 
called Wwh but though agreeing in name, 

tllZ n Tf t0 Wdiflina nations. The learned Shcr- 
SSS? T °- ° pl "Er the Lo "gobards mentioned by 
ltus » and ? W ' e ™b were of Gothic extraction- 
«*.“f b ey were left in Germany by thC Celebrated Wo! 
nelT; ontnsmarch through that country from Scythia into 
fg£“ v “ the .[ ar ? e time tbat writer aflows the 

kTr b Zt’ , ° af t- r T ard ! fubdued Ita, y> to- Arc been a 
afferent nation, which yntm-jited feveral ages after Out of 
Scandinavia, thefy comre$*duptfy *. , * 

^*_The name of LongofwwTs feme derive from the word lack 
r ln tb^penuan language, water, be- 

>Cmi^rftt^rohvi' H ap 'ai' 1”' 5‘ IS9 ’ ,6 °- ■ Grot. ‘hid. p. , 7 . 
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$%e ffiftory of the Lombards. 

caufc the Lombards, while in Scandinavia, lived in marfW 
or near the lea Otffers think it comes from the two Q&r- 
man words**™* bargen,, or hellcbarden, that is, from the 
long halberds, which they f^ppofe to havp been ufed^hv 
^hem ; but Paulus Diacpnus, who was himfelf a Lombard, 

»Bugh born in Italy, tells us, that they were called Longo- 
ba|ls from the length of their beards ; and with him Con- 
ftafeine Porphyrogenitus % Orbo Frifingdnfis *$Gurftcrus\ 
and^Grotius' agree. After they had wandered through 
fevenl conntries, fliiftinfc their feats, they fettled in Tanno-, 
nia, which they pofieffed for the fp.-we of forty-two years, and 
then marching into Italy, under die conduit af their king 
Alboinus, made themfelves mailers of thf greater part of 
thaf country. We have obferved above,'that dpon the 
death of their leaders Iboreusjand Aion, they appointed 
Agilmund their firft king. He was fucceeded by fhe fol- Thtir 
lowing princes, Lamifcus, Leta, lldeock, Gucleoc, Claffus, n„ s ,. 
Tatus, Wachus, Walterius, Audoinus, and Alboinus, the 
firft of that nation who reigned in Italy. As for the man- 
n . ers £ ^* e Lombards, Paulas Diaconus Tells us, that no 
violence or oppreflion, no treachery or compulfion, was 
pradfcifed among them 5 and that every man enjoyed his 
property undifturbed, and followed his profcfuon withbut 
the leaft apprehenfion of dangel*’; but that writer was per¬ 
haps in fome degree prejudiced in favour of his country¬ 
men ; for Procopius wri.es, that thofe Lombards who had 
ferved under Narfes againft the Goths in Italy, were fent 
hack to their own country on account of the diforders they 
committed; and pope Gregory, furnamed the Great, who 
was but too well acquainted with the Lombard®, calls them, 
in feveral parts of his works, a moil abandoned nation., 

Perhaps they neither deferred the encomiums of Paulus nor 
the reproaches of Gregory; at leaft it does not appear from 
their cohdu^ji^i^emafters of Italy, that they did. Paulus Tktir drift. 
HiaconU 3 . fpealnM* bf their drefs, tells us, that their cloaths 
w-ere loofe, ana for the mo ft part of linen, fuci as wrtP' 
Anglo-Saxons wore, being interwoven with various co¬ 
lours j that their Ihoes were open to the *find of the foot, 
and that'they ufed to button or lace them d . From fome 
ancieHt.painungs it appear®, thsrt they ftiaved the back part 
of their ,beads ; but that their half was long before; their 
locks being parted, and laid dh each fide their foreheads. 

With refpeft to their hiftory we lhall here relate what we 

y Rudbeck. Atlant. pai t i. cap. *4. * Conft. PorpKyr. ie 

t hem. a Otho Fi fing. lib. ii. cap. 13. de Gelt. Frjd. Imper. 

blunt, lib. ii. « Grct^ibid. <* Paul. Diae. lib.fr. cap. *j. 

find 




■Sift Hi/toty of t&e Umkarit/ 

ffriffin .Panins Diaconus; jsut will not take upon us to 
: truth *of what tilt author writes. 
o*h¥ |n Scandiaar ja* overftocked witfy people at 
j^^t;"frequent‘4ptontes* ift queft of new fettle, 
tp^afciong thcvreftyleaving their native country, 

, __i in tfctjse (hipsone of ,ihde,failed Hotter than t- J 

other two, antf flopped in the nuftllti a't'rhe Viftula. * 13 he 
Goth3 *h b<^td wire called Gepidte, from a word In tlabir 
language, figrti tying flow. Tbefe Gepidre, unwilling to 
proceed fnrthef, fettled in an iflauckformed by the Vifruln, 
and continued there till their nutnbt-rs were fo increased, 
that the ill and could no nonger fupport them. They then 
began to roam about the neighbouring countries Tn queft 
of new lands, and*thence were called Wibili or Wanderers. 
Difputes arifing among thapfelves, they agreed to fepa- 
rjtte. Paulus Diaconus wrBRs, thaj the country where they 
had fettled, being no longer able to maintain them, they 
divided into three parts, one thereof, on whom the lot 
ihould fall, was to go in queft of new habitations: but 
moft other writers fuppofe the^Longobards to have tyrung 
from the divifion of the Gepid®. Be that as it may/thole 
who migrated, chofe for their leaders Iboreus and j\ion, 
the 1 fons of Gambara, a woman univerfally refpefled on 
account of her wifdo«fT , 'Sinder their conduft they firft 
fettled in a country, by PauluV Diaconus called Scoringa, 
bordering on that which wos then poffeffedby the Vandals, 
who, foon after their arrival, gave them to underftand, that 
they stud either pay tribute or prepare for war. The two 
leaders* by advice of their motfcpit replied, that though 

• i. _■_ £ ,1 _'L«c t _ c. 
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in number, they preferred war to fervitude 
... H . . tJn A bloody engagement enfued, in which 
the V 1 andtds-were ( .tqtalty'TOsfeate^.jtf.' b* 

But ’ the-: ipepid^tyvheira V4t hente&ith c#ll Lom¬ 
bards, fh&gh that ituroe vt'as-perhaps > gtfei than after¬ 
wards^ being feverely dift reflect with farrtrne, refolved to 
'siandon^coringa, and fettle, in amow fruitful country. 
They fet out accordingly far Maututga} blit ; tfeO Affipitti 
denying them a*pafTage through* iheir territories* they re¬ 
vived to attempt it by f©rc£ In order to ftrike tettwr into 
the ea|§f4 who wereiaf f«p§f»i 5 'Jp them -is number, they 
■yhat they Cynqcephalj,, or men 

hieads ; *hiW*tbpl|rtfo terrified the-ffdflipitt!, 
pg to engaepfp drmful an enemy, add bav- 
ig them or extraordinary ftrength and courage, 
to put the whole to the iffue of a Angle com- 
j vrhicb they no fooner offered to the Lombards than 

the 
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The Mfiory of the Lombard. 

the propofal was accepted, the two nations agreeing, that 
jf the champion of the»Aflipitti Qiould overeame-thebagbpe 
ftouid he denied ; but if the Lombard proved viffi, 
the reft fliould be allotfct/ to pafs uomolefted. The two 
champions engaged in fight of both, armies, and tfie tom- 
i^dhavinggained the .tuStory, a paflage was granted to 
tnetwhole nation, purfuaht to the agreement. Upon their 
arrt'al in Mauringa, they, in jrder to inercafethe mxmbet 
ot tl\pir warriors, fet all their flaves at liberty, who, though 
of (iiflerent countries, became one nation with them^From 
Mauringa, where they remained but a ftiort time, they pro¬ 
ceeded to Gothland, and made tbonfelveo makers of An-' 
thaoet, Sathaib, and Urgundiab, which our hiftoiian con* 
jt£l«res to fie names of towns. ’ , , 


In Gothland their two leaders Iboreus and Aion died, 
upon v/hofe death the Lombards refolved to choofe a king, 
after the manner of other nations; accordingly they con- Agitmuni 
ferred that dignity on Agilmund the foil of Aion, who is their frjl 
faid to have been killed by the Bulgarians, after he had *“"£• 
reigned thirty-three years. He was fuccceJled by Lamifcus Lamtno 
or Lamifiio, fo called from Ihc word lama , fignifying in fucceedt 
their^Janguage a fijh-pond for his mother, who was a har- him, anJ 
lot, is faid to have thrown him, and fix other males,’of ‘‘•efmtstht 
whom fiie was delivered at the.'■amt time, into a fiih-popd. 

Lamiflio was luckily faved bf Agilmund, who pafling that uanl ' 
way, and obferving the children, flopped his horfe, and 
ftretching out his fpear to them, one of them grafped it, 
and was faved. The king, not doubting but he would one 
day prove a brave man, ordered him to be brought up 
with great care, calling him Lamis-fhon, that is, thefin of 
a fijh pond. He is faid to have gained a vi&ory over the 
Amazons, and to have behaved, on fevefaljOther occafions, 
with fuchjjefolution and intrepidity, that,'Upon the death 
of AgilmWad. the Lombards proclaimed him king. He 4 no 
fooner fouad himferf vefted with this dignity, than, deter¬ 
mined upon revenging, the death of his predecpflbr, J*@»" 
marched again ft the Bulgariansj and though his men gave 
Wa y at firft, yet being*animated by the wetods and example 
of their new king, they gained a complete victory. La- 
was fucceeded bysLeta or Lechu; and he, after a 
teiga of near forty years,"by Ildcoc or Hildehoc, as was 
Bdeoc by Gudeoc. la the riign of the latter, Odoacer, 
king of Italy, having killed Feletheus, king of the Rtupans, 
dwelling beyond the Danube, and either put to the Iwordj 
or carried into captivity, the whole nation, the Lombard* 
titled in their country, then deftitute of inhabitants. 

During 



Hiflory of the Lombardst 

During their refidence in Rugiland (for fo the country of 
the Raghns is called by our hiftoriarrj their king Gudcoc 

hWSyW. Je, „C 

wt? °fe tlm . e Lombards, leaving R u . 
giran^lettJect in the champaign country bordering on the 
Uam®frj where a war breaking out between them and tW 
pttiu 4- “ n* , ? , " c , r T ere defeated with great daughter, 

vie- Rgdulphus b^ing flain with the flower of their natiten 
#V V, r^T Lon ] b fds divided the rich plunder 
W. V*™ 1 ?' ^riis^hetr k!eg took for his (hare only the flandard offfo- 
oulphns, called bandum, with the helmet he ufed to wear i n 
battle. Not long after thjfe event Tatus was flain by Wacho 
fon to ins bfother Zuchilo. Aildlchus, the fon of Tatus 
• endeavored to revenge his father’s death, and vindicate 
juft claim he bad to the crown ; but was in feveM encoun¬ 
ters defeated by Wacho, and obliged to take refuge among 
the neighbouring Gepidte. Wacho is faid to have fubdued 
the bueves : he had three wives, Ranicunda, daughter of 
the king of the Thunngians ; Auftrigofa, daughter of the 

1 r C 9 ep f ise ’ and Sal i n S a > daughter of the king of 
the Heruli. By the latter he Hid Walterius, who fucceedcd 
him in the kingdom, and reigned about feven years. 

^“ cr w *hcriu8 came Adoinus, in whofc reign a wdT be- 
n , dle< ! betwe , en ibe-sLombards and the Gepida;, a 
bl^Sdy ,battle .was fought, in which the latter were totally 
bleated. The fignal vid^ory gained on this occafion by 
the Lombards, was chiefly owing to Alboinus, the king’s 
fon 5 for the young prince having engaged and killed with 
lus own hand rborifmund, the fon of Turifind, king of the 
Gepidae, the enemy, who had fought with great fefolution 
and intrepidity, hearing the king’s fon was killed, fled with 
precipitation. The victorious Lombards, upon their re- 
turn, begged t|*ir king to indulge his fon, as a reward 
r*“ av,our > in the honour of dining with 
him 4 which was deemed no lefs glorious among the Lom- 
<^rds, than a triumph among the Romans. I$Fe king an¬ 
swered, foat, by an ancient and immemorial cuftom among 
the Lombards, tjlat honour and maik of diftin£lion was not 
to be granted, even to the princes of the blood royal, till 
they bad publicly appealed in the armour of fohie'foreign 
prince kilted mhartle with their.Own hand. In confe ucnce 
of this declaration, Alboinus, attended only by forty refo- 
repaired to the court of Turifind, tode- 
roend the armour of that prince’s fon, whom he had killed 
*h the .above mentioned battle, being refblved, if any vio- 
lence tfas.offered him, to fell his life dear. The king re¬ 
ceived 
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Ceived.him.£h a moft obliging manner. enr^ri-siw.. i *• 
bis tabic, aoS, admlKng bis courts and IntroniH^ At 
plied #«$ bis demand, and difmlbd n ? i y> com * 

IcM, bit loaded «& Li TrSt h MtTCi!^ 
licly appeared in the armour of Thorifmund, he wj ^ 
^andentertam.ncnt, allowed to fit at tabte* with t?c|hg 

In the reign of Audoinus,* the Lombards were* bv the Vr of pj 
emperor Juihman, allowed to fettle in P^nonia « Ll .«» 

,S the aCC0Unt 8«“ by-Paulus Iliac onus of the varfous mi* A ' ° 

grations, wars, and conquefts of the Lombards, from their 7 T, - 

firft leaving Scandinavia to their feAling inPanrtonia. il the 1 ‘a 
mam, h\ agrees with Proffer AquiJus, whowmfc More t*,iT 
bu, time# with Erchempetus, who flourished after; and <onJuil °f 
hkewife with Procopius, who lived in the reign of the em 
peror Juftiman, whofe fecretarv he was T f‘"<> <* 

well acquainted with the 

fpeaking of the war between the Lombards and the Heruli 
fays, that the Lombards had been formerly obliged to pav 
tribute to the Heruli L of v/,ich circum&e n Q g notice 
Lbe names of the various coun 


taken bv our hi ft or! an 

• 1 . ““Luiidii. *gnw names or tne various mim 

tnc % m which the Lombards are faid by Paulus Diaojnus 

J ner a h C iftor- led * h T occaflo u ned 8 reat debates among the 
Lter hiftonans and geographers, and feveral conieftures 

k V rh?r e rh ° ffered bUt aH WC . kn0W with an y foundation 
is, that the countries mentioned by fbat writer lay between 

n h aviTtre h r 0fthe rY lftU i a ’ Wh n Cre thc Lombards from Scandi- 

thevV^“ PP r n■ t0 h f VS . ft ° p P ed> ' and Pa ™onia, where 
mey iettied m Juftmian’s time. 

Hntk1f^ US T dyin L R ’ , the ^ rave 4 lboinns was proclaimed 
g Dpth^jLombards^ Upon hia,*cceffion to the crown, 

i™!* 4 Clqdifvinta. daughter to Charms, king of the 
ranjM r j^ wibahehad bat one daughter,failed by feme 
Aipiltmda otbejrs Albifvinela. About the fame 

nedied rurifiud,kiflg of the Gepidas, and was fucceeded 
., y to reyenge the death (Jf his bro¬ 
ther i upon the Lapibarda. Alboi, Aliihut 

ous, entqpfeg, isto an alliance with the Hunns, then known k ‘“> lht 

4°ry, cut fuch.numhemn pieces, that they ceafed to be a 
atmn, as we haverelated already. Alboinus, having caufed r 
thc deceafed ^gthead to hclafuok off, made a cup of bis 

Go'thinb.fi!«p de i° eft ' L ^«« b * lib -‘- * i b r Procop. BeH. 
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The Mijkry of the Lombards. 

fcull, called, in the language of the Lombards, fthab, 
■which he ufed in ail public entertainments. However, 
having taken, amoirg mlmy other captives of great dif- 
ti notion, the late king’s daughter, Kofamunda, lie married 
her upon the death of his‘former wife Clod ifvinta s. 

vt&oiff Alboinus gained great fame and reput^ 
tiojj, not’only among the Gothic nations, whofe bards ce¬ 
lebrated his prowefs and valour in their poems, but litfe- 
Vife among the.flomans ; infoUmch that Narfes, who Had 
heen fent by Juftinian to drive tht Goths out of Italy, 
courted his friendship, aigd, entering into an alliance with 
him, fbIUiited < -his affittance to put in execution the com- 
miflion .Hq. bad received. Alboinus furniftied - bin/with a 
choice body of ‘men, who, croffing the Adriatic- gulfh, 
landed in Italy* and, joining the Homans, diftinguifhcd 
themfelves in that battle, in which Totila was killed" The 
war being ended, they were fent home loaded with rich 
prefents, and continued faithful allies to the Romans, 
whom they a (lifted on all occajjons, fo long as they inha¬ 
bited Fannonia. - k ^ 

In the mean time Juftinian dying, Narfes, who governed 
Italy, with an abfolnte authority^yod had acquired Tinmen: ;' 
wealth, was by the Italians aoctifed tor the emperor Juftin 
II. the fucceffor of Juftinian, add to the emprefs Sophia, 
ttf afpiring to the fovereignty of the country. In con- 
fpquence ©f this chaise, he was recalled, and Longinus 
fent to fircceed him. Ashe was an eunuch, the emprefs is 
reported to have laid,',that his*mployment at Conllan- 
tinople fhould be to diftribute, in the apartment ofbcr wo¬ 
men,- the portion ef wool which each was to fpin.. Narfes, 
enraged at this ievereand infolent refle&ion, “ I will begin 
(fajd hcj*. as The flail never be able to finiih ■” 

and imm«*l%|!dy difpietclwd• md$ugers ta the Lombards, 
inviting-thempfto Italy! Wftferfhe meflengers He fent 
pgglbatsto Alboinus, with whom be was well acquainted, 
and fome'bf the beft fruits Italy afforded, as baits to allure 
and his fukjftdls to.-attempt the concueft of fo fertile a 
country b . • 4,- • - v . , 

Alboinus, extremely pleafed with the-opportunity that 
oflered of invading. Italy, a.country with whicbiil Lom¬ 
bards were already well acquainted, began, witbS^elay, 
to make the neceffary preparations foe his intended expedi¬ 
tion. In the .firft place, he foikited the affiftance of the 
Saxons, bit old friends as# allies, promttr.g to fhare with 
, « 

« Paul. Doc. Longob. de Geft. cap. •,* t idem ibid. Kb. ii. 

cap. i, j, 6 , & ftq. 
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them his future conquefts. The Saxons joyfully clofed 
with his propofals, and provided him twenty thou fund men, 
with their wives and chydren ! . He iikewife received power¬ 
ful fuccours from other nations, namely, from the Gepi- 
dx, then his fubjedfts, from the* Bulgarians, Sarmatians, 
' 3 *innonians, Sueves, and Noric:ms k . Havihg thus collated 
■^numerous and formidable army, before he departed; he«en- 
teted into a ftritl alliance with the Hun ns, the moft power¬ 
ful of his neighbours, lcaviHg Pantionia toeheni, jjpon this 
condition, that, if the Expedition he was going upon fhonhl 
not fucceed, the Lombards Ihoui^ he allowed to en'cr upon 
their farmer pofTeilions. Having mrcertcd fifch other mea- 
fures as he thought necefiury for lb greSt an undertaking, 
he proceeded with his whole nation, their wives and chil¬ 
dren, carrying with them all their moveable!, and whatever 
they had of value ; and, leaving I’annonia, took tfleir route 
towards Italy. They began them march in the month of 
April, juft after Eaftcr, which fell that year on the firft day 
of the mpnth, in the firft kididion, in»the third year of 
Juftin II. the ninth oPfoht/III- bilhopof Rome, and in tint 
year of the Chriftian xra 568 ; Alboinus, with his army, 
nrichthe promifeuous multitude that followed it, arrived, by 
the way of Iftria, on the borders of Italy, which ho ente.red 
without the leaft oppofition, and advancing through the 
province of Venetia# to the cjty of Aquileia, found the 
whole country abandoned, the inhabitants having fled to 
the neighbouring iflands in t$e Adriatic. . He 110 fooner 
appeared before Aquileia, than the gate6 were flung open 
by thejfew inhabitantd#who had courage to ftay, the reft 
having upon intelligence of bis approach, fled w ith their 
moft valuable effects, following the example, of their pa¬ 
triarch Paulinus, who, carrying with bfijj all the utenfils of 
his church, had taken refuge in an ifland.b|?fOm Aquileia 
Alboinus advanced to F<*rum Julii, now Fftfeli, which like- 
wife futrendered. In this city he palled.the Winter,'’art- 
toning his troops among the neighbouring villages, where 
they were plentifully fupplied by the natives with all forts 
of provifions. During the winter,- Alboinus reduced, the 
city of Friuli, and its territory, tb a dukedom, conferring 
the tj|l#of duke On his nephew Gifulphus, whom he ap- 
poitfA-to guard and govern thofc territories, which were, 
in a manner, the gates of Italy, through which every in¬ 
vader mull firft force his paflage. Thus Friuli was erefled 
into a duchy, jpul has continued fo ever fince. 

* Paul Diac. de Geft. Longob. lib. ii. cap. t. j, 6 , tc Sc q. Ano¬ 

nym. apud Camil, Pel- lib,», cap. 1*. 
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Alboinus, as foon as the feafog allowed him to take the 
field, movei Forward, and, without thv leaft oppofition, re¬ 
duced Trivigi and Oderzo. From thence he marched to 
Monte Selcej Vicenza, Verona. aW Trent, which furren- 
T/ujirjl deredjip his-arms upon the firlt fummons. In each of thefe 
c ‘ t ‘ es left », ftrong garrifon of Lombards, under thf? 
- y ‘ cpmmand of an, officer, whom he diftinguifhed with tfie 
title of Suke-, but "thefe dukgs were only officers and go¬ 
vernors of cities, and bore tl#t title no longer than the 
prince thought'fit to continue them in their command or 
government. Such likewife were the firft dukes in Gaul, 
as Paulus iEmilids proptrl^ obferves *. Alboinus left Pa¬ 
dua andfeyeral o$>er cities behind him, either hectfufe they 
lay too much'out of his way, or hecaufe they werp ftrotigly 
garrifohed, would have taken up too much of his 

time to befiege.fhem. Thus ended the fccond campaign of 
the Lombards ia- It»ly. The third proved no lefs liiccefs- 
ful : when they entered Liguria upon the return of fpring, 
the inhabitants were fo terrified at their approach that, 
leaving their habitations, theyvfled,|with all the eiicots they 
%ould carry off, to the, molt remote and inacctffible parts of 
the mountains; fo that the cities of Brefcia, Bergpmo, 
Lodi, Como, and the other towns pf the Liguria, quite to 
the Alps, being almoft deftitute of inhabitants, received 
them, without attempting to'make the leaft refiftance. 
Alboinus then advanced td Milan, the capital of Liguria, 
Which, after a ffiot t liege, fupendered, moft of the inhabit¬ 
ants having retired, with Honoratus their biffiop, to Genoa. 
Yr. of Fl. Up 0n the redt»a|wj of Jtlilan, th&Lombards, With joyful 
* 9 ,' 8 - acclamations, proclaimed and faluted Alboinus king of 
57 °~ Italy, raUjflg fcim upqn a Afield in the mulft of the army, 
Aibomu, aecordi ng j ^tffiigct^tom of their nation, and prefeming lum 

proclaimed with a lao> among them # was the enfign of roy- 
; Uug of a i ty , ^frqrn WI time hiftorians date the beginning of the 

llut y- kingdom of fraeLombards in 4($ly, which lafted for up¬ 
wards of'iwo hundred years. - ^ 

Alboinus, noy vefted with royal authority, marched 
from Milan to la via ; but meeting with a vigorous refin¬ 
ance,- as the place was well garrifoncd,,apd furniihed with 
great plenty of provifions, he left partjpf his army to pufli 
on the fiege, and with the reft reduced Piacenziyprma, 
Modena, and the other inland cities both in J^rnma and 
Tiffcany. He then marched into Umbria, and reduced 
Spoleto, which he made the metropolis of Umbria : erca- 
ing the city and its territory into a dukedom, he appointed 

‘Paul. Amil. de Reb. Franc, cap.6. 
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Feroaldus, Aom he dijpified with the title of duke, go¬ 
vernor t#that diftritt. The governors of the other cities of 
cotifequen'ce were honoured with the fame title, as were the 
cities with that of duchies, which mod of them retahi to 
this day m . From Umbria Albcrtnus returned to the fiege 
df Pavia, which at length furrendered, aft£r it had been 
defended with great refolution for three years and fqme 
months. The king, enraged againft the inhabitants, had 
vowed to put them all tothtffword ; but we.nre told, that as 
he was entering the efty on horfeback, bis horfe fell under 
him in the middle of the gate, a:*d could not by any means 
be raifed, till at the perfuafion of one of his’followers, he 
revoked the cruel vow he had made ; when his |jorfe liart- 
in^ up, he proceeded to the palace built by Theodoric, king 
of the Oftrogoths, whither the people, to whom he had 
promifed pardon, crowded to fee him, ahd to f*ear alle¬ 
giance to their new prince. As Pavia was a city of great 
llrength, and ponvenientiy fituated, Alboinus and his fuc- 
ceffors chofe it for the place of their relidence ; whence it 
because t\ie metropolia of t/e kingdom of the Lombards. 

Alboinus, now matter of great part of Italy, compre¬ 
heading Venetia, Liguria, ^Lmilia, Hetruria, atid Urrjbria, 
refolved to eftablifh peace and good order throughout the 
countries he had already fybdued, before he made any far¬ 
ther conquefts ; but he was in^the mean time flain by the 
treachery of his wife, in the fourth year of his reign. This 
princefs, called Piofamund, was the daughterof Cunimund, 
king of the Gepidx, whom Alboinus had killed with" his 
own* hand in battle. Though AdbafnMe infulted the me¬ 
mory of his conquered enemy, fo far as to ufe his ftull for 
a drinking cup, yet, upon the death ttf his ftjjft wife, he 
marriedliis daughter, and was, by her cofitrwance, mur¬ 
dered on the following occasion : as tb£ blag, was one day 
enrotffing at Verona with his chief favourite, and principal 
officers, in the height of his mirth he fent for the queen, 
and filling ti$l detefted cup, commanded her to flrink mer¬ 
rily with her father. Rofamund, ftruck.jvith horror, hur¬ 
ried out of the room * and highly incenfed againft her huf- 
band for thus barbaroufly triumphing over the misfortunes 
of Her family, rejdved at all events to revenge the in- 
huntfft».infult. She immediately difeovered her intention 
to Helmichild, the king’s fchilpor, as the Lombards called 
him, that is, Jhtdd-bearer t a youth of great intrepidity. 
Helmichild peremptorily tefufed tOiBabiue his hands in the 
blood of hisfovereign, or to be uraty degree accefiary to 


34 * 


Pavia 
fair coders ; 


and bt ■ 

< antes the 
metropolis 
of the king* 
dam of the 
Lombards, 

Yr. of FI. 
’9»J- 

A.JD. j7j. 

Alboinus 

murdered* 



as* The ifijiory of* thf ljnUbards. 

his dead]; and in this refcrimiori te'-pferfiftedy tiJl he was, 
by a fhameful ftratagem, forced;!^the 1 queen to pcompli- 
ancc :_,for {he, knowing that he carried on an intrigue with 
one of herTadies, placed herfelf orii ‘night in her bed, and 
receiving the youth, indulged him as i^fte had been his 
own miftrefs,fn his amorous defires 5 then difeovering hei^ 
felf^to the deceived lover, fhe told him, that he muti now 
either pnf the king to death, «or be put to death by him. 
J-Ielmichijjji, convinced that, after what he had done, his 
fafety depended upon the death of tilt: king, engaged in the 
treafon, which he othenyfe abhorred. One day, there¬ 
fore, while Alboinhs was repofing in his chamber after din¬ 
ner, Helmichild, with fome others, whom he ha^ made 
privy to his defigri, breaking in fuddenly, fell upon fhe kiftg 
with' their daggers* Alboinus, ftarting up at their firft 
'coming i», feiaed-his fword, which he had always by him ; 
but having attempted in vain to draw it, the queen having 
previoufly fattened it in the fcabbard, he defended himfelf 
for fome time witji a footftool; but was afc length over- 
1, poweffed, and difpatched with l|iany wound!; y 

fib cha- Such tejtarthe end of Alboinus, the firft king of the Lom- 
bards in Italy, and one of the greateft princes of the ag«in 
which hekved. He was both a warlike and prudent prince; 
no lefs {killed in the arts of government than in thofe of 
war. His friendfliip was courted by all the princes of thofe 
times, efpecially by the emperor Juftinian, who was glad 
to enter into an, alliance with him while he was in Panno- 
nia. Accori^^y Narfes, as we have hinted 

above, in his&raM Goths, arid fo long as that great 

man contitrtrefl iaJjmVUt at court, was willing to ferve the 
Romans imtfi pepafargs. The little oppofition he met with 
in the redkB&* Iritly, wa 6 in a great meafure owing to 
the new form ytl government, introduced by the exarch 
Longinus, fentijiy Juftin the .Younger to fuccee.d Nbtfes, 
who had driven the Goths quite out oI Italy, and had go¬ 
verned thdfe provinces with great reputation,^ the ernpe- 
t ror’s 1 lieutenant, for thirteen years. 

Hafamund, But to return to Rofamund : fhe had promifed to marry 
the koft oj Helmichild as foon as he*had difpatched the king her huf- 
hand, and to bellow upon him, with h# perfqip, the king- 
't.-iarch ' dom of the Lombards. She married him accordingly; but 
*w..h he was fo farjxom being able tp bellow upon him the crown, 
frtafure of that they nitre both obliged to fayethemfelves by flight, the 
■the Lout- Lombards being exafprawed againft them for tne death of 
ient,m ' a prince,%hom in atbljwier they adored, and unalterably 
determined to briq| to Condign punifhment the juthors 
of fo barbaroii? a marder. Rofamund, therefore, with her 

new 
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new hufband, and her daughter Albifvinda, withdrew In 
the nighttime, anddldd w Longinus the exarcji, redding at 
Ravenna,” taking with herall the jewels and treafure of her 
late hufband. Longjii&s received her with the greeted 
marks of fnentj/ftj® and kmdnefc, and affured her of his 
-protedfioh. She lad not been long in Ravenna, when the 
exarch, judging a favourable opportunity now offered to 
make himfelf king of Italy bj means offRofamund* and.her 
treafure, imparted his defign to her, and declared his in¬ 
tention to marry her, provided Are would tlifpatoh Helmi- 
child. , 

Rofamund, extremely pleaded Vvith the prppofal, which 
flattered her ambition, refolved to get,rid of the perfon 
whom fjje had married for the fake of h*r revt*iige. Ac¬ 
cordingly having prepared a llrong poifon, {he mixed it 
with wine, and gave it to her hufband, as he cagie out of 
the bath, and called for drink, according to bis ufual cuf- 
tom. Helmichild had not half emptied the cup, when, by Hedde- 
the fudden and ftrange operation he feit, he fufpeded what firvedeni. 
it was ; ani Iftth his fwori' pointed at the queen’s breaft, 
competed her to drink the reft. The poifon had the fame 
on her as on her hufband 5 for in a few hours they both 
died. Longinus abandoning, upon her death, all thofights 
of making himfelf king of Italy, fcnt the treafure of the 
Lombards to Co'nftantinopfe, together with Albifvinda, the 
queen’s daughter by Alboinus. * 

In the mean time the Lombards, having paid the laft du- 


tics to their decectfed king, aftembied in Pavia, the metro- 
polis of their kingdom ; and yhef£j J>ri|^eeded to the elec¬ 
tion of a new prince, which fell ouLlep^iSj.auaan of great 
diftindion among them, lie rebuiltIia^ola,.w^ieb.had been | 
ruined by Narlcs, made himfelf 111 after of Rrqjpii, and ex¬ 
tended his conquefts to the very gates of Rome'; but as he 
treated not only the Romans, but bis own fubjecls, with 
great cruelty, he was murdered, with his wife Meiiana, by 
one of his ragople, after a fliort reign of eighteen months. 
His cruelty mfpired the Lombards with fuch an avernon to 
royal power, that upon his death they rrfolved to change 
their form of government; and accordingly, for the fpace 
of ten years* tbeysschofe no king, but lived fubject to their 
dukes, thaijs, to ffie governors of the cities ; for each city, 
as we have hirited before, was governed by fome perfon of 
diftintlion, dignified with the title of duke. _ ^hefe dukes 
had hitherto acknowleged the royal authority, and were 
appointed and removed at pleafqfjfp .<fa*t upon W abolilh- 
ing of kingly power, each became sovereign in his own 
city, atld its diftriefc. This divifion of the.countries they 
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had fubduetl ioItaJy into fo m^ny petty Hates, put a Hop 
for tne prefeat to their coi>que^ % prevented them from 
ever making \tiemfelves rogfiers pf. all Italy, and finally oc- 
cafionpd .their total ruin ; for thoagh the royal authority 
was -jff^rifatds piftored "ajnong them, yet,as they had been 
free (pore time, they proved lets qjjeliem, and mo* 
liable ta quarrel among thcrafelv.es 

fhough the Lombards, during the interregnum, were 
attended with fuccefs in their wars with the Romans (for 
fhey ma^ themfelves maHers of feveral cities; namely, 
Sutri, Bomarzo, Orta, Todi, Amelia, Perugia, and Lu- 
peoli); yet they foon pefteived, that their kingdom, thus 
divided, coula not long fubfifl : therefore affembling in Pa- 
vja, they sefolved "to fubmit once more to the authoritysof 
pne man, and accordingly chofe Autharis, the fon of Clc- 
phis, for their king; in the year 585. This prince, by his 
valour anfi prudence, foeftabliihed the kingdom of the Lorn* 
bards, that, notwtf)i|landing the utmoH efforts of the Roman 
emperors, jt continued for the fpacc of near two hundred 
years ; bpt of the exploits of thl dukes during the'interreg* 
hum, antLtbe wars of AuthariA and his fucceffors, till the 
entire delpruftion of their kingdom by Charlemagne in 774, 
we fla^Hj^ak af large ip a tnore proper place. 


The 


Bulgarians, 


THE njtm^of the Bulgarians began to be firff heard and 
dreaded by Hfe Romans in the reign of the emperor Zeno, 
about the year 48^' 'Etinodius, the mofl ancient writer 
who mention# js in the panegyric, which he 

compofcd ,pfr®'h'tpf&rfc*’ltihg of the OHrogoths, that they 
were a wgrfRejmit numerous nation, enured to the toils of 
war, eved|®Hy£t» prefer death to flavery, and never known 
to have p*Ut td flight, till they engaged this hero °- 
They dwelt, in ancient times, near the Volga, on the north 
fide of the Cai^ian fea; whence their country was called 
Volgaria, %nd they Volgari; which names, ip procefs of 
timej were changed into Bulgaria and Bulgaria. Paulus 
Diaconus calls thofe countries Bulgaria Magna, which arc 
known at^prefent by the names of* Aftracan and Cafan i. 
Some writers affert them to be of Gaelic, and fome of 
Germin'extraftion ; but, as their language differs widely 
from the languages of both thefe nations, others, with far 
greater artifemnee of truth, conclude them defeended from 
' _ _ ' *>;'■«?' ' 1 
» Paul.lBae. lib. i. cut. *4, 0 Ennod. in Pauepyr. Theodor, 

n. *96, , J> Vi# Dfecl. de Regn. SJavor. p. »S8. 3 Paul. 
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neither. They fpoke anciently, fays Diodeates, in his hiflory 
of the kingdom of th* Slavi,theSla*oni»n language, as they 
Rill do, with feme variation in the dialed; r As therefore 
the Goths, Alans, Vafctftls^ and Gepidie, are though^ to 
have been originally the fame ^ople, bssjsaufe the fame 
language waswbflwnon to all, thefe nations ntuft, on 
.the contrary, bellowed to be different, whofe languages 
differ. Now, no two languages, fays Rudbeckitwj can Ije 
conceived more unlike than the Slavonian fpoken by the 
Bulgarians, and the German and Gothic. The Bulgarians, 
theiefore, were not fprung either from the Goths or the 
Germans, but ought to be reckoned amofrg tlje nations in- 
hablting^Afiatic Scythia; for they came firft from thence ; 
am* to trjee them farther back would be a vain aifd fruiLlefs 
attempt. 

From Afiatic Scythia, and the countries lying^north of 
the Cafpian fea, they advanced, in queft of a more fertile 
country, to the Tanais, and from thence, in the reign of 
the emperor Zeno, to the hanks of the Danube, having at 
that time "Bladinus for their fling- They Vrere not impeded 
by that river; but, palling it", broke into Thrace, with a de- 
figiyo fettle in that country : but Theodoric the Oflrogoth, 
afterwards king of Italy, and at this time general of* the 
Roman troops quartered in that province, marching againlt 
them, put them to flight, Aid obliged them to repafs the 
Danube. Thofe who invaded ‘1 brace had qpe Libertem 
for their leader, who was wounded in the; engagement. 
Some years after, that is, in 499, tbe Wghth of the empe¬ 
ror Anaftafius’s reign, they again jnade art irruption into 
Thrace, committing dreadful ravages. .Again ll them the 
emperor difpatchcd Ariflus, commander of the troops in 
Illyricum, at the head of fifteen thoufaml men^tended by 
five hundred and twenty waggons, loaded with v arms and 
provifions. Ariflus, confiding in his flrcngth, engaged the 
Barbarians on the banks of the Zarta or Zurta; but was to¬ 
tally defeated, with the lofs of all his baggage, and four 
thoufand men, among whom fell the counts Nicollrataa, 
Innocentius, and Aquilinus, with fome cf the mofl expe¬ 
rienced officers of the army s . , - 

. Three years after this expedition, they invaded Thrace 
again ; and, having plundered that province, with great part 
of Illyricum, carried off an immenfe booty, the Roman troops 
being employed againft the Styacens, who, under &£ conduct 
pf Badicarim, committed {hocking cruelties in ralxfline, 

T Diocleat. deRegn. Slavor. p. 288. f Marc. Chron. Jorn, 
f.rg. yap. ^8. Paul. Diatajlift. MifceJ. lib. xv. p. 445. 
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Arabia, andsPbcentce. They appear to have continued quiet, 
perhapfoby ipmeagreem 6 ntwitbshe empire, from this time to 
the f«ar 51|9 4 the twelfth of the «jteerorJu(tmian the Great, 
wh#SB^.3ijH^ferwd|e conduft of the*tf-o kings, Vulger and 
lirnggo, they Wed the Danube, and ragged Mccfia. The 
commandew.of the Roman troops qtwrllRd in that and 
the neighbouring provinces, having collected their forces, 
m&rehedr agnjjnft ehem; bqf were defeated with great 
{laughter. Ih confequetice of this victory, the Barbarians, 
roving about uncontrolled, took an immenfe booty, and an 
incredible .svnaber of captives, deftr-oying with fire and 
l'word what they l could <iot carry off: but, in the mean 
time, Acum, by Ration a Hann, an officer.of gr@ 6 t expe¬ 
rience, rfhoni "Juftinian had fent againft their, hating 
cut off their retreat, obliged them to hazard a battle in a 
very disadvantageous fituatioa. The Bulgarians fought 
with great refolution and intrepidity; but, great numbers 
being cut in pieces, and both their kings killed, they were 
forced to refign their booty, add betake themfelves to a pre¬ 
cipitate flight. -Acum, having thus delivered the Roman 
provinces from-the Barbarians, fet out on his return to 
Conftantinople with ;Conftantine, who had commanded 
under him ; but, in palling through Thrace, both generals 
were futprifed by^a party of Bulgarians, and taken pri- 
foners ; fo that Juftinian was obliged to ranfom them with 
an immenftwfom In the'following year 540, the Bulga¬ 
rians, not^Wdptaged by the lofles they had fuftained, re¬ 
turned, and,,£nte||hg Thrace, plundered and laid wafle 
the open country ; but Motjdus, whdm Juftinian had ap¬ 
pointed governed of llly{i.C«im, coming upon them uncx- 
pe£Udly, routed them with great flaugbter, and, having 
taken a grflkt napiber of prifoners, fent them to the empe¬ 
ror at Cfenftantinople, who incorporated fome of them 
among his troops, and ordered the reft to be tranfplanted 
into Armenia and Lazica 11 . For this and the above-men¬ 
tioned vifiory, the emperor took the fnvnamc of Bulgari- 
«*w, which, atnoi;g his other titles, is Hill to be feen on his 
coitfe» ■>. * 

No farther mention is.made in hiftory ofjthe Bulgarians, 
till> the reign of Conftantinc HI. furnamed Pogonatus, 
which began in e68. Is. his time they palled the flanube, 
a»dr «ntering the Roman territories, committed great de- 
vaftation .jn' the provinces bordering on that river. Con- 
ftantine, having railed a powerful army, difpatched it 
againft Aem but as the Romans, confiding too much in 

• Thropb. p. 1*4. v Theopfillfe Ann. Juftinian.. 13. 
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their own ftrength, and defpifing the Barbarians as an un- Thy,Ufa 
dftciplined multitude? were marchrhg carekfly.. the Bulga- tteHemaa*. 
rians attacked 4 uth fuch #%our, that, after a faint refin¬ 
ance, they fled, and, feflrirjg into the fortified placcs, left 
thlfenemy at %fcliberty to ravage^ at pldBure the open 
country. At l^th the efnperor, preferring a (hamcM Yr. of R 
peace to an expenfive and doubtful war, adVeed to pay sou¬ 
thern 'a yearly penfion, upoti condition, that tHT'V fhould A - J) - 6 t 8 - 
not, for the future, infelt the Roman territories, but join, ~~ 

when required, the emperor’s forces againft all oA;r Bar- iu. agrees 
barinns, who fliould attempt to difturb the f«Sce of the tafnythtm 
empire w . About this time AlczeiAts, onefof the princes or nn “"'"usl 
chiefs or^the Bulgarians, abandoning his.own country, for • 
whJt rea 4 >n we are not told, entered Italy with *a body of 
his countrymen* and, arriving at Pavia, without offering 
the lcalt violence to the people in the countries*through 
which he palled, offered his fervice to Grimoaldus king of 
the Lombards, declaring at the fame time, that he was will¬ 
ing to live, with his people.iin what part foever of his do¬ 
minions he fhould be pleafec/to allot him. Grimoaldus re¬ 
ceived him in a moil friendly manner-, and thinking he 
might prove very ferviceable to his fon Romualdus, duke 
of Benevento, threatened at that time by the Greeks, who 
were mailers of Naples, he fent Alczequs and his Bulga¬ 
rians to him, requiring him to allow them fettlemcnts in the 
dukedom of Benevento. Romualdus, in coi^jp|ance with SontiBul- 
his father’s requeft, allotted them ieveral cities, and among s r ar ! a ” T , 
the reft Sepinum, Baianum, and Iferdjp-, but at the fame c r 

time obliged Alczecus to relinquifh the title of duke, and Be«e-veitti. 
content himfelf with that of gaftnldus, cither to lliew that 
lie had riot given him thofe places in feignory and property, 
or becaufe he did not think it proper that onc of his fub- 
jecls fhould he dillinguifhed with the title of duke, fincc 
lie had no other himfelf. The dukedom of Benevento be¬ 
ing thus divided into feveral counties, all fubjebf to the duke 
of Benevento, thofe who were appointed to govern them* 
had no other title but that of gaftaldi, yjhich is the fame 
v.ith the title of comes or count x . Thus the Bulgarians 
came to fettlwMn the dukedom of Benevento, where for 
feveral ages they inhabited the country n^w known by the 
name of Contado di Molife. Pauhis DiaConus, who wrote 
above a hundred and fifty years after they bad fettled there, 
fays, that though in bis timg\hey had learnt the Italian lan- 
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g"*»*ge» nererthclefs tbqr had not yet loft the ule of their 

vJLdtTitum to the Bulgarians #fc> remained on the banks 
Conftantirte, as-v& have related above, had 
concluded: a gpice with ahem, and agreq^to pay thenf&an 
annual penfion indeed tnoft authors aw^f opinion, that 
be allowed-tfeem to fettle in Lower Mcefia, from them af- 
terwardff'Calied Bulgaria, which name that country ftill re¬ 
tains. Other writers fuppofe them to have fettled there 
Hr. of FI. feveral }ears before Conftantine’s rreign, though they do 
*A 5 D 5 68 t not talce “i'®' 1 ' t * r>em t0 fi ^4 the precile time. However that 
- " ' 7 ‘ be, Juftiniaa II 'hot onfy refund to ftand to the articles of 

Juflinian the treat 7) which Jiis fatlirfhad concluded -with tl*e Bulga- 
Jl invades rians, buf entering their country in a hoflile manner, nfade 
their coun- bimfelf maftcrof feveral forts, and obliged the inhabitants 
' hut , “ cither uj-fubmit to him, and pay unreafonable contributions, 
tythem. or t£> abandon theit dwellings, and take refuge in the woods 


(O) What PauluS Diaconus "which had been drawn up in 
writes on this.head*is worthy of IRavenna in the reign of Jufli- 
obfervation : the Bulgarians, liian, and was written in a kind 
fays he, retained their own lan- 6f Latin, which bore a great 
guagC, though at the fame time affinity to the Italian. Iif the 
they lpoke the Latin, quamvis tenth century, the Italian alone 
etiarn Latlne lotfuerentnr. By tyas fpoken in Italy ; but that 
the Latin tongue our hi dorian Italian came much nearer the 
did not mMk^’as fome have Latin, than the language which 
imagined, feet laaguuge of the is ufed now by the Italians, 
ancient Romans, bjf another both in common fpeech, and in 
tjsen currentaB Italy, and com- writing 3 '; but though the cur- 
U>only i ,caUqy#talian; tor the rent language was then very 
ancient Latin, about the end different from the Latin, yet it 
of tlie 5th Century, when l’au- was called Latin by the writers 
Jus Diacoiiiis flabrifhed, was of that and the two following 
only made ufe of in,,writings ; centuries, becaufe it was fpoken 
another, called Italian, being by the ancient inhabitants, who 
thcncommonly fpoken,to which were fty led Latins or Romans, 
the mixture, variety, and con- and by that* "name diilinguiflied 
fofioa of feveral languages with from the Greeks, the Lom- 
tbe Latin, hadgiden rife. The bards, and the other nations 
Latin, tongue, eyen in the pme fettled in Italy. Hence not 
*tf <the -empegwr Juftiniaiv who only Paulus Diaconus, but .au¬ 
dit'd ip $66, began lobe ftjpge- thors who flourilhed long after 
ly corrupted, and to bearaigjyeat his time, by Latin meant the 
rel^tfiblance to the Italian ; for Italian, as the learned Camilla 
Fbmerius' tells us, that he had Pellegrino juftly obferves (1), 
perufed a public inftrumeuk 
t". • %!' », 

(t) Camill. Pell, in Di(T. de Qte.de Benevent. 
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and marines. The Bulgarians, finding themfelves reduced 
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to great difficulties, *ifpatched ambaffhdors tt* tjie-emperor, 
fining for peace ; but he refufing.^o agree ter any terms bat 
tliofe of an entire fubmidion, animated witlHkfpair, they 
refolved to make a laft effort in tfctfence o&dieir liberties. 
Accordingly, having aflefnbied all their forces, they fell 
unexpectedly upon the emperor, put his army |o flight, arid 
having feized on all the paify, obliged* liThi to r«fore the 
prifonets, and booty he had taken, and confirm the tieaty 
his father had made with them, before they would permit 
him to retreat y . In the year 715, Philippiywfceing then 
emperot, the Bulgarians, upopi„w«at provocation we know 
not, breaking unexpectedly ujf» Thrace, advanced to the 
very gatf^ of Conllantinoplc, a^f having pillaged’the coun¬ 
try, returned home unmolcffed, carrying with the/n an im- 
menfe booty. In 719, Anaffafius If. tyhohad beet^depofed 
and confined to Thefi'alonica, by Theodofms III. having 
made bis efcape, fled to Tribelin, king of the Bulgarians; 
and having prevailed upon tft.it prince &efpoufr his caufe, 
he obtained a confiderable a'my, with \vhieh he marched 
into i'hrace, and approached the imperial city. Anaffafius 
believed himfe'f, and had allured the Bulgarians, that the 
inhabitants, at his approach, would open the gates, and re¬ 
ceive him; but the citizens making a vigorous rcliltance, 
and the emperor Leo railing at the fame turn: a numerous 
army, the Bulgarians, greatly provoked ag ai iff tr Anaffafius, 
feized him, and delivered him to Lea, by whom he was 
put to death z . * ft.- 

From this time the Bulgarians continued £«iet till the Yr. of FI. 
year 750, the ninth of the reign 01 Coaltamirtet furnamed J« 9 ** 
Copronymus, who ordered forne forts to be built on the • ' 7i °' 

borders of the provinces, which joined the country of the 
Bulgarians. Of this encroachment tlievconipldned to the 
emperor, and demanded a cotifirmatior^p the former trea¬ 
ties., The erfiperor received the ambaffadors in a manner 
altogether unfuitable to their character, and dilmified them 
with a difdainful anfwer; which fo incenfed the Bulgarians, 
that they madp a fudden irruption into tlfe Roman terri¬ 
tories, and penetrating, without jppofition, as far as the 
long wall, deftroyed the country, and returned fcome loaded 
with booty. The emperor,»upon the arrival of Ins troops 
from the Baft, marched againft them in perfon, and enter¬ 
ing their country, began today it wade; but the 
rians, who carefully watched all his motions, attacking 
him as he was marching through a narrow pafs, named Be- 

y Tiieoph. Cedren. ad .'.oh. Conft, 10. 1 Idem ad Ann. Leon. s . 
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„ . . put him to flight, and p&rfued him, with great 
-very gates-«f ConftanSinople». 
:dJMpteydar'7<>3 anddips-trar was kindled between the 
fa*te4S*pe*trand the Btrl^iripns! tbe occafion of which is 
varimrffy related by authors j bet the nwft probable opinion 
is, that Caftflfeitine, wanting tTpreteuce to quarrel wtth 
them, and# retrieve the reputation be had loll in the late 
boftilitit?&; pretenddd to be intjenfed againft them for putting 
to death ki a fedition all the princes of the blood royal 
among tfem, and railing to the throne Telefts, a perfon of 
a mean dtflfettvt. What gave rife to this rebellion we are 
not informed; But Constantine, pretending to revenge it, 
raifed a powerful, army, marching into the* country 
of the Bulgarians, gave^Them battle on the border? of 
Thrace. *'The engagement lafted eight hours ; but in the 
end the ^Romans gained a complete viQory : after which the 
emperor, inftead of improving it, returned to Conftanti- 
nople with the. booty and prifoners he had taken, and en¬ 
tered the city in triumph. Trie Bulgarians, upon die re¬ 
treat of the emperor, affaffmated their new king, either 
miftrufting him, as if he entertained a private correfpcu- 
dence with the Romans, or becaufe his behaviour ita the 
battle was fuch as {heived him unworthy of the dignity to 
Which he had been raifed b . 

The Bulgarians, difcouraged'by the lofs of the battle, in 
which the flower of their youth was cut off, fent ambaifa- 
dors to Conftantinopie to implore peace; which was granted 
upon fuch difadvaStageous terms, that they refolved to ob- 
ferve them #1 longer than a favourable opportunity offered 
of renewinglhe war. Accordingly, two years after, great 
part of the emperor’s forces being' employed in the Ealt 
againft the Safacens, they invaded the Roman dominions 
with a body of jaralve thoufand men 5 bflk Cbnftantine, 
marching in perflpPigainft them, and coming upon them 
when leait expe&ed, cut them almoftoffto a man, and.tthpi 
returned in triumph to Conftantinopie. This the emperor 
ftyled his noble ^ar, becaufe not one Chriftian was killed 
in it; but the vtdlory was obtained by treaehery, the em¬ 
peror Being privately informed by fome Bulgarians of the 
defigns, and ait the motions, of their countrymen.^ Thefe 
Elerich, king Of the COtintry, Bifcovered by the following 
device: he wrote to Cotfftantine, pretending a defire to 
refign the crown and lead a private life at Conftantinopie; 
for wMtih purpofe he intreated the emperor to fend him a 
fafc-condu£l, and at the fame time to inform him what 

* Th*tS>h. ad Ann, Conft. 19, Mdem ad Ann, Gonft. a*. 
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friends the Homans b^Jjtamong the Bulgarians, that he 
might repair with th«n to Confwntinople, .beii\g uawiUwg 
to truft his perfon or deiign to tethers. Conftantine, not 
fufpediing any deceit, ferft him* lift of names of thofe vtho 
maintained a private cornefponden%e with him 5 w.hich Ele- 
riof^no fooner received, than he caufed them all to be put 
to death. The emperor, finding himfelf tlh^s deluded, 
tore his garments and his hair, in the transits (Sfhis paf- 
fion, vowing infatiable revenge. He fpent the\winter in 
warlike preparations, a*id early in the fpring tookohe field, 
with a defign to cut off the whole jiation of j^admlguriatis 3 
but being feized oh his inarch with a violent fever, he was 
ouligcd t» return to Achadiapotis, v.’hency he was conveyed 
to Btrongflum, where he died c . * * 

He was fucceeded by his fon Leo III. who upon his nc- 
ceffion to the throne, concluded a peace with the, king of 
the Bulgarians, whole daughter Irene he bad married. In £ i erie j 
the third year of his reign, Elerich, being dethroned by his ingtf \ht 
own fubjedts, fled to Conftantinople, where he was received Buiget- 
by the emperor with extraordinary marks* of kindnefs and ffff' 
efteem. During his refidence in that metropolis, he was, 
at h* own requeft, inftrudted in the principles of the Chrif- thr.Kt,rm- 
tian religion; which he no fooner embraced than he was imo-i tie 
created a patrician by Leo, and married to a relation of thk 
emprefs d . Conftantine Pofphyrogenitus, the foil and fuc- 
ceflor of Leo, in the year 791, the eleventh of his reign, 
attacked the Bulgarians, who, according to their cullom, 
had broken into the Roman provinces: but with what luc- 
cefs the emperor was attended in this war is .uncertain; for 
Cedrenus^writes that he gained a fignal victory ; Zonaras, 
that it was a drawn battle ; and fome declare that the Ho¬ 
mans were vyprftcd, and loft the flower of their army. 

Be that as- i£ may, in the following year he marched 
againft the Bulgarians, encouraged by fome aitrologeis, 
who promifetf him certain vidtory; but depending upon y r . 0 f F l. 
their promifes, and omitting the proper means toobtain it, 3140. 
he was totally defeated. In the battle, betides a great num- A.i>. 7 9»< 
her of common foldiers, fome of the beft* officers of the ' * 

army loft their lives, together with the moft confiderable 
men ki the empire, and Paiseratiusf wfyo, by his lying pie- a f , rtat 
didtions, had given occafion to the overthrow. 1 wo years •vif?9ry 
after, Cardanes, king of the Bulgarians, fent ambaflad^rs over Can¬ 
to the emperor demanding a tribute, and threatening, if it Juntne * 
was refuted, to come as far as the Golden Gate of Con- 
ftantinople, and take it by for^e; to fuch a low ebb was the 

Theoph, ad Ana. Couth 34, 4 Idem, ad Ann. Leon *. 
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empire ‘then reduced J Conftantii^kowever, exerting him- 
replied, that, a It the king of the Bul- 
garianS'Was advanced in years, he would fave him the trou- 
bleS«f'%l©tJg a journey, byco,miiig'-in perfon to wait upon 
him. Accordingly he Marched againft him at the head of 
a confkterahle army, at fight of which the Barbarians, fttutk 
with a panj$- fieri in the utmoll confufion ; but Conftan- 
tine, infread.af^puffuing and. taking advantage of the con- 
fternationAhey were in, returned to Conftantinopie e . In 
the yearylo6, the fevcnth of the emperor Nicephorus, the 
BulgarianSp-forrounding a party of Romans, put them a!! 
to the fwordj anci feizecheleven hundred pounds weight of 
gold, which they,.were efcorting to Btrogmon foKrthe pay¬ 
ment of fne army. ' o " 

Tit Bulga- They afterwards made an irruption into the Roman pro- 
tiansfur- vinces, under the conduct of Crumus, their king; and hav¬ 
ing furprifed Sardica, put the whole garrifon, confiding of 
fix thoufand men, to death. Nicephorus marched againfi: 
them in perfon ; but the Barbadians retiring at his approach, 
he returned to Conftantinopie. However, in the following 
year he muftered all the forces of the Eaft and Weft, and 
■SiH’cbcd at the head of them into Bulgaria, which hf ra- 
fagfed With fire and fword. Crumus, alarmed at the ap¬ 
proach of fo formidable an army, fued for peace, which he 
offered to conclude upon tends highly honourable to the 
empire; but Nicephorus reje&ing them with fcorn and in¬ 
dignation, purfued his ravages, burning the towns and vil¬ 
lages, and putting fuch of the inhabitants to the fword a3 
fell into his badwts, without diftin&ion of age, fex, or con¬ 
dition. He not. only raged againft the living, but likewife 
againft the dead, not differing thofe who were flain to be 
buried, but ottering their bodies to be expofed to the dogs 
and wild beafts. In the mean time ByzantiUs, his chief 
favourite, forfaking him, fled with the imperial robe, and 
a hundred pounds weight of gold, to the ene’Sny 5 a defec¬ 
tion whioh was confidered by the fuperftitious multitude as 
an unlucky omen,, 

Crumus, fenfiblv affe&ed by the calamities of his fub- 
jerfts, fent another embaily to-the emperor, offering to agree 
to any terms, tin condition he would put an end to his ra¬ 
vages and quit the country; but Nicephorus, deaf to all 
ptCpofals, received the ambafladors with great haughtinefs, 
Yr. of Ft. and difmified them with fcorn. Crumus, a£fuated by de- 
J159. fpair, and the third of revenge, in the firft place fecured 
A • 81 *• and fortified all the paffes through which the emperor was 

* Theoph. & Cedren. ad Ann. Conft. 5. 
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to retire ; then, 'animating his men to revenge the blood of The tmpt. 
their wives and chiWren inhumanly maflacre^ by the tm- ror Nut- 
peror’s orders, he attacked the Roman camp. Having /*«•« 
forced it notwkhftandi»|fall oppofition, he cut off almoft {he ^ 

whole army, with the emperor hitnfelf, a great number of 
patricians, and all his chief officers. Saturacius, the era- army cut 
peror’s fon, was dangeroufly wounded, but ’heaped in a $• 
litter to Adrianople. All thf arms and TjhggafSH'ell info 
the enemy’s hands. The body of Nicephorus bSuig found 
among the flain, Crumb's ordered his head to be IWuck off, 
and, alter having expofed it to public vie w— Wauled the 
lkull in filver, and ufed it ever after in alfgriujd entertain¬ 
ments, rafLcad of a cup f . t 

hi the beginning of the reign of MichaeH who fbcceeded They con. 
Nicephorus, a peace was concluded between the Romans cluJt a 
and Bulgarians; and, fome of the latter were allowed to t‘ ace 
fettle in the Roman provinces : but the friendfhip that fub- 
filled between the two nations was of (hort duration} for,, j aon 
in the fecond year of Michael’s reign, they came to an opcflLj/. 
rupture, oh the following occafion : tome Romans, who had 
been taken ptifoners by the Bulgarians in the late w ar, hav¬ 
ing # found means to make their efcape, returned home. 

Thefe Crumus demanded, threatening the empire tfith 
war, if his demand was not immediately complied with. 

The emperor, who was nSturally averfe to war, and fe- 
veral perfons of diftimflion at* court being of the fame 
opinion, were for granting the king of the Bulgarians his 
requeft, the empire not being at that time in a condition 
to cope with him in the field; but Nicephorus, the patriarch, 
and Theo£ti(lus, a perfon in great elteem for his virtue and 
wifdom, urging that they ought to trull to the aflittance of 
Heaven, and not gratify the pride and inlolencc of the Bar¬ 
barians, the emperor, following their advice, received the 
Bulgarian ambaffadors in the moll condefccnding manner; 
hut at the fame time told them, that he could not, by any 
means, comply with their requeft:, and deliver up.into cap¬ 
tivity fuch of his fubje£ts as, having once^efcaped that de¬ 
plorable condition, had fled to him for prottdlion. In con¬ 
sequence of this anfwer Crumus, leaving levied a confider- 
able army, entered the Roman territories, and not only ra¬ 
vaged the open country, but reduced feveral fortified places, 
being aflifted by an Arabian, well Ikilled in the art of fram¬ 
ing military engines} who had been formerly employed by 
the emperor.Nicephorus, but being ill treated by him, had 

f Ccdren. Zonsr. in Niceph. p. i8z. 
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fled to the Bulgarians, and taught them the ufe of all forts 
of battering,engines. « 

Thti take Befides feveral other cities, he made bimfelf mailer of 
Me/m - Mjfembria, a place of great importance in the neighbour- 
hria j hood of Mount Hxmus,,and put the garrifon to the fword. 

In the mean time the emperor, having aflembled a very nu¬ 
merous arofy, leaving Conftantinople, put himfelf at the 
hfcad of rtfag^mar-ching into Thrace, came up with the 
enemy iiy 5 .be neighbourhood'of Conftantinople. After fe¬ 
veral fki#nifhe&, in which the Romans had the advantage, 
the empev^eijyas forced by the foldiery to venture a battle. 
Both armies.enghged wijfi the ulmoft fury, and the victory 
Yr .of •FI. continued long doubtful; hut at length the Rom/ns were 
5,61. utterly defeated. ' Michael was fo fenfrbly afleded by jhis 
A. D. 813. misfortune, that, refigning the purple to Leo, he retired 
*77—“" to the jnonaftery of Pharus, and took the monallic habit. 
ami ^, a ! n a The Bulgarians, elated with the great victory they had gain- 
vUlok/ jfd, purfued their ravages without control, advancing alnioft 
ever the 'Jppt'be gates of Conftantinople. Leo, who had fuccecdcd 
emperor Michael, endeavdured at lirrt to reftrain them by fair means, 
Michael. aiK ^ f or t h at purpofe Cent ambaffadors to Crumus, with pro- 
pofals for an accommodation ; but the Bulgarian, deaf to all 
overtures, fent them back without even granting theta an 
audience. Leo, who was an adive and warlike prince, 
provoked at ^he arrogance of t?he Barbarian, colleded all 
the forces of the empire, arid marching into Thrace, offered 
the enemy battle 5 which Ctumus not declining, a bloody 
engagement enfued. Great numbers fell on both tides ; 
but the Romans, after a moil obftinate refiftance, were put 
to the rout. The Bulgarians, inftead of purfuing the ene¬ 
my,; began to plunder the camp in great diforder ; a cir- 
Yr. of FI. cumftance which being obferved by Leo from a neighbour- 
316%. " ing eminence, where he had remained during the battle, 
A. 0 . 8 * 4 - with a body of t?ferve, he came down unexpectedly upon 
‘ the enemy, renewed the fight, and having rallied his other 

Lt °bl T a troo P s > obtained a complete victory. Great numbers of 
e ™a<>ry the enemy were flain and taken prifonets. Among the for- 
eutr them, mer fome reckod the king himfelf; and add, that the em¬ 
peror flew him with his own hand; but others fay that he 
was only wounded, anct that, falling from his horfe, he 
would have been either killed or taken prifoner by the Ro¬ 
mans, who had already furrounded him, had not his guards, 
with unparalleled valour, refeued him out of their hands *. 
K The Bulgarians were lb difpirited by this overthrow, that 
they made no inroads into the empire for fome years after. 
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Crumus was fucceeded by Mortagon, in whofe time Thd* 
mas, revolting from Michael II. who had fucpeeded Leo, 
and keeping him clofely blocked up in Conftantinople, the 
kingof the Bulgarians, ecrtnmiferating his condition, refolyed 
to march to his afiiftance ; and, l<jft he fliould in the mean 
time come to any agreement with the rebels, he privately 
acquainted him with his defign. The cmpeNr, either to 
prevent the ravages and difor^ers, which !?&^tsV.rtain the 
Barbarians would commit, or fufpedling the linearity of the 
king, or, what the wjiters of thofe times think Volt pro¬ 
bable, apprehending that a reward, anfvvej:abkyto fuch a 
friendly and feafonable afliltance, would too ijtuch exhauft 
his treafary, in impioving which he atjeaft equalled the 
merit covftous of his predeceffors, returneiithe kftig of the 
Bulgarians thanks for his generous offer; but declined ac¬ 
cepting it. Mortagon, however, accuftomed to waj and dc- The BOfcH- 
predations, undertook the expedition, and, enteringThrace, nans ejjift 
encamped at a place called Cedocdus, at a fmall diitancp tht e/g* m 
from Conftantinople. Thomas, hearing of the approach of r °f atl j] 
the Bulgarians, raifed the fiege, and matched with all his 
forces to meet the enemy. A battle enfued, in which the 
rebels were defeated with great flaughter; but Mortagon, 
inftead of purfuing the fugitives, returned with the bfioty 
he found in the enemy’s camp h . 

The Bulgarians continued quiet, no doubt in virtue of 
fome treaty between them and die Romans, from this time 
to the year 877, the 8th of Leo V. when a war broke out 
on the following occafion : a great trade had been carried 
on for fome time between the two nations, and the public 
mart was kept at Conftantinople, whence, by the intereft of 
Zantzas, father to Zoe, the emperor’s concubine, it was re¬ 
moved to Theffalonica. This removal was procured by 
Zantzas, at the requeft of the Conftantinopolitan mer¬ 
chants; and thofe very merchants were, by the great au¬ 
thority he had at court, appointed officers and receivers 
of the cuftoms ; an employment which enable^ them to 
give great trouble to the Bulgarian merchants, whorn 
they oppreffed with new and unlawful 4mpofitions. Of 
this oppreffion Simeon, kingof the Bulgarians, complained 
to the emperor ; but he, who was in all things governed by 
Zantzas, refufing to redrefs thefe grievances, Simeon, who 
wanted only a pretence for a rupture, without any farther 
declaration of war, entered the Roman territories at the 
head of a powerful army, and advanced as far as Macedon, 
ravaging the country as he proceeded, with fire and fword. 
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On the herders of that province he was met by the army, 
which Leo .had'fent againfl them, iftider the conduct of 
Procopius Cheilites, and Curticius an Armenian. The 
armies no foonercame in Jligh'f 6 f each other, than they 
engaged. The Romans<ftaod their ground fome time ; but 
both their generals being ilain, they were utterly defeated. 
In the pu/uit great numbers were'taken prifoners, and 
treated iaSa^sufoil barbarous .manner by the infolent con¬ 
queror, Yho fifft led them in triumph round his camp, and 
then, h»ing caufed their nofes to! be cutoff, fent them, 
thus defacet^uto Gonftantinoplc. 

Leo, exatperaied at “this outrage, prevailed upon the 
Ungri, or Hungarians, to break into the country of the 
Bulgarians on due fide, while he invaded it on the other. 
Simeon inarched firft againfl: the Hungarians, who were 
committing dreadful ravages ; but in the battle that enfued, 
the flower of hisjtrmy was cut off, he himlelf having,- with 
great difficulty, made his efcape, and taken refuge in a 
fortrefs named Drifta; fo tlfat the Hungarians purlued 
their ravages without control, defolated the country, and 
took an incredible number of prifoners, whom they fold to 
fhe emperor. Leo, before the Hungarians began hofliljties, 
or ^tis own troops took the field, had fent to Simeon one 
ConflaritinaciuSi With propofals for an accommodation; 
hut the king'o£the' 1 Bulgariaiis,'imagining that the emperor 
had no other vitav hut to deceive and amufe him, had 
thrown the affiSroador into prifon; but finding his army 
cut off by the Hungarians, and being informed at the fame 
timesthat the Roman army, under the conduCl of Nice- 
'pfiorus Phocas, was in full march to enter his country, he 
not only fetConftantinacius at liberty, but difpatched ambaf- 
e ladors to Leo, imploring peace in a moll fubmiffive manner. 
The emperor, not thinking it prudent to reduce fo warlike 
a nation to defpair, granted him his requeft, ordering Pho- 
,Cas, who was then upon the point of entering Bulgaria, to 
return heme, with the forces under his command'. But 
Simeon no fooper found the danger removed, than he 
confined I.eo’^ nmbaffadors, and, falling unexpectedly 
tjtpon the Hungarians, rputed them with great flaughter. 

He then entered their country, and committed horrid 
cruelties, putting all to the fword who fell into his hands, 
^’without diilin£lion>of ftix, age, or condition. Leo, unable 
"to march to the afliftanceof his allierat fo fhort a warn¬ 
ing, fent envoys to the king of the Bulgarians, com- 
pnfining of the breach of the treaty juft concluded, and re- 
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quiring him to withdraw his troops immediately from the 
country of the Hungarians. Simeon, elated with his fuc- 
cel's, replied, that he would lilten to no terms, till all the 
Bulgarians, who had fye«*n taken in the late war, were je* 
leafed. To this demand the’emperor ccmfented, unwilling 
to«engagc in a new war: but the prisoners were no fdSner 
returned, than Simeon made frefli demands, i"NJl more un- 
reafonable than the former; which pro«vo>s4blVemperbr 
to fuch si degree, that he refolved to attack tne"%ulgarians 
with the whole llrengtlj of the empire, nrfd uttAly extir¬ 
pate, if poffiblc, that perfidious nation. Apjj'ttslful army Yr. of FI. 
was accordingly raifed, and fent %nto Bulgaria, under the ms- 
command of Catacalon, and Theodofius.^ a patrician} but A - u 
Sinseon, Jailing upon them unexpectedly* out moft of them Ht putl lht 
in pieces, with Theodofius, and a great oumbcr,pf officers Smarts to 
of diltinttion. This Hi farter obliged the emperor to con- fight ■with 
fent to a peace upon the belt terms he could obtain *; which 8 ™*', 
the Bulgarians feem to have obferved during the remaining J !a “Si !er - 


part of J,eo’s reign. \ 

Upon that prince’s death,Uhey fent tb Alexander, his 
brother and fucceffor, to renew the treaty concluded in the 
late reign : but Alexander, inftead of cultivating the friend- 
fhip*of that warlike nation, difmiffcd the ambaffadors ift an 
ignominious manner; at which Simeon, juftly provoked, in¬ 
vaded the Roman dominions with a powerful army, and, 
meeting with no oppofition, after having ravaged Thrace, 
advanced to the very gates of Conllantinople, which be 
hoped to furprife; but the inhabitants making a vigorous 
refiftance, after feveral unfuccefsful attempts, Sim con was 
obliged to drop the enterprize, and retire tb Hebdomon, at 
a fmall diitance from the imperial city. From thence he 
fent envoys to Conitantine, who had fucceeded Alexander, 
with propofals for an accommodation ; which were received 
with great joy by the governors of the young prince, who 
was then under age. While the negotiations were carry¬ 
ing on, Simeon was admitted to dine with the ^mperor in 
the palace of Blachernie, and, when the entertainment was 
over, drfmiffed with rich prefents. Ceflfrenus fuppofes a 
peace to have been concluded ; but Zonaras writes, that Si¬ 
meon would, not agree to the terms that were offered Be 
that as it may, in the following year, the king of the Bul¬ 
garians broke again into Thrace, and advancing as far as 
Adrianople, laid fiege to that city. t 

In the mean time the emprefs Zoe, mother to the voting 
prince, having got the whole power into her own b*pds, 
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an'C by the advice of the fenate, concluded a peace with the 
Saracens, who Had invaded the eaftertt provinces, refolved 
to employ the whole ftrength of the empire againft the Bul- 
Apowerful *([*rjans. With this view the afiertityed a numerous army j 
brmy Jeni but of the ill fuccefs thatyattended her arms, we have fpoken 
Atamflihe at li%e elfewhere. The flower of the Roman army w«s 
Cut off; and'Simeoni elated with this unexpected fortune, 
rrtolved ttfrcpirfi ix:fore Cenftantinople: but two ftrong de- 
tachmentsfirom his army being defeated at a place called 
Catafyrta, by fhe imperial troops,,he thought proper to 
drop the Vaim>rize, and retire, with the immenfe booty 
which he ha^ obtained. ►"Even in this encounter, the Ro¬ 
mans loft a confiderable number of men, and fonye officers 
of grei^reputation, among whom was Nicolas, tjje fo» of 
Conftantitjg Ducas, who commanded in chief, and to whole 
valour the fuccefs of the day was chiefly owing. 

Five years after this event, Simeon, taking advantage of 
the inteftine broils and fadtions into which the empire was 
rent by the ufurpation of Rompius,' made new inroads into 
the Roman territdries. One of his parties advanced as far 
as Catafyrtes, in the neighbourhood of Conftantinopk, 
where they were encountered by Leo, fon-in-law to Iloma- 
nus,*' and put to flight. Simeon afterwards fent into Thrace 
a very large army, commanded by Chaganus and Minicius, 
with orders to march diredtly to Coniiantinople, Roma- 
nus, receiving timely notice of their defign, difpatched Leo, 
his brother Pothus Argyrus, and John, againft them, with 
Yr. of Pi, all the troops he could alfemble. The two armies met in 
the plains of Regie, at a fmall diftance from ConftantinopJe, 
andwlSf' a blSpdy battle enfued, in which the Romans 
gave 'itfayV and Were purfued with great daughter by the 
Bulgarians. Leo and Pothus took refuge in a neighbouring 
caftle; John faved himfelf on board a fmall veflel ; but moil; 
of the other officers and foldiers were either cut in pieces, 
taken prifoners, or drowned in endeavouring to get' on 
board the,fleet, which was riding at a fmall diftance from 
the field of battle. Among the latter were Alexius the ad- 
mi ral,*>and feverfcl other officers of the navy. The Bulga¬ 
rians, n6w mailers of the field, ravaged the country without 
moleftation, burnt the imperial palace of Pegte, and clofely 
befieged Adrianople. Leo, furnamed Morqleon, from his 
rsfh and inconfiderate temper, defended the place with great 
gallantry, and jnade feveral fuccefsful fallies ; but the inhar 
bitints being eoMlrained by famine to furrender, Simeon 
Safely caufed Lea to be tortured to death 
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The king of the Bulgarians, encouraged by this fuccefs, 
made great preparations during the fallowing winter, and 
early in the fpring took the field, with a deiigu to befiege 
Conllantinople itfelf. , In his inarch he laid wafte Macedon 
and Thrace, and reduced fnoft the forts in thofe pro r 
vinces, leaving garrifons in fome, and^levelling ©therewith 
the ground. At length he approached theSmperial city, Mejie/iege 
and encamped at Blachernte, whence litfdijjwtljhed a mel- 
fenger ro the emperor, requiring that the j?>»arch, and r 
fome other perfoiVs of diltinftion, might bcfentY) treat of 
an accommodation, fince he was willing, hej^tl, to put 
an end to fuch a deilru£Hve and*£xpenfi<*? ll lvar. The em¬ 
peror complied with his requell, and, upon the delivery of 
hostages. the conferences were opened : *bpt, fonse time af¬ 
ter, Sinieon defired an interview With the emperor himfelf, 
that is, with Romanus, who had caufed himfelf to be ac- 
knowlcged the colleague of Conftantine. Romaifus, well An inter- 
pleafed with this propofal, went firftto the place appointed, 
attended by his guards, aiyd the chief nobility. Simeon ffp” rQr 
came foon after, and the two princes rrfet on the ninth of and the 
December, in the year 923. Romanus, in a pathetic fpeech, ting ef the 
put the king of the Bulgarians in mind of the account he Unlgari- 
was one day to give to the Eternal Judge for the Chriflian 
blood he had already fired; expoflulated with him, upon 
his delighting in the Daughter of thofe who profeffed the fame 
religion which he hadembraced< exhorted him to join thofe, 
with whom be was already united by the fame faith, and ter¬ 
minating fuch unnatural wars, turn h’16 arms againll their 
common enemy the Saracens. He told him, that, if he 
was prompted by-'the defire of riches to commit fuch devas¬ 
tations, the treafures of the empire fhould be opened to 
him, provided he fheathed his fword, and put an end to 
the (bedding of Chriftian blood Simeon was fo abetted by 
this fpecch, that he accepted the terms offered by the cm- "* r * 
peror, figned the treaty, and, having received many rich 
prefents from Romanus, returned home, not iuffenng his 
men to commit the lead diforder in the provinces through 


which they paffed “. 

Simeon, having thus concluded a peace with the Ro- Tr. or FI. 
mans, turned his arms againft thh Chrobati, a neighbour- A p 7 * 
ing nation ; but be Was overthrown by them, with tnc Jo s —.. m 
of his whole army. He did not Jong outlive thj,s mistor* si/neonu 
tune, but died of grief a few days after. He left three »ns aver- 
behind him, namely, Michael, whonv he had by h.s firlj ugmg 
sHfe, and Peter and John* by a fceoqd marriage. He had tatj>mul 
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obliged his e ld eft fort, whom hedifliked, to take the mo, 
raftk habit fom^ ye^rs before his death*. He was, therefore, 
fueceeded by Peter* to whom, as -he was yet under age, 
Oeowfr Sufurbulos, his mother's <»bfotber, was appointed 
giMrdwa. The neij;bbcpjrirtg'nations no fooner heard of 
tb«<tteatb of Simeon, than they refolved to frill jointly npsn 
the Bulgarians, by whom they had been inceflantly harafil'd 
daring. theTatj^kfhg’s re,ign. _ At the fame time a dreadful 
famine rageuin Bulgaria, the corn having been confirmed 
by incrtf/ible multitudes of locults., Sufurbulus therefore, 
fearing tSeJ^omans, encouraged by their prefent calamities, 
might league venSi the neighbouring nations againft them, 
aftfifed the young prince to indvade their domirjions fiiit 
with the«>whofeurength of his kingdom, which^ he laid, 
would make way for an advantageous-treaty, and prevent 
theaifrom joining their other enemies. Purfuant to this 
advice, ^Peter made an irruption into Macedon at the head 
<if a powerful army; but when he heard, that Romanus 
was inarching againft him, {re difpatched a monk to the 
emperor, with prApofals of peace, which he defrred might 
be ftrengtbcned and confirmed by a more ftridt alliance, if 
the emperor thought fit to give him his grand-daughter in 
jnorviag£. 

Piter, his This overture was very acceptable to Romanus ; fo that 
Jin and after feveral negotiations and conferences between the mi- 
^arfiesthe ni ^ er8of the two princes in the city of Mefembria, not only 
’grand- ' a peace, but a marriage was concluded between the young 
daughter tf iting of the Bulgarians, and Mary the daughter of Cbrifto- 
pher, the emperor's fon. The articles being ratified, Peter 
repaired to Conftantinople, where he was fplendidly enter¬ 
tained by Romanus, and, with great folemnity, married to 
his grand-daughter by Stephen the patriarch. Tbe king of 
the Btflg»fiaiis 4 tad fcarce returned home, when a confpiracy 
was difeovered, corried on againft him by John his brother, 
and feveral other perfons of diftimfiion. All the accom¬ 
plices were put to death ; but the king contented himfelf 
with confining his brother to acaftle, whence, with theaf- 
fi fiance of the Uriiperor’s ambafiadors, he made his efcape 
to Conftantinople. Soon after, Michael his brother, quit- 
ting the monaftic habit, claimed-the crown, and was joined 
by-gffcdat numbers of Bulgarians; but he dying, his follow- 
abandoning their statius country, broke into the Ro- 
dominiofubt and, ravaging Macedon and Greece, ad- 
‘ at-fijiisle rhffcopolis, which city they took, and there 
» kfpop tbsdsath 0f Romaeu%thc icing of the Bulga- 
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r ians fent deputies to Conftantinople, to renew with his 
fucceflor NicepborussPhocas his alliance with th€ empire,- 
delivering his two forts Borifes and Roman tts as hoftages j 
but the king dying fooq after,, they were fent home, where, 
with much difficulty, they (lipprefled a powerful faction, 
beaded by the four fons of one of the chief lords of that 
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country. , 

In the year 970, theRuflior Roffi, who'nhabnSi 
fent Podolia, broke into Bulgaria, under tlie"*A 
their king Spendorthlabys; and, having ravaged thetountry, 
and burnt feveral towns, retired with an imn\e”/e booty. ~ ; • 

In the courfe of theenfuing year tfif y purfrfSI their ravages, f^Uu'eTby 
and, havjjig put the Bulgarians to flight, who attempted to J t he RoJp\ 
op]»fe thim, and, in the purfuit, taken* Iiorifes*aud Ro- 
maiius, the two fons of Peter, prifoners, they refolved to 
fettle in Bulgaria, finding it a country far more jjleafant 
and fertile than their own. In this refolution they were 
confirmed by Calocyrus, a Roman fugitive, who engaged 
to refign Bulgaria to them,jto enter into a ftriCt alliance 
with theirnation, and to pay them anntuflly a confiderabie 
fum, provided they raifed him to the imperial throne. The 
Roffi, well acquainted with the late revolutions of the em¬ 
pire, and the low ebb to which the Roman power way re¬ 
duced, thought it would be no difficult matter to effeCfc 
what Calochyrus propofed. "Accordingly, having fecured the 
afiiftanceof the Patzinac®,aSannaticnatfen,with the Hunns 
or Hungarians, and armed fuch of the conquered Bulga¬ 
rians, as they thought they might fafely truft, they entered 
Thrace with an army of three hundred and eight thoufand 
men, and, having ravaged that province, inverted Adrian- 
ople, where they were foon after defeated, and moft 'of 
them cut in pieces, by Bardus Sclerus, with a body of twelve 
thoufand Romans. Such of the Roffi as efeaped the ge- who art 
neral ilaughter, returned into Bulgaria; whence they were 
afterwards driven back to their ancient habitations by John m ifees erttk 
Zimjfces, then emperor : hut of the war which that prince p e ror t to 
made on the Roffi, till they con fen ted to abandon Bulga- -whom the 
ria, we have fpoken at large in our CMnftanuuopolitan Butgwvu 
hiftory. ... J W 

The BulgarianafiSbelBg thus delivered from the yoke under 
which they had groaned feme 1 years,- fabmittedto Zimifces aTt ’ g0m 
their deliverer : but their fubmrffion farted no longer than ^ irnt 4bj 
his life ; for no fooner did they revive the news of the em- four b,o- 
peror’s death, than; revolting from the Romans* they vert- tneru 
ed with fupreme power four brothers, David* Moie% 

Aaron, and Samuel, called Cqmctq^lli, becaufe they were 
the children of an eminent cottnt among them. Not on* 

ox 
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of Peter’s ^family was left, whom they could prefer. His 
two fons QorifeS,and Romanus had been taken prifonersby 
ZimifoBS in’ hi* war with the Rolfi, and brought to Con- 
ftapeiiwple, wtfajtnce they both made, their efcape upon that 
death v bat Borins, in pafling through a wood, was 
d*fey a iitilgsiiait, who miftook him for a Roman. 
Pvomanus indeed was alive, but an eunuch, and confe- 
qfientiy inpjbable’af afeending the throne. Of the four 
brothers, jMiorn we have juft mentioned, David died foon 
after be was veftled with .the foverejgn power; Mofes was 
billed in »£ liege of a place called Serra ; and Aaron, be¬ 
ing fufpe&ed'oH'avouriyg the Romans, and keeping a pri¬ 
vate correfpondence with them,.was murdered bj^Samucl, 
with all bis children, Bladifthlabus excepted, who was pre¬ 
ferred by Kadomer the fon of Samuel. 
fUj «nr- Samuel, who was a warlike prince, and a man of a reft- 
mt* great fef* temper, having thus got the whole power into his own 
ravages in j, a rtds, frequent inroads into the Roman territories, 

Kerning home with immeufqpbooty, and incredible num- 
T ‘ ‘ feors of captives. fWhile Bafilius, the fuccefforof-Zimifces, 
was engaged in at? civil war with Bardas Sclerus, who had 
afiumed the purple, Samuel, feizing that opportunity, over¬ 
ran stot only Thrace and Macedon, but likewife Thtffaly, 
Greece,, and Pdpponnefu8,;in .which provinces he com- 


iptitteci {hocking ravages, burnt Several cities, took others, 
aifeoug tbe * reft Lariffa, the inhabitants whereof lie 
tranfplanted, with thbir whole families, into Bulgaria, in¬ 
corporated fuch of thpfe who were able to bear arms among 
bis troops, and employed them againft the Romans. Ba- 
fiiius therefore, incenfed againft the Bulgarians, had no 
foOrrcr put an end to the civil war than he refolved to em- 
jjfey the W'hole dirength .of the empire againft them. Pur- 
fuant to this refolution, having aflembled all his forces, he 


, < r left Con&antinople, without acquainting even his own ge- 
.‘sii jgga u: werals with bis defign. He entered Bulgaria through the 
■fttar fi.jf- country iyingnear Rhodoptes and the river Eurus, leaving 
. Leo Meliffenua behind him to fecure the defiles, while he, 
eu»»tm\ ,r b T a ^ wrt cutthUOugb woods and marfhes, advanced to Sar- 
dura, by; the Bulgarians called Triaditsa, with a defign to 
4 y. fiege to that important placet but, .ps he was making 
the- noceflary preparations for the attack, Stephen, the com¬ 
mander of the weftem femes, and an inveterate enemy 
tea LefluMeltiftmus, coming to. him in the dead of the night, 
afihredhim,cfeatLeo intended toufurp the fovereign power, 
■pJfwftyiHl'Wffirii the troops under 

bis coniriiandj/to tb&»pgrial- city. The emperor, alarmed 
it (jds inforou^btl) awm the ferae time apprehending the 
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enemy might feize on the paffes abandoned by Leo, and cut 
off his retreat, immediately ordered the. army to march. 

They no fooner began to move, than Samuel, rulhing from y r . 0 f yj. 
the neighbouring mountains, where he had remained .the jtn. 
whole time, fell with great Fury upon them in their retreat, A - D - 971« 

a«d turned it into a precipitate and diforderly flight. AH —:-- 

their baggage was taken, with the imperial rbbes and dia- " 

dem ; great numbers of the t foldicrs, and fgm\officers*of turn - 
diftinthon, were cut in pieces; but the empero?^ith much great Itfu, 
difficulty, efcaped to Jffrilippopolis, wherd he fViund Leo 
carefully attending his duty, and guarding the poll: which 
had been committed to his cate. /he emperqr, though ex- 
afperate(J again!! Stephen, the author of fo much mifehief, 
co#tcnte^l himfelf with reviling him in the moft l'etere terms, 
till he began to defend what he had done; then Balilius, 
no longer able to command his temper, leaped fronj his feat, 
and, feizing him by bis locks and beard, pulled him down 
to the ground 

During the two followingyears the emperor was diverted, We Bulga- 
by inteltine broils, from purfuing the wir againlt the Bui- riant mate 
garians; and Samuel, their king, taking advantage of thefe f nta 
dilturbances, haraffed, with daily incudions, the neighbour- fhe engirt, 
ing provinces : but tranquility was no fooner reftored tt 5 the 
empire, than Bafilius made vaft preparations both by fea and 
land, with a defign entirety to fubdue that reftlefs and tur¬ 
bulent nation. In the fitit place, he made a progrefs into 
Thrace and Macedon ; and, having vifited the frontiers on 
that fide, and left a ftrong garrifon in Theffalonica, under 
the command of Gregorius 1 'aronitas, to rellrain the Bul¬ 
garians, returned to Conflantinople, to haften the military 
preparations. In the mean time Samuel, approaching Thei- 
ialonica at the head of a numerous army, made himfelf 
mailer of the place, after having, by a ff ratagem, killed the 
governor, and taken his foil prifoner. Elated by this fuc- 
cds, he croffcd the Pencus, and, having over-run all Thef- 
faly, Boeotia, and Attica, penetrated into the vcjy heart of 
Beloponnefus, ravaging all the provinces through which he 
raffed. The emperor difpatched the flayer of his army 
againft him, under the command of Nicephorus Uranus, 
who, leaving his heavy baggage at Lariffa, pafltd with iiv- 
credible expedition the Pharfalian plains, and the river Apft 
danus, arrived at the Spercheius, and encamped on the 
hanks of that fiver oppofite to Samuel. The river was then 
fo fwelled, that Samuel, believing the Romans could not 
pafs it, lay with great fecurity on the ether fide; however, 
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Uranushaving difcosfred, with indefatigable pains, a ford, 
paiTed the riyer in the dead of night, end, falling upon the 
Bulgarians while they lay afleep, without the leait appre- 
heqfiott ©f danger, made a dreadful bavock before they had 
time to affiime their arrrjs. Samuel and his fon Romanus 
were dangeroufly wounded, and muft unavoidably have 
fallen into the conqueror’s hands, had they not kept them- 
fefves combated the whole day among the dead, and in the 
night ftol fa away to the mountains of ./Etolia, along the 
tops of vfhitJh fhey travelled to Mount Pindus, and thence 
into Bulgsria.^Uporf his return, he found his daughter en¬ 
amoured to fucFra degree of Afotes, the fon of Gregory, 
fate governor of Theflitlonica, who had been taken prifoner, 
that (he declared (he was determined to deftroy htp felf, sin- 
lefs fee was allowed to marry him. Samuel complied with 
her defire, and, as foon as the nuptial folcmnity was over, 
bis new fon-in-law, with his wife, to refide at Dyrrn- 
ehium, appointing him governor of that important place ; 
fat he had not been long ther#- when, hearing that the em- 
paror’s gallies we/b cruiling on the coaft, he embraced that 
Opportunity to return to Conftantinople, where both he and 
bis wife were kindly received and preferred by the emperor, 
betfi the dignity of magifter, and (he to that of zofta, whofe 
province it was to take care of the imperial wardrobe. 
Afotes brought letters with him to the emperor from Chry- 
feffus, one ©f the chief officers in. Dyrrachium, wherein he 
pronfifed-to deliver the city into the hands of the Romans, 
mi condition the emperor would confer the dignity of a pa- 
tridatt-On him and his two fons; but, fo far as we can con- 
jefture from Cedrenus, whofe text is ftrangely corrupted in 
ibis place,- .the delivering up of the city was prevented by 
the death of Chryfelius. However, the emperor became 
matter of the place not long after, but in what manner we 
we not told p. 

Safilmt w- In the following year the emperor entered Bulgaria in 
perfon, by the way of Philippopolis} and, having taken fe- 
** ' veral forts and cattles, detached from Mofynopolis part of 

Jiis army, under® fhe command of Theodorocranus, a patri- 
4 n*ft,-atid Nicephorus Xiphias, protofpatharian, againlt the 
‘ ;a*hm> cities beyond Mount H?emu6. By thefe were re- 
^>e Great and the Little Perfthlaba, with. Plifcoba, 
feal other- fasti tied places. Next year Bafilius in per- 
de a‘fecond inroad into Bulgaria, by the way of 
anid*,- tOofe'fedre cities, burnt a great number of vil- 
fe&te»»odlaid thef^ntry wafte. The city of Bercea was 
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furrendered to him by Dobromerus, governor of the place, 
whom the emperor Ifbnoured with the title>and.rank of pro- 
conful. The city of Servia, which was defended by a nu¬ 
merous garrifon, unde* <he # command of Nicolas, made a 
long and vigorous refiftance ; but was taken at laft by (form. 

Ffom Servia the emperor returned to Confti^tinople, car¬ 
rying with him a great number of captives, andamongthe 
reft Nicolas, governor of the .place, whom, fqrjfiis gallant 
behaviour, he generoufly raifed to the rank^of a-patrician: 
but Nicolas, preferring the fervice of his niafter to all the 
honours the emperor could confq- upon hnji, made his cf- 
cape to Samuel, and jointly with*him laid fi*ge to Servia. 

The empcior no fooner received intelligence of this eatet- 
priSe, tl*m lie marched thither in peri'on, *ohligeS the Bul¬ 
garians to retire, and, attacking them in their retreat, took 
Nicolas a fecond time prifoner, and fent him to fonftan- 
tinople, where he was, by the emperor’s order, kept under 
clofe confinement. From Servia Bafilius led his army into 
Theffaly, and repaired fuch*caftles as had been difmantled 
by the Bulgarians, recovered thofe that were ftilJ held by 
them, and reunited that province to the empire. Early in 
the/pring he entered Bulgaria again, and laid fiege to^Bo- 
dyna, which held out for the fpace of eight months, but 
was in the end taken by ftorm. 

As the autumn was already far fpent, the emperor, hav- neirarm, 
ing left a ftrong garrifon in Bddyna, marched back with 
the reft of his troops toConftantinoplc. When he had pro-' 
ceeded on his return, as far as the river Axius, he found 
Samuel, with all the forces he had been able to afiemble, 
encamped on the oppofite bank ; but Bafilius, ^having dil- 
covered a ford, and palled the river m the night, fell early 
next morning on the enemy, before they cotild put them- 
felves in a pofture of defence, and routed them with great 

flaughter. Samuel’s army being thus defeated and dtf- 
perfed, Romanus, the fon of the late king Peter, an r- 
ther of Borifes, furrendered to the emperor die city of ^ 

Scopite, of which he was governor, and was on hat account 

rewarded with the dignity of patrician. Slmue » n 

able to keep the field, placed ftrong guards in all the defiles, 
to prevent the emperor from penetrating fart er in , 
garia. However, Bafilius, determined upon the ^ 

duCtion of the country, forced, not without gr St' 
men, feveral paffes ; but, in the ftreij*hts of im a fpj** 
he would have been cut off with h&whole army had not 
Nicephorus Xiphias, governor of Fhihppopolis, 

with a ftrong detachment through by-ways, an ov P 

mountain, unexpectedly aflaulted the enemy s r , ^ 




Vktf /ere liged them to- abandon their poll. Then Bafilius, entering 
deflated die ftreights, without oppofition, purfwed them with great 
ouvj. flaughter, though they retired jn good order, and often, 
facjrtg about, ikirmifhed with the Remans. In one of thefe 
fkirmifhes the king narrqyvly elcaped falling into the hands 
of the Romans ; but was refeued by the valour and conduct 
of his foil, when he was already furrounded on all (ides, 
arid coove/ed fafe^to the caitle of Prilapus, though clofely 
purfued hy*a*hody of Roman horfe. On this occation the 
emp.eror Cs fain to have taken fifteen thoufand prifoners, 
wfaojp hc'teeated with great inhumanity; for he caufed their 
eye&«> he pq,t olit, and to every hundred afligning a guide, 
who* had one eye left, fent them iiuthat condition to Sa- 
g amut ] r muel. The king of the Bulgarians, already broken with 
tong of the age, and worn out with misfoi tunes, was fo {hocked at this 
Bulgari- diftnal fpeftacle, that he fell into a fwoon ; and, though he 
ms, diet of returne <f t0 his fenfts, yet he died in two days of grief s. 
& ru J‘ c * Samuel was fucceeded by his fon Gabriel, whom he had 
hysrcaptive of LarifUn In the beginning of his reign the 
emperor, purfuin£the conquelt of Bulgaria, reduced a llrong 
cable named Matzucius, and then invelted Strumpitza, a 
place of great brength. During the fiegc lie detached Tfieo- 
phyiadt, one of his generals, with a body of chofen men, 
to reduce the fortrefles among the mountains, and open a 
way through the woods. Theophylaft made himfelf maber 
VhtM- -.of feveral places;"but being afterwards furprifed by the 
geriam cat Bulgarians in a narrow pafs, where he could not draw up 

bis men » be was cut off> witb tlie who]e bod y unilt -" r b ' s 

nan army, command. The emperor, to whom Strumpitza had fub- 
mitted after a vigorous refibance, hearing of this misfor¬ 
tune, thought proper to retreat; accordingly he marched 
back to Mofysnopolis, and thence to Theflalonica. On bis 
route be took the caitle ofPtilapus, Stypcius, Melencius, 
and Budeiia ; and burnt Buteliana, the royal palace of the 
Gabriel Bulgarian kings. During the winter Gabriel was killed, 
murdered _ while he jvas hunting, by Bladilthlabus, the fon of Aaron, 
wjaofe life he had formerly preferved. Bladilthlabus, being 
JihtfJc-’ acknowlegcd kifc| by the Bulgarians, immediately acquaint- 
tttdt him, the emperor with the death of Gabriel, and his own 
jsgjuijptioti, acknowleging himfelf at the fame time a fuh- 
vaffal of the empire; but Bafilius, fufpe£ting his 
spfir?* turned early in the fpring into Bulgaria, and 
'^p£lj|bimfelf matte; of feveral ftrong cables and fortified 
tows, in one of wbifch he took fome of the principal men 
among, the Bulgarians, 


s Cedten. js 103, Sck q, Zonar, p. 341. 
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Meanwhile Bladifthlabus fent a new deputation to the' 
emperor, offering t« fubmit to fuch terms as he (houid 
think proper to prefcribe. At the fame time the emperor 
received letters from t^n*Bulgarians owning themfelves his 
fubjccls and vaffals; but Bafilius ^eiug informed that nei- BaJSiuir* - 
tlyr the king nor his fubjects were fincere in their declara- Juct! /<• 
tions, and that they had made an attempt upotfDyrrachium, , 
hoping to furprife that important place* entered Bulgaria Jar r ^ lt * 
once more. Having laid waile the countrits IJr Oftrobus, 

Gofens, and Pelagonia, he advanced to Atris, She place 
where the Bulgarian tings ufually refided, which he re¬ 
duced ; and then, leaving part of ^lis armf ’in^Pelagonia to 
curb the Bulgarians, he marched with the ref! to reduce the 
neighbouring provinces •, but he was fcarJealeparted, when 
Ibatzes, a man of great diltinction among the Bulgarians, 
remarkable for lus valour and experience, having drawn 
the Romans left by the emperor into an ambufeade, cut 
them off, with their commanders, almofl to a man. In 
confequence of this difattcr Bjifilius, marching back in great 
rage, laicUfcveral cities in aflies, ravagedMie open country, 
with fire and fword, and having taken a great number of 
prifoners, ordered their eyes to be put out, and in that con¬ 
dition to be fent to Bladilthlabus. On the other hand *the 


Bulgarians, making frequent Tallies from.the woods, de- 
llroycd great numbers of .men; infomuch that, his army 
being greatly diminifhed, be resumed earlier than ufual to 
Conllantinople. On'his march he bfefieged the cattle of 
Ternicus; but the garrifon making a vigorous refiftance, 
he lay before it eighty days, affaulting it almoft every day 
with his whole armyi but being conftantly repulfed with 
great lofs, he was obliged to abandon the enterprize, ami 
retire. However, thinking he could not, without forfeit¬ 
ing his reputation, give up the war, till Tie had entirely 
fubdued Bulgaria, after having fo often invaded it in per- 
fon, he allowed his army but a fhort refpite; and then tak¬ 
ing the field again, laid fiegejto Caftoria, a fortified town 
in Pelagonia. * . , 

In the mean time the king of the Bulgarians, having col¬ 
lected all the forces he could mutter, began to march to¬ 
wards the frontiers of the empire, in order to oblige J»e 
emperor to abandon Bulgaria, and batten back to the de¬ 
fence of his own dominions. Bafilius accordingly, mrea - an' f ut ‘ 
ing up the fiege of Cattoria, marched againll Bladifthlabus, ^ 
who, not willing to put tbs whole to the iffue of an engage- „ 
went, retired at his approach. Bafilius detached Conitarf- httejfwn 
tine Diogenes in purfuir of the enemy, who put many to after. 

the fword, took the horfes and baggage of the king, wit i 

one. 
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Otte of-bis fciafmen, and returned loaded with booty. The 
emperor afterwards took by ftorm t&e caftle of Satama, 
where he found a great quantity of corn, which he ordered 
to c he removed,-andthen fetfire tootle place. Having ended 
the campaign he returned to Conftantinople. He was no 
fooner gone than the king of the Bulgarians inverted lfwr- 
raclvium 5 but the garrifon making a vigorous refiftance, 
Th.fMef he was flsrfn in an «afiault. The Bulgarians, who had hi- 
-mn among therto defended tlieir country with unparalleled valour, and 
the Bulge- nj(d n taiiied their liberties againft thp whole ftrength of the 
7 ubmit empire, in a war which had lafted more than twenty years, 
' ’ being now quite'’difpiritfld by the lofs of their king, lent de¬ 

puties to the emperor, with offers of a total and^unlimited 
fubmiffidh. Bafilius received them in the mol^. obliging 
manner, and repairing into Bulgaria, was met on the 
confine? by the governors of thirty-fix callles, which they 
furrendered. Their example was followed by moll of the 
chief men of Bulgaria, and even by the wife of the deceafed 
king, who comirg to the emperor with three of her foils 
•and her fix daughters, renounced all claim to -dominion. 
She had three other foils by the king, but they lvad taken 
refuge on the tops of thcCeraunic mountains, from which 
they were loon after obliged by famine to come down and 
furvender themfelves. Bafilius received them with great 
hominity, raifed Profranus, who appears to have been the 
ddeft, to the dignity of mvigifter, and the other five to that 
of patriciai) { To the mother and the daughters he allowed 
a maintenance fuitable tsOliieir rank, and ever treated them 
with the utmort refpeCt. 

At’Achris; where the Bulgarian kings ufoally refided, he 
was received by his new fobje£ls with loud acclamations. 
There he fcizecPon the immenfe treafure of the Bulgarian 
princes, and found, among other things of great value, 
feveral crowns enriched with pearls, and a great quantity 
of gold, which he beftowed as a reward upon his fokliers r . 
There regained now but ooqman in the whole country ca¬ 
pable of raifing difturbapees, who had not fubmitted to the 
. emperor. Thih* was Ibatzes, a perfon nearly allied to the 
■r-foyal family, who during the courfe of the war, had given 
. -federal inftances of his courage and implacable hatred to 
’the>‘Romans. He, refufing to fubmit, feized on a cattle 
ftandfog on the top of a mountain very difficult of ac- 
’Cefs ; and having‘fortified himfelf, declared, that he was 
rCfolved to defend himfelf to the laft extremity i but in what 
manner he was feized in his caftle and brought to the em- 
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peror, we have related at large in our Conftantinopolitan 
bi (lory. And now Mafllius, abfolute maftar of*all Bulgaria, 
took a progrefs through the country, receiving the fubmif- 
fions of his new fubjedjs^ and caufing feveral caftles t<*be 
demolifiied, left the Bulgarians fhpuld attempt to (hake off 
th>e yoke. Then leaving Bulgaria, he repaired to Athens, 
and afcribing the fuccefs that had attended his arms to the J 
prote&ion of the Virgin Majy, he enriched \ie^ church’in 
that city with many prefents of great value. From Athens 
he returned to Conftantinople, which he entered in triumph 
through the Golden Gate, amidfj the acclamations of the 
multitude, the widow of the late«king ot* the Bulgarians, 
with all tfie princes and princeffesof the Jrlood-royal, walk- 
ingsbefoi^: him. This conqueft and final «:du£li6nof Bul¬ 
garia, which had been often attempted in vain by other em¬ 
perors, was effeifted by Bafilius in the forty-fourtlj year of 
his reign, and of the Chriftian xra 1017. 

The Bulgarians bore the yoke patiently till 1032, when 
they revolted from Michael JV. under the conduit of De- 
leanus; rfnd being joined by the Dyrra’chians, who had 
likewife rebelled, defeated the imperial troops, and even 
laicLfiege to Theffalonica. But they were utterly defeated 
by the emperor, and their country entirely reduced, from 
that time the Bulgarians continued fubject to the emperors 
of Conftantinople, whomthtypowerfully afliftedbothagainft 
the Latins and the Turks, and'were, on that account, al¬ 
lowed to choofe a king of their own nation, who neverthe- 
lefs owned himfelf a vaffal of the empire. In 1206, John, 
king of Bulgaria, marching againft Baldwin, the firlt em¬ 
peror of the Latins in Conftantinople, while he was befieg- 
ing Adrianople, routed his army with great llaughter, re¬ 
lieved the city, and having taken the emperor himfelf pri- 
foner, carried him to Ternova, at that time the capital of 
Bulgaria. There he caufed his handstand feet to be cut 
off, and ordered him, thus maimed, to be thrown into a 
neighbouring valley, where he lay in the utmoft.agony lpr 
three days, and then earing, was devoured by the wild 
beafts, and birds of prey. In 1275, Stephen, t e 
king of Hungary, vanquiftied. in ^ great battle ea, p 
of Bulgaria, and having cut his whole army m pi«ts, 
obliged the Bulgarians to acknowlege him for 
Hence Stephen and his fucceffors were ftyl e ■ 
Hungary and Bulgaria, which title paffed, wit 5 " 

dom of Hungary, to the princes of the houfc o j 

With the affiftance of the Greek emperors they toko* 
the Hungarian yoke, and in 13 69, under the conduct ot 

Safmenos their king, attempted the recovery of A r P ^ 
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taken by the Turks; but were totally defeated by Aina- 
rath I. who bad ,no fooner fettled bis affairs in AGa, than, 
provoked againft the Bulgarians for their late attempt, he 
turned his arms again ft them. Entering Bulgaria with a 
numerous -army, be made himfelf matter of feverat for- 
treftes, and obliged Safmenos to purchafe a peace, by ceding 
the far greater par; of his kingdom, and promifmg to hold 
the reft as^jjjs v a flat and tributary : but Bajazet, who fuc- 
ceeded Amurath, invading Bulgaria without the leaft pro¬ 
vocation, made an abfolute conqueft, of the whole country 
in 1396, and reduced it }o a province of the Turkifh em¬ 
pire, in whir^i ftate it has continued ever fince. 

We dial! now, jn compliance with our plan, proceed to 
the hiftoriy of tire Oftrogoths in Italy, from Thiyidoric? to 
their expulfion by Narfes; of the exarchs of Ravenna, till 
driven opt by the Lombards 5 and of the Lombards in Italy, 
to DeGderius their laft king, taken prifmier by Charle¬ 
magne. l'befe three different hiftories will afford us matter 
for.the following chapter. 
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CHAP., LXXXVI. 

‘The Hijlory of the OJlrogoths in Italy , the 
Exarchs of Ravenna , and the Lombards in 
Italy . ' 

SECT. I. 
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The Hijlory of the OJlrogoths in Italy, to their Expufm 
by Karfes . 

I N the foregoing chapter, we brought Theodoric, king of 
the Oftrogoths into Italy, aniPylacetl him on the throne 
of Odoacer. Vfe fhal! now give the reader a fuccin£t ac¬ 
count of this excellent prince's reign, whom we mull not 
coniider as an intruder or ufurper, but as the lawful fovc- 
reign of the countries he poflefled, efpecially of the king¬ 
dom of Italy j, for, when he firft imparted to Zeno his de¬ 
sign of invading that country, the emperor not only ap¬ 
proved of the undertaking, but encouraged him to it, and, 
recommending to his protection the fenate and people ot 
Home, difmifled him loaded with rich prefenta. During 
' the 



Oftrogoths in Italy. • 

Aecourfeof the war, Theodoric fent diftinft accounts of 
all that paffed to theemperoV, who was greatly pleafed with 

the fuccefs that attended his arms ; .fo?, whLV was „ 

formed, that Theodor.c'only wanted Ravenna 
malter of Italy, he advtfed him to lay a fide the Goth c 
rfrefs, and affume the royal diadem, mamle, and other en- 
figns of majefty * Upon the redudion-of Ravenna, which 
happened ,n the fccond year of the reign of Aoiftafius, the 
fucceffor of Zeno, he was by the new emperor acknow! 
leged as a juft and lawful prince : though the Goths, upon 
the death of Odoacer, proclaimed him. again king of a“l 
Italy*, without the confent and*approbation of the em- 
P e ™ r ’ ^ 'TP'ovcd of whai they had done, as 

jstnanifcft from the letters he wrote t<5 him,* and from 
Theodoric s anhver, which have been tranfmitted to us by 
Cafiiodore. Befides, when Theodoric undcitook.the con- 
qudt of Italy, the weftern empire was at an end; Spain 
was pofl-efied by the Vandals, the Vifigoths, and the Suevess 
Gaul by the Franks and Bufgundians; Britain by the Sax 
ons ; ancf Italy left a prey to the Heruli, the Rugians, and 
other barbarous nations. 


While the lalt mentioned country, which, for fo many He Mi- 
ages, had given law to the world, thus groaned under the wshal, 
yoke of the Barbarians, the emperors of the Eaftbeine un- f romth * 
able to afford it the leaft relief, Theodoric,-'with their con- Barba ' 
lent and approbation, undertook the great work; and hav- 
ing, at his own expence, and with the.troops of his own 
nation, expelled the tyrant, he was, with loud acclamations, 
received by the people as their king and deliverer. The 
only perfon who had then any claim to Italy was the em¬ 
peror of the Eaft ; and both Zeno, and his fucceffor Anafta- 
fius, acknowleged Theodoric king of that country, not only 
allowing him to wear the royal eufigns, but transferring to 
him all their claims and rights. 

Theodoric, though he was matter of all Italy and Sicily, 
and likewife of Rhsetia, Noricum, Dalmatia, •Liburnia, 

Jttria, and great part Suevia, Pampnia, and Gaul, 
and governed Spain, as guardian to his* young nephew 
Amalaric, yet he did not affume the title of emperor, 
but contented himfelf with that of king, either out of re* 

*P e & to the emperore of the Eaft, or becaufe he efteemed 
the title of king, denoting an independent authority, more 
honourable than that of emperor; or perhaps becaufe 
Gdoacer, whom he fucceeded, had affumed no other. Be 
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that is it may, Theodoric haring no enemy to contend with 
after the-death ofOdoacer, fheathed hil fword, and applied 
hiftifelf wholly to the eftablifliing of good order throughout 
ffe rttaim hjs «new dominions. He retailed thot fame laws, the fame 
fit,fame magiftrates, the fame polity, and the fame diftribution of 

sMeir. provinces. Military honours, for the moft part, he coft- 

iratts, fefred on the Goths; but preferred the Romans only to 
civil employments. ' Hence the Romans, that is, the an¬ 
cient inhabitants of Italy, were extremely pleafed with his 
government; and Gelafius, bifhop of Rome, wrote a letter, 
congratulating hjm upon his happy adminiftration. He 
diftributed the Goths amt>ng the fortified places, with their 
captains, who commanded in time of war, and ^governed 
them in time of peace. The Romans were governed by 
the fame magiftrates they had obeyed under the emperors ; 
but withithis difference, that by the emperors were fent a con- 
fularis, aprsefes, a correflor, into each province, to whom, in 
all fuits, recourfe was to be had from the moft remote parts : 
whereas the Gotl^s fent, befufes the above mentioned ma¬ 
giftrates, others of an inferior rank to every frr.all village, 
who, by adminiftring jufticeon the fpot, delivered the peo¬ 
ple from the great trouble and expence they had been jt in 
the iloman times, when the power of deciding controverfies 
Was vefted in the fupreme magiftrate alone. The Goths 
■were no lets fcrupulous in the choice of thefe inferior ma¬ 
giftrates than of the great‘officers, employing only perfons 
of known integrity, and acceptable to the people, and al¬ 
lowing no appeals tp other tribunals, but in cafes of mani- 
feft ihjuftiee. Of thefe inferior magiftrates fome were 
called cancellari, others canonicarii, and comites referen- 
dalii “. 

As Theodoric made no alteration in the laws, magiftrates, 
or form of government, except that "which we have juft 
He tentenis mentioned, fo be contented himfelf with the fame tributes 
and taxes which had been levied by-the emperors; but was 
fer more ‘generous than they had ever been to remit them 
totbttm- hit occafion of apy public calanJfvy. Thus he remitted to 
ftrin. the inhabitants *of Campania the tribute they ufually paid, 
Upon their reprefenting«that they had fuffered much by an 
eruption of Mount Vefuvius. The letter or order which 
be fent on this occafion to Fauftus, coafularis or governor 
pi Campania, has been transmitted to us by CafGodore. In 
that letter he tells Fauftus, that the inhabitants of Campa¬ 
nia, having fuffered greatly, had petitioned him for relief; 
that he was ready‘to grant them their requeft, provided be 
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■eras rightly informed of the misfortune, and knew how to 
judge of the dama^: they had fuftained,, Be commands 
him to.fend fome perfon of known integrity into the terri^f 
tories of Nola and Naples, to view th% lands, and take^an 
eftimate of the lofs, that He might be enabled to make 
a •proportionable allowance out of the tribute w . It was 
probably on this occafion that the Neapolitans erefted, in 
their great forum or market-place, a ftatue to Theodoric, 
•which is faid to have afterwards prefaged the end of the 
government of the Gpths in Italy (M). ?n like manner 
Theodoric exempted the inhabitants of Sipontum, in Puglia, 
from all taxes for the fpace of two.years, lmop their repre- 
fenting tl^at their lands had been laid wafte by the Vandals 
of Africa who were conllantly making defoentsoA the coaft 
of Italy *. 

He not only pardoned, but preferred to the firft jemploy- 
ments, feveral Italians, or, as they were dill called in his 
time, Romans, who had defended Odoacer to the laft ; but 
fuch as had declared for him?and afterwards revolted to the 
enemy, he punifhed according to the R?<man law, taking 
from them the power of making tellaments: but in the 
thir^l year of his reign, he was prevailed upon by Lauren- 
tius and Epiphanius, the one bifhop of Milan, the othtfr of 
I’avia, to publilh a general pardon. Upon his becoming 
mailer of Italy, he did iiot*treat the natives as thofe of the 
other Roman provinces were floated by the Barbarians, 
who conquered them. Thcfe (tripped the ancient pro* 


» Cailiod. Var. lib. iv. ep. 50. 

(M) This tlatue was made of 
fmall pebbles of various colours, 
and fo artfully cemented, that 
they reprefented Theodoric to 
the life. While be was ftill 
living, the head ol the ftatue 
fell, and broke to pieces; and 
foon after Theodoric died-Lie 
was fucceeded by Athalarhfliis 
grandfon, in the eighth year of 
whofe reign the belly of the fta¬ 
tue fuddenly fell of itfelf; and a 
few days after news were brought 
to Naples of the death of Atha- 
laric. Not long after, the ge¬ 
nital, dropped oft'; and an ac¬ 
count was brought of the un¬ 
happy and undeferved end of 


* Ibid. lib. ii. ep. 37. 

Amalafuntha, the daughter of 
Theodoric, and mother of the 
late king. But when Jufh- 
r.ian declared war againft the 
Goths, the thighs and feet of 
the ftatue fell to the ground; 
from which event the Romans 
concluded, that th£ empire of 
the Goths in Italy was at an 
end, and thSt they would be 
foontdriverx out, as it happened. 
This prefage, fays Procopius, 
from whom we have borrowed 
the whole account, greatly en¬ 
couraged the emperor’s troops, 
and gave them certain hopes ot 
victory (1). 


(t) Procop. Bell. Goth. lib. i* 
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prietors of their lands, eftates, and pofleffions, dividing 
them'among their chiefs, and giving tp one a province, 
With the title of duke ; to another a frontier country, 
with, the title of^ marquis ; tOufome a city, with the 
tklfcof count; to others^a caftle or tillage, with the title of 
Kt allows baron r. But Theodoric, who valued himfelf upon govern- 
uf~*’ VeS * n E a her the* Roman manner, and obferving the Roman 
thtir’efttiUs J'hv* and .inftitutions, left every one in the full enjoyment 
and ft,/■ of his ancient property ; for the feodal tenures, dukedoms, 

ftflions. and counties Were not introduced into Italy by the Goths, 
Hisr/igion but by the Lombards, as we {hall relate hereafter. As to 
an religion, Theodoric held, as all the Goths did, the tenets 

of Arius 5 but allowed his fubjefts to profefs, without mo. 
JeRation,<, the faith of the council of Nice; an<f he gave 
full liberty to the Goths themfelves to renounce*, if they 
pleafed, the doftrine of Arius, and embrace the catholic 
faith, He fuffered none to be chofen for the government 
of the church, but per'fons of known probity *. A great 
fchifm arifing in his time, he v.fed his utmoft endeavours to 
reftore the church to its former tranquility ; an aim which 
in the end he effefted, by caufing a council to be ailembled. 
Several edi£ls, both of Theodoric, and his fucccflor Atha- 
larit, have been tranfmitted to us by Cafliodore, prohibiting 
and annulling all fimoniacal ele£tions and ordinations of 
bifeops Thus the ecclefiaftival polity was never better 
bbferved, nor more deferving men preferred to the govern¬ 
ment of the church, than in the time of Theodoric, and the 
Gothic kings his fucceflors, though they maintained the 
^etarf^Off A ribs, their nation having been firft inflrufled in 
the Cjnriftian religion by Arian teachers, fent by the em¬ 
peror Valens. 

Theodoric, though an Arian, is much commended for his 
piety by Ennodius, bifliop of Pavia, a mod zealous ftickler 
for the faith of Nice, as are the Goths in general by Sal- 
vianus, the catholic bifliop of Marfeilles, who aferibes their 
errors, not to them, but to thofe who firft inftru&ed them b . 
Hit equity Theodoric is no lefs commended^by all the writers of thofe 
andji/Htt, t ; mes f or his eqjiity, moderation, ^nd the tender regard he 
had for the welfare of his fubjects, than for his piety and 
religion. He perfoppaed what he promifed tp the natives 
pf Italy, when, he firft took upon him the title of king, 
namely, that his cbndu& and behaviour feould be fuch,tbat 
they feould all wife they had.fallen fooner under the go- 

y Loyfeau de Sign. c?p. 3. Cod. de Agric. & Cenf. lib. ii. Con- 
nan. in Com. Jur. Civ. lib. ii. tit. c. Leo Oftienf. in Chron. Cof- 
fio.'Gloff. in Notis, cap. 6. num, 53*. 7 Caffiod. lib. viii, 

ep. »4t > Jdein, lib. ix.ep. 15. I 1 Salvian. de Gubern. Dei, lib. v. 

vernment 




vein men t of the Goths. He not only appointed perfonsof 
learning;, known integrity, and unblemiflujd cjiarafters, to 
adminifter judice, but often heard caufes' himfelf, pro¬ 
nouncing fentence accprtling to the ftri&eft rules of jufjice 
and equity. He took uponliimfejf the trouble of fettling 
the prices of all necefiary commodities, and tjffizing weights 
and meafures : in impofing tributes, he had a particular re¬ 
gard to the condition and cirfinn (lances of thofe who wife 
to pay them - y and was ever willing to remit them upon any 
remonftrance that appeared reafonable. If* his foldiers at 
any time wronged the count) y-people on their march, he 
never failed to repair the Ioffes »chey ha'd fyflaincd. He 
paid ready money, not only for the neceflarv provifions of 
thi* arm^ but for the materials which he employes in build¬ 
ing {hips, and fortifying his camps. To the poor he was 
vciv liberal and generous, and, in fome degree, mgde it his 
chief ftudy, as Caffiodore allures us, to relieve the widows 
and orphans 6 . His moderation, temperance, chaftity, called Hirmoib- 
by Ennodius facerdotal modSlly, and other eminent virtues, ration, 
are celebrated both by that writer, and by Caffiodore, with “"f e er ^ c 
fuel) encomiums that, if they were not greatly prejudiced aKCt ' c ’ 
in ^is favour, we mull conclude him to have been one of 
the beft and greateft princes that ever fwayed a fee^tre. 
Procopius himfelf, though a Greek, and fccretary to the 
emperor Juftinian, who was at war with the Goths, and 
finally drove them out of Italy, ‘could not forbear admiring 
and extolling the royal virtues of Theodoric d . 

As to the aftions of his reign, his firft care, after he became 
foie mailer of Italy, was to repeople Liguria, in fome places 
deftitute of inhabitants, who hM been carried into captivity 
by the Burgundians, as we have related in the hillory of 
that people. As the other provinces of Italy, exhaufted by 
long wars, and frequent irruptions of the barbarous nations, 
could nor fpare any of their inhabitants, Theodoric refolved 
to ranfom, at his own expence, all the Ligurians, who were 
kept captives among the Burgundians. Accordingly he Hisgtne- 
difpatched Epiphanius tn^lundebald their king, by whom, rofiy in 
he well knew, that prelate was held in tin* greatefl vencra- captive 
tion, with a fufficient fum for the redemption of theprifoners. ^7#,. 
But Epiphanius, with his Chriitian eloquence, and pious 
exhortations, perfuaded Gundebald to releafe, without ran¬ 
fom, fuch of the Ligurians, as, through fear or famine, had 
delivered themfclves up to the Burgundians ; but for thofe 
who had been taken in battle, the king infilled upon a 
fmall fum, hy way of 1 anfom, left he Ihould offend his fol- 
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diers, by remitting what was their due, and taking from 
them the price pf thejr lives and fortunes. This Epipha- 
«*»»*• joyf»% paid, Avitus, bilhop of Vienna, and Syagria, 
• lady Of -great piety, generoufly *;<?ntributing towards it. 
Tbediely pr|Jate, on hif retuVn, pa fled with his captives 
through Geneva, where he prevailed upon king Godi- 

S 'fcles to follow the example of bis brother Gundebald, 
W fet at liberty, without ranfom, all the captives belong¬ 
ing to him and to the royal family. With this numerous 
multitude Epifihanius returned in .triumph to Theodoric, 
who generoufly relieved the moft indigent, and fent them 
all back to their rdpe&ivp'habitations'. 

While Theodoric was thus wholly employed irveftablilh- 
ing good order throughout his dominions, and jyomoting 
the welfare of his new fubjedts, a war broke out between 
and the emperor Anaftafiuson the following occafion : 
Mundo, by nation a Goth, flying from the Gep'idse, with¬ 
drew to the deferts beyond the Danube; and having aflem- 
bled a confiderable number of Jobbers and others, who, for 
their crimes, had been obliged to abandon their native foil, 
made himfelf mafter of a tower named Herta, on the banks 
pf that river. From thence he made frequent incurfions/nto 
the neighbouring countries, and the rich booty he carried off 
drawing great numbers of abandoned people to him, he 
aflumed the title of king, and carufed himfelf to be acknow. 
leged as fuch by his followers. His arrogant condudt en¬ 
raged the emperor, who ordered Sabinianus, fon to the 
great commander of that name, and general of the troops 
jn Xllyricum, to march againft him. Mundo had either 
fubmitted to, or entered itito an alliance with Theodoric, 
then mafter of Pannonia and great part of Illyricum. Hear¬ 
ing, therefore, that Sabinianus was marching againft him 
with ten thoufand men, and a great number of waggons 
loaded with arms and provifions, he had recourfc to Pitzi a, 
one of Theodoric’s generals, then refiding at Sirmium. 
Pitzia, without lofs of time, marched in perfon to his affift- 
ancc, at tne head of two tboufifo^ foot and five hundred 
horfe; and joinhig Mundo’s forces, engaged the Romans 
in the neighbourhood of^Margus, now Galombecz, in Ser¬ 
bia, cut moft of them in pieces, and obliged the reft to take 
refuge, with their general, in the caftle of Nato f . Mundo, 
owning himfelf indebted to Theodoric for his prefervation, 
fubmitted, and became his fubjeft. 

AnaftaGus, to be r«enged on Theodoric, fent the fol- 
Jbwieg year a fleet, with eight thoufand men on board, un- 
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der ihe command of Romanus, to ravage the coafta of 
Italy. Ihefe, landiflg mlhe neighbourhood o/Tarcntum. 
were loon driven on board their (hips by the Goths • but 
neverthelefs they carri.jd»ofF a confiderable bootv, and re¬ 
turned with it to Anaftafius,* who, in this war, aAed more 
lifce a pirate than a prince?; but Theodqric, who had 
formed a defign of conquering Gaul frqm the Franks and 
Burgundians, and reuniting if to the empire of Italy, being 
convinced that he could not put this projcA in execution fo 
long as he was at variance with the emperor, wrote letters 
to Anaftafius, wherein he exprefl'ed his defire of renewing 
the peace, and living in friendftiijv with the empire K He 
foon aftej- difpatched ambaffadors to ^onftantinonle, by 
wlwde njeans a peace was concluded between* the two 
princes. However, Theodoric was, for fome time, di¬ 
verted from purfuing his favourite febeme by .the,troubles 
and divifions that arofe in Home, about the ele&ion of a 
bifliop to that fee ; for, upon the death of pope Anaftafius, 
two perfons were chofen by* two different fa&ions to fuc- 
ceed him, namely, Symmachus fupported by Fauflus, and 
Laurentius by Feftus. As the patrons of the two compe¬ 
tes were perfons of great authority in the fenate, and m- 
tereft among the people, their divifion and obilinacy o'cca- 
fioned a kind of civil war in Rome, and feveral pet Ions on 
both fides loft their lives iti the quarrel. At length both 
parties had recourfe to Theodortc, who, following the ex¬ 
ample of the late emperors, had fixed his refidence at Ra¬ 
venna.' That piince, after having heard with great patience 
and attention the contending parties, prudently ordained, 
that he (hould be acknowleged as lawful bifliop who had 
been firft eleded, and had had the greateft number of 
voices. Thus Symmachus, who had been firft chofen by 
a great majority, was confirmed in his fee. 

But fome of the partizans of Laurentius not acquiefcing 
in fuch an equitable decifion, Theodoric, to heal the divi¬ 
fions of the church, was obliged to fummon a council, and, 
to appeafe the troubles^.-flome, to take a journey thither 
in perfon. He made his entry with fuch’pomp and magni¬ 
ficence as had not been feen for, many ages, and was re¬ 
ceived by the fenate and people with the greateft demon- 
ftrations ofjoy. He was welcomed in the^ fenate by the 
celebrated Boetius, who, on that occafion, made an elo¬ 
quent fpeech, difplaying the eminent virtues of Theodoric. 
Which the king anfwered in a modeft manner, declaring, 
that be fhould ever have the greateft re%e£t for that augull 
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body, arid prnit nothing that could contribute to their gran¬ 
deur. From the fen ate he proceeded, to the circus, and 
made a fpeech to the people, wherein he exprefled his 
.Fbcerc defire of their welfare a«d prosperity, confirmed 
alTthe privileges they had enjeyed tinder the emperors his 

S iredeceflbrs, and afiurecf them of his protection. He fpe*t 
everal days irf viewing the antiquities of the city, which he 
dwtld not fufficiently admire. He declared, that though lie 
expedted to fee wonderful things, the ftatdinefs and mag¬ 
nificence of tin: public buildings had far furpafied his ex¬ 
pectation. He was gtieved to fee the walls in fome plants 
quite ruined, and contributed large luma for the repairing 
of the*m, ancf of fome other decayed buildings.. On the 
day of his^entry Jifc made a grand entertainment ior theje- 
nate, and gave a largefs of corn to the people. Before lie 
left Rome he compoied the affairs both of the church and 
ftate; aftd declared, upou his departure, that he was forrv 
he could not fix his refi'dence in fuch au auguft city, the 
fafety of the ftate obliging hinuto refide, as his predeceffors 
had done, at Ravtnna, where he was near at hand, and 
ready to reftrain the irruptions of the Barbarians, who, on 
that fide, broke into Italy. He was fcarce returned, wljen 
intelligence was brought him, that the Bulgarians had made 
an irruption into Pannonia, and, advancing as far as Sir- 
mium, had.furp,rifed that city. . He forthwith difpatcbed 
Pitzia with a confiderable army againft them, who, in one 
campaign, recovered Sirmium, and drove them entirely 
out of Pannonia. To the government of that province 
Theodoric raifed Colofleus, by the title of comes or count. 
„ Theodoric, having thus fettlcd^his affairs at home, re- 
folved to attempt the execution of the project which he had 
formed from the very beginning of his reign which was, 
as'we have hinted above, to drive the Burgundians and 
Pranks out of Gaul, and reunite that country to Italy. Ills 
defign was to begin with the Burgundians, and, after hav¬ 
ing reduced them, to attack the Franks; but as the Bur¬ 
gundians were then a powerful t^tion, and mafters of all 
the pafles in the ^dps, Theodoric, entering into an alliance 
with Clovis king of the Franks, prevailed upon him to in¬ 
vade the Burgundians on*one fide, while he attempted to 
enter their country on the other. Of the conduft of Theodo¬ 
ric in this war we have fpoken in the hiftory of the Franks, 
and therefore {hall only add, that he acquired the city of 
Marfeilles and its territory, with all the countries lying be¬ 
tween the Durance* , the Alps, the Mediterranean, and the 
Lower Rhone. 

Soj»« 
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Some years after, a war breaking out between Clovis and 
Alaric king of the Vifigoths in Gaul, Theodoric, putting 
himfelf at the head of his army, marthe’l to’the aflillance 
of the latter; but Clovis in the mean time having killed 
Alaric in battle, and*defeated h^s army, the king of * the 
©ftrogoths, jealous of the growing power of the Franks, 
ordered the troops to join him from ail parts' and, entering 
Gaul, obliged the Franks, who had laid liege to Carcaflbhe, 
to abandon the enterprise and retire. In the following 
year the Franks befieged the city of Arlesf; but the fiege 
was raifed, and the Franks were defeated with great llaugh- 
ter, by the army which Theodofip had fent to the aflillance 
of his countrymen, under the condudl of count Hibba. A 
peyce was foon after concluded betwSep Theodoric and 
Clovis, the principal article of which was, that the F’ranks 
(hould keep the countries which they had taken from the 
Vifigoths *. * 

Amalaricj the grandfon of Theodoric, was at this time 
king of the Vifigoths; but as he was under age, Theodoric, 
who was«his guardian, exercifed the fahie authority in the 
young prince’s dominions, as he did in his own. In vir¬ 
tue of this peace the Oilrogoths continued mailers of the 
province they held before, lying between the Alp^ the 
Mediterranean, the Rhone, and the Durance, and appro¬ 
priated to themfelves the city of Arles for the charges they 
had been at during this war. • lhefe countries Ibeodoric 
tranfmitted to his pollcrity ; but could make no farther con- 
quefts in Gaul, being oppofed by the franks, who were 
become very powerful in that country. 

Amalarie, the grandfon of. Theodoric by his daughter 
Theodegotha, had fucceeded his father Alaric in the king¬ 
dom of the Vifigoths ; but as he was only five years old 
when his father was killed by Clovis, his fubjeQs, fcorning 
to be governed by an infant, revolted, and raifed to the 
throne Gafelic,- the fon of Alaric by a concubine, lhec- 
doric, who was guardian to the young princej being in¬ 
formed of this revolt, dify*tched Hibba, or Ilba, into Gaul, 
with a numerous armf^ to expel the ufyrper, and rel ore 
Amalarie to the throne. Upon his approach Galehc fled 
into Spain : and from thence, ‘hearing that Fiibba vv*s 
inarching after him, crofled the {freights, and took re uge 
in the court of Trafimund king of the Vandals m Africa, 
who, either commiferating his condition, or thin’ing it 
high time to give a check to the overgrown power ot the 
Ollrogoths, received him in a friendly manner, thoug e 
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had married the filler of Theodoric. After he had conti¬ 
nued feme tijne in Africa, he paffed fi*om thence privately 
iptd Gaul; where, having gained over fome of the leading 
mep among the Vifigoths, he difed^red himfelf, and be¬ 
ing fupplied with money by Thrafimund, levied an army, 
and re-entered Spain 5 but being vanquilbed in battle by 
Hibba, about twelve miles from Barcelona, he efcapedinto 
Gaul, and there died of grief, four years after he had been 
declared king- 

The king of the Oftrogoths, haviry* fettled the affairs of 
his grandfon in Spain, turned his arms againft the Ale¬ 
mans; but all vye know of this war is, that he obliged 
them to fubmit to jn annual tribute k , and fubdu^d the in¬ 
habitants 6f Suevia; for in one of his letters he acquaints 
them, that he had appointed Fridelad to be their governor, 
and ftrk\1y enjoined him to reftrain thefts and robberies, 
which were very frequent at that time. 

Hitherto Theodoric had governed with fuch prudence, 
equity, and moderation, that h£ deferved to be propofed as 
a pattern to all princes; but fome think that theft, and his 
other eminent virtues, were fullied by bis putting the cele¬ 
brated Boetius, and his farher-in-Iaw Symmachus to dea, li. 
Boetfus was a patrician, had been at leaft twice conful, and 
was defeended from one of the molt ancient and illuftrious 
families of R.ome; for fome derive his pedigree from the 
celebrated Manlius Torqualus. His family had been en¬ 
nobled in latter times by his great-grandfather Anicius, and 
by feveral perfons who had difebarged, with great reputa¬ 
tion, the firft employments both civil and military. We are 
told, that Grangers came to Rome from diftant countries, 
to behold the fpiendor and magnificence of the Anician fa¬ 
mily, which had engrolfcd, if Zofimus is to be credited, 
xlffioft the-whole wealth of Rome 1 : but Boetius was ftill 
more remarkable for his morals and learning, than for the 
fptendor and antiquity of his family. In his younger years 
bd refided ct Athens, where the itudy of philofopby had 
been reftored, and fperrt in that^jiverfity near eighteen 
years. He examined, with great application, the grounds 
of the different fefis and opinions; and, to all the reft, 
pilfer red the fe£t of the Peripatetics, to which he entirely 
demoted himfelf. Till his time the name of Ariftotle, the 
founder of that fe£t, was fcarce known to the Latins ; but 
the works of that great philofopher being tranflated by him, 
and illuftrated with le»rned comments in the Latin tongue, 
the Peripatetic phitofbphy began to be, and has been ever 
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Cnee, in great eftimation. Befides Ariftotle, Boetius tranf- 
lated into the Latin* tongue feveral othe t Greek writers, 
Py^agoras, Ptolemy the aftronomer, fticomachus, 

Luclid, Plato, and Arclfunedes. He not only excelled all 
h.s contemporaries in profant leading, but likewife in the 
kitowlegcof the holy Scnptures; and was, according to 
Cafliodore m , the greateft divine, as well ? s the greateftphi- 
iofopher of his time. The bpok he wiote of the Trinity 
agamft Neftonus and Eutyches, fufficiently {hews how well 
he was verfed in the Scriptures. With regard to his mo¬ 
rals, he is highly commended by all the writers of thofe 
times. He was impartial in the adminiftratipn of juftice, 
and employed the great power he had at court in proteft- 
ing« the innocent, relieving the needy, and procuring the 
redrefs of fuch grievances, as gave juft occafion of com¬ 
plaint. 

His efpoufing, agamft the great men at court, tV caufe Is accuM 
of thofe who were unjuftly acculed or opprctled, gained ».f /'it* 
him many enemies, who at fength effefted his ruin, lay fub- ,rea f a "' 
orning thrtse infamous men to accufe hirS of high treafon. 

Thefe were Bafilius, Opilio, and Gudentius, of whom the 
former had been, for his raifdemeanor. difmifled the king's 
fervice, and the other two, fbr their crimes, condemned to 
banifliment. r l hey accufed Boetius of attempting to raife 
the power of the fenate above that of the king, and pre¬ 
venting an informer from bringing an impeachment of trea- 
fon againft the fenators. Theodoric, though well acquainted 
with the infamous chara£lers of the accufers, yet upon their 
depofition ordered, without farther enquiry, the perfon, of 
whom he had hitherto entertained the higheft opinion, to 
be put under arreft ; -and foon after confifeated, his eftate, 
and baniflied him to Pavia, where he wrote his celebrated 
book De Confolatione. Symmachus, father-in-law to Boe¬ 
tius, a man of extraordinary parts and learning, and who 
had, with ap unblemifhed charafter, difeharged the firft 
employments, was likewife baniihed to Pavia, gs privy to 
the fuppofed treafon of^JEfietius. They had not been long 
there, when, to the great furprize of tin* world, an order 
came from Ravenna for their execution, their enemies at 
court having perfuaded the king, who was advanced in 
years, and grown jealous of his power, that he would never 
he fafe while they were alive. They were accordingly be- He is be- 
headed in Pavia. The cruel and unjuft fentence was Scarce headed at 
put in execution, when Theodoric, refledling on his rafh Pav ', a , 
conduft in an affair that required thfc utmoft circumfpec- 
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fituMe jion, was affe&cd with fuch forrow, that'ft is grief equalled 
Htmiw if not exceeded, the injultice of the ‘fentence. Not long 
after, the head of a large fifli being ferved up while he was 
at fupper, the injuftice of the ferfcqnce he had lately pro¬ 
nounced occurring to hit mind, be fancied the head of the 
filh to be the,head of Symmachus, threatening him irfa 
ghaftly manner. Being feized with horror and trepidation, 
he was carried frofti the table to his bed-chamber, where 
he died a few days after of grief, this being the firft and 
lad wrong any of his fubjedts had ever received at his 
hands n . * , 

1 ft. of FI. His death happened o-.i the fecond of September, in the 
»* 74 - . year 526,^ the thir/y-fourth of his reign, and fevealy-fccond 
^.D- jx6. 0 y his age* 1 ; He had three daughters by Audefkclaa the fifter 
'Unfi t' " < -' ,ovis > name 'y, Ottrogotha, Theodogothn, and Amala- 
■v.' ' funtba. Oilrogotha was married to Sigifmund, king of the 

Bit ’Jut- Burgundians, by whom /lie had Sigeric, who, after his mo- 

1 ther’s deceafe, was put to death by his father Sigifnniml, in 

the year 522, as yve have related in the hiftory of the Bur¬ 
gundians. Theodogotha was married to Alaric'II. king of 
the Vifigoths, who, in 507, was killed in the battle of 
Vougle, as we have related in their hiflory ; hut he l« r t a 
fon behind him by Theodogotha, called Amalaric, whofe 
dominions Theodoric governed to the day of his death, as 
guardian to the young prince hiS grandfon. Amalafuntha, 
f|thc youngeft of the three princeffes, was married in 515, 
■1. ttt Eutharic Cillica °. Eutharic was the fon of Viteric, and 
grandfon of Beremund, defeended from the family of the 
Amali. who leaving Scythia, as we find in Jornandes, came 
into Gaul; and being honourably entertained by Vallia, 
king of the Vifigoths, he fettled there. His grandfon Eu¬ 
tharic, from Gaul, removed into Spain, where he became 
well known to the officers of Theodoric, who governed that 
kingdom during the minority of Amalaric. Theodoric, 
hearing him much commended, exprefled a great defire to 
fee him ; which fatisfaftion he no fooner had, than being 
ftrtick with his engaging behaviour and extraordinary qua¬ 
lifications, he refolved to give him in marriage his daughter 
Amalafuntha, efpecially.as he was of Theodoric’s own fa¬ 
mily, and confequently by his birth not unworthy of fuch a 
match. • The nuptials were accordingly celebrated with the 
Utmoft magnificence, and two years after he was raifed to 
thecOnfulihip by his father-in-law ; on which occafion the 
emperor Anaftafiusyprefented him with the tunica palmata, 
ana adopted him for his fon; an honour which the late 
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emperors ufed to confer on pcrfons of diftinguifhed merit. 

Eutharic went to Rotne, to enter ufon hi» office, and was 
received by the fenate and people with the greateft demon¬ 
fixations of joy, every ^.fnk and degree of people in that 
great metropolis endeavouring to wutdo each other in ho- 
n(furing a prince whom they expefted to fee in a Ihort time 
on the throne. On the other hand, Eutharic made it lys 
chief ftudy to oblige both th» fenate arfd people, difcharg- 
ing his office with great attention, and divgrting the city 
with magnificent {hews, having for that purpofe procured 
out'of Africa fuch wild hearts ns had never before been 
fern at Rome. From Rome Eutharic returned So his father- 
in-law at Ravenna, where, by his gcncrofify, condefcenfion, 
amriojiliging behaviour, he gained the afUctions both of 
the Romans and Goths. 

Every one expected to find in Eutharic a fecond Theodo- 
ric ; but, to the great grief of all ttye nation, Eutharic died 
before his father-in-law, leaving behind .him a fon, named 
Athalaric, ten years old ; lb that Theqdoric had at his 
death two ^randfons, the children of two of his daughters, 
namely, Anialaric, king of the Vifigoths, and Athalaric, 
the ion of Amalafuntha. To the former Theodoric, a^his 
death, delivered up all the countries in Gaul and Spain be- 
longing to the Vifigoths, which he had governed with the 
fame authority as his own, Sver fince the death of Alaric II. 

The latter, though the fon of the younger daughter, he ap- Hedtclaret 
pointed to fucceed him in the kingdom of Italy, and in all 
his other dominions. Theodoric, fays Jornandes, being ns e>r ' 
advanced in years, and near his end, iaflembled the chief 
men among the Goths, and in their prefence declared A- 
thalaric, the fon of Eutharic by his daughter Amalafuntha, 
his fuccefior, commanding them to obey him as fuch, to 
refpedb the fenate and people of Rome, and, above all, to 
cultivate the friendffiip of the emperor of the Eaft p . 

Theodoric was no fooner dead, than Amalafuntha, mind- Amalafun • 
ful of his laft advice, wrote in the young prince’s name, 
both to Juftin then cmp$r<jr, and to the I\oman fenate, ac- the 

quainting them with his acceffion to thethrone. In the m ^ r or 
letter to the emperor, the young prince, after telling him a .,dt‘°t le 
that his grandfather had, before his death, appointed linn of Rome. 
his heir and fucceflor, goes on thus : “ You formerly ho¬ 
noured in your auguftcity my grandfather with the digni.y 
of conful j you fent into Italy to my father the tunica pal- 
mata, and to attach him the more to your perfon, you 
adopted him for your fon, though he was a’mort of the 
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fafic agnwfth vourfelf. The name of fon will fuit m e bet¬ 
ter than it did him. I (hall acknowlige fo great a favour 
h cauGng ybm name 10 be no lefs refpefted, and your au- 
thority.tobe no lefs obeyed, in *iy dominions, than they 
are in your own. With this wiewl have difpatched am- 
baffadors, hoping you will honour me with your friend flap, 
upon the fame conditions upon which your glorious ancef- 
tbrs granted theirs.to my grandfather i.” From this letter 
it is manifeft, that the kings of the Oftrogoths acknowleged 
In the emperoi‘s of the halt a fuperiority of rank, but not 
of jurifdiaion ; and confequently tfiat Zeno, when he fern 
Theodoric to drive October out of Italy, renounced in his 
behalf whatever claim the empire of the Fall had to that 
country.. At the fame time Amalafuntha difpatcfied enjoys 
to Rome with letters from the young prince, both to the 
fenate and people, acquainting them, that his grandfather 
was dead ; that on his death-bed he had declared him hij 
beir and fucceffor ; and'that he had been acknowleged both 
by the Goths and Romans, that is, the Italians, who had 
fworn obedience to him. He defires them to follow the ex¬ 
ample of his other fubje&s, faying, that he had fent count 
Sigifmer, and others, to receive their oath of allegiance, 
and-at the fame time to bind himfelf by the like tie to main¬ 
tain facred and inviolable all the rights, privileges, and im¬ 
munities which had been granted them by his grandfather. 
He clofes his letter to the.fenate, by encouraging them to 
afk boldly whatever they thought might contribute to the 
fafety andfplendor of their illuftrious and venerable body. 
In his letter to the people, he promifes to cherilh the Goths 
and Romans alike, and to maintain them equally in the 
poffeffion ef their rights and privileges, making no other 
diftin&ion, than that the Goths (hould undergo the toils 
and dangers of war, while the Romans enjoyed profound 
peace within the walls of their own city. In the end of 
his letter, he informs them, that by the mutual oaths of the 
prince and people, the memory of Trajan’s excellent go¬ 
vernment was renewed, who, at his entering upon the con- 
fulfhip, fwore lyfrifelf, and received the oaths of the fenate 
and people r . 

Such was the beginning of the reign of Atbalaric, or ra¬ 
ther of Amalafuntha. She retained the fame form of go¬ 
vernment, the fame laws, the fame.magiftrates, and the 
fame difpofition of provinces, not fuffering the leaf! altera¬ 
tion to be made during the minority of her fon, and govern¬ 
ing with fuch prudence, that Theodoric was fcarce miffed, 


a C allied lib. viii. ep. i, t Idem, lib. viii. ep. a, v 

either 



#5 


Oftrogoths in Italy .. 

either by the Goths or Romans. Her chief care was to 
bring up her fon aft# the Roman nMnner,.and to have him, 
from his tender years, inftruaed by'tbe ubleft men of thole 
times in religion, virtues* and learning. She was her/eif 
well verfed in all the branch* of literature, and confcquetit- 
ly»a great encourager of learned men ; as appears from the 
letters (he wrote to the fenate in the king’s name, expofru- 
lating with them for negleding to pay the public profdlSrs 
their falaries in proper time, and commanding them to be 
difeharged punctually for the future. * 

Anialafuntha was to Tar from invading the righfs and pro¬ 
perties of her fubjects, that, on’tjie contrary, (he reffored 
to the children of Boetius and Symni.rebus the eftates, which 
hac^been confifcated in the preceding reign. Site took great 
care to fecure the Romans again ft the avarice and rapariouf- 
nefs of the great men among the Goths, wh^ beholding 
Italy as a conquered country, were for enriching them Pelves 
at the expence of the natives. 'i\> her nephew Amalaric 
flic refigned that part of Guful which, with refpett to Ita¬ 
ly, lay beyond the Pvhone; but retained what lay on the 
other fide of that river. To the Vifigoths (lie remitted the 
impofitions, which had been impeded by Theodoric, and 
rcitcred the treafure of the kings of the Vifigoths, which, 
by her father’s order, had been conveyed from Carcaflbne 
to Ravenna a . In the mean time Judin having taken his 
nephew Juftinian for his partrrcr in the empire, Amala- 
funtha no fooncr heard of his promotion than fhe, congra¬ 
tulated the new emperor upon his acceffion to the imperial 
dignity, and entreated a continuance of that friendfhip 
and alliance, which had long fubfifted between the two na¬ 
tions ‘. What fhe defired was readily granted, as is mam- 
fed from the good underdanding that fubfifted between the 
two princes as long as Athalaric lived, and from the coins 
damped at this time by the king of the Oftrogoths, on one 
fide of which is to be feen the image of Juftinian, and on 
the other the name of Athalaric u . * 

While Amalafuntha thu^governed with the greateft juf- 
tice, equity, and prudtnce, the great %en among the 
Goths, difdaining that their young prince fhould be biought 
up after the Roman manner, began to exclaim againft 
learning, as an enemy to valour, and altogether unbecom¬ 
ing the king and leader of an a£tive and warlike nation. 
The priheefs difiregarded thefe grouudlefs complaints; but 
having one day chaftifed her fon, and he happening to go, 
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with the tears yet in his eyes, into a room, where fome 
Gothic lords we;c aflcinbled, they toils from thence occ.t- 
fi'on to complain more loudly of the queen (fo llie is called 
by poll writers), as if (he de(igned*to remove her loll, and 
reign in her own right: ^hey exclaimed, with more violence 
than ever, againtt the learned education of the young 
prince; alleged the,example of his grandfather, who, though 
utterly ignorant of» letters, Y as a warlike and vittorious 
prince ; and concluded, that his grandfon mull he brought 
up in the fame 1, manner, if he wifl^ed to be attended with 
the fame fortune. They therefore deli red Amalafuntha to 
difmifs the jjedants her,(on had about him, and give him 
fucli companions of his own age, as might, by/heir con- 
verfation} mako-ttie cultoms of his nation familiar to him, 
and incline him to govern according to their own laws. 
T his meaftre they demanded with fo much warmth and 
importunity, that, apprehending greater evils, (lie com¬ 
plied with their requeft. And now the youth, fiee from 
reflraint, and feduced by witfked companions, abandoned 
himfclf to all mahner of lewdnefs and debauchery. To ids 
other vices he added ingratitude to the heft of mothers, 
whom he unnaturally abandoned to a faction, which,had 
the’arrogance to command her to retire from court; hut 
the queen, exerting dier authority, arrefted three of the 
ringleaders of the party, and confined them to the moil 
remote parts of Italy. Thefe, maintaining a private cor- 
refpondence with their friends and relations, never ceafed, 
by their means, to excite the people ngainft her ; inform]eh 
that Amalafuntha, apprehending the faflion might in the 
end prevail, wrote to tiie emperor Juftinian, begging leave 
to take refuge in his dominions. I lie emperor complied 
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with her requeft, o&ring her a noble palace at Epidamnus, 
now Durazzo, for nCr habitation ; but the princcfs having 
in the mean time caufed the three ringleaders of the fac¬ 
tion, whom (he had banifhed, to be put to death, and no 
new difturbances arifing upon that execution, fhe did not 
accept of the emperor’s offer ? but remained at Ravenna, 
governing the #Sominions of her foil with her ufual pru¬ 
dence and equity. 

In the mean time Atfialaric having, by his debaucheries, 
and riotous life, contra&ed a lingering diftemper, Amala- 
funtha, apprehending that, upon his death, (he would be 
in great danger, moll of the chief men among the Goths 
being highly incenfed againft her, refolved to fave herfeln 
by delivering Italy into the hands of the emperor ; and ac¬ 
cordingly began to treat with his ambafladors about the 
manner of putting her defign in execution; but her n ica ' 
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fares were defeated by the untimely death of her fon, which 
happened in the eighth year of his reign, and threw hei 
into new difficulties. Her defign fol giving upltaly to Juf- 
tinian was not yet ripe £or execution ; on the other hand, 
flic was well apprifed,*that the Goths would not fuller her 
tewreign after the death of her fon* but would choofe a new 
king in his room. Having therefore long deliberated with 
hcrfclf how ffic ffiould a& at fo ciiticaljl conjun&ure, ffie 
refolved in the end to give tliem a fovereign, hoping that 
the perfon, fo advanced by her favour, woufd be contented 
with the title, and, ofit of gratitude, fuffer her to enjoy 
the fupreme power without contitft. 

With this view, ffie call her eye's on Theotfotus liercou- 
fin„the Ion of Amalafrida, lifter to kin£ 3 heodoric, and 
confequently defeended from the illuftrious family of the 
Amali. lie was a man of great learning, as spears from 
the letter which Amalafuntha wrote to the fenate, acquaint¬ 
ing them with his acceffion to th! throne, well ikilled in 
the do£frine of Plato, thoroughly verled in theology, and 
a perfe£l jnafter of the Latin tongue ybut totally unac¬ 
quainted both with civil and military matters, timorous, in¬ 
dolent, covetous to the greateft; degree, deftitute of all ho- 
noul and probity, and capable of committing the vilefi; ac¬ 
tions, when ftimulated by his own paffions, or by thofe of 
others. He had lived hitherto in Tufcany, where he had 
large pofleffions; but not fatisfied with them, he had not 
only encroached upon his neighbours, but feized on fome 
lands belonging to the crown. Thefe Amalafuntha had 
obliged him to reftore, and likewife reftrained him, by her 
authority, from injuring his neighbours; an interpolation 
which had rendered him her implacable enemy, infomuch 
that he privately agreed with the ambafladors, who had 
been fent from Conftantinople to the biffiop of Rome, to 
betray Tufcany to the emperor, upon his paying a certain 
fum, and railing him to the dignity of fenator. However, 
Amalafuntha, imagining, that fo fignal a favour, as her 
advancing him to the throve, would reconcile Sim to her 
intereft, offered to take? him for her colleague, on condi¬ 
tion he fuffered her to enjoy and exercife her former power. 
This condition Theodotus promised upon oath to fulfil, 
and was thereupon declared by the queen her colleague x . 
The letters, that were written on this occafion to the Ro¬ 
man fenate by the queen, in commendation of Theodotus, 
and by Theodotus, in praife of the queen, are extant in 
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Cafliodore r. He acknowleges himfelf entirely indebted to 
her for his new dignity 1 ; and extolling her kindnels, adds, 
that he is at a lots how to make a fuitable return for fuch 
a fcigh and undefcrved favour. ’’ 

But the unhappy priucefs was foon fcnfible of her mif- 
take in a (Fuming for her colleague a perfon, who had beta 
fqrmerly her declared enemy, and was deflitnte, as flic 
rauft have known, 'of honour.und probity : for he bad fcarce 
mounted the tjirone, when, unmindful of the promifes he 
bad made, and folemnly confipmetf with an oath, he fuf- 
fered hitnfelf to be wholly governed by the friends and re¬ 
lations of thofe who had been put to death by the priucefs 
Sht ii con- for their crimes ;,and, becaufe (he took the liberty to rc- 
Jined by him mind him of hi!> engagements, he caufed her to be toirvey- 
toaniflaud c d from Ravenna into Tufcany, and contined her to an 
'^Bol/saa ■, ** t^C middle of the lake Of Bolfuna. As he had 

rcafon to believe, that jht* emperor, who had a great value 
and regard for AmalaCuntha, would relent this treatment, 
he obliged her to, write to him, that no injury or injufti'Cr 
had been done her. This letter be font to Conftantinople, 
with one which he wrote himfelf, filled with heavy com¬ 
plaints againft Amalafuntha. Tlie emperor was fo far from 
giving cjjjfdit to what Theodotus urged againft her, the 
he openly efpotifed her caufe, and wrote a mod affctlional-- 
letter, comforting her in her dfftrefs, and aft'uring her of 
Yr. of FI. his prote£lion \ but before" the letter reached her, the en- 
happy princefs was, with the confent, if not by the order, 
53 *' of Theodotus, barbaroufly ftrangled in the bath by tin- 
friends of thofe, whom, in the reign of her foil, (lie had 
defervedlv punifned for raifmg diftmbanccs in the Hate. 
Some writers tell us, that the unhappy queen was difpatcb- 
ed by Theodotus at ,jthe infligation of the emprefs Theo¬ 
dora, who, jealous of the love the emperor (hewed her, 
began to apprehend he migbi one day forfake her for the 
queen of the Goths z . Be that as it may, Juftinian enraged 
againft Theodotus for the nimbler of a perfon for whom lie- 
had the greatefi; efteem and veneration, and being at the 
fame time defirtms of reuniting Italy to the empire, refolv- 
ed to make war upon the Goths, his troops being juft then 
returned from Africa, which they had reduced by expelling 
the Vandals. * 

Juftinian, to facilitate the enterprize, ufed his utmofl en¬ 
deavours to induce the Franks to join him, acquainting 
them with the motives that had urged him to undertake 
.that war. “ The Goths (fays he in the letter which he 
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wrote to their princes) “ have not only feized on Italy, 
which belongs to us,* but without tbe leail;provocation, of¬ 
fered usfuch intuits as we cannot itr honour receive. This 
is what induces us tq take arms again!! them ; and it isjrut 
jttfl that youfltouid lend tuf what^afliflancc you can againft 
^•nation that bears as great an enmity to yt;u as to us, the 
more as we are both of the fame perfuafipn, and equally ab¬ 
hor the doctrine of Anus, winch they ^irofcfs To flic 
letter the emperor added, fays Procopius, a large fum, pro¬ 
mising to the princes yf the Franks, cfpecially to Theode- 
hert, a confiderable l'ubftdy, to be paid as foon as they 
fhould begin hollilities. The Franks receive^ the money, 
ami, entering into an alliance with the emperor, engaged 
to Sibil Vini to the utmolt of their power*; hut *inilead of The tree* 
performing their promife, v/hile Jultinian’s arms were em- ‘tenet 
ployed againft the Goths, Theodebert, who\jas deemed ^‘“haiih. 
the head of the royal family of the Franks, being the fon of 
Theodoric, or Thierri, the elded fen of Clovis, feized on 
feveral cities in Liguria, oft the Aipcs Cottite, and great 
part of the province of Venice, for bimtclf. Of this trea- 
chety Juftinian afterwards complained by his arnbafliidor 
Leontius to Theodebald, the fon and fucceffor of Tiicode- 
beit b : but to leave that treacherous nation, and return to 
lailinian. Having refolved to make wat upon the Goths, 
and drive them, if poliibhi, out of Italy, lie named Mun- 
dus and Belifarius for his genhrals. Mundtis, then com¬ 
mander of the troops in lllyrieum, was ordered to march 
into Dalmatia, which was lubject to the Goths, and at¬ 
tempt the redu£tion of Salome, in order to open a pafTage 
into Italy. Belifarius was to make a defeent upon Sicily; 
for which purpofe a fleet was equipped, on board of which 
■were four tlioufand legionaries* thrtje thoufand Ifaurians, 
three hundred Mauritanians, and two hundred Hunns. 

Belifarius was veiled wi the lupremc command, and 
with abfolute authority. His inflrudlions were to piytcnd 
a voyage to Carthage, but to make an attempt upon Sicily’; 
and if he thought he coukTfucceed in the attempt, to land 
there : otherwife, to fail diredlly for Africa, without dii- 
covering his intentions. Mundys without- difliculty re- Y r . c f jq, 
duced Salome; and Belifarius, landing without oppofition zSS 3 - 
in Sicily, fubdued that ifland with more expedition than he *■ 535 r 
bimfelf expected. Paleimo held out for fome time, the s -^ m 
Goths, who depended upon the {Length of the place, which j uct j by 
was deemed impregnable by land, defending it with great j> t ij ar , us . 
rtfolution; but Belifarius attacking it by feu, the garrifon 
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was forced to furrender; fo that Belifarius entered the city 
on the laft of Decembef of the year 535 . Being now maf- 
ter of Sicily, he paffed over to Reggio, which opened its 
gates to him. From Reggio he puiftjed his march to Rome, 
the provinces of Abrutiuen, Lucania, Puglia, Calabria, and 
Samnium, immediately fubmitting to him. The city *of 
Naples endured a fiege; but Belifarius’s troops having en¬ 
tered it through an'aqueduftv it was in the end taken and 
plundered 1 . t 

Theodotus, who was an entire ftrrnger to military affairs, 
and had a great averfion tp war, alarmed at the unexpected 
fuccefs of the emperors arms, began fecrctly to treat of 
peace with an arnbaffador fent by the emperor far that pur- 
715 lodoius pofe. In a private conference the king agreed terrenoflnee 
frofwfes a u pretenliqns to the ifland of Sicily ; to fend the emperor 
an ac cam- yearly * c^'wn of gold weighing three hundred pounds; to 
modatm. fupply him with threq thoufand men when required ; to 
1 put no fenator or ecclefiaftic to death, or confiscate their 
eftates, without t ( he emperor’s confent, nor to advance any 
to the dignity of fenator or patrician, but petifion him to 
confer fueh honours on thofe who deferved them. In all 
proclamations Juftinian’s name was to be firft mentioned. 
Whenever a ftatue was ereCfed to Theodorus, another was 
to be railed to the emperor, and placed on the right-hand. 
No coin was to be ftamped wit'll the image of Theodotus 
alone, but that alfo of juftinian, which was always to hold 
the mod honourable place. Thefe propofals, which evi¬ 
dently betrayed the meannefs of his fpirit, were fent by 
Theodotus to Conftantinople; but apprehending the empe¬ 
ror, not fatisfied with them, might purfue the war, hedif- 
patched an exprefs to the ambaffador, now as far on his 
journey as Albania, recalling him far farther orders and in- 
He offers to ftruClionS. Thefe imported that he would refign the king- 
refign the dom t 0 Juftinian, and content himfelf with a penfion fuit- 
J^ntTan his quality; but he obliged both the emperor’s am- 

" * ' baffador,sand Agapetus bifliop^of Rome, whom he fent on 

his own behalf, Jo bind themfclve^ by a folemn oath not to 
mention this pftipofal till they found the emperor would 
not accept of the farmer. The emperor rejected, as was 
expended, the firft propofals with indignation ; whereupon 
the ambafladors (hewed him the fecond figned by the king, 
who, in his letter to the emperor, told him, among other 
things, that being unacquainted with war, and engaged in 
the ftudy of pbilofophy, he preferred his quiet to a king¬ 
dom. J uftinian, transported with joy, and imagining the 

war 
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war already ended, anfwered the king in the kindeft terms, 
extolling his wifdon*, and adding to what he demanded (he 
oreaeft honours of the empire. Tl* agredmeth being con¬ 
firmed by mutual oaths, lands were afligned to Theodotus 
out of the emperor’s dftmairi, and orders difpatched to Be- 
lifcirius to take pofl’cffion of Italy irt his name. 

In the mean time a body of Cloths enteTing Dalmatia 
with a defign tp recover Salome, Mundp's lent his ion, with 
afniall party, to obfetve theif motions ; but the youth un- 
advifedly engaging a detachment from theirrarmy far fupe- 
rior in number to his 3’vn, was llain, and moll of his men 
cut in pieces. To revenge the death of his foil, Mundus 
marched againft the enemy with all the forCes u; der his 
coi^inHiuf, engaged them, and put thenMp flight; hut his 
men falling into conf ufion in the ptirfuit, the Goths rally- 7 In Ra- 
ine renewed the light, killed .Mundus himjclf, and, in mans de. 
their turn, put the Homans to flight. Upon thi?defeat the . 

Romans, abandoning Salome and*all Dalmatia, returned 
home ; which retreat Theodotus no (boner underftood than, eover tdby 
elated with fo final! an advantage, he refufed, with great the Gath. 
haughtinefs, to comply with the articles of the treaty which 
he had lately figned; and be; aide the late emperor’s am- 
■balfulor, a man of great addiefs and experience, expellu- 
lated with him for his breach of faith, he replied, that it 
was not an unufu.il thing ip put even ambafladors to death, 
when they did not fliew that relptcl which is due to crown- 
ed heads. Peter anfwered, that it was his duty to execute 
his mailer’s orders; and that he would utter what he had 
been enjoined to fay, whether pleafmg or difpleafing. Pheo- 
dotus placed a drift guard over the ambaflador, at which 
infult lullinian being highly provoked, difpatched Uoultan- 
tianus, an officer of great valour and experience, into Uly- 
ricum, with orders to raife forces in that province, and en¬ 
ter Dalmatia. ,. 

At the fame time he wrote to Behfarius, commanding 
him to purfue the war with the utmoll vigour. Coftantia- 
nus, having, purfuant to bis orders, railed an Vmy with 
great expedition in Illy*icum, enteredDNrnatia,ma c 1m 

felf mailer of Salome, and obliged the Goths, with them 
general Grypus, to abandon that province^ e 1 arms Vln0u tef 
drew near to Rome, having reduced all the provinces Dalmatian 
pofe the prelent kingdom of Naples. The chief men 
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to Italy, and the moderation and equity with which the} 
had hitherto, governed r.hat country. ‘As the ambafladors 
laid great ftrel's on Thcodoric's talcing Italy, not from the 
Ropians, but from the Barbarians, r to whom it was become 
a prey, and on their kings bciri'g encouraged to that enter- 
prize by the eipperor himfelf, Belilarius, difliking the con¬ 
ditions they olFen’d, nnfwercd morofcly, that Theodoi ,c 
liAl been fent itideod by Zemj to refeue Italy out of the 
hands of the Barbarians, but not to keep it for himfelf, 
ftnee it was the* fame thing to the epiptror, fo long as it 
was not reflored to the empire, whether it was held by the 
Cloths or the, Heiuli: that whoever detains the goods that 
are not his own, againft the vi ill of the owner, is no lei’s 
guilty than he who takes them by force. He concluded, 
that he would lillen to no terms, nor (heath his fwoid, till 
Italy was y^k reunited to the empire to which it belonged J . 

The cloths, finding Bclifarius unalterably determined 
upon driving them out of Italy, and, on the other hand, 
amazed at the cowardice and Uupidity of their prince, who 
made no warlike preparations, as if he cither intended to 
bctr.iv Italy to the emperor, or, defpairing of fuccefs, had 
laid afijc all thoughts of defending it, aficmbled at Repje'ta, 
a phee about thirty-five miles from Romeand, having 
Thro.l'tui with one confent depofed Theodotus, chofe and proclaimed 
tiefofeJ, Vitiges king in his room. Vitiges was not defeended from 
a»J Viugcs an iii u ftn 0us family among the Goths ; but had diftinguilh- 
‘jiisroom et ^ himfelf by his valour in feveral wars, efpecially in that 
which Theodoric bad waged with the Gepidm. Jornandes 
writes, that he had been formerly armour-bearer to Tbeo- 
doric e . Upon his acceffion to the throne he married Ma- 
tefuenta, the daughter of Amalafuntha, and grand daugh¬ 
ter of Theodoric, who defpifing him on account of his 
birth, though in every other refpedt worthy of the crown, 
is fa id to have maintained a private correfpondence with 
the Piomans, and was even fufpeded of attempting to be¬ 
tray him yito their hands f ; for (he had been averl'e to the 
match from the very beginning, and was, in a manner, 
forced by the kifig to give her confent. 

Theodotus, who was,then at Rome, hearing the Goths 
bad chofeii a new king, fled from thence towards Ravenna ; 
but Vitiges difpatched Optaris after him, with orders 
. to bring him back dead or alive. Optaris had been ill 
treated by him; therefore, purfuing him with great expe¬ 
dition, he foon overtook him, and putting him to death, 

<i Procop. lib. i, cap. 7,8, g, e Jorn. p. 144. f Procop. 
lib. ii. cap. to. 
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brought back his head to the king. Such was the end y r , „f p|_ 

of this cowardly, ungrateful, and c|vetou&prince, after he 

had reigned about three years s . He'eft a.fon named Then- !>■ 537* 

degifeius, whom Vitif^ef caufed to be fiift imprifoned, ^nd -- 

afterwards murdered. Aud*i:ow tflie new king, having no 
competitor, applied himfelf wholly to the, means ol re- 
eftablilhing the affairs of the Goths. He began with writ¬ 
ing a circular letter, wherein he exhorted his countrymen 
to exert their ancient courage, and de fend, with their ufual 
bravery, the countries,whirh belonged to them fcv right of 
conquefl. From the place where hi was ehofen he marched 
h> Home ; but not thinking hi’r.Ulf itrong enough to de¬ 
fend that, city again ft Belifarius, vho yas advancing 


vattis id* he rcfolvcd to remove to 
mi;>ht with more cafe, reinforce his 


Uavtnna, \v! 


to¬ 
ll e 

and make the 

neceffary preparations for tJring the field, his de¬ 

parture he obliged the pope, the fy.atc, and the people, to 
take an oath of fidelity ; and then, leaving four thouf.ind 
Goths for the defence of the citv, he fit out tor Ravenna 
with fovcfcsl fenators, whom he*took with him ashofisges. 

Being arrived at'R.avenna he aflembled the Goths from all 
ps*ts, and having raifed a confiderable army, encamped 
under the walls of that city. 

In the mean time Bclifsrie ’.having garrifoncrl Napies, Cu- 
nv.e, and other ftrong place? in Campania, approached Rome. 

The inhabitants, dreading the treatment which the Neapo¬ 
litans are faid to have met with, when their city was taken 
by aftault, and awed by the reputation of lo renowned a ge¬ 
neral, refolved, r.otwithftanding tlie oath they had fo lately 
taken, to open their gates to the emperor’s army. Accord¬ 
ingly, they difpatchcd I'idelius to invite fit ularius to take 
poiieffion of their city, alluring him, that lie fliould meet 
with no oppofition. Belifarius no fooncr received this in¬ 
vitation, than he advanced to the gates of the city ; which 
being opened, he entered Home- on the ninth or tenth of tyjfar.us 
December of the year 537, and taking pofTeffioii of it in t e 
emperor’s name, reunited it to the cm pipe, fixty years a ter 
it had been taken by f)doaccr, and thirty-four after it ha 
l'ubmitted to Thcodoric. The Gothic garrifon, finding t ey 
could not make head at the fame time againtt the emperor s 
army and the citizens, retired by the Porta Flamtma, wnt e 
Belifarius entered by the Porta Afinaria. Leudaiis, governor 
of the city, who ftaid behind, was fent,together with the 'eys, 
to the emperor. Belifarius, now maflcr of the city, app lei 
^irafelf to the repairing of the walls and other iorti ica 
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tions, filled the granaries with corn, which he caufed to he 
brought from Sicily, and florcd the place with all manner 
of provifionsj as If fie V/ere preparing againft a fiege ; pre¬ 
cautions which gave great uneafinefs to the inhabitants, who 
chofe rather that their city flioiild lie'open to every invader 
than be liable to the many miferies and calamities attending 
a fiege. While Belifarius was thus employed at Rome, 
Pittas, governor of Sanmium, fubmitting, delivered up 
great part of that country, with the city of Bcnevento. 
Narnia, Spoletb, and Perufia revolting from the Goths, re¬ 
ceived Roman garrifons, as did molf cities in Tufeany h . 

In the mean time Vitigfs did not lay idle at Ravenna ; 
but, having r'aifed an army of one hundred and fifty thou- 
fand men/- refolved to march dheclly to Rome, and engage 
Belifarius, or, if he declined engaging, to befiege the city ; 
but apprehending that the Franks, who were in confede¬ 
racy with the emperor, might fall upon him at the fame 
time, with the confent And approbation of the great men 
among the Goths, lie difpatclurd ambafladors to their three 
kings, Theodebert, Childebert, and Clotarius, qffeiing to 
cede whatever the Oftrogoths held in Gaul, and bcfidcs to 
pay them a confiderable fum, provided they wr old join 
againft the emperor. The Franks, notwithftanding their alli¬ 
ance with Juflinian, agreed to the propofal, and figned the 
treaty, the articles whereof were immediately executed by 
Vitiges, who paid them thevum propoied, and ordered Mar¬ 
thas, who commanded a chofen body of Oftrogoths in Gaul, 
to deliver up to the Franks the cities he held there, and 
return with the forces under his command into Italy. The 
three princes divided equally apong them both the money 
and tfie cities ; but when they were to execute on their 
fide the articles of the agreement, they declared, that the 
engagements they had lately entered into with J uftinian nqt 
allowing them to make open war upon the Romans, they 
could not, by any means, fend an army of Franks to the aflift- 
ance of the Oftiogoths; but they would caufe a body of 
troops, raided in the countries ^hich they had fubdued, to 
join them. Accordingly they fentj not immediately, but 
the following .year, ten thoufand Burgundians, fubdued by 
them a few years before^ wdio, upon their enteiing Italy, 
declared, purfuant to their private inftructions, that they 
came as volunteers, without even alking leave of the kings 
of the Franks, to whom they paid no regard *. Thus early 
the Franks began to fport with the mod folemn treaties. 


11 Procop. lib. i. cap. 15. 
cap. r*. 
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and elude them with quibbles and equivocations, as their 
defendants are welt known to do *t this day 

Vitiges was no fooner joined by Manias’ and the trnnnc rv 
returned from Gaul, that, he began his march to Remind 
purfued it with great expedition, .not attempting to reduce K3me • 
a?,y of the towns on the road, which, he kj.cw, were well 
provided and fortified. Behtarius, befog informed of his 
march, di(patched meflenger* to Conftantianus inTufeanv 
and to. Lciias, the vjoth, but of the emperor’s party in 
Umbria,_ ordering thqpi to join him with all poffible expe¬ 
dition with the troops under them command ; for his army 
ton hired only of five thoufand men, the v ft bcin^ em 

ployed ip garrifoning the many towns that had fubmitted. 

At*the tame time he wrote to the emperor, ifhquaintieg 
him with the danger he was in, and pro ding him to fend 
into Italy, without iofs of time, the neceil'ary l^mhes. Con- 
flantianus joined him, purfuant to his orders, and loon after 
Bellas, who, falling in with part of ihc enemy’s vanguard 
killed a confiderable numbcR and pm the reft to flight. Bel 

hiarius l*)d built a fort upon a bridge*about a mile from 

Rome, and plated a ftrong g.u rifon in it, to dilpute the paf- 
fa^e with tri^jetiemy : but the garrifon, leizcd with a panic 
at the approach of fo numerous an army, abandoned their 
poft in the night, and fled into Campania ; fo that Vitwcs 
early next morning palled over great part of his army, a & nd 
marched on, without oppofitiofi, till he was met by ifelifa- 
rius, who, knowing nothing of what had happened, came 
very early, attended by a thoufand horfe, to view the 
ground near the bridge. lie was greatly furprifed, when 
he beheld the enemy advancing in order againfl him. 
However, left he fliould heighten their courage by his flight abloc^, 
or retreat, he flood his ground, and received the enemy at en.ountn- 
the-head of his fmail body, e.xpofing himfelf, without his 
tifual prudence and diferetion, to the greateft dangers. htm an<i 
Had he been killed, Rome muft have fallen ; and therefore HJ I uniu ’ 
he is dtfervedly blamed for thus expofmg his <jwn ptrfon, 
fmee on him the fafety of all depended ; but this perhaps 
is the only occalion, oi? which his coikIum favoured of rafti- 
nefs and temerity. Being knowq by fome fugitives, they 
all aimed at him alone 5 a circumftance which made his 
own men the more folicitous to defend him : fo that the 
whole conteft was, for fome time, about his perfon. At 
laft the Goths were driven back to their camp, which the 
Romans attempted to force; but they met with fuch a vi¬ 
gorous refiftance, that they foon abandoned the enterpiize, 
and retired with precipitation to a neighbouring eminence, 
whence they were forced by the enemy, put to flight, and 

purfued 
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purfued to the very gates of the city. Here they were in 
-greater danger than over; fqr thofe‘\vithin, fearing the 
enemy fhould, in that‘'confufion, enter with them, refuted 
to pdmit them. The general himfelf cried out earneftly, 
telling them who he was, and' commanding them to open 
the gates; but as they had been informed by thofe who 
firth lied that he \yas tlain, and they could not dillinguilh 
liiTn, his face being»covered with blood and dull, they gave 
no attention to what he faid. In this extremity, having en¬ 
couraged his men, who were now,driven into a narrow 
com pa fa, to make a lad effort, lie put himfelf at their head, 
and attacked,the enemy with fuch fuiy, that the Goths, 
imagining frefli troops were {allying out upon them, began 
to give ground, -and being vigorously purfued by ^elifaifus, 
retired to their camp. Upon their retreat, Belifarius, not 
thinking j^'advifeable to purfue them, entered the city, 
where he was received with loud acclamations. 

Rente h- A few days after this Ikirmifh, Vitiges, approaching the 
Jewett !>y city, invefted it on all fides; Snd, in order to diftrefs the 

?>“&“• garrifon and inhabitants for want of water, ordered the 

aqueducts, which had been built by the Homan emperors 
at an immenfe charge, to he deftroyed. On the other 
hand, Belifarius omitted nothing for the defence of the city; 
the ufelefs multitude he fent out; took care to have thofe 
who remained fupplied with all ‘ncceffaries ; to prevent tu¬ 
mults, he lilted a great nurfiber of artificers, who, together 
with his foldiers, were to watch night and day on the ram¬ 
parts} he placed Moors in the night, with dogs, round the 
ditch, to give the alarm when the enemy approached ; and 
fortified the aqueducts where they opened into the city. 
The citizens of Rome, concluding from thele circum- 
ftnnces that Bclif.uiur, was rcfolvcd to defend the city to the 
laft extremity, began to aflemble in a tumultuous manner, 
and'rail at the general as one, who, without the lea ft regard 
to the public calamities, was obltinately bent upon defend¬ 
ing a placq. altogether untenable^ Vitiges, being acquainted 
with the difeontent and complaints of the citizens, he, in 
order toheigbteiirthem,and diive the inhabitants, if polfible, 
to open rebellion, difpatphed ambaffadors to the fenate, af- 
ftiring them of his favour and prote£lion, and at the fame 
time offering a fafe retreat to Belifarius. 

The fenate and people would have willingly hearkened to 
the king’s propofals; but being awed by the prefence of 
Belifarius, they dared not expreis their real fentiments; fo 
that the ambaffadors were difmiffed without an anfwer. 

. Hereupon Vitiges refolved to purfue the fiege with the ut- - 
moft vigour ; and even in the courfe of it, {hewed himfelf 

an ’ 
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nn able commander both in contriving bis military en- 
gmes, and difpohn^the attacks. Belifaryis made a no left 
vigorous defence, repulfing the enefciy in them repeated at l 
tacks, and fallying frequently out upon than with fuel, fuc- 
cefs, that, in feven months, ' - - 1 
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above forty thou!and mm; a lots which provoke.1 and in- 
cenfed him to fuch a degree, that he capfed the Roman fe 
nators to be maffacred, whqpi, in the beginning of fhe 
war he had carried to Ravenna In the mean time a final], 
but feafonable, fupply pf fixteen hundred hoTfe anived from 
.he emperor, confiding-of Hunns, Sclavonics, and Ante, 
dwelling beyound the Danube. *As thefe ware all archer 
on horfebaclt, they did great execution ; for we are told 
th;*t, inrfhree falltes, under the conduct «f Belifarius and 
their two leaders Martinus and Valerianus, they killed 
about four thoufand Goths. ' 
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The Romans, elated with this fuocefr, were Tor putting 
the whole to the ilTue of a genctaf engagement. Tin-, Pep 
Belifarius oppofed with all* the aiguments his reafon m l 
long expedience could fugged; but he Vas forced, by the 
importunities bfri 4 of the foliiiers and citizens, to gntd'y 
th*m, and Vafiurc a battle. Having, therefore, evhoited 
them to render fuccefsful, by their valour, that (eheme, 
which he had been forced upon by their temerity, he 
marched out with his fmall army, and fell upon the Goths 
with fuch refoJution, that the* Romans at ilr/k promifed 
themfelves certain viftory; but being in the end over- Tte R 
powered with numbers, they wi re obliged to betake them- mans, ' 
helves to a piecipitate flight. The Romans loll on this OC_ hamirift 
cafion fever.il brave officers, among the relt Principles and 
Tarmutus, of whom the former was killed in the field of 
battle ; and the latter, being rcicued out of the enemy’s 
hands by his biotlier Limes, and carried by bis men into rle,»r f d t . 
the city on a target, died two days after of his wounds, jttutd. 
The Romans, now fatisfied with their own experience, that 
it was not fafe to engage the enemy’s whole,army, con¬ 
tented themfelves with fallying out in final! parties, in 
which fallics they word generally attended with fucccfs. 

In the mean time Belifarius received advice, that a flip- 
ply of money to pay the army was already landed in Italy. 

In order, therefore, to facilitate the conveyance of it into 
the city, he marched out at the head of his army, as if he 
defigned to tty the fortune of a fecond battle. The Goths, 
being of that opinion, united into one body, and abandoned 
the place, through which he had appointed the treafure and 
its convoy to pals ; by which means it was brought fafe into 
the city. By this ftratagem one evil was fuccefsfully re¬ 
moved } 
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moved ; but the befieged laboured under others more fatal 
and pernicious, a famine and a piastre, which made a 
dreadful havbckfh the^ity; infomuch that the citizens, no 
longer able to bear their caiamities^nd misfortunes, would 
havfc forced the Roman genera] to venture a fecond battle, 
had he not, with great Confidence, allured them, that Jje 
daily expected' large fupplies from the emperor; that a 
reat army was in full march to join them ; that a power¬ 
ful fleet was already arrived, fuch a fleet as no Roman eye 
had ever beheld; for it covered the fhores of Campania 
and the Ionian gulph. To give wdight and authority to 
what he faid, he difpatchevl l’rocopius the hiftorian to Na¬ 
ples, with ordfcrs to head the troops, which he pretended weie 
already arrived iiy that city : and indeed a confidetable fupjrly 
did at length arrive at Naples, at Otranto, and otfier ports, 
confiding oGyhrce thoufand Ifaurians, tight hundred Thra¬ 
cian horfe^and thirteen hundred horfe of other nations. 
Thefe, in their march tkrough Campania, were joined by 
five hundred men newly railed.ui that country, and march¬ 
ing clofe to theThore, arrived at Oftia ; whence they 
marched to Rome, which they entered by . the (.'Ilian gate, 
while the enemy’s forces were employed again/' Belifarius, 
who had fallied out with the greateft part ot ‘hit garrifotf at 
the Flamiuian gate, on the oppofite fide of the city, to give 
his fupplies an opportunity of entering without lofs or op- 
pofition. , 

’The Goths, hearing of the arrival of thefe troops, and 
their numbers being faid to be far greater than they really 
were, began to defpair of ever being able to reduce the 
city, efpecially as they laboured under as great hardfliips as 
the befieged themfelves, the famine and plague making a 
dreadful havock in their army, which was now greatly re¬ 
duced. They therefore began to think of abandoning the 
enterprize, and retreating upon the beft terms they could 
obtain. Accordingly, they fent three deputies into the 
city to treat with Belifarius 5 but all they could obtain 
was a ceffStion of arms for three months, during which 
time they might Tend ambafiador* to the emperor, who 
fhould be allowed to return home unmolefted, even after 
the expiration of the trtice. No farther mention is made 
of the ambafiadors 5 but as the fiege was continued after 
the expiration of the truce, it is plain from thence that 
they did not fucceed in their negotiations at Conftantinople, 
During the truce, Belifarius fent out of Rome as many 
of his forces as he could fpare, under the command of 
John, an officer of great experience, with orders to inter¬ 
cept the enemy’s convoys as foon as the truce fhould be ex- 
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pired, and attempt fuch places as they thought they could 
reduce without greartofs. Thefe, enterin^Picynum, which 
fupplied the army before Rome witlt*provifions, ravaged that 
province with fire and*fword ; and approaching Rimjni, 
killed Ulitheus, uncle* to Vitige#, and made themfclves 
nfa Iters of that city. Vitiges had, in the m^an time, made Rimini 
feveral attempts upon Rome ; but though all his efforts, and taler, by 
the many ftratagems he prattjfed, werodefeated by Btlifa- 
rius, he ftill purfued the fiege with great obftinacy, till ma '“' 
news were brought hiip of the redu£tion ofltimini; which 
alarmed him to fuch a degree, as that city was but a day’s Vr. of Fi, 
journey from Ravenna, that he immediately .broke up the 
Viece, aft^r it had lailed a year and nine,days, and by day- ' ' 53<t ' 

bre«k reared in good order. Belifarius did not'lcttlipfo ^ je 
favourable an opportunity of annoying the enemy ; but raye M* 
falling upon their rear as they were paffing fridge on pye ^ 
the Tiber, cut great numbers in pieces, while others, ilruck t'off. 
with a panic, threw themfclves into the river, and were 
drowned k . _ * , 

From Saime Vitiges marched dircelly to Rimini, being 
rcfolvcd, at afrfcMtnts, to force that important place out ol 
thcaenemyW^ds. Belifarius, not doubting but that was 
his defign, took care to provide the place witn {applies of 
every kind, difpatching lldegcr and Martinus with;, thnu- 
fand horfe, and ordering them to draw the foot out of An¬ 
cona, and march with them to* Rimini. His orders wore 
executed with fuch expedition, that Vitiges, on his arrival, 
found the town in a condition to hold out for a iong time. 
However, he inverted it on all fides, and began to batter it ft/ire, 
with a great number of engines; but being rcpulfcd with 
great lofs in feveral attacks, be refolved to reduce it by la- 
mine. Belifarius, in order to make a powerful diver (.on, 
font a ftrong detachment, under the condua of Mundilas, 
to furprife Milan ; which he took without oppofition, and, The Re- 
in a fhort time, conquered all Liguria, the enemy s forces 
being employed before Rimjni. Vitiges, hearing that i- 
lan had fallen into the enemy’s hands, difpatched Uraia, 
his filter's fon, at the head of a ftrong dotachmcnt, to re¬ 
cover that important place, and tbye reft of Liguria. Uraia, 
being joined by the ten thoufand Burgundians, of whom we 
have fpoken already, fent by Theodebert, king of the I* ranks, 
laid clofe fiege to Milan, and in a Ihort time reduced it to 

the laft extremity. , „ - . • 

While Vitiges was thus bufied in the fiege of Rimini, 
and Uraia in that of Milan, Belifarius, leaving a fmall gar- 
k Procop. Bell. Goth. lib. i. cap. 17—* 9 > & bb- ii. cap. t—. o. Jorn. 
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rifon in Rome, marched towards the former place, with a 
defign to cut off the communication between the Goths be¬ 
fore Rimini‘and thofe m Auximum, now Olimo, a ftrong 
town which they pofiefied. On }iis march he made him- 
feli matter of Tudera and Clu/ium j- and at the latter place 
Narfes ar • received intelligence, that the celebrated Narfes was arrived 
Tidy with fr° m Conftantinople in Picenum, with a reinforcement of 
frejh fup- fi'fe thoufand Romans, and two thoufand Heruli. They 
flies. were all commanded by Narks, and, under him, the Ro¬ 
mans by Juftirt, the general of Illyricum, and by Naths 
the Armenian. The Heruli were headed by three of their 
countrymen,Vifigandus, Aioethes, and Phanatlicus. Upon 
this intelligence, Belifarius marched into Picenum, and the 
two armies joinexf at Firmum, now Fermo, where a ccjur,- 
cil of war was held, whetcin they deliberated, whether it 
was moft^i/vpedietit for the emperor’s fcrvice to befiege 
Auximum, or relieve Rimini. ' If they marched to Rimini, 
Belifarius apprehended, 11 that the enemy from Auximum 
would hands and lay waile the‘neighbouring country, which 
had fubmitted to the Romans. On the other hand, it was 
thought unreafonable to fuller the befisgx’i r.Vperifh for 
want of affiliance. As Narfes had a giyjVhiCindncfs for 
John, who was Quit up in the place, he cabikitly prefled 
Belifarius to deliver him from the imminent danger both he 
and the garrifon were in. Belifarius at firft refufed to 
comply with his requeft; but a meffenger feafonably arriv¬ 
ing with letters from John, wherein he declared, that unkfs 
he was relieved in feven days, he Ihould be obliged to fur- 
render, Belifarius agreed to march to his relief. Having, 
therefore, left a thoufand men at Firmum, under the com¬ 
mand of Aratlus, to awe the garrifon of Auximum, be di¬ 
vided his army into three bodies, whereof one was em¬ 
barked in a gieat number of veffels, another marched along 
the fliore under the conduct of Martinus, and the third was 
conducted by Belifarius himfelf, and by Narfes, over the 
Rimini re- mountain^. This divifion of the forces had the defired ef- 
htutU. fe£t; for Vitiges, feeing a gi’eat fleet appear, and at the 
fame time two ^ftnies, which, from the many fires they 
made in the night, he concluded to be very numerous, raifed 
the liege, and fled in fuch bafte, that the greateft part of 
the baggage was left behind. The confufion of the Goths 
was fo great,, that had not the garrifon been rendered ex¬ 
tremely feeble for want of fuftenance, they might have eafily 
cut them off in their diforderly retreat, and at once ter¬ 
minated the war *. 


1 Procop. lib. ii. cap. 10 — 13. 
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After this fucdtfg, jealoufies began to a rife between Be¬ 
lifarius and Narfcs, which were carried *to foch a height 
that the latter, refufing to obey the former, required that 
the army might be diyiTled. that each of them might Am- 1 
111 and a feparate body, and a& independently of one an¬ 
other,, it being reafonable that they fliould 'both h„ve their 
fliare in the glory of conquering Italy,* and reuniting is to 
the empire. This demand gave great’uueadnefs to Belila- 
rius, who apprehending that the fcparatisig of the army 
might prove very prejudicial to the emperor’s fe.vice, al¬ 
leged many reafons againft it; but finding Narfcs ohdinate, 
he produced the emperor’s letter, wherein*Jiiltuiiau de- 
clarcd, t.*at he had not font Narlcs nuts Italy try command 
th? a rmj, but to l'erve under lielifarius, and, with the red 
of the officers, to obey and execute his oidetain all things 
relating to his fervice, and the wclfaie of the Narfcs, 

laying hold of the lad words of the letter, endeavoured to 
prove, that what Belifarius jiropoled was repugnant to the 
good of the date, and conlequently tUit he was not ob¬ 
liged to o%.±is. ordets. 

This anirJoGty'between the two generals caufed fuch a 
di-flfion in tb,claimy, that Belifarius having undertaken the 
fiege of Urbinum, John, with fevcral of the chief officers, 
and great part of the forces, encamped at a didancc from 
him, and before he began to,hatter the place, withdrew 
with Narfcs in the night, and returned to Rimini. How¬ 
ever, Belifarius, thinking he could reduce the place with¬ 
out them, prepared for an affirult ■, but as he was marching 
up to the walls, the bclieged, to the great furprize of the 
Romans, defired to capitulate, and, upon promife of in¬ 
demnity, opened their gates, and fubmiited. This, unex¬ 
pected fubmiffion was owing to their want of water ; for 
the only fountain the Goths had in the city luddcniy failed, 
which unforefeen accident obliged them to accede ro the 
bed terms they could obtain. Narfcs, who lay idle at 
Rimini, greatly furprifed aS*tbis fudden fuccefs,* and confi- 
dering the reduction oj the place as a reflection upon hun¬ 
fed f (for he had been perfuaded by John* that it was im¬ 
pregnable}, in order to redeem Ifis icputation, dilpatched 
John, with part of the forces that had followed him, againft 
the city of Ctefena ; but the j^rrifon making a vigorous 
reGdance, John, retiring from before it in the night, fur¬ 
prifed Forum Corneli.i, now Imola, and by degrees reduced 
all aEmilia, the Goths, difpirited with fo many lodes, not 
daring to venture an engagement, from Urbinum Belifa¬ 
rius marched to Urbiventum, at a fmall didance from 
Rome. As the place was well fortified, and defended by % 
Vo l. XVII. D d nume- 
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numerous garrifon, under the command of Albilas, an 
officer of gr.eat .reputation among thft Goths, Belifarius, 
after feveral unfuccefsful attacks, turned the fiege into a 
blockade, with a defign to reduceptby famine; which he 
did accordingly, after tl^e befiviged "had for fome time fed 
upon grafs, and fkins foaked in water. And now the fea- 
fon being far advanced, both Belifarius and Narfes retired 
with their refpeclive corps to,winter-quarters m . 

During this time Milan was clofely befieged by the Goths 
and Burgundians. Mundilas, who commanded in the 
town, acquainted Belifarius with the deplorable condition 
to which the,city was reduced, who ordered Martinus and 
Uliaris to march with a conliderable body to their relief; 
but thefe*'two generals, advancing as far as th^ Po,*en- 
camped on the banks of that river, and, though earneftly 
foliciter^^ijXheir diftreffed friends to halien to their affift- 
ance, continued there, exculing themfclvcs to Belifarius, 
and pretending that the Goths and Burgundians in Liguria 
being too ftrong for them, thiy could not proceed farther, 
till they were joined by moie forces. Upon ttys receipt of 
this letter, Belifarius ordered John and Jitflir fio join them 
with all expedition ; an order which theyd'^ifed to qjbey, 
till they received the like from Narfes; to wwm Belifarius 
immediately wrote on that fubjedt, defiring that the public 
might not fuffer by their private contention. Natfes, con¬ 
vinced of the reafonablcndfs of this remonftrance, wrote to 
John, commanding him to obey the general’s orders ; but 
during thefe delays, the Romans in Milan being reduced 
by famine to the lall extremity, Mundilas was forced by bis 
own men to accept’ the terms offered by the Goths, who 
promifed that the garrifon Ihould retire unmoiefted. 

Thus was Milan furrendcred to the enemy, who, in 
breach of the articles agreed on, made Mundilas and the gar¬ 
rifon prifoners of war, demolifhed the city, put all to the 
fword who were-ablc to bear arms, to the number of three 
hundred thoufand, and, making the women Haves, bellowed 
them as a reward on the Burgundians. Reparatus, a prefect, 
and an officer eV great diftindlioit, was cut in pieces, and 
his mangled»body thrown to the dogs. Bergantinus, with 
a few more, efcaped ; and, palling through Venetia and 
Dalmatia, brought the melancholy news of this difafter to 
the empeiot at Conllantinople. Martinus and Uliaris re¬ 
turned with lhame and difgrace to Rome, while the Goths, 
encouraged by this fucccfs, purlucd their good fortune, and 
reduced all Ligutia. Belifarius acquainted the emperor 

Jrocop, lib. ii. cap. 13, 14. 
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with what had pafTed, who, afcribing the lofs of Milan to 
the difagreement between him and Narfe», reealled the lat¬ 
ter, and confirmed the former in the fupreme command, 
which he had conferied»upon him in the beginning of the 
war The recalling of NaWes whs a great difappointment 
tet Vitiges, who had promifed himfclf many advantages from 
the difagreement of the generals ; but finding his hopes de¬ 
feated, and concluding, from the preparations Belifarius 
was making during the winter, that he intended to march 
againft him early in the fpring with all his forces, and be- 
fiege him in Ravenna itfelf, he vyas greatly perplexed what 
meafures be fhould take to avert !he impending ftorm, or 
to whom be fhould recur for afiiftancc. He kpew there 
waS*no depending upon the Franks, by whom he had been 
lately deceived, and who, he was convinced, ^fould, under 
fome pretence or other, elude the moil folcmn'cwatics and 
engagements. , 

He therefore had recourfe to Vacis, or Varis, king of the 
Lombards, whom he endeavoured to intgreft in his behalf 
with the oFyr of a large fum; but finding him unalterably 
fteady to thetjalnuhte he had lately concluded with the em¬ 
peror, he waij tdvifed to fend ambaffadors to Chofrhoes, 
king of PerfiS, to perfuade that prince to invade the Roman 
territories. Such an enemy would have made a powerful 
diverfion, and obliged the eVnpcror to lay afide all thoughts 
of extending his dominions in th'e Weft, fince the fecurify 
and defence of the eaftern provinces were of far greater con- 
fequence both to his interefl and reputation. Vitiges, 
pleafed with this advice, found two Ligurian priefts, who 
undertook and performed the journey to the Perfian court. 
They even perfuaded Cofrhoes to declare war againft the 
empire, by remonftrating that, if he continued inactive, and 
fathered the Cloths to be destroyed, and Italy reunited to 
the empire, the Romans, by that acceftion, would recover 
their ancient "power, which they would not fail to employ 
againft him, being (till excite*! by the fame ambithrn which 
had proved fo fatal to his predeceflbrs. \£itiges was over¬ 
joyed when, upon the return of the envoys? he underltood 
that Cofrhoes was refolved upon a «upture. * 

However, he received no great advantage from it; for, 
though it put a ftop to the progrefs of the emperor s arms 
in Italy, and obliged him to recall Belifarius, this did not 
happen till the unhappy Vitiges was taken prifoner, and al- 
moft all Italy brought under fubjedtion to the emperor: for 
belifarius, purfuing the war with great vigour while Vitiges 
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was negotiating tyith the Perfian court,* fat down with ele¬ 
ven thoufand men befo»e Auximum, the metropolis of Pi. 
cenptn, and at the fame time fent a t llrong detachment, un¬ 
der the command of Cyprian,«■ one‘of his lieutenants, to 
reduce lhefultc.. The conqucft of thefe places would ha tic 
opened a paflage to,Ravenna, whither he intended to follow 
Vitiges, who had Retired to .that city from Rimini. As 
Auximum was ftrong by its Situation on a high and fteep 
hill, and defended by a numerous jprrifon, it made a vi¬ 
gorous defence ; but Btlifarius allowing the befieged no re¬ 
spite, they \taye, after fame time, reduced to fuch diftrefs, 
that they difpatched mefl’engers to Vitiges, threatening to 
furrender,' unlefs they were fpeedily relieved : upon wlj,ich 
the king difpatched Uraia, with a ftrong body of Goths, to 
their affijta>»c'e, affuring them that, in a Ihort time, he him- 
felf would follow with his whole army. Uraia, having 
palled the Po,. advancecf into the neighbourhood of Auxi¬ 
mum ; but, finding all the avtnues to the city ftrongly fe- 
cured, he encamped at the diftance of feven mints from the 
Romans. 

In the mean time the treacherous Franks* thinking jjoth 
nations fufficiently weakened by their mutudi boftilities, re- 
folved to attack both, and decide the quarrel, by feizing on 
the country for which they difputcd. Accordingly Theo- 
debert, unmindful of the toaths he had taken both to the 
Romans and Goths, palled the Alps at the head of a hun¬ 
dred and fifty thoufand men, and entered Liguria. As no 
hoftilities were committed by them on the ir march through 
that country, the Goths concluded that they were coming 
to their alliftance, and therefore fupplied them with all the 
provitions they could fpare. Thus they palled the Po with¬ 
out oppofition, and, having fecured the bridge, marched 
immediately to the place where a body of Goths were en¬ 
camped, who, treating them as friends, admitted them into 
their intr«ncbments: but they were foon convinced of their 
miftake ; for the Franks, falling upon them by furprize, 
drove them witta great daughter frotn their camp, and feized 
on their baggage and pjpvifions. A body of Romans, that 
lay at a fmnll diftance from the Goths, under the command 
of John and Martinus, obferving the fudden flight of the 
Goths, and concluding that they had been defeated by Pc* 
lifariils, flew to join him, when the Franks, falling fud- 
denly upon them, defeated them, as they had done the 
Goths. As the Romans were not able, in that confufon, 
to recover their camp, they fled into Tufcany, and difpatch¬ 
ed a mellenger to Belifarius with an account of their mii 
fortune. The Franks, thus become mailers of both camps, 

found 



4°5 


Oflrogoths in Italy* 

found in thwa a great quantity of provifions, and a confi- 
derable booty ; but«he provifions being foon confumed by 
their numerous army, and the country round entirely ex- 
haufted, they were forced, by the famine that began to rage 
among them, and theMifeafcs that were occafioncd by thar 
unwholefome food, to refign all thoughts of advancing far¬ 
ther into the country, or making any # conque(ls in Italy. 
At the fame time Belifarius % fearing tjie Franks might* at 
laft be perfuaded by the Goths to join them, wrote to i hco- 
debert, expoftulating with him in a friendly manner for his 
breach of faith, and telling him, that the emperor’s affairs 
were not in fuch a defperate coalition, as jo render hint 
incapable of refenting, in due time, inl'ults of this nature, 
'i'ltfodelj^rt, moved with this letter, but’more with the op¬ 
probrious language of his men, who openlv reviled him 
for fuffering them to Itarve in a barren and mjjjpverifhed 
country, decamped with thofe who were able to march ; 
and paffing through Liguria, where die delVroycd Genoa, and 
feveral other places, returned home loaded with booty 

All this* time the two garrifons of AuSimum and Fefulae 
held out wiyh Vendible refolution. The former, being re¬ 
duced to the .'t mo ft extremity, refolved once more to lbli- 
cit the king -fof relief ; but not being able to fend any mef- 
fenger out of the town, which was clofely invefted on all 
/ides, they corrupted with*a large fum a foldier in the Ro* 
man army, who was placed nehr the walls, to prevent the 
inhabitants from cutting the grafs that grew there, the only 
food they now had, to carry a letter to the king, wherein 
they acquainted him with the condition to which they 
were reduced. The king replied, that, without fail, they 
fhould be relieved in a few days; and, with foothing words, 
encouraged them to bear only a little while longer their 
hardfhips, which he might call his own, fince he lelt them 
no lets than they. The befieged were fo encouraged with 
this anfwer, that they rejected all the offers made by Bclr- 
farius : but finding the king did not come to tjieir relief, 
they difpatched the fame foldier to him a fecond time, ac¬ 
quainting him, that uidefs they were relived m five days, 
they ftiould be obliged to furrend^r. The king replied as 
he had done before, giving them hopes of fpeedy ailiiuncc. 
Belifarius in the mean time, who was well acquainted with 
the mifery to which they were reduced, in order to dilcovcr 
what encouraged them to defend themfelves with io muc 
•obftinacy, appointed fomc of his men to watch thole, w o 

4 Procop. lib. ii. cap. 25. Greg. Tur. Hill. lib. iii. cap. 3 4, Mar. 
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came out of the town to gather grafs, a»,d iu take, if pof- 
fible, fome qf them prifoners. They had the good fortune 
to furprife one, who, sbeing brought before the general, 
coqfefied, that, by means of one of his men, they had cor- 
refponded with the king, who’had allured them, that they 
{hould be fpeedily relieved. In confequence of this infor¬ 
mation the foldier,, named Barcenfiris, by nation a Beffian, 
was feized, and, upon confeffing the fa£f, delivered up to 
be punilhed by t his countrymen, who condemned him to be 
burnt alive. Belifarius, finding them Hill obftinate, marched 
in perfon, at the head of aitrong detachment, to demolilh 
an aqueduct, r which was«near the walls, and fupplied them 
with water. The befieged, Tallying out to defend, it, though 
quite fpedt with famine and hardlhips, made grej't hafock 
of his troop^ ; but were, after a moft obftinate difpute, 
driven into the city. On this occafion Belifarius was 
in imminent danger of his life; but one of his guards faved 
him with the lofs of nis own hand. After all, the Ro¬ 
mans found the aquedudt fo itrongly built, that they could 
not by any means deftroy it; but Belifarius cjhfed all the 
fprings to be poifoned, hoping, by thisdnfanihus meafure, 

, to oblige them to furrender p. ' t 

Titfuldt The garrifon in Fiefulte held out againft Cyfsrian with no 
furrenderu J e f s obftinacy ; but in the end, defpairing of relief, furren- 
dered upon terms. Cyprian, leaving part of his army in the 
town, with the reft brought the inhabitants before Auxi- 
mum, where Belifarius exhibited them to the befieged, 
who, concluding from the furicnder of that place, that the 
king was incapable of relieving them, defired to capitulate, 
offering to deliver up the town, on condition they might en¬ 
joy their lives and effects. This demand the general was 
inclined to grant; but fhe foldiers oppofed it, declaring, that 
the wealth of the city was the due reward of their wounds, 
and the many toils and dangers they had undeigone in the 
and at lafl f ]e g e . At length it was agreed on both fides, that the 
Auximum. f 0 ]jj ers flio U ]j have one half*, and that the other Ibould be 
fccurcd to the inhabitants, who were to take an oath of al¬ 
legiance to the »mperor. Upon tHtefe terms the gates were 
opened to the Romans, who took poffeffion of the city in 
the emperor’s name t. 

‘* Ravenna Belifarius did not continue long at Auximum; but 
befitted by marc hed from thence with his whole army to Ravenna, 
Bt/ifarius■ w p,j c }, }, e inverted on all fides, both by fea and land, to pre¬ 
vent the importation of provifions. The place was defended 
by a very numerous garrifon, commanded by the king in 

p J’rocop. fib, ii. cap. 27. *> Idem ibid. 
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pcrfon, whU**srt*ted all his courage and fkill in the defence 
of the metropolis <JF his kingdom ; but Beiifyrius purfuing 
the fiege with incredible vigour, anil great fucccfs, the kings 
of the Franks, efpeciaily Theodebert, alarmed at the.pro- 
grefs of the emperor’s*arms*, and«not doubting but, if Italy 
were united again to the empire, he would fall next upon 
them, offered to affiil Vitiges with an army of five hundred 
thoufand men, on condition he would fhaie the country 
with them Belifarius, informed of this negotiation, in. 
order to defeat the argbttious views of the Franks, fent am- 
baffadors to Vitiges, to remind hint of the perfidy of the 
Franks, of which he had feen a" very frefh iwftuncc, and to 
afl'ure hiijt, that the emperor, on whoya he mi^ht depend, 
w*s rea^y to grant him very honourable itrms. The king, 
by the advice of the great men about him, rejected thepro- 
pofals of the Franks, and appeared inclinable come to 
an agreement with the emperor. % In the mean time Belifa¬ 
rius, to bring the king to his own terms, bribed a citizen of 
Ravenna to fet fire to a magazine of corn, which was the 
chief dependence of the befieged. Tin’s was done with 
fuch fecreo , rtial*they knew not whether they ought to ins¬ 
pire it to chance, or to defign. 1 hey began to diitrult each 
other, and fonae to conclude, that Heaven itfelf fought 
againll them. At the fame time Belifarius detached Tho- 
ma» with a body of troops’ againft the Goths inhabiting the 
Aipcs Cottix, who, at his approach, fubmitted, with Sifters 
their leader. Of this circumltance Uraia receiving intelli¬ 
gence while on his march to the relief of Ilavenna with four 
thoufand men, he changed his refolution, and went to at¬ 
tack Thomas, hoping to furprife him ; but John and Mar- 
tinus, who lay encamped cn the banks of the I o, fulpect- 
ing his defign, marched againft him, and obliged lum to 
retire into Liguiia, where he continued, expecting better 

fortune. , , _ , , , 

Vitiges, upon his rejecting the offers of the Franks, had 
difpatched ambaffadors to jConftantinople, to •conclude a 
peace with the emperor upon the beft teyms they cou o 
tain. On their returfi with two fenatoi*, Domnucus and 
Maximinus, fent by Juftinian to conclude a peace upon the 
following terms; that the country beyond the I o, with 
refpect to Rome, fliould remain to the Goths ; but that rhe 
reft of Italy Ihould be ceded to the emperor ; and the royal 
treafure of the Goths fhould be equally divided between 
him and the king. Thefe conditions Vitiges and the Goths 
embraced with much joy; for they were alrea y re 
to great nailery: but Belifarius, incenfed that e iou t 
thus bereft of the glory offending the war, and “'T” 
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Vitiges captive to Conftantinople, perempCii’.j 'refufed to 
fign the treaty, aqd purfucd the fiege 1 with more vigour 
than ever, without regarding the complaints of his officers 
and Joldiersj who were quite exharifted with the length 
and hardffiips of the fervipe : he only obliged fuch of the 
officers, as were of opinion that the town could not bs 
taken, to exprefs wlyat they faid in writing, that they might 
not'deny it afterwards. , 

The great men among the Goths, finding that Belifa- 
rius refufed to obey the inftnnftions lie had received from 
Conftantinople, and to fign the treaty, concluded, that he 
defigned to rcv;olt from the emperor, and conquer Italy for 
himfclf. On the other hand, being weary of Vitiges, and 
unwilling tb fubn.it to Juftinian, who, they apprqhendwd, 
would tranfpl^nt them into Thrace, or fomc other barren 
country, tjjgy privately agreed among ihemfelves to declare 
Belifarius emperor of the Welt; and accordingly difpalched 
a mcfleiiger, alluring him, that they were ready to fwear 
allegiance to him. Belifarius ‘abhorred in his heart the 
name of traitor; but ncvcrihelefs, to forward the'furrender 
of .the city, and finifi: the war, he.prete«de<1"^) accept of 
the offer, after having acquainted the chief officers of ihe 
army with all that palled, left they ffiouid imagine, that he 
really defigned to ufurp the kingdom of Italy. 

In the mean time Vifigcs, having difeovered the plot, and 
finding himfelf not in a condition to defeat it, commended 
the reiblution of the Goths, and even wrote to Belifarius, 
encouraging him to affume the title of king, alluring him 
of'his affillancc. Belifarius preding the Goths to perform 
their promife, ambafladors were difpatched from the chief 
men of the Gothic nation, requiring him, before they ac- 
knowleged him for their king, to fwear, that he would 
treat the Goths with humanity, and maintain them in the 
enjoyment of all their ancient rights and privileges. This 
oath Belifarius took, and was thereupon proclaimed king 
of Italy, and admitted into Ravenna,, He behaved with 
great moderation towards the Goths in the city, not fuffer- 
ing his foldiers toudo them the leaftMnjury ; but feized on 
.the royal treafure, and /ecured the perfon of the king. 
The Roman army, when it entered Ravenna, appeared lo 
inconfiderable, that the Gothic women could not forbear 
/pitting in their hufbands faces, and reviling them as cow- 
ards r . 

In the mean time Cofrhoes invading the Roman domi¬ 
nions in the Raft with a powerful army, Juftinian fent for 
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Belifarius 



OJlrogoths in Italy* 

Belifarius'Sj'TuJiB'vpon him the management of the Perfian 
war, which he thoRght of much more confjpqtience thin 
the other. It was believed that! the jealoufy, which, 
at the mitigation of theacourt fycophants, the emperor.be- 
gan to entertain of Cefifariift, induced him to recall this ge¬ 
neral.’ Procopius writes, that he was acctiled to the em¬ 
peror by the other generals of afpiring to the fovereignt^of 
Italy ; that the emperor gar* no credit*to fuch calumnies; 
but ncvcrthelefs recalled him, becaufe he panted a general 
of his abilities to conduct the Perfian war. Be that as it 
may, Belifarius, in compliance with the emperor’s orders, 
began to prepare for his departure, ro the great furprize of 
the Gofhsg who could not perfuade tjjcmfelvcs, that, to 
obi»y the^emperor, he would roliiiquifh a clown. They did 
every thing in their power to divert him frot|i his refolu- 
tion and intended journey, but to no purpofc ; ior Belifa- He return 
rius, inviolably attached to the for vice of his mailer, hav- to Cotiftan- 
ing fettled affairs in Italy, fet out for Conll.mtinople, carry- itntplt 
ing with him Vitiges, and Ins wife Matefuenta, feveral of 
the Golhifi nobility, and the royal trcalure. He was re- 
ceivcd by tb-etnperor without the lead tokens of dillruft, treafuie. 
w!i# neverlhtlefs did not ordain him a triumph, ns he had 
done on his return from the conquefl of Africa. The em¬ 
peror treated Vitiges with all the refpetfl due to his rank, 
and conferred on him the Vlignity of patrician. The king 
died two years after, and, upon his death, JulliniSn 
married Matefuenta to Gcrmanu't, his own nephew. The 
other great men among the Goths, whom Belifarius brought 
with him to Confcantinople, attended that general to the 
Perfian war. It is remarkable, that the emperor caufed 
the royal treafure of the Goths to be expofed to the view of 
the fenate ; but would not fhew it as he had done that which 
Belifarius had brought from Atrica, to the people, fearing 
perhaps to heighten his general’s reputation among the 
multitude, by whom he was already nlmoft adored ’. 

Upon the departure of Boiifarius, the chief nlen among 
the Goths dwelling beyond the Po, in a great alfembly, re- 
fotved to raife one of tlfeir own nation to ftie throne. Ac¬ 
cordingly, they applied firft to Uiraia, the nftphew of Vi¬ 
tiges ; but he, out of refpeft to his uncle, declined the bur¬ 
den ; but at the fame time advifed them to make choice or 
lidebald, at that time governor of Verona, a man of great 
add refs and experience in affairs both civil and military, 
and nephew to Theudis king of the Vifigoths, who, in alt 
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likelihood, would efpoufe his caufe. Tfie £ ot>tfis, pleafed 
with the advice ef Uraia, fent immediately for lldcbald, 
and proclaimed him kiiSg. The new prince undertook, and 
nor without fuccefs, the re-eftabHfhment of the Gothic 
affairs in Italy. He hadat firft no more than a thoufand 
men; but the Goths flocking to him from all parts, an'8 
wi,th them great numbers of difeontented Romans, his army 
in a fhort time amoDnted to a very confiderable body. The 
Romans were incenfed at the conduct of Alexander, who, 
from his clipping the coin, was nicknamed Forticula. He 
had been fent into Italy by, the emperor to (late the accounts 
of the army ;rin which office he enraged both the foldiers 
and officers to fuch a degree, that they became very ill 
affected to the fervice, and great numbers of them; finding 
themfelves defrauded, not only of the rewards they ex- 
pe£ted, hrt even of the pay that was due to them, aban* 
doned the emperor’s feryice, and went over to the Goths. 
Befides, Beflas, John, and Conftantianus, whom Belifa- 
rius had appointed to command the troops in Italy, dis¬ 
agreeing among themfelves, nothing of anv rponient was 
undertaken. * ’ 

However, Vitalis, governor of Venetia, having collected 
fome forces, and taken into the emperor’s pay a confider- 
able body of Heruli, took the field, and marching again!! 
Udebald, met him in the neighbourhood of Tervifium, 
tfhere, in the battle that enfued, mod of Vitalis’s men were 
cut in pieces, and he, with the few that elcaped, obliged 
to fave himfelf by a pretipitate flight. After this viflory 11 - 
debald fubdued the whole province of Venetia ; but he did 
not live long enough to improve his viftory farther; for a 
conteft arifing between his queen and the wife of Uraia, 
the king, giving ear to the complaints of his wife, firft ac- 
cufed Uraia of maintaining a private correfpondence with 
the emperor, and afterwards, with the utmoft treachery 
and ingratitude, caufed him to be murdered. As by the 
murder of fo worthy a man Be Incurred the difpleafure of 
the whole nation, one of his guards, named Vilas, a Ge- 
pid, whom he Rhd offended, refolved to feize this oppor¬ 
tunity to revfenge the injury. Accordingly, while the king 
was one day entertaining the nobility, Vilas gave him fuch 
a blow on the neck with his fword, that his head dropped 
on the table while he held the meat between his fingers'. 

lldcbald being thus difpatched, the leading men among 
the Goths immediately chofe Eraric, a Rugian, to fbcceed 
him. The Rugians were a Gothic nation ; but their tribe 

' Procop. lib. ii. cap- jo. 
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differed in'TOfflfhers and cuftoms from the Oftrogotbsj 
whence the people*and foldiery were witbdifficulty brought 
to acknowlege him for king,'though they knew him to be 
u man of great valour Jnd experience. In the beginning 
of his reign, with the conftffit and approbation of the Goths, 
he difpatched ambaffadors to the emperor, to fue, as he pre¬ 
tended, for a peace, upon the fame t*rms that had tjpen 
formerly offered to Vitiges ? namely, that the Gothsfliould 
retain all the provinces beyond the Po, and the Romans 
pofl'efs the left of Itaty : but the ambaffadors had privatein- 
ftru&ions to acquaint the emperor, that Eraric was ready 
to deliver up Italy to him, upon'condition he would pay a 
certain f«m, and raife him to the dignity of ajiatrician \ 
This private negociation was not known fill after the king’s 
death. However, the Goths, generally difsoritented with 
the government of their new king, refolved to iepofe him, 
and raife another to the throne. , They taft their eyes on 
Totila, nephew to lldebald^a perfon of extraordinary merit, 
who had eminently diftinguiflied himfel/ in war. He com¬ 
manded at that time the Goths in lervifium; and, upon 
intelligence of his uncle’s death, had fent to Conftantianus, 
l nKernor for the emperor in Ravenna, offering, uponaffur- 
ance of indemnity, to deliver up both the place and the 
gar,ifon. Conftantianus accepted the offer, and having 
promifed upon oath to pefform the articles, a day was ap¬ 
pointed for the furrender of the place; but in the mian 
time a mefl'enger from the chief men among the Goths ar¬ 
riving at Tervifium, acquainted Totila with the defign they 
had formed of depofing Eraric, and raffing him to the 
throne. Totila frankly difeovered to them the agreement 
he had made with Conftantianus*, but told them at the 
fame time, that he was willing to accept of their offer, pro¬ 
vided they difpatched Eraric before the day appointed for 
the furrender of the place. Upon the return of the mef- 
fenger the Goths fell immediately upon Eraric, and having 
murdered him after a IhorWeign of five months, with one 
voice declared Totila king". * . _ r .v 

The emperor, informed of the dea * % , f ,f rarlC V n*! 
promotion of Totila, and of the*liftra£kd ftate of affairs 
in Italy, feverely reprimanded his officers, who , 

in that country, aferibing the whole to their *n ° ® R 
bad conduft. Upon this rebuke they affembled in Ka- 
venna, where it was agreed in a council of r Jj 

ffiould be laid to Verona, at that time the c ie ■ 7 
Goths; and, upon the reduction of that place. 
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army fhould march againft Totila, who vw:he head of 
a fmall body in Plenum. Purfuant to this plan, the army, 
confuting of about twelve thoufand men, marched under 
the command of eleven generals, q£ whom Conflantianus 
and Alexander were the ^hief;«and,'arriving in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Verona, encamped within feven miles of the 
city. Marcianus, a, man of great intereft in the country, 
and well a fleeted ten the emperor’s fervice, had engaged a 
citizen of Verona to betray the place. A centinel, privy 
to the plot, was to open one of the gates in the night, and 
admit a party of Romans, who were to fecure the gate, 
till the reft qf the army, arrived. This was a dangerous 
undertaking ; for there was a ftrong garrifon in the town, 
and the fufety of thofe who were to be fent on tjie pawy, 
depended entirely on the fidelity of the centinel. The 
fervice wa$, therefore, to the great difgrace of the Roman 
name, declined by all the Romans, but with great joy 
undertaken by Artabanes an Armenian, who, advancing at 
the head of one hundred merf, was admitted within the 
the gate, which he fecured with fome of his party, while 
others killed the centincls on the walls,.and' made tbem- 
fllvcs mailers -of the adjoining houfes. Artabanes iimme¬ 
diately acquainted the generals with his fuctefs, requiring 
them to forward the march of the army ; but the com¬ 
manders, having advanced within five miles of the place, 
ordered the army to halt, till they had fettled among them- 
felves in what manner the plunder of fo wealthy a city 
was to be divided. This objc£t occafioned great difputes; 
fo that the night was fpent before they could agree. 
lut are In the mean time the Goths, who, hearing that the Ro- 
difapfclnl- mans were mailers of ene gate, had efcaped at another, 
{!f - and retired to a high rock not far from the city, difeover- 

ing from that eminence the fmall number of Romans in 
the town, and the army ftill at a diftance, returned into 
the city by the fame gate through which they had retired, 
and, attaching the Romans, farced them to abandon the 
gate, and fly to .the battlements, where they defended 
themfelves with*unparalleled valour. By this time the 
commanders,*having ag^ped about the plunder of the city, 
approached the gates ; but, finding them {hut, they fhame- 
fully retired, though their companions, opprefled with 
numbers, earneftly called out for afliftance. , Artabanes 
therefore, and fucli of his men as were ftill alive, feeing 
themfelves thus bafely abandoned, and defpairing of fuc* 
cour, leaped down from the walls. Thofe who fell on the 
Rones were either killed, or rendered incapable of faving 
themfulves by flight; but Artabanes, with a few more, 

having 



OJlrogoths in Italy. ^ 

having the goocT~fcgtune tp fall upon the ground, got fafe 
to the camp,where he upbraided the comrtianders with their 
ill condu£t, and want of courage.*The Romans, after this 
difappointment, having*paffed the Po, marched to F.tvcfUia, 
ijow Faenza, where they were fnet by Totila at the head 
of his fmall army, confiding only of five thoufand men. 

The Roman generals having called a touncil of war, Ar- 
tabanes advifed them not fb defpife'the enemy, though 
far inferior to them in number, but to fall upon them 
before the whole body had palled {he river Lamone, on 
which the town of Faventia Hands. But the commanders 
difagreeing among themfelves, *as it generally happens 
wfyen thffy are equal in power, Totila % palled the river 
without*oppofition; fo that the two armies approached 
each other in order of battle. 

While they Hood thus drawn up, waiting Ac fignal, Afimlt 
Valiaris, a Goth of a gigantic ize, and proportionable caiytfu, 
flrength, advancing before tfce ranks, challenged any Roman 
to fingle combat. Artabanes accepted the challenge, and, 
at the firft encounter, ran him through the right fide with 
his lance; but, imagining, as the Goth did not fall im¬ 
mediately, that the wound was not mortal, he gave him a 
fecond wound in the belly, when the head of Valiaris’s 
lance, which flood upright^ falling upon Artabancs’s neck, 
unfortunately cut one of the arteries. The brave cham- c [ht Atmh 
pion, however, not apprehending any danger, rode hack to of Aria- 
the army ; but, as tjie blood could not be Hopped, he died banet. 
three days after, to the great grief of all the emperor’s 
true friends, who, from his experience, courage, and pru¬ 
dence, promifed themfelves great fuccefs. He had ferved 
firlt with high reputation in the Perfian army ; but, being 
taken prifoner by Belifarius in the caltle of Sifaurium, with 
all the Perfians under his command, and fent to Conftan- 
tinople, he offered his fervice to the emperor, who fent 
hint, with .the Perfians he hat! formerly commanded, to his 
army in Italy, where he diftiuguifhed himfclf in an eminent 
manner. The fingle fombat was fucci^ded by a general 
engagement, in which the Romans, confiding in their 
numbers, behaved at firfi with g^cat bravery. But three The fir- 
hundred Goths, who had been ordered by Totila to p.-tfs ■««*•» 
the river at fome diftance, unexpectedly affaulting the rear, 
purfuant to their orders, they began to give ground, on all 
fides. Hereupon Totila charging them in front with frefh 
Hgour, they firft fell into great confufion, and then betook 
themfelves to a precipitate flight. The Goths purfued them 
with great flaughter, took a great number of piifoners, 
and all their enfigns, and obliged the few, who had the 
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good fortune to efcnpe, to take refuge, ■wi tliH 'neir com¬ 
manders, in the neighbouring towns x . *’ 

Totila, in order to (improve this victory, marched to 
Florence, and inverted that city; b>ut a confiderabie army 
being fent from Ravenna fo the'reliePof the place, he raiftd 
the fiege, and retired to Micole, a town about a day’s joup. 
ney from Florence., The Romans, leaving a fmall garrifon 
in the town, purfued them with the reft of their forces; 
and it was agreed that one of the commanders, marching 
■with all poffible expedition, fhouid keep them in play till 
the others came up. The lot fell upon John ; but unfea- 
fonable difputes arifing ariong the commanders, and a re¬ 
port being fpread that John was killed by one of his own 
men, the drmy halted; and in the mean time Jo{m being 
forced to engage the enemy with his own troops only, he 
was totallj^defeated. When intelligence of this defeat was 
brought to the army, feized with a fudden panic, they all 
difperfed, every one Ihifting for himfelf. Totila treated the 
prifoners he took in this and the former engagement with 
fo much humanity, that, moft of them entering into his 
fervice, his army was confiderably increafed - y . 

In the following year, the eighth of the Gothic vt#ir, 
Totila, taking the field early in the fpring, reduced all the 
ftrong places in Tufcany. Marching from thence into 
Campania and Samnium, he difmantled the ftrong town of 
Baneventum, and undertodk the fiege of Naples -, during 
wmcb feveral detachments from his army took Cumre, and 
recovered all Brmia, Lucania, Apulia,*and Calabria, where 
they found confiderabie fums, which had been collected for 
the emperor. The Goths having feized on the tributes, 
and the money that had been levied to pay the army, the 
emperor’s troops were reduced to great diftrefs, began to 
mutiny, and refufed to take the field ; fo thatConftantianus 
lay idle at Ravtnna, John at Rome, Bellas at Spoletum, 
Juftin at Florence, and Cyprian at Perugia, the places to 
which they had fled after the Jate defeat. The emperor, 
informed of the bad fituation of his affairs in Italy, ordered 
a confiderabie fleet to be equipped, >and a great number of 
forces to be eaifed, committing both to the conduct of 
Maximinus, whom he honoured with the title of prefeflus 
prietorio of Italy ; but as he was a man entirely unacquainted 
with military affairs, naturally timorous and indolent, Juf- 
tiniart appointed Demetrius to command under him, who 
bad formerly ferved under Belifarius as general of the in¬ 
fantry. Demetrius, in order to retrieve the reputation of 
the Roman arms in Italy, refolved to attempt the relief of 
» Procop. Jib. iii, cap. 9. y Idem. ibid. cap. 10. 

Naples, 
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Naples, li'iivlgaiSecluced to extremity. With this view, 
leaving Maximinusson the coafts of Epirus, he failed with 
part of the fleet to Sicily: as he had but a lmall number of 
forces with him, he afljmbled a great many veflels, with a 
defign to terrify the enemy, who would conclude, that fo 
<*mfiderable a fleet had a proportionable army on board ; 
but his heart failing him after he had p ( Ut to lea, inftead of 
failing dire&ly to Naples, 1 m fleered Jiis courfe to Roftie, 
in order to raife foldiers. The Romans refufing to ferve 
againft the vi£torious king of the Goths,*he was obliged 
cither to lie idle, or ?o attempt the \relief of Naples with 



the few troops Jie had under Ins’yommand. 

He chofe the latter expedient; but Totila receiving timely 
nojice of*his defign, manned with incredible expedition a <j-ht ILt- 
great number of light veflels, which, fufjdcnly falling mamek- 
upon him as he vyas riding at anchor on the coaft of Naples, featei 
took or funk every fliip of his fleet, and made afl on board b> ft 
prifoners, except a few who efcapEd in their boats, among • 
whom was Demetrius himfalf. The befieged being greatly 
difpirited *by this lofs, Conon, who cortftnanded in Naples, 
diipatched a m.effe;iger to Maximinus, acquainting him with 
the deplorable condition to which the city was reduced, 
ana earneftly prefiing him to march to their relief. Maxi- 
minus was already advanced as iar as Syracufe ; but could 
not be perfuaded to flit from thence for ionic time. At 
length, being threatened with- the emperor’s difpleafufc, 
importuned by repeated meflages from the befieged, and 
openly reviled for cowardice by the foldiers, heTent the fleet 
to Naples under the command of others ; but indulging his 
natural timidity remained himfelf behind. As the fleet put 
to fea in the depth of winter, it was driven afliore by a vio- Amber 
knt ftorm, near the enemy's camp, who funk the flips, Rom** 
and without refiftance made a horrid daughter of the fea- 
men and foldiers. Few efcaped being either taken or killed. 
Among the prifoners was Demetrius, who, after the lots ot 
his own fleet, had gone aboard that of Maximinys. iotila 
ordered him to be led, with a rope about his neck, to the 
town wall, and there obliged him to exho$t the inhabitants 
to furrender, by alluring them, that they were to expe 
no farther fuceours,.and that all hopes of relief were o 


with the navy. , ,, 

At the fame time Totila offered them honourable terms, 
upon condition they would fubrait; an offer which t ey 
embraced immediately, and were treated by him with the 
utmofl humanity. As they had been pinched with a long 
famine, Totila, apprehending they might endanger t leir 
lives by indulging at firft their ravenous appetites, placed 
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guards at the gates to prevent their goinjjmt?’'taking care 
it the fame t,une<to fupply them fparingly with provifions, 
but increafmg their allowance every day. Being thus, by 
degrees, reftored to their former Strength, he ordered the 
gates to be fet open, and gave %very one liberty to ftnv, or 
retire at his pleafure. He treated Conon, and the garrifofi, 
ln,a moft friendly- and condefcending manner: for upon 
their pretending to 1 return to*Conilantinople, he fupplied 
them with fhip^ ; and having difeovered that their real de- 
lign was to fail to Rome, and reinforce the garrifon of that 
city, which he intended,in the next place to befiege, he 
was fo far from punilhirfg them as they expected, or even 
upbraiding them for impofing upon him, that, cm the con¬ 
trary, the windsfiot proving favourable for a long time? he 
furnifhed the#h with horfes, waggons, and provifions, and 
ordered a*body of Goths to efcort them to Rome. He dif- 
mantied Naples, as he had done Beneventum, unwilling to 
weaken his army by garrifoning too many fortrefles which 
they had reduced , z . 

Totila, now mafter of Naples, and moft of the fortrefles 
in thofe parts, began to turn his thoughts upon Rome. In 
the firft place, he wrote a letter to the feftate, whonf he 
earneftly wifhed to draw over to his party, taxing them in 
gentle terms with the ingratitude they had ftiewn to the 
family and nation of the great Theodoric and Amalafuntha. 
He advifed and intreated tfiem to return to their duty; put 
them in mind of the treatment they had met with from the 
emperor and his officers and concluded by affuring both 
them and the people of his favour and protection, provided 
they returned to their allegiance. John, who commanded 
in Rome, would not fuffer the fenate to anfwer this, or re¬ 
ceive more letters from Totila, who nevcrthelefs found 
means to convey other papers too the city, which were 
polled tip by night in the moft frequented places. The 
Arian priefts were fufpedted of holding a private correfpon- 
dence with the Goths and their king, who profeffed the 
fame doctrine, and on that account were baniflicd Rome. 
Totila, finding bis letters and manffeftoes had no effect on 
the fenate aftd people «f Rome, refolved to purfue other 
methods; and accordingly having fe'nt a detachment info 
Calabria to.reduce Otranto, which had not yet fubmitted, 
be marched, with the reft of his forces, againft the towns 
in the neighbourhood of Rome. 7 he city of Tibur, now 
Tivoli, about eighteen miles from the capital, was betrayed 
by one of the inhabitants; and, upon his entering it, he 

2 Eutrop. lib. tii. cap. 9. Continual. Mareell. ad Ann- 543- 
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put all the citizens to the fword, together with their bifhop. 

Several other forts ifl that neighbourhood [re took by ftorm ; 
fo that Rome was, in a manner, blocked up’by land, all 
communication with the<ieigbbouring country being cut p(F. 

The emperor, chagrined »at thg bad news he received Belifarius 
daily from Italy, and unwilling to lofe Rome, which was fint again 
now in imminent danger of falling agayi into the enemy’s ,nt0 
hinds, refolved to call BeliCjrius out of Pcrfia, notwith- 
(landing the fuccefs that attended him, and fend him again 
into Italy. Accordingly he wrote to that general, ordering 
him to repair immediately to Italy, a Ad take upon him the 
command of his armies in that ^country. 9 Belif.uiu$ no 
fooncr received this order than, leaving Coniagene, where 
he alien qjas, he departed for the Weft. In 4 iis wn\ through 
Thrace, he raifed above four tboufand men his own ex¬ 
pence ; and arriving at.Salonsc, he difj atched Vi^alius, ge¬ 
neral of lllyricum, with a body of troops, to the relief of 
Otranto ; at whofe approach the Goths retired ; fo that the 
town was reinforced with ffefti fupplies both of men and 
provifions.* Belifarius himfelf embaiked m Dalmatia, and 
came by fea to Ravenna, whence he fent fevcral parties 
again ft the cities of iEmilia ; but without fucccfs, though 
they defeated a’ fmall body of troops difpatched by Totila 
to drive them out of that province. After this attempt, 
they threw themfelves into Auximum, then beueged by the 
Goths ; but finding there were ’not fufficient provifions in 
the place to maintain fo numerous a garrifon, they refolved 
to Pally out, and march to Pifaurus, now Refaro, which flood 
at a fmall diftance, and was ftill poflefled by the Romans. 

In their retreat, two hundred were (lain by the befiegers ; 
hut the reft reached Pifaurus, w r hither lotila purfued them, 
hoping to take the place by ftorm ; but being rcpulfed by 
the garrifon, he returned to the fiege of Auximum. At Auximum, 
the fame time, finding that Belifarius was not in a condition 
to take the field, he fent out detachments to befiege fir- lum 
mum and Afculum, two places of great importance in the e j by the 
province of Picerium. , . Goths. 

Belifarius, chiefly concerned for Rome, appointed Bcuas 
governor of that city, and appointed Artafnis, a Perlian, and 
Barbation, a Thracian, men of valour, and great experience, 
to command under Beffas, ftri&ly enjoining them to male?"’ 
no fallies, in cafe the town (hould bebefieged. Being him¬ 
felf unable to relieve the befieged towns, or put a flop to 
the progrefs of the Goths, he difpatched John to Comtan- 
tinople, with a letter to the emperor, wherein he acquainted 
him with the Gtuation of his affairs in Italy, telling him at 
the fame time that, being deftitute ofjmen? aims, and mo- 
Vot. XVII. *, r. nev " 
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ney, it was impoffible For him to profccA the war. Juf- 
tinian, upon thp.receipt of this letter) ordered new levies 
to be made, tile veterpns being all employed againft the 
Perlians!" • In the mean time Totil*, purfuing his good for¬ 
tune, tool^fevera! cities of grdat co'nfequcnce, fuch as Fir- 
mum, Afcul'i&n, Auximum, and Spoletum ; and at length 
approached Rome,* which he inverted on all Odes. As he 
drew near the city,' Artaliris and Barbation, contrary to the 
exprefs command of Belifarius, made a fally, thinking they 
{hpuid furprife the Goths; but they jvere themfelves drawn 
into an ambufeade, 'and, f moft of their men being cut in 
pieces, they narrowly efcl.ped falling into the enemy’s hands. 
The town had nctf been long befieged, when Belifaiius was 
informed, that a confiderable number of’troops, ftnt bythe 
emperor, wefre in full march to join him. In confequenre 
of this intelligence, committing the care of Ravenna to 
Jurtin, he marched witji a fmall body of forces to Epidam- 
rrus, where he met them. Boon after, Narfes the eunuch 
arrived with form; auxiliary troops railed among the lleruli, 
and commanded by Philimuth, and other leaders of their 
®wn riatidri. With part of this reinforcement Belifarius 
failed to the port of Rome, which he was-yery defirofcs of 
relieving ; and fent the reft, under the command of John, 
into Calabria, with orders to drive the Goths out of thole 
parts, and then join him jn the neighbourhood of Rome. 
John took fome places; but being afraid to march by the 
city of Capua, or to make any attempt upon it, though de¬ 
fended only by three hundred Goths, he did not, purfuaui 
to his orders, join Belifarius at the time appointed ■*. 

In th$ mean time Rome being fo clofely blocked up, 
that no provifions could be imported either by land or wa¬ 
ter, a dreadful famine began to rage in the city. The un¬ 
happy citizens, having con£>med every thing that could 
afford them any nburiflimem, and even the grafs that grew 
near the walls, were at length obliged to feed on their ex¬ 
crements? Several individuals, to avoid the calamities they 
groaned under, laid violent hands on themfelves. In this 
extremity, thef flocked in great multitudes to Bertas, their 
governor, eal neftly intraating him to fupply them with food; 
and, if that was not in his power, either to allow them to 
*go out of .Jthe town, or to deliver them from their miferies 
by putting them? to -death. Bertas replied, that to fupply 
them with foddj' was impoffible; to let them go, unfafe; 
and to kill them, impipus. To raife their drooping fpirits, 
he allured tbcin; that art a/my was hourly expected from 
■ 

* »T#cop. lib, iii, cifif re. 
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Conftantinople, which, under the command of Belilarius, 
would oblige the Goths to abandon the fioge, 2nd retire ll . 

Vigilius, bilhop of Rome, fent from*Sicily, where he then 
was, feveral fhips laden^fvith corn, to relieve the city; but 
they were all intercepted by the enemy, who, after the re¬ 
duction of Naples, kept a great number of veiTels conitantly 
entiling between Sicily and Rome. In the end, Bellas ful¬ 
lered fuch of the citizens as wtre willing to retire, to leave 
the city, upon their paying him a fum of mtyiey ; but mod 
of them-either died on the road, or, falling into the enemy’s 
hands, were cut in pieces, Belifiyius* apprifed of the mi- 
fcrable condition to which the bsfiFgcd were reduced, ufed 
all pofiible»means to relieve them ; but Jitrtune, or rather 
lVo\ddonc», feemed to light agsinll him ; f?>r his attempts, 
however well concerted, proved all unfuccelsfiS; a circtmi- 
ll.ince which gave him fo much uncafinefs, thatheafcll into 
a lever, and was thought, for foriijp time, to be in great 
danger. 1 

In the mean time the befieged, no longer able to bear the 
miferies vt r ith which they were adlided, and defpairing of 
relief, began to mtitiny, and prefs Bteflfis to come to an 
agreement witfiifil'otila; which he refufmg to perform, four 
of the Ifaurians, who guarded the Porta Afinarin, letting 
themfelvcs down from the wall, by ropes fattened to the 
battlements, in the night, whili; their companions were 
afleep, went to Totila, and undertook to conduft his arm^ 
into the city. The king with great joy embraced the over¬ 
ture, and fending four Goths of great ftrength, intrepidity, 
and refolution, into the city with the Iiauriatis, filently ap¬ 
proached the gates with his whole army; which being open- Fr. of FI. 
cd by the Ifaurians, with the afliftance of the four Goths 

within, he entered the city at the head of his troops. Upon - 

the firft alarm Bellas, with die other commanders,*an^l molt jj ame h t . 
of the foldiers, fled oat af another gate. Thofe who re- trayed to 
mained behind,*Bok fendbiary in the churches, whither the »ti a. 
inhabitants liketrifif'fled. Toflla, who had kept *his men 
under arms all night, and united in a body, through fear 
of an ambufestde, findin’g he had nothing 4 o apprehend, 
went early in the morningto St. Peter’s church, to return 
thanks for the fuccefs of the enterprize. His men, m their 
progrefs, killed twenty-fix foldlers, with about fixty of the 
inhabitants; and this is all the blood* that was Ihed ; for 
Belagius the deacon, throwing himfelf at his feet when e 
entered the church, with the bookof the Gofpels in his hand, 
earneftly iutreated hitn to fpare the inhabitants. 

* Frocop. lib. iii. caps * 7 * 
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Totila, «s6»fpf*att«d againft the mhabie«|fe> refufed at fir ft 
to comply vhjth hi* demand; but wasftsfterwards prevailed 
Upon to forb'id h#,Go{hs, under the fevereft -penalties, to 
put; any of the citizens or foidiers to death. However, he 
allowed them full liberty to plunder the city, which they 
did-for feveral days together, *ripping*the inhabitants of nil 
their wealth, and leaving nothing in their boufes but the 
naked walls. Thus many porfons of great diftindlion, and 
among the reft,R.ufticiana, the widow of Boetius, and daugh¬ 
ter of-Symmachus, \ matfon of exemplary piety, were re¬ 
duced to beg their biead from door to door. In the houfe 
of Bellas was found an- immenfe treafure, which he had 
fcandaloufly amaf^d during the fiege, by felling £,o the peo¬ 
ple, at ah exorbitant price, the corn that had been ftored 
for the ufe of the garrifon. The Goths were for putting 
Rufticiaga to death, becaufe flic had perfuaded, as they pre¬ 
tended, the Romans to ( pull fkmn the images, and deftroy 
the ftatues, of Theodoric, to revenge, by that means; the 
death of her father and hufband ; but Totila, taking her 
and all the women,,tinder his prote&ion, fecured them 
againft the cruelty aid infolence of the fejdiery c . Thus 
was Rome recovered fey the Goths, in thc-Mfe’ of the Ghrif- 
tfcn sera 547, the twentieth of Juftiniatys jxign, and the 
twelfth of the war. 


fj t fp. Totila, now mafter of the capital of Italy, fent for the 
krauts tht fenate-, and, putting them in mind of the favours they had 
fena/e, but rece [ xe d from the Goths, and the fevere treatment they had 
experienced from the emperor and his officers, he bitterly 
tAtm ‘ ,-feproucbed then! for behaving fo ungratefully to their be- 
- nefaftors, and, in atranfport of paffisn, threatened to make 
them aft Haves; but his anger foon fubfiding, he pardoned 
them at the interceffion of Pelagius, and difmifled them un¬ 
hurt. , H* afterwards difpatcheft felagius and Theodora, 
a Roman orator, as his ambaffinS»r», to Juftinian, with let¬ 
ters full of refpedl, in tvjhich be defwodj^yp'e in peace and 
amity wkh him, as Theodtwic, had.(diwpipfith Anaftalius, 
promifing, in thyat cafe, to refjjeS feua'as his father, and 
to affift him, 4 heu. wanted, with.alibis faeces, againft any 
other nation whatfoeveav Or tfe$..cqntran% if the emperor 
nrje&ed his offers, he threatened to level Rome with the 
Aground, to put the whole fenateto the fword, and carry the 
war into Rlyricum.* The emperor retumed no other an¬ 
swer thamthat he referred the fhole to Belifarius, who 
Rad full power to manage *11 things of that nature at dif- 
cretioB. TotiU» *bi» anfwer, and at the defeat 

• < »' " 
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of a body of troibs which he had font to open a paiTage into 
Lucania, refoived'to demolifti Kome, fo-as not, to leave one 
ftone upon another. Accordingly hp began with the walls, 
of which be threw dowfc a third part, and was ready tofet 
fire to the mod {lately and beautiful buildings of the city, 

■ufhen he received 3 .tetter from Belifarius, Sifluading him 
from the refolutiort he bad taken. Belifarius laid grjat 
jtrefs on the grandeur and mayeity of th;ft ancient city, which 
being raifed to fucb a height of fame and $reatnefs by the 
induftry and valour of fo many celebrated and eminent men, 
pofterity would behold him, wh^deffflroyed it, as an enenw 
to mankind, fince he deprived thetn of fo many monumetfR 
of the wc»th and merit of their anceftor*. He added, that 
if fhe G*ths fhoold prove viflorious, he &ouhl never for¬ 
give himfelf for deftroying not only the moflBbeautiful city 
in his dominions, but even the moft beautiful and magnifi¬ 
cent in the world. On the other hand if, in the couri'e of 
the war, fortune fhould happen to abandon him, he would, by 
preferving fo favoured a city, highly obljge the conqueror, 
who would.not fail to make him a fuitable return; whereas, 
by demolifhingit, he would preclude himfelf from all favour. 

Totila havijig ferioufly confidered the contents of this HeiiJf- 
Jetter, and Weighed with attention the arguments alleged 
by Belifarius, refolved to follow his advice ; and abandon- 
ing all thoughts of deftroying Rpme, he marched with * 11S Jhoywq tht 
army into Lucania, He carried the fenate with him j aftd C vj , but 
the reft <Sf the inhabitants, with their wives and children, 
he fent, under a ftrong guard, into Lucania before him, gl , lhf jmm 
not leaving a fingle inhabitant in Rome. Arriving in t-<u- 
catiia he reduced all that country, and then marched with 
his army towards Ravenna' 1 . Upon his departure John 
feized on Tarentum, which "he fortified with a ditch cut 
through the ifthmus. The pity of Spoletum was likewife 
recovered by the Romans, being betrayed by Martianus, a 
Roman foldier* who pretended to be a defertcr. Bellf " m ' s 
had continued aftfhis time af Port us, abeut ten milc-s from 
Rome j but being informed that Totila,bad direaed h 
march to^darRavenna, and being very Sefirous of reco¬ 
vering We fibre the capital of Ittly, he led Bis fmall army 
thither. Finding the city deftitute of inhabitants, and^Tawr r/- 
Si^rtSf Stalls levelled with the 

took the repeoplmg of the place, and begin o P Bibjaruu. 

walls. He cleared the ditch round the efty, whacb had been 
filled up by Totila; andlr theprefent c °" ten “* 
with heaping huge ftone s one upon another, in the many 
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breaches that were made in the wall. The whole wort; 
being.'finifhcd in|he fpace of twenty-fi%tfays, and the city 
fapplied with plenty of proviGons, which- Belifarius took 
carp to have imported by water, she bncient inhabitants, 
who had been difperfed up and _'dowd Italy, returned in great 
numbers, and were kindly received by Belifarius, who ta¬ 
ilored to every one Jhis qvvn houfe and pofieffions, and pro- 
irnfed an immunity from taxes to fuch as were willing to 
refide in the plfce. 

Upon this intelligence Totila hastened back to Rome, 
not doubting but at his approach Belifarius would abandon 
'Ipfe place and,return toPertus, which was ftrongly fortitied ; 
but finding, contrary to bis expectation, that tl^e Pieman 
general ufas determined not to quit the city, but no defend 
It to tHe laft aurremity, he encamped at a fmall diltance, 
attd *arly^jiext morning advanced in order of battle, and 
began the attack with incredible fury. The Romans, ani¬ 
mated by the example or their^eneral, defended themfelves 
with no lefs valour and intrepidity ; fo that the battle Lifted 
from morning to night, when the Goth% who’had loft a 
great number of men, returned to their camp. The afbiult 
,w»s renewed the three following days ; but Totila, bring 
conftantly repelled with great lofs, abandoned the enter- 
prize, and retired to Tibur, where lie continued fome time, 
leaving Belifarius at leifure to tomplete the fortifications 
'Of Rome; 'which he did accordingly, and once more fent 
the keys of the city, to the emperor. But the Goths, who 
bz4'hitherto extolled their king, and, equaling him to the 
|j*«ateft heroes of antiquity, had accounted themfelves happy 
ia^te choice, began to complain loudly of his conduct, and, 
tjdlfi great liberty, to confute him for not having either en¬ 
tirely demoliftied Rome, or left a ftrong garrifon in it, to 
prevent its falling again into the enemy’s hands. The whole 
army grew fo difeontented, th A when he prepared to march 
to the liege of Perugja, they betrayed a great reluftancy to 
follow him, till,.^n a concerted fpeech^ he made an apo¬ 
logy for his late ,condu£f, aferibing his ill fwccefs, not to 
any want of forvfight or negle£t on “his fide, ;fcut to the in- 
panftancy of fortune, which in all human aftfits, tot more 
efpecially in matters of war, bears a chief fway. Waving 
"Thus regained the efteem and affection of his fbldiers, he 
left 'nbu»f- ! )fti^ : 'fiiar,ching with his whole army to Perugia, 

inverted 

Upon his departure,-John, ,who had continued in that 
dirt pi being mafter at Gtrafito, marched into Campania, 
and fet at liberty the Roman fenators and their wives, after 
having routed a ftrong party of Goths who had been left by 
' * 1 Totila 
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Totila to guard them. Totila, in order to be revenged on 
John, rifing from before Perugia, penetrated by mountains 
arid bye-ways into Apulia, where he. then was ; but falling John ft 
unadvifediy upon him inathe night, the Romans, by favour 
of the darknefs, efcapetl, with the, lofs of no more than a ' Io “ ,a > 
lnftidred men, and got fafe into Tarento. This was a great 
overlight in totila ; for, as his army w,as ten times their 
number, had he waited with patienca till day-light, lie 
might have furrounded, and cut them off ty a man. In 
the mean time Belifarius, having received a fupply of twelve 
hundred mpu from Conftantinople, Ailed with them for 
5ici!v, being informed that Totila'deGgned to pafs over into 
that iftand, which was then.quite unguarded ; but Totila, iviote- 
iitftoad of flaking any attempt upon Sicily, iuVeftedllulciana, 
a city of great ftrength in Calabria, with his vnhole aimy. j‘,a^ a . 

Belifarius, informed of this enterprize, leaving Sicily, ‘ 
failed to Otrantc^ where he received a fecond fupply from 
Conftantinople of two thoufand foot, under the command 
of V alerian. He then ordered John to join him with the 
body he com matted ; and having affemmed a great num¬ 
ber of tranfport®* he failed for Rufciana, with a defign to 

relieve that place j but finding the Goths drawn up on the 
ihore, and ready to receive him, he abandoned the enter- 
prize, and returned to Rome, fending John and Valerian, 
with part of the forces, to^ ravage Picenum, and, by that 
diverfion, oblige Totila to raife the fiege of Rufciana ; bat 
the king of the Goths, purfuing the fiegjf with more vigour 
than ever, detached two thoufand horfe into Picenum, who 
being joined by the Goths in that province, obliged the Ro¬ 
mans fent by Belifarius to retire. Mean while the garrtfon 
of Rufciiyia, being reduced to great dilliefs, and defpainng 
of relief, fubmitted to Totila, who, notwithftanding the 
vigorous refiftance they made, treated them with great hu¬ 
manity, receiving fuch as were willing to ferve under him 
into his army, aud fuffering the reft to retire unmolested. 

Only Chalazar, who had formerly brajeeq his word to him, 
he put to death', after having caufed his .hands and privy 

parts to be cut off °. . • , * . , . 

During thefe tranfadions in It 8 ly, the Perfians having telifarmt 
. gained confiderable advantages over the Romans. Juftm, an 
was eafily perfuadedby Antonia, the wife of Belifarius, 
recall her hufband, and employ him once more agatnft that 
nation. Belifarius therefore left Italy, having rather dt- 
minifhed tbatrfncreafed the reputation die had gained by 
las former expedition : for f 4u«af&e five years hp ppm. 

*^rOcop. lib. iiRcap.’ij,v»4. 
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mandod ajSMjftft, Tbtila, he fcarce perfoMMi-any thin? 
worthy *£. notice,, bei$g, to appearance* re a perpetual 
Fight,-and one fea-port to another f ., Upon 

the^depaifcBre of jfflifarfus- Totila r^furned before Perugia, 
whichhetook by fWra but, according to his cuftom, fpared 
both the inhabitants and the garrifon. . 

The Franks j who had long continued quiet, concluding 
tht Goths, as well the Romans, to be greatly weakened 
by fuch a long and defttu£tive war, thought it the proper 
TktFraais time, by breakfhg into Italy, to feize, without diftinclion, 
brtai ivtv on the countries belonging to both. 'In the very beginning 
of the war the^Oftrogothj/ as we have related above, not 
able to make liead at the fame tinie againft the Romans and 
the Franks, attempted to gain over the latter to tlfeir pajty, 
by giving up tfee provinces they held in Gaul. This ceflion 
Juftinian was fo far from oppofing, that, on the contrary, 
carefully avoiding to give the Franks the lead pretence for 
making war upon him, fie folemnly confirmed them in the 
poffefiion of the countries the Goths bad furrendered, re¬ 
nouncing, in theitfbehalf, all claims to tbe faid countries. 
Thus the kings of the Franks, whomhfc commonly ftyles 
Germans, became mailers.of Marfeijie®, an ancient colony 
of the Phocaeans, and of the other maritime'powers, yith 
the fea itfelf s . But no favours, ho grants, could make 
the Franks forego their natural tseachery, or adhere to their 
engagements, when they had the’leaft profpedt of advantage 
from their aiding contrary to thefe obligations. The Oftro- 
goths had yielded to them the rich countries which they 
held in Gaul; Juftinian had transferred the claim and title 
he had to thofe countries ; by their treaty with the Goths 
they engaged to alfift them againft the Romans ; by their 
treaty with the Romans they obliged themfelves to ftand 
neuter; and both treaties they equally obferved; for, think¬ 
ing both nations greatly reduced by fo long a war, they 
and make embraced that opportunity to attack both} accordingly, en- 
tktmftlvet teeing the province of Venetia, belonging partly to the Ro- 
luattL nwns » and P* nl y <9 the Goths, they feized it for themfelves. 
eat ta. J« mean time«Totila, having received a reinforcement 
of fix thoufand Lombards, commanded by . Ildiges, one of 
their princes, refolved to march to Rome, and once more 
Sw#*mpt the reduction of that city. Belifarius had left 
three thoufand chofen men, under the command pf Dio- 
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and, at die beginning of the fiege, made himfelf mailer of 
Portusy fo that, all •ommunication'being cot offbothhy fea Ji/gtd iw 
and land, he hoped to reduce the garrifcSjin'a fhort time 
by famine. But Diogenes wifely provided againft this 
evil, by caufing corn 90 he /own within the walls ; fo fhat 
the town would, in all likeliwood, have held out till the 
arrival of the pro mi fed fuccours from Conftantinople, had 
it not been grayed a fecond.timc by tb*e Ilaurians. Ontfof y r . ofFU 
the gates was guarded by a body of that nation, who, being *898. 
difeontented for want of their pay, whidf they had not ^ 5 *** 

received for fome yea*rs, and hearing that their country- and 
men, who had formerly betrayetj,the city, had been pre- frayed u 
ferred and enriched by the Goths, refolved to follow their him a ft- 
extvnple. Accordingly, fome of them*having firft had a onJ tim 
private conference with Totiia, they opened* at the time 
agreed on, the gate which they guarded, and received *** n 
him, with his whole army, into the city. As Totiia had 
caufed the trumpets to found at th*c oppofite gate, pretend¬ 
ing to attack the city on thaf fide, the garrifon flew thither} 
fo that he met with no oppofition. 

When the inhabitants found the town was taken, they 
efcjped at the oppofite gate towards Centumceliae, the only 
ftroug place hfeld by the Romans in that neighbourhood; 
but great numbers of them, and Hkewife of the foldiers 
who took the fame route, were cut off by the Goths, whom Stmttf tk* 
Totiia had placed in ambuflies* on the road, not doubting hhabuamt 
but they would fly that way. Diogenes efcaped with a c * Ut „p"„ 
flight wound; but Paul, a Cilician, whom Belifarius had t0 mir** 
pointed'to command under him, retired, with a body of four 
hundred horfe to Adrian’s tomb, and poffcfled himfelf of 
the bridge leading to St. Peter’s church, now Ponte Sant* 

Angelo. There they defended themfelves with incredible 
valour againft the enemy’s whole army, till they had no 
provifions left; when they refolved to tally out, and either 
cut themfelves a way through the midft of. the enemy, or 
die in the attempt. Totiia being informed of this refuta¬ 
tion, thought it advifeable to offer them terms: accord- 
ingly he gave-then# to amderftand, that, upon their deliver¬ 
ing up their horfes and arras, and, fwearing never tfi lews 
more again! the Goths, he was ready to grant them leave 
to retam to Conftantinople ; but that, if they cbofe rating* 
to remain in Italy, and feeve under him, they Arnold have 
all their effeOs reftored, and be placed upon the fame th , 
footing with the Gotha. They cbofe at firft to return to rialtr<*pi 
~ - 6 - - <•- —- 1 —-**- tlieir refolu- Ufi them- 
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turn 'hortWf 5' wbich Totila not only granted, but allowed 
them a 1 fi*fe-com|u£t, and money to tiear their charges, 
■rtferttt-three fuMsdred mOreof the garrifdn, who had taken 
the ch««:hes, abandoning their afylum, fob- 
mifted'fo Totila, upon hig promifing*to fpare their lives. 

Me wasformarly determined upon deftroying Rome, as 
we have related already, but diverted from it by Belifarius. 
NtJ# he made it his chief ftudy to embellifh pbe city, re¬ 
pairing, at a great expence, what he had formerly dcltroy- 
edi He recalled the foliate, and reftored them to their 
aticient rank and fpienfdor, invited^the citizens to take pof- 
feffidn of the^r eftates, fidpplied the city with plenty of 
prqvifions, and, peopling it with Goths and Italians, ex- 
. bibited thb Circsenftan games, after the mannej; of die 
Roman emperers, aftd prelided at them in perfon. This, 
fo different from his former condudt, was owing to the 
anfwer given him by the king of the Franks, when healked 
his daughter in marriage ; importing, that he would not 
difpefe of his daughter to any But a king; and that Totila 
ought not to be eftSemed as fuchi, fince he Was n< 5 t able to 
preferve the capital city, but had been ohliged to demolifli 
part of it, and abandon the reft to|he enemy h . , 

Totila, again mafter of Rome, difpatched* ambaffadors 
to Canftartfinople, with propofals for a peace, offering, 
upon the emperor’s - relinquilhing Italy, to affift him as a 
faithful fally againft any o*ther natjgjn whatfoever. But 
Juftfedan was fo far from hearkening to the overture, that 
he would not even admit the envoys to his prefence. 
Totila, therefore, determined to purfue the war with more 
vigour than ever. Having left a ftrong garrifon in Rome, 
he marched -with the ieft of his army to Centumcella;, 
now Civita Vecchia, which he invefted ; but, Diogenes 
making a vigorous refiftance, it was agreed between him 
and Totila,That he Ihould acquaint the emperor with bis 
fituation } and that if, by a time fixed, he received no re¬ 
lief, the place ftjould be dslivered up: thirty hoftages 
Were given. After this agreement, he pafled with his 
asmy mto Sicily^ and, in his paflage, made an attempt 
vjStn fthegium ; but finding the place ftrongly^garrifoned, 
KhTefc part of the army to blockit up, in order to ..reduce 
famine i and with th# Tefi crofibd into Sicily, after 
•lattlig; made' hi mfelf mafter of Tarentum. As he was 
embarking has forces, ho received advice, that Ariminum 
liidbten' befafayed to thy Gath s he had left in'Picenum. 

“ - ^ - .. .. landed without oppofition 

Him. >ih cap. j«, 17. 
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at Medina; but, not being able to reduce that city, he de- 
ftroycd the neighboring country-with fire and firord. In 
the mean time the garrifon of Rhenium, being reduced to 
the lalt extremity for vnant of pro'vifions, fubmitted ujyon 
terms, and delivered up the «itv teethe troops of Totila 
•jultinian, alarmed at the progress Totila made, pardoned 
Artabanes, who had lately confpired ngjtinl! him, and fent 
him into Sicily, to defend that if!and.againft the.Goth’s. 

At the fame he named his nephew Gcripanus general Gtrmaum 
again!! the Goths in Ifaly, allowing .him a large fum to ■ 
raife troops in Thrace and lllyricuni> whence he was to V l Vi ra ^’ H 
march into Italy with Philimuth iommanderpf the Heridi, ■'* 
and John jhen general of Illyricum. As Germanus wtfa 
ma» of & generous temper, and greatly*beJov£d by the- 
foldiery, he foon railed a very confidertrble »my, not ouly 
the Romans but the Barbarians flocking to his,ftandard 
from all parts. With this army, the belt the emperor had 
ever fent into Italy, he hoped to add to the reputation 
which he had latfcly acquired again!! the Vandals in Africa, 
the gloryfof driving the Goths out of’Italy, and uniting 
that country to the empire. This, he thought, he might 
tbe«nore eafily accomplilli, as he married Matafuntha, the 
daughter of Amalafuntha, and grand-daughter of Theo- 
doric, who, he hoped, would draw greatnumbers of the 
Goths over to his party ; for he defigned to take her with 
him into Italy. The Goths w&e greatly difpirited, when 
they heard, that a general of confummate experience, uni- 
verfally beloved by the foldiery, and fo nearly allied to 
Theodoric, whofe memory they adored, was to command 
again!! them. On the other hand, the Romans began to 
refume their courage; and luch as had been ditpcifed by 
their frequent defeats, aflemhling in one body on the 
borders of Iftria; waited his arrival in thac province. 

Germanus, having muftered all his forces in the neigh- 
bourhood of Sardica, ordered them to be ready within three 
days to march into Italy : bufrPiovklenceJiad otberwtfe dif- 
pofed of affairs ; for Germanus was fuddenly feized with 
a violent diftemper, which, in a few day*; put an end to 
his life, and all his great defigns. .The emperor, upon the Htduu 
news of his death, which gave him the utmoft concern, or¬ 
dered Juftin, the fbn of Gertnanus, and John, who H 5 ff~ 
married his daughter, to lead the army into Italy: but a# 
winter approiched, and they wanted ffiips to convey the 
troops thither by fca, they marched into Dalmatia.and put 
them into Winter-quarters, taktfjgMjMbeirown in baton* *. 

* Procop. lib. iit. 5ap 36, 37. ” ; k I 4 em ibid. cap. 39. 
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In the mean time TdtfH, having defolaterf great part of 
Sicily, famdcrwn yith his army before Syracufe; but Libe- 
rms, whom Juftihian had fent with a fquadron to proteft 
thatcoaft, having forced his way into the haven, reinforced 
the ganrifon with a confid?rable Supply both of men and pro- 
vifions. However, Totila profecuted the fiege with great v!. 
gtmr, though valiancy oppofed by the Romans within, who, 
hdsring that Artabanes was coming to their relief with a 
powerful fleet, ^wouId liften to no terms. 

5 But the fleet being difperfed on the coafl of Calabria by 
a violent ftorm, and Artabanes driven to the ifland of Mal- 
ta^where, with much difficulty, he faved himfelf, Libe- 
riuf defpairing of relief, abandoned Syracufe to the enemy, 
and conveyed thd garrifon by fea to Palermo. Toiiia, Wiv¬ 
ing no mtemy in Sicily to oppofehim, entirely reduced that 
ifland, an$, leaving four firong garrifons in it to curb the 
inhabitants, returned to Jtaly, loaded with booty 1 . Early 
in the fpring Juftin and John, who had pafled the winter 
ia^faloncc, having aflembled tfieir* forces j*fet out on their 
march to Ravenna' but in the mean time the Sclavi, paffing 
the Danube, either at the infligation cf Totila, or urged by 
a defire of booty, broke into the Roman provinces, com¬ 
mitting the moft Clocking cruelties. This irruption greatly 
retarded the march of the army, the Roman generals being 
obliged to fend .ftrong detachments againft them ; which 
compelled them to repafs the Danube, and return home: 
but before the two generals reached the confines of Italy, 
they received orders from the emperor to proceed no far¬ 
ther, but to wait the arrival of Narfes, whom he had ap¬ 
pointed commander in chief of all his forces, with abfo- 
. l«te and uneontroled authority. While Narfes was mak¬ 
ing the neeeffary preparations for his intended expedition, 
Totila, having equipped a fleet of three hundred gallies, 
fnit them to pillage the coafts of Greece, where they ac¬ 
quired an imrftenfe booty. They made a defeent upon the 
ifland of Corfu; ajtd, having laid it wafte, failed to Fpirus, 
Where they fiirprijjtd and plundered the cities of Nicopolis 
and Aachialns, Snd took upon the fcoaft' many fhips, and 
feme among the reft laden With pfovifions for. the army of 
Nwfes. 

fame time Totila blocked up the city of Ancona by 
foaled landj 'and foon reduced it to great extremity; which 
Vfleviain,tt!en in Ravenitajbeingapprifed of, fie acquainted 
'fate, who, jpurfnant txfflfo emperofs orders, was waiting 
AtanMrf Narfts iWfhOHUtia, with the condition the 

* Prtbop, flb.fll iap. 40; 
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city was inj earneftly foliciting him to repair to the relief 
of the only place the emperor had in thofe parts, and pro- 
inifing to join him with all the forces uncier his command. 

John had been ordered pot to movt? from Dalmatia till the 
arrival of Narfes \ but»vent(jring on this occafion to difobey 
his orders, he put the flower of his army on board forty vef. 
fels, and failed with to them to Ancona, where Valerian 
joined him with a fquadron, of twelve {hips. Upon tlfeir 
appearing before Ancona, the Goths, having manned for- 
ty-feven of their bell fhips, failed oujj againif them ; where- m 
upon an engagement*enfued, in wipch the Goths, quite defeaudff 
ignorant of fea-afFairs, were to^jlly defeated, thirty-Gx of f“>, and 
their fhip^s being taken or funk, with all the men on board, f Qrct f i ? 
ansi the,jeft driven alhore, where they'were fet'on fire hy 
the Goths themfelves, left they (bouldfall info the enemy’s * 
hands. The Goths, after this defeat, raifed the fiegc, and, 
retiring in great hafte, left their camp, and part of their 
baggage, to the Roman generals;* who, having reinforced 
the garrifon, returned, Valerian to Ravenna, and John to 
Salon*. * At the fam'e time Artabanes*, having aflembled 
bis fleet, which bad been difperfed by a ftorm, landed in 
Sigily, and, expelling the Goths, recovered all the -caftles 
garrifoned by them in that ifland. Thefe Ioffes difeouraged 
the Goths, and Totila himfelf, to fuch a degree, that he 
once more difpatched ambafladors to Conftantinople, offer¬ 
ing to yield Sicily and Dalmatia to the emperor, to.pay,aa 
annual tribute for Italy, and to affift the Romans as a faith¬ 
ful ally in all their wars : but Juftinian, determined upon 
driving the Goths out of Italy, ordered the ambafladors to re¬ 
turn, without fuffering them to appear in his prefence “. 

Totila, finding Juftinian would liften to no terms, began 
to levy new forces, and make great preparations both by lea 
and land. Having equipped a confiderable fleet, he fent TAt Cnh 
it again ft Corfica and Sardinia, both which iflands were makrthem. 
fton reduced. On the other hand, the city of Croton in 
Calabria, which had been long befieged by the.Goths, was fitaemd 
relieved by the garrifon of Thermopylse in Greece, convey- Sardinia. 
ed by fea into Italy: but now Narfes approached at the head 
of a formidable army, bringing yjith him amimmenle trea- 
fure to fupply the wants of the troops, and to pay the em¬ 
peror’s forces in Italy their arrears, which had beeuaMr 
ever fince the beginning of the war. His army conjflted 
not only of Romans levied in Thrace and Wyricum, but of 
Barbarians affembled from all pants: betides. Audmn.kmg 
of the Lombardy font him a body of five thoufaodeboleB 


»Procop. lib. iv. S*P« »$* 


men} 




me£s PMlimhtb, prince of the Heruli, joined him witli 
threetboufatid o^.bis countrymen-; AAth, another prince 
of the Came nation,’ came to his afllftance at the head of a 
chofen body of veterans.. A great number of Gtpidx, 
Hunns, and Perfian*, cbqarfully folldwed his banner, fome 
in acknowlegement pf his former favours (for he had beeft 
always kind to the barbarians), and others in expectation 
of tpoil and booty ; .for they were all convinced, that the 
Gfftbs could nqt oppofe fo numerous an army, commanded 
by a general of great \$alour, and coijfummate experience. 
Narfes, on his entering Dalmatia, was joined by John, and 
the army unde; his: command ; but being advanced as far 
as the confines of Veneris, the Franks, who, as,wc have 
related aboVe, had feized on that province, refufsd bins a 
J Xarfes.ar- paffalge': fo th«tt, ndt daring, at fo critical a conjun£ture, 
rivtswith to provok^, that nation, by the advice of John, who was 
msr '*\ t a X well acquainted with tbofe parts, he changed his route ; 
" 9 ,n ,/> and, marching along the fea-eoaft, got fare, with Ids whole 

army, to Ravenna, where he w'as joined by the remainder 
of the Roman force’s, under the command of Valerian and 
Juftin. 


mxi , Having remained nine days in Ravenna, to refrefh his 

durchts le anny, and appointed Judin goyernor of that city, he began 
his march towards Rome. Being arrived at Ariminum, 
Ufdriias, governor of the place; fallicd unexpectedly out 
with part of the garrifon, as he was fearching for a 
fora,-.attended by a fmall guard ; but a party of Heruli, 
feafonably advancing, put the Goths to bight, and killed 
XJfdrilas in the purfuit. The Romans might have eafily 
reduced the city, the garrifon being greatly difpiriced by the 
death of their governor ; but Narfes, purfuing his principal 
defign, and avoiding every thing that could retard it, pro¬ 
ceeded on his march, the Goths differing him to pafs the 
river undifturbed. He left the Via Flaminia, being in¬ 
formed that a ftrong body of Goths guarded the narrow 
pafe in the snount^jns called Petra Pertufa, now the Furlo ; 
and, turning to the left, fnirfued his march towards Rome. 
In the mean timssl'otila, having affembled all his forces in 
the neighbourhood of th^t city, marched through Tufcany 
towards the Apennine, and, having reached that mountain, 
"RllVnped at a village called Tngiria, with a defign to give 
the jlomatia battle upon the firft advantage that offered. 
He hadf fcarce formed bis camp, when Narfes came to the 
mountain, at a fniiil diftance from the place which 
KUjomorable for the defeat of the Gaels by Camillus, 
and, was Called Bufta Gallorum, becaufe the Gauls flain by 
hi^.’ilitipo'^uried these.-. • 

Narfes 
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Narfes, ifpon his arrival, difpatched a meffenger to To- Alja 
tila, aclvifing him nc A to contend with the yvboLe ftrength of pmmtdfUr 
the empire, commanding the meflet^gcr at the fame time, if 
he found Totila refolveckupon war, to bid him appoint a^iay «.?«?«- 
for a pitched battle. * TotWa, wghout betraying the halt M * s/ * 
afprehenfion, told the meffenger, that the difpute rani) be 
decided by the fword; and that, eight days after, he 
would not fail to meet the Reman general. Narfes, fufpect- 
ing fome defign in this delay, made the nejeffary prepaia- 
tions, as if he were ttj fight the day^foliowing: and acted 
therein very wifely; for the next dayilotili advanced with n e ; smt 
his whole army in order'of battle!* Narfes h»d in the night by Totila. 
detached .fifty men to feize on an eminence at a fmall dif- 
tantc; \*hich they executed accoidmgiV Ifut Totila, 
equally defirous to gain it, fent fevdral detachments of 
horfe, one after another, to dillodge them. Thg Romans 
maintained their ground, and being animated by the ex¬ 
ample of their leatler, named I’auf, who behaved with un¬ 
paralleled bravery, they contmually repuifed the enemy, and 
obliged them to give over their attempt, though ftrfupeiior 
to the Romans in •number, and fupported by frefu forces. 

While both armies Rood waiting the fignal, a (doth, 
named Cocas,' who had formerly ferved in the emperor’s 
army, advancing before' the ranks, challenged any on the A 
Roman fide to fingle combttt. The challenge was readily arr.bat. 
-accepted by Anzelas, an Armenian, who flew bis infulting 
adverfary at the firft encounter ; and returning to his com¬ 
panions, was received with joyful fhouts by the whole army, 
who confidered his fuccefs as an omen of their future vic¬ 
tory. Totila being informed, that a body of two thouland 
horfe, whom he had long expe&ed, were near at hand, in 
order to gain time, defired an interview with Naifcs; but 
before the place was agreed on where they were to meet, 
the two thoufand horfe joined the army : and then lotiia 
drew off his troops, and ordered them to refrefh themfelvds, 
as if he did not intend to engage that day. it be*ng already 
noon; but foort after he fuddenly led .them again ft the 
enemy, hoping, by fo ufnexpeaed an onfetfto forprife them. 
However, Narfes; who fufpeaedjiis defign,-and therefore 
had kept his men in battle-array, received him with great^ 

’ L BothTr’mics fi&tght for fome time with incredible fury; n, Goth* 
but the Gothic horfe being, after an obftinate conflict, put dt/taitd. 
to the rout, and retiring in great confufion among the foot, 
their infantry was by that means thrown into fuch dftorder, 
that they could- never afterwards rally. Narfes, obfcrvmg 
the enemy's army thus difordered* encouraged his 
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■m %|« oftCfSijnoteeffiart; which the Goths not being able to 
wSthftand* ■ beWhif themfelves to flight, leaving fix thou- 
fettd ntjrat-deak on the tpot. Totila, finding the day irre¬ 
coverably lqft, fled, attended only <by five horfemen ; but 
was purfued, and mortally wounded,' by a commander of 
lgie Gepidse, named Afbades. However, he continued his 
Right till he arrived at a place called Capne, where he 
halted, ,and had his*wound drefied; but he expired foon 
after, and was privately buried by thofe who attended him. 
As Aibades, who gave him.the mortal wound, did not 
know him, the report »of his death was.not believed by the 
Romans, till a,a Gothic wbman having difcovered the place 
where he was buried, they opened the grave, anji viewed 
dte body ' 

Totila is jrfdly cbmmended by all the wi iters of thofe 
times, ndfcbnly for his valour, but for his humanity, tem¬ 
perance, moderation and, above all, for his juftice and 
equity. Upon his accemon to the throne, he found the 
affairs of the Goths in a deplorable condition ; but brought 
them, in the eleven years he reigned, almoft to* the fame 
Rate 1 in which Theodoric had left them. Totila, fays 
Paulus Diaconus, though a- Goth, lived with the Ronwns* 
the a father with his children, without making the leaft al¬ 
teration in their lsVs or form of government. Procopius, 
though a Greek'j and confeqaemly no friend to the Goths, 
GP$td not help extolling, -da m any occafions, his mildnefs 
»ad ejemencytqthe vanquifliod. The fame writer often 
fommends him as a grcatlover of juftice and equity. In the 
wthny cities he reduced, he took particular care that no in- 
fiilt ftiould be offered, to the women ; and even punilhed 
one of hisofikars with death for abufing the daughter of a 
Roman in Calabria, though he Was a man of known valour, 
and the whole army interceded in his behalf: his eftate, 
which was, very confider able, he be (bowed on the woman, to 
make fonap.jgpends for the injury that had been done her. 
Jn (hart, adlthe writersowho fpeak of Totila, reprefent him 
as a perfon enadupd with every good quality becoming a 
prince. - ■'?*: ^ 

The Got&S. who had the gbod fortune to efcape the 
fjords of the Romansi-’fled over the Po, and afiembiing at 
fW*r*,y>^^»einura,;»ow Pavia, chofe Teia for their king. He was 
IMpr \' J jie , fefvedl| ,: eftee«fe(t' the moft vwant men of their 

• : *’ r V | BBtion, arid had, on feveral occafions, diftinguifhed himfelf 

in a moft eminent manner. His firft care was to affemble 
the Geths, who, after the kite defeat, had taken refuge in 
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the federal forts beyond the Po. Having fecured the trea- 
fure, which his pr^deceffor had left in.Patjja, he endea¬ 
voured to draw the Franks to his abidance by the offer of 
large fum, and by reprefenting to their king, than, if 
the Romans once recovered*Italy* they would, in the next 
jjfnce, attempt to drive them out of Gaul, to which they 
had no better claim than the Goths had to Italy. But the 
Franks could not be prevailed upon to hft'ord the Goths any 
affiftance, choofing rather to feize on Italy/or themfelves, 
than to employ theif arms in fearing it either to the 
Goths, or the Romans • 

In the mean time Narfes, informed that .the Goths had 
railed Teja to the throne, and that he, was afftynbling his 
cottnlrynsen beyond the Po, detached Valerian, with part of 
the army, to watch their motions, and'prevent, if poffible, 
their uniting, while he bimfelf marched with t'»e reft to¬ 
wards Rome. On his march, he, made himfelf mailer of 
Narnia, Spoletum, and Perugia ; and then approaching 
Rome, invefted it with his whole uriqy. Totila, before 
the arrival of Narfes in Italy, had burnt great part of the 
city ; and not having a fulficient number oi men to guard the 
'whele circuit of fo extenfive a place, he had furrounded with 
a new wall that part ofitnear Adrian’s tomb, which feemed 
the moil ftrong and defenfible. Into his fortrefs or caftle, 
as we may call it, the Gotlls retired with their moil valuable 
effefls, at the approach of Narfes, leaving but a fmall nufh- 
ber of men to defend the walls where they feemed weakefl; 
fo that the Romans, by the help of fcaling-ladders, entered 
the city without oppofition. Then Narfes invefted the 
caftle, which held out for fome time; but the garfifon, de- 
fpaiting of relief, furrendered, upon a protnife that their 
lives Ihould be fpared. Thus was Rome once more re¬ 
covered by the Romans, and the keys were fent again to 
the emperor. 

The Goths, defpairing of being able to maintain them¬ 
felves in Italy, diicbarged tfieir rage oi the Roman fe- 
nators, killing them wherever they fell .into their hands. 
Thofe who had been rtmfined by Totila tcPCnmpania, and 
were now returning to Rofhe, upon the report that the city 
was in the emperor’s hands, were all murdered by 
Goths quartered in thofe parts. Totila, upon his leaving 
Rome to march again!! Narfes, had taken with him, as 
hoftages, the children of the principal Romans, to the 
number of three hundred, and fent them beyond the Po; 
and now Teia ordered them all to be put to the fword. 

• Procop. lib. iv. cap. 34, 
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At the fame time Regnares, a Goth, wb®; commanded in 
Calabria, cut in pieces fifty Roman foldiers, who had been 
delivered, to him as hostages. Teia, during the fiege of 
Rome, had Conveyed the greater paat of the royal treasures 
to the caftle of Cumae, and fetfured it with a ftrong gar- 
rifon. Narfes, therefore, detached from Home a ftrong body 
to Jtefiege Cumse, and at the fame time another to attempt 
the reduction of Ceiitumcellser 

But Teia, fearing the royal treafure would fall into the 
enemy’s hands, refolv'ed at all event* to relieve the city of 
Cumx, where it was lodged. Purfuant to this rcfolution, 
he muftered aU bis forces; and palling the Po, dire died his 
march through Tufcany Narfes, informed of the toutc 
he had taken, detached the greater part ol his arm*/ to keep 
them at bay, ?iil Cumae bad fubmitted. But he, taking 
a great compafs by the fca-coaft, reached Campania, with- 
out'^'meeting the energy. Narfes recalling his forces, 
marched with his whole army into Campania, with a de- 
fign to oblige the Goths, if they attempted the relief of Cu- 
mx, to come to a general engagement. Both ainiics en¬ 
camped at the foot of Mount Vefuvius, being parted by the 
river Draco, now Sarno, and continued there two months, 
Narfes not daring either to pafs the-river, the Goths being 
mailers of the bridge, or retire, left they fhould relieve the 
city of Cumce. But at length Nhrfes having created on bis 
fide of the river feveral wooden towers, from which the 
Goths were galled .with continual fhowers of arrows, and, 
by a fleet fent him from Sicily, cut off' their communica¬ 
tion with thefea, they were forced, through want of provi- 
fions, to abandon their camp, and reiite to a neighbouring 
mountain, by Procopius called Mons Ladtarius. Thither 
Narfes followed; but not thinking it fafe to attack them, 
he fecured all the avenues leading to the mountain, and 
thus reduced them to fuch difficulties, that they rtfolved to 
put the whole on the iffiie of a battle. 

Purfuarft to this refolutioh, they came down unexpect¬ 
edly upon the Pio,mans, and began one of the mod bloody 
battles that evef' was fought. The Goths, like men in de- 
fpair, cxeited their utmeft efforts; and the Romans chofe 
rather tb die on the fpot than fhamefuliy yield toan enemy 
fio'much itiferor to them in number. During the adliou 
Teia exhibited furprifing proofs of valour and conduct, fuch 
as equalled him, in the opinion of Procopius, to the moft 
renowned herpes of antiquity. Apprifed that their all lay 
at flake, and that.the fate of Italy depended on the fucecfs 
of that day, he placed himfelf in the firft rank, to encourage 
his*men by his example. The Romans difeoveriug hint. 
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s " d knowing h#djath would terminate tile difpute, and. in 
all likelihood, the war, direfted their who], force aw nit 
him, fome attacking him with their fpears, and others dif- 
char.gi.ig at hmr fliowlrs of darts and arrows, which hi re¬ 
ceived on h.s (lucid, k„hng in the mean time great numbers 
of the enemy who, with all their efforts, were not able to 
make him fubm.t, or yield one inch of ground. Whewhis 
flneld was fo loaded with darfs, that he could not enfiiy witfld 
it, he called for another and renewing tin?, conllift, made 
a great daughter ot the,Romans. Thus he fliifted his fliicld 
three times ; but in the third change’, having left his bread 
expofed, he was, in that moment, woumlecf with a javelin, Temjlain, 
and inffmtly died of the wmnd, falling ip the .lace where 
he had flood from the beginning of the little, and upon 
heaps of the enemy, whom lie had killed with his own 
hand. • 


T he Romans, feeing him fa!!, Cut off his head, and fix¬ 
ing it upon a long pole, expofed it to the view of the Goths, 
not doubting that, dilheartened by the fight, they would 
give way; but, notwithdanding the death of their king, 
they continued the battle, till, night coming on, both armies 
\*\re obliged, to retire. Early next morning they renewed 
the engagement, and fought with unparalleled bravery, till 
night again parted them. , On the third day the Goths, dc- 
fpairing of being able to overcome the Romans, fo mjich 
fuperior to them in numbers, refolved to capitulate. Ac¬ 
cordingly they fent deputies to Narfes, offering to lay down 
their arms, provided fuch as chpfe to live in Italy fhould be 
allowed to enjoy their eftates and poffefiions without mo- 
leftation, as fubjedfs of the empire; and thofe who were 
willing to retire elfewhere, fhould be fuffered to carry off 
all their goods and effedTs. Thefe terms being immediately Q ct /„ 
ratified by Narfes, and the other commanders of the army, / u lmii to ( 
the Goths, laying down their arms, either repaired to their the emfe- 
refpedbive dwellings in Italy, J or, abandoning tfynt country, nr - 
retired with their effedts, after having engaged never to bear 
arms againft the Romans p. Thus endtfe^the dominion of Yr. of FL 
the Goths in Italy, in the twenty-fixth yeai; of Juilinian’s 
reign, the eighteenth of the Gotllic war, and of the Clirif- ~ ***" ' 
tian sera 553, after they had reigned fixty-four years \n ihaA*<]-/ ie e „jgf 
country, from Theodoric to Tcia. their Jom- 

The Goths, however, who had been left by Teia in the ’* 
fortified towns, refufing to Hand to the agreement made by 
their countrymen, had recourfe to the Franks, who, think¬ 
ing this a favourable opportunity of feizingon Italy for theni- 
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felves, promifed to affift them again'ft j;h|lRomans to the 
Btmoft of thgir power. Accordingly they entered Italy, 
not with (landing their aihance with the emperor, to the 
nurrtber of fixty thoufand men, roofl\ of them the fubje&s 
of Theudebald, king of IVfctz, u'hderthe conduct of the twc 
brotheis Leutharis and Bucilinus, afferting, that they were 
come to affid the Goths, but really with a view to make 
tbemfclves mafters of Italy, frith the affiftance of thofe 
whom they pretended to proteiSl. Narfes, informed of their 
march* reiblved to reduce, if poffiblss before their arrival, 
thofe towns dill held by the Goths. Having, therefore, left 
part of his arifly before Cunne, which city Teia had com¬ 
mitted to the change of his brotlipr Aligern, who fefufed tu 
deliver it up to the Romans, even after the agreement, *he 
marched into lufcany, where the cities of Voiaterite, Fife, 
Fsefufe, sKul fevetal others, fubmitted ; but Lucca held out 
with great obftinacy, thee Goths expecting to be relieved by 
the Franks: but the ntarcb of jheir pretended allies being 
retarded by the tropps which Narfes had font to difpute the 
paflage of the Po, the city, after three months fiege, was 
obliged to furrender. By this time Alige’m, being reduced 
to great didrefs in Cums, began to confider» that if the 
Franks, who were coming to his affidance, fhould drive the 
Romans out of Italy, the Goths would be no gainers by 
their vi£tory, fince it was not to be doubted but the Franks, 
wfiofe treachery was well known, indead of reindating the 
Goths, would fecufe the country in difpute to themfelves. 
He therefore judged it more reafonahle to deliver it to the 
ancient owners, than to drangers; and accordingly, open¬ 
ing.the gates to the Romans, he put them in polidlion of 
the town, and the royal treafure of the Goths. 

There were dill remaining feven thoufand Goths, headed 
by Regnares, who had feized on a fort near Capua, called 
Caflinum. Narfes marched againd them with his whole 
army ; but, finding he could not dorm the place without 
great lofs,*he refolved to reduce it by famine. The Goths, 
■who were plentdVlly fupplied with provifions, held out all 
the winters butf early in the fpring, Regnares demanded a 
conference with Narfes,'which being granted, he in lifted 
jjjjnn fuch unreafonable terms, that the general difmifled him 
with indignation. This affront Regnares refented to fuch 
a degree, that,havingfjained a bill near the walls, he let fly 
an arrow at Narfes, with a defign to kill him ; but having 
miffed his aim, the general’s guards fent a fhower of arrows 
after him, by one of which being mortally wounded, he was 
carried into the caftle, where he died in two days. The 
befieged, intimidated by the death of their leader, fubmit- 
, ted, 
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tied, upon promifj: that their lives fbould be fpnred. Narfes, rj,,. 
being admitted iifethe place, granted their lives, agreeably liver up 
to his promife ; but, in order to prevent *their railing any th* place to 
farther difturbance in Ijaly, he fent them all to Conlhm- Marju. 
tinople As for the Franks, who had entered Italy uti'der 
tie conduft of Leutharis and B’ucilinus, their numerous 
army was entirely deltroyed, partly by the fword and partly 
by ficknefs, as we fhall relate at larg^ in a more proper 
place ; fo that now all Italy was again brought under lub- 
jc£lion, and united to the eaftern enij^re, fome of the Goths 
retiring into other countries, but molt of them remaining 
in Italy, where they continued Up enjoy their lands and 
pofieflions. 

Narfes? who had delivered that country from»the domi¬ 
nion of die Goths, was appointed by Judi^i-m ro govern 
it as a province of the eaftern empire; and he ruled it ac¬ 
cordingly, to the great fatisfaftion of the inhabitants, till the 
year 568, when he was recalled the emperor Judin II. 
the fucccffor of fuftinian, al» the inltigation of his wife So- 
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phia ; and Longinus was fent fo govcrndtaly in his room. ' s6? ‘ 
As Longinus introduced a new form of government, we Carles re- 
fhaJJ, in a few words, acquaint the reader with the altera- tailed, and 
tinns he made, and then proceed to the hidory of the Lorn- Lt>»gi«»e 
bards, with which that of the exarchs, the fuccefiors ofw*^'" " 
Longinus, is infeparably interwoven. Tlie provinces of 
Italy had, ever frnre the time of Condantine the Great, begn 
governed by confulares, correclores, and prtefidcs, no al- 
tt ration in the government having been made, either by the 
emperors who reigned after Condantine, or by the kings of 
the Goths; but Longinus being fent to fucceed Narfes, with . 
abfolute power and authority, fupprefied tliofe magi It rates, 
and in their dead placed, in each city of coniequence, a go¬ 
vernor, whom he didinguifhed with the title of duke, lhe ‘The tegiu~ 
city of Borne was not more honoured than any other; for nmgeUkt 
Longinus, having abolifhcd the very name of fcnate and 'xarehato. 
confuls, appointed a magidraie over that metropolis, with 
the title of duke, common to the governors of the other ci¬ 
ties. Himfelf took the.titic of exarch, wlfigh by the ^reeks 
was given to thofe who prefided over a dioceQt, and confe- 
quently over the many provinces of which the diocefc was 
compafed. This title was adopted by the fuccefiors of Lw- 
ginus, who redding, as he had done, at Ravenna, were on 
that account called the exarchs of Ravenna, They governed 
all Italy, naming and removing the dukes at their pleafure; 
add to them the people had recourfe m all matters of con- 


* * 
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fequence. Longinus was dent by Juftin to rule all Italv , 
but great part of that country, in the &r!t year of his go¬ 
vernment, was f£ized on by the Lombards, called in by 
Narfes, as we have already related. This magiftrate main, 
teined the power and authority .of the emperors of the Eaft 
in Italy for the {pace of a*hundred and eighty-three years, 
that is, from the year 568, when Longinus was fent into 
Italy, to the year foi, whet* Eutychius, the laft exarch, 
was expelled, and Ravenna taken, by Aftulpbus king of the 
Lombards. V^fe {hall jtow, therefore, putfuant to our plan, 
refume the hiftory of the Lombards', in which the reader 
will find whatever has bpen tranfroitted to us concerning 
the exarchs, till the taking of Ravenna by Aftulphus, and 
the extinction of. the exarchate. h 

S E C T. II. 

The Hijlory of the Lombards, from the Death of C.kphis 
to DtfideriiiSj taken Captive by Charlemagne. 

JN the foregoing chapter, we have delivered the hiftory 
of the Lombards, from their original to the death 
ef Clephis, the fucceffor of Alboin, and fe'cond king of 
Italy ; and {hall now proceed with the hiftory of the other 
princes of that nation, to Deficferius their laft king, taken 
captive by Charlemagne, the Lombards, upon the death 
of Clephis, who had treated them with great cruelty, re- 
folved to be no longer governed by kings; and accordingly 
cbofe none for the {pace &£ ten years, but during that time 
bitJ break f ub j e & t0 their dukes, as we have related before. The 

iZo Gaul. Powerful among thefe dukes, uniting their forces, en¬ 

tered Gaul, and committed dreadful ravages. Gontran, 
king of Orleans, difpatched a confiderable army againft 
them, under the conduft of Amatus a patrician ; who en¬ 
gaged them, but was cut off with the greater part .of the 
a.rmy. After this,vi£Iory, tbd Lombards ravaged Burgundy 
without control, piade a dreadful (laughter of the Burgun¬ 
dians, who attempted to oppofe therft, and retired, enriched 
with an immtnfe booty.. Encouraged by this fuccefs, they 
JUtce'rvt -y returned fpon after, and laying the country wafte, advanced 
treat mer- as far as Ebrodunum or Ambrun, where they were oppofed 
tt’wwfrem by Ennius, called alfo Mummulus, at the head of a ftrong 
the t'r~akt. bpdy of Burgundians, who cut them off almoft to a man 
About the year 578, the Saxons, who had attended the 
Lombards into Italy, and were, by an agreement with Al- 

• Greg. Tur. lib. iy. cap. 36. 
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■boinus, to (hare with him his future conquefts, quarreling ThtSaxua 
with their old friends and ailics, refolved to quit Italv, and a«JUm. 
return to their own country. They pretended to live quite t ‘ lrai 
independent of the Lc*mbards, anti in a diftind body,; an a S m ’ 
independence which the Lombards not confcnting to, they 
ieft Italy with their wives and families, and took their route 
through Gaul: but Mummulus, one o^f Gontran’s captains, 
meeting them on the confines, killed a great number, t'ook 
many prifoners, and forced the retl to r|pafs the Alps. 

However, they returned again ; anil having, with a confi- 
dcrable fum, purchased a pail’age of .Mummulus, who met 
them at the Rhone, they retreated to their,ancient lands; Saxout 
hut foun.il them poflcffed by the Sunnsj who, unwilling to 'f.fff ani 
dispute #rith them, offered to refign two rtiirds flf their pof- ari ' m ^ v j 
felhons. This offer being rejected with im*ignation by the tfom cut 
Saxons, a bloody battle was fought, in which twenty thou- off tjthi 
(and Saxons were killed, and on the fide of the Suani only *■ uam ' 
four hundred and eighty. The Saxons, who remained 
alive, being about fix thouftnd^ in number, renewed the en¬ 
gagement; but were again defeated, aftd obliged to fubmit 
to the terms which the Suani were pleated to impole s . 

«But to return to the Lombards : three of their dukes, 
namely AmtJ, Zaban, and Rhodanus, notwiihftanding the 
defeat their countrymen had lately received in Gaul, burft 
into that country, and, dividing themfelves into three bodies, 
defolated it to a great extent; but Mummuiusattacking them yf.ffff. 
before they could unite their forces, cut great numbers in j tote j 
pieces, and obliged the red to quit their booty, and return apa j„ n 
into Italy. Thither a party of Franks followed them, who Gaul. 
made themfelves matters of a cattle in the neighbourhood 
of Trent, and having killed Ragilo, who came to oppofe 
them, pillaged the countiy to the very gates of Trent: but 
Ruin, duke of that city, fallving out unexpectedly againft 
them, deftioyed moft of them, with their leader Charam- 
nichis, and purfued the rett to the Alps, which they paned, 
leaving their booty behind *.* • t * » 

At the fame time the Lombards extended their conquefts Jh<y ,x- 
in Italy, and having defeated the forces oi the exarch Lon- 
ginus, reduced the cities of Sutrj, Bomarza, era, o , i la !y, 
Amelia, Perugia, Luccoli, and feveral others of lefs im-^ 
portance : but in the mean time Tiberius, who had Suc¬ 
ceeded Juftin, dying, Mauritius, who was cholen in Ins 
, alarmed at the progrefs the Lombards made in Ita y, 
red to put a (top to their victories, and if poffible, to 
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drive them out of that country. With this view he re¬ 
called Longinus, whom he judged unaqual to fuch an un¬ 
dertaking, and fefit Zamaragdus, a perfonof great prudence, 
and well {killed in military affairs., Zamaragdus landed at 
Ravenna with a confiderable a^my in the beginning of the 
year 584, and taking the field early in the fpring, furprifwd 
Broxillus, now. Briffello, a place of great ilrcngth on the 
F®. He likewife prevailed URpn Droclulf, an officer of ex¬ 
perience, to revolt from the Lombards, who had raifed him, 
though by natfbn a bjicvian, to the rank of a duke, and to 
bring over with him a confiderable number of men. At 
the fame time Mauritius*concerting other meafures to de¬ 
liver Italy frorh the yoke of the Lombards, had recourfe to 
Childebertj king, of the Franks, and with a larg^fum pre¬ 
vailed upon lym to engage in the war againft the Lom¬ 
bards. 

This confederacy, and the great preparations made both 
by Zamaragdus and ChMdebert, alarmed the Lombards to 
fuch a degree, that apprehending they fhould not be able to 
withftand two fuck powerful enemies, fo long as‘they con¬ 
tinued divided into fo many petty kingdqms, they refolved 
to rellore their ancient form of government, to fubmit again 
to the authority of a fingle perfon, and commit to his care 
the whole managementkrf fo dangerous a war. Purfuant 
to this refolution, they alfembled in 585, apd unanimoufly 
raffed Autharis, the fon of*Clepbis, to the throne. Autha- 
ris, with his valour and prudence, fo eftablifhed the kingdom 
of the Lombards, that notwithftanding the utmoft efforts 
of the Roman emperors, lafted for the fpace of two hun¬ 
dred years. He had no fooner mounted the throne than he 
undertook the recovery of Briffello, refolved, as it was a 
place of the utmoft importance, to force it out of the ene¬ 
my's hands. Droctulf, who was in the town, and expedited, 
if he were taken, to be treated with the utmoft feveiity by 
the Lombards, made fuch a vigorous defence, that the liege 
continued^ Jong time ; but .the garrifon being reduced to 
great extremity, Drodtulf found means to withdraw in the 
night, and repaig fo Ravenna. Autljaris, being thus mailer 
of the place^ difmantled it, that it might no longer ferve 
as a place of refuge to the enemy, in cafe it fhould fall again 
infc? their hands. After the redudtion of Briffello, he put 
his troops into winter-quarters, the feafoh being already far 
advanced, and employed hjmfelf till the following fpring, 
partly in fettling the affairs of the kingdom, and partly in 
making the neceffary preparations for the enfui-ng cam¬ 
paign 

■ Paul. Disc. «hr Geft. Long. lib. Hi. cap. 7. 
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In the firft place be took upon him the name of Flavius, 
and ordered it to be*ufed, in imitation ofjthc Roman em¬ 
perors, by all the Lombard kings his fucceflbrs. In the Hit am. 
lecond .place, confident*" that the dukes, who for ten y«nrs d “ s to- 
had ruled with abfoluft power ojer their refpcclive duke- ’ wardl ‘i e 
items, would rtot willingly part with all their authority, he 
allowed them to continue in their governments ; but oblyr- 
ed them to contribute one m*ietv of their revenues towards 
the maintenance and fupport of his royal dignity. He re¬ 
fereed to himfelf tlnj fupreme dominion and authority, 
and took an oath of the dukes, that (in time of war they 
would chearfully affilt him to tV* utinofl cf their power. 

Though Ije could remove the dukes at bis pleafure, yet he 
dej»rived^ione of their dukedoms, e\ccpt*in cates of trea- 
fon, nor gave them toothers but when’theirtnale ifl'ue fail¬ 
ed .And this was the origin of the fiefs in .Italy (P). 

Having fettled matters with the d^kes in the manner we 
have related, he enaclcd fevcral wholefome and feafonable 
Jaws againft theft, rapine,* murder, adultery, and other 
crimes, which at that time prevailed aihong his fubjeefs. 

He was the firft of the Lombard kings, who, renouncing 
Pappnifm, embraced the Chriftiuti religion; and his exam- He cm* 
pic was followed by molt of his fubjedks ; but as they were braces the 
all inftrudtcd by Arian bifliops, they continued long in felted chr ffi‘ a,g 
with that herefy ; which c*cc.ifioned great difputes between T “& ua ' 
them and the orthodox bifliops of the cities fubjedk to thfir 
dominion. 


w Paul. Diac.lib. iii. cap. 8. Sigoi/ de Reg. Ttal. lib. i. Regin. 
lib, i. p 517. 


(P) Some have imagined, 
that fiefs were firft introduced 
by the Lombards, and, in imi¬ 
tation of them, adopted by 
other nations'; but they are 
certainly mi (taken in this con-• 
jefture, fince it is manifeit from 
.Aimonius (1) and Gregory ot 
Tours (2), that fiefs had been 
introduced into Gaul by the 
Franks fome years before the 
reign of Autharis, who firft 
eftablifhed them in Italy. All 
the cuftoms and laws which 
were afterwards introduced and 
publifhed concerning fiefs, are 

(1) Aimon. lib, i. cap.,14. 


owing to the Lombards, who 
gave them a certain ami regulaY 
term; fothat, among all other, 
nations, fuccelfions, aequifi- 
tions, inveltitutes, and every 
thing elfe # relating to fiefs, 
were regulated by the cuftoms 
and laws *<4 the Lombards. 
Hereupon a neiy body of law« 
fprifng up, which were called 
feudal laws, and fldl are^in 
fome provinces of Italy, efpe- , 
cially in the prelent kingdom 
of Naples, the chief part of the 
jurifprudence. 


(1) Greg. Torn life* ir. cap, 45. 
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Autharis, having fettled the affairs of his kingdom dur¬ 
ing the winter, received news early inche fpring that Chil- 
debeit, kingtof t'he Franks had, purfuant to his agreement 
wljh the emperor Mauritius, paffed the Alps at the bead of 
a powerful ..army. Being welbaffured that he had not fuf- 
ficient ftrength to withstand him in the field, he ordered 
his dukes to provide their cities with flrong garrifons, and 
td wait within their,.walls the^irrival of the enemy, fending, 
atrthe fame time, ambaffadors to Childcbert, with rich pre- 
fents, to fue for peace 1 . This conduct was attended with 
the defired fucc.efs;,for Childebert, confidcring it would 
prove a veiy tedious and, difficult undertaking to befit-ge fo 
many cities* accepted the prefents fent by Autjiaris, and 
returned home. ■ Of this retreat the emperor ^Mauritius 
loudly complained," and reproaching Childebert with breach 
of faith, infilled upon his returhing the money he had re¬ 
ceived, amounting to fifty thoufand foiidi, for making war 
upon the Lombards, if He did not, within a time prefixed, 
perform his engagements. CMldebert, unwilling to refund 
tbe money, and, oh the other hand, thinking himfelf bound 
in honour to perform fome remarkable fervice in favour of 
his ally, worthy of fo large a fum, raifed another numerous 
army, and having fupplied them With every thing necefiary 
for the expedition, ordered them to march, under the con- 
du£t of his beft generals, into'Italy. Autharis had for- 
laerly declined a battle, anti, acting only defenfively, had 
kept his troops within the fortified towns ; but now, consi¬ 
dering that if he (hould have the good fortune to crufh fo 
powerful an enemy, otheV nations, as well as the Franks, 
would be thereby deterred from invading his dominions, be 
rejfolved to alter his conduct, and meet the enemy in the 
open field. W ith this view he muftered all the forces he 
had, and having encouraged them with an animating 
’fpeech, marched in quell of the enemy, and offered them 
battle. The challenge being accepted by the Franks, a 
bloody engagement enfued, in which both armies fought 
with inexpreflible fury ; but the Franks were, in the end, 
utterly defeated* ‘The Lombards piwfued them with great 
daughter, and obliged tlyem to take refuge among the bar¬ 
ret* mountains, where mo ft of them perilhed with hunger 
am! cold ; fo that very few retired to their own country. 

Childebert, to revenge tbe lofs of this army, fent another 
under the conduct of Anduaid, Clio, and Cedinus, three 
generals of tried valour, and long experience in war. Olo 
laid fiege to a ftrong caftle called Bilitio, where he was 
lulled with an arrow, and moft of his men cut off in a fally 
by thc befieged.. Cedinus took fome ftrong places inCifal- 
if- w' ■ pine 
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pine Gaul, now Lombardy. And Anduald, advancing as 
far as Verona, laid fbme open towns in afhes, carrying with 
him the inhabitants into captivity, contrary tr» the articles 
of the treaty between tym and the* emperor ; but in .the 
mean time violent diftempejs beginning to ragp among'the 
lir.mks, occafioned by the hot fealon and want of provifions, 
and the Lombards remaining within their iortitied towns| 
the generals of the Franks thought prpper to retreat, M 
the Lombards lbouid fall upon them after their army had 
been confiderably weakened by the uliftempers that daily 
fwept off great numbers. On their.rcturn they were re¬ 
duced to fuch mifery, that they*.were forced iirft to fell 
their cloatbs, and at lad their arms, to purchafe provilions *. 
Aitbaris^ thus delivered from all fear cf fo pftweriul an 
enemy, refoived to employ his whole ftrength in fubduing 
fuch provinces of Italy as were ftill poffelled bv the Ho¬ 
mans. He had already conquered all the hither Italy, ex¬ 
cept the dukedom of Home, and Phc exarchate, which was 
at that time governed by Romanus, who had fucceeded 
Zamaragdus, and comprised fhc prefeht Bologncfe, Ro¬ 
magna, the duchy of Urbino, and great part of Pieenum, 
noy*La Marca. The provinces which o.nllitute the pre- 
fent kingdoByif Naples, were ilill in the hands of the Ro¬ 
mans, the chief cities being governed by their dukes, who 
were all immediately unde* the exarch : but the molt power¬ 
ful among them, namely, the \iukes of Naples, Surrenio, 
Amalfi, Tarento, and Gaeta, dc^fpifing the exarchs, ruled 
with the moft abfolute power, t 

As thefe provinces lay at a grt/t dilhnee from Pavia, the 
royal feat of the Lombards, and could receive fpeedy fuc- 
coursby feain cafe they were attacked, the emperors kept 
but {'mail garrifons in the cities, being obliged to employ 
all the forces they could fpare in the Perfian war, which 
was a heavy burthen upon them at the fame time.' Of this 
circumftance Autharis was well apprifed; therefore, leav¬ 
ing Rome and Ravenna behind him, whjph wesr defended 
by numerous garrifons, he, in the fprinj* of the year 589, 
appointed his troops tp rendezvous at Spoktum, and, pre¬ 
tending to march elfewhere, turned all on ■1 fudden, and 
entered Samnium, which province, together with the city 
of Beneyento, he reduced almoft without oppofition. En¬ 
couraged by this fuccefs be over-ran all Calabria. Advanc¬ 
ing as far as Rhegium, on the fartheff point of Italy, he 
rode into the fea, and ftriking with his lance a pillar that 
pood near the fhore, Thus far (faid he) {hall the bounds 

* Greg. Turr. lib. iv. cap. 47. Paul- Diac. lib, in. cap. 9. 
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of the Lombards extend.” Qn his return intoSamnium he 
reduced that province to a dukedom, Sppointing Zoto, or 
S 3 otto, firft truke of Benevento, which he made the metro¬ 
polis of Samnium. Th l us, to the two famous dukedoms of 
Friuli and Spoleto, was ^dded<a third, which, in procefs 
of time, became as much fuperior to the other two, as they 
exceeded the other ^ukedoms of Italy. Autharis, after the 
re§u£tion of Sarnnium, refolded to carry the war into the 
exarchate, anc|j the dukedom of Rome; but apprehend¬ 
ing he might be diverted by Chjldebert, king of the 
Franks, from purfuing his conquefts, he endeavoured to 
conclude a pea/re with fo tfouhlefome and powerful an ene¬ 
my. Accordingly^ he difpatched ambafl'adors to ( Gontran, 
uncle to Childe&ert, hoping, by his mediation, lay <the 
foundations of a hailing pacification with the king of the 
Franks. ,Gontran readily interpofed ; but Autharis did not 
Hire to fee the fuccefs of $he mediation, being in the mean 
time taken off by poifon. 

He died in Pavia cn the.thirteenth of September 590, 
after having reignecl about fix years; but the author of his 
death was never known *•.' Autharis had married Theude- 
linda, the daughter of Garlbald king of the Bobariofct •; 
but as he had no children by her, the Lombards,- upon in¬ 
telligence of his death, afiembled in Pavia to choofe a new 
king; but, being divided in opinion, they referred the whole 
afftiirto Tbeudelinda, having firft agreed among themfelvcs, 
that the perfon (lie ftiould. choofe of the dukes for her huf- 
band, (hould he inverted with the royal dignity. That ex¬ 
cellent princefs, to fhew hlrfelf worthy the confidence thev 
repofed in her, after having confultcd the wifefl men of 
the nation, by their advice, bellowed herfeif and kingdom 
t>n Agilulf duke of Turin, a perfon of extraordinary merit, 
and nearly related to the late king. Her choice being ap¬ 
plauded by the whole nation, Agilulf, after his marriage, 
was crowned king of the Lombards in a full affembly held 
at Milan i«> the rrtpnth of May, 591. 

In the firft year t of his reign died Zotto, the firft duke of 
Bfcnevento, of whom we find nothing in hiftory worthy of 
notice, except his plundering and deflroying the famous 
monaftery of Mon-te Cafino, built about fixty years before 
by St. Beoedi£t, and already wonderfully enriched with the 
, donations of feveral princes *. Upon his death, Agilulf 
appointed Arechis, coufm to Gilulphus duke of Friuli, to 
fdScecd him in the dukedom of Benevento. The dukes, 

,K, ■ 

* Paul. Biac. lib. iii. cap. 18. a Greg- Mag. Dial. lib. ii, 

eajfc 17. JDe Noce Cb#on. Cafin. lib, i. cap. z. 
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according to the regulations introduced by Atitharis, cotdd 
only in cafes of treJfon be deprived of tjjeir dukedoms*, 
and, upon their death, they were fucceeded bV their male 
iliue, if the king judged them capaole of fo great a com¬ 
mand. If the duke died without iliue male, the king was 
atliberty either to choofe another in his room, or to fup- 
prefs the dukedom : and indeed feverjl dukedoms were 
fupprefl'ed by the prefent king*, thedukw having attempted 
to {hake off all dependency, and to ufurp an aidolute power 
in their refpedlive dillrwfts. The exabiple of Agilulf was 
followed by his fucceffors, who, declining to appoint new 
dukes in the room of thofe who died without iffue male, 
reduced, degrees, the dukedoms to a vfry fmah number. 
Dining tbt government of Arechis, whicli lulled for the 
fpace of fifty years, the bounds of the clukeifom of Bene- 
vento vfere greatly extended ; for, at that princess death, 
they reached on one fide to the city of Naples, and on the 
other to Sipontum, at the f foot of Mount Gargauus, in 
Apulia. _ , , 

But to return to Agilulf: he was, foon after his ele&ion, 
perluaded by Theudclinda, who had been brought up in the 
catHbiic religion, to renounce the errors of Arius ; and his 
example was^itdlowcd by great numbers of his fubjcfls, 
fome of them abjuring Paganifm. and others the dottrinc 
of Arius, to embrace the orthodox faith. Hence I lieude- 
linda is much commended by Gregory the Great, who iit- 
feribed to her the four books of Tj -" Lives of the Saints, 
which he had compofed. She h:Jt done all that lay in her 
power to induce Autharis, her lull huibaud, to prolcfs the 
Catholic faith; but to no purpofe, that prince leiuungto 
quit the religion in which he had been educated J . Agi¬ 
lulf, in the third year of his reign, was forced to turn his 
arms a« r ninft his own countrymen; for Minult, duke ol 
the ifland of St. Julian, and Gaidulf, duke of Bergamo, 
revolting, claimed an abfolute authority in their retpec- 
tive diftrids. Agilulf marched againft tjjcm, and having 
found means to get Minulf into his powy, he put him to 
death, becaufc he had formerly revolted to*bc Franks, and 
joined Childebert in the irruption be' made into Italy. He 
befieged Gaidulf in the city of Bergamo ; but upon his fil¬ 
ing for peace, and fubmitting, he was received again itffo 
favour. About the fame time Ulfaris, another duke, but 
of what place, we are not told, refufing to acknowlcge the 
authority of Agilulf, raifed great difturbances, which we* 
quelled not without bicodflied ; yet, Ulfaris not only ob- 
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talked his pardon, but was confirmed by the king in hi< 
dukedom. , * 

While thfc arms of Agilulf were thus employed again!) 
the rebellious dukes, ftomanus, Who had fucceeded Zama- 
ragdus in the exarchate, feiziftg fo* favourable an opportu- 
nity, broke the truce which he had lately made, and inr- 
pjriied feveral cities belonging to the Lombards. In cotifc- 
quence of thefe Ijoftilities,‘the king, aflembling all his 
forces, marched againft the exarch, who, at his approach, 
retired to Ravenna, leaving fmall garrifons in the towns lie 
bad taken. Upon lies retreat, Agilulf eafily recovered the 
cities he had- feized. •f'erugia alone held out for fomc 
time, being defended by Mauxifius duke of the place, who 
bad delivered it'to the Romans■, but at length, the city*\vas 
forced to fur/ender. Maurifius attempted to make his ef- 
cape; b<it was taken, and, by the king’s order, deprived of 
life. From Perugia Ag'lulf marched into the Roman duke¬ 
dom, and, having laid it wafte, encamped with his army 
at a fmall diftnnee from thp city ; but Theudcliijda, at the 
earned requeft of Gregory the Great, then bifhop of Rome, 
prevailed upon her huiband to grant a peace to the inhabi¬ 
tants of that city, and retire c . The piiloners taken bf the 
Lombards on this occafion, were all ranfoirfeH by Gregory 
the Great, the other catholic bilhops generoufly contribut¬ 
ing to fo good a work d . Ip Sicily, Stephen, fent from Con- 
ftuntinople to guard thecoaftsof that ifland, committed fuch 
rapine, fo many adts of Violence and injuftice, that the re¬ 
cital of them could harcVy be contained, fays Gregory the 
Great, in one volume. li peace was foon after concluded, 
by means of this prelate, between Agilulf and the exarch 
Callinieus, who, upon the death of Romanus, had been 
fent from Conftantinople to fucceed him in his government. 

At the fame time Theodcbert, the fucceflor of Childe- 
bert, was perfuaded, not only to conclude a peace, but to 
enter into an alliance, with the king of the Lombards. This 
peace with the Romans and Franks proved very feafonable; 
for, foon after, t,hree of the dukes, rebelling, raifed great 
difturbances in # the kingdom, and gave rife to a civil war. 
Thefe were Eangrulf duke of Verona, Gaidulf or Gandulf 
duke ofBergamo, and Warnecauta third duke, butofwh.it 
pftce, we ate not told. Agilulf, marching againft the confe¬ 
derates, defeated them entirely 5 and, having taken thefe chiefs 
prifoaers, ordered all three to be put to death, in order to 

g er the other dukes from following their example. While 
«tt engaged in this domeftie war, the exarch Callinieus, 

•Horeg, Mag. lib. hr. ep. 33. & lib. vit. ep. 30. 
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in manifeft breach of the treaty, which had been lately 
concluded, furprifetPthe city of Parma, in which he found 
a confiderable treafure, and took the king’s daughter, and 
her bufband Godefcalk# prifoners. ' This breach of faith 
in the exarch provoked* the king the Lombards to fuch a 
decree, that he refolvcd to purfue the war, which had been 
thus begun by the Romans, with the jitmoft vigour, aijd 
not to lay down his arms till he had driven them, if pof- 
fible, entirely out of Italy. Purfuant to thisjefolution, iie 
entered into an alliance with Chagaft king of the Avares, 
who undertook to make a powerful diverfion in Thrace, 
while Agilulf carried on the war ft* Italy. , 

1 he king of the Lombards, havingTajfed a confiderable 
anwy, an-b finding that the exarch declined* meeting him in 
the field, marched from Milan, where bis tfoops had af- 
fembled, to Cremona, which he invefted on all fidfS. The 
Roman garrifon made a vigorous rjfiltance} but defpairing 
of relief, were obliged, after having held cut for a month, 
to furrender the place, whiefi, (jy the kind’s orders, Vas le¬ 
velled with the ground. From Cremona he led his army, 
reinforced by a body of Sclavi, fent him by bis ally the king 
os-iWAupres, againft the cities of Padua and Mantua, which 
werc bStTT rkf-ffi, plundered, and laid in afhes, the garri- 
fons being allowed to retire to Ravenna, and the inhabi¬ 
tants to withdraw. While? Agilulf thus purfued his con- 
quefts in Italy, Chagan, invading Thrace, committed dread¬ 
ful ravages. Having over-run that province, and Mcefia, 
he approached the imperial city with his numerous army; 
a cireumftance which alarmed th/inhabitants to luch a de¬ 
gree, that they thought of quitting Europe, and retiring 
with their valuable efFe£fo> to Chalcedon* and other places 
in Afia. In the mean time, Chagan was obliged to retreat 
by a plague, which broke out in his army, and carried off 
feven of his fons in one day. Upon bis departure, he o er- 
ed to releafe all his prifoners, of whom he had twelve thou- 
fand, at a crown a head ; but* his offer fremg rtjeaed by 
Mauritius, who was a prince of a nar{ow parfimomous 

temper, Chagan, 'in gaeat indignation, ordered all the cap¬ 
tives to be put to the fword. During this waf died the ex¬ 
arch Callinicus, who had firft begun it; and m his room 
was fent Zamaragdus to govern Italy a fecoad time, with 
orders from the emperor to releafe the king s daughter, with 
her hulband, and to reftore the whole treafure that had 
been feized by his predeceffor in the city of Parma, 
this generous behaviour, Agilulf was fo far won. as to 
grant the Romans a truce from the month of September 
till the following April 

f Greg. lib. iv.ep.33i p. 
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, Daaig the truce, Agilulf,- having afiembled the chid 
men of the nation at Milan, declared,tin their preftnce, his 
ton Adalualtl, or, as others call him, Aldonald, yet an iu- 
fapt, his colleague, a ltd caufed l«'m to be crowned in the 
Open circus Wlth great folemnity. After this ceremony, the 
peace was renewed with Theodebert, king of the Franks 
whofe ambafladors were prefent at the inauguration of the 
jdiung prince, and, a perpetual league concluded between 
the two nations. The truce with the Romans being ex- 
pired) the Lombards 4 began hoflilities, fuzing on the two 
important polls of Ofbiturn and Balneoregium ; but the ex¬ 
arch, with twelve thoufo<ud folidi, prevailed upon the king 
to re it ore them, and# to renew the truce for a year, which 
the king employed in cmbcllilhing and ’ fortifying Ferrara, 
tul that time t*n iueonOdcrable village, hut conveniently fi- 
tuated on the Po, Mid on that account lurrounded by Agi- 
lulfwith walls, and beautified with feveral flatelv buiid- 
ings; by which means ‘it became, by degrees, one of the 
molt cenfiderable cities in thtfe parts, and has continued 
luch ever lince. In the mean time the ttucc between the 
^ng and the exarch expiring, Zamaragdus prevailed upon 
the king to renew- it for three years longer. „ 

Notwitbftanding this truce, the inhabitant*'w'-Icaly did 
not enjoy the tranquility they had promifed thcmfelves ; 

Cacanus, king of the Dunns, leaving Pannonia, made 
ajudden irruption into the'dukedom of Friuli, which he ra¬ 
vaged with fire, and fword. Duke Gilulf, having drawn to¬ 
gether a body of forces, marched out again!! him; but in 
.the battle that enfued, w\g overpowered hy the enemy, and 
with mo ft of his men. Cacanus, elated with this 
Victory, befieged Forum Julii, the metropolis of the duke¬ 
dom, which was betrayed by Romihla, the deceafed dukc’3 
widow, upon his promifing to marry her; forfheis faid to 
have been captivated by the comelinefs of the young prince 
in feeing.b&p from the walls; but he, inftead of perform- 
jog his pspmife^caufed her* to be put to an ignominious 
death, after having abufed her himfelf, and caufed her to 
be in like manner abufed feveral of his foldiers, to gra¬ 
tify, as he fad, her viejous inclination. 1 he duke’s fons, 
Mto, Cacp, Rodoald, and Gritnoald, found means to make 
ttnir eff^eqpf#e*A?back; but the latter, being yet a child, 
Was overtaken by Tome of the enemy’s horfe, and delivered 
cuftody of one of them, while the others purfued the 
*#• Bat while the Hunn rode before him leading his 
, fud ^ enl y g ave bun fuch a blow on the head with 
be left fiim dead, on .the fpot; and then riding 
fijll [peed ,overlook his blotters, mid, together with them, 

reached 
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reached a neighbouring caftle. The Hunns, upon their de- Their , r .- 
parture, carried » 4 th them all the inhabitants who had ekjmtht 
fallen into their hands, pretending, that the£ defigned to 
allot them lands in Panaonia ; but Saving reached the oon- 
fines, they put all the*men.to the fword, and cartied the 
women and children into captivity/, 

While the Hunns were thus ravagjng the dukedom of 
Friifli, great difturbances happened in 'Ravenna. Joannes 
Lemigius, who had been fent by the emper®r Heraclius to 
fucceed Zamaragdus ip the exarchatS, levying heavier taxes 
on the people than they had formerly paid, the multitude 
rifing, broke into the palace, antftore the eisardh to pieces. The exarch 
together vyith the judges, whom he h:yj afl'emblcd for the 
adminiftr*tion of juftice. When intelligence o*f this mu¬ 
tiny was brought to Naples, Joannes CdmpoTinus, who go¬ 
verned* that city for the emperor with the title«of duke, 
thought he could not have a mog; favourable opportunity 
of fhaking off all dependence, and making himfelf abfoiute 
lord of the city committed to hjp charge. Accordingly,-tie The Me of 
caufed himfelf to be acknowleged by the inhabitants for Naples re. 
their prince, and provided the city with a ftrong garrifon, *“*'• 
uo>d9ubjting but forces would foon be difpatched againft 
him elifrei-jf.Vm Ravenna or Conftantinople. Heraclius, 
upon the firft intimation he received of the murder of the 
exarch, and the rebellion bf the duke, appointed Eleuthc- 
rius, his chamberlain, a perlon greatly efteemed for his prtj- 
dence and valour, to fuccced Ifcmigius in the exarchate, 
enjoining him to appeafe themuyny in Ravenna, and then 
march, with all the troops un/er his command, againft 
Compofinus, the rebellious duke of Naples. Eletitherius, 
arriving at Ravenna, punifhed thofe he found guilty of the 
murder of his predcccffor with death; and having thus 
quelled the tumult, fet out on his march for Naples, with 
all the troops he could affembie. He took his route through 
Rome, where he was received with demonftrations of joy 
by the inhabitants, who were* greatly attached to the em¬ 
perors, and bore an implacable averfion .tothe Lombards. 

From Rome the exarch purfued his march tft Naples, where Naples re- 
he was for fome time vigorouily oppofed by the garrifon ; 
but having reduced the city, he put the duke to death, ajid ^ £ ‘ 
appointing another in his room, returned to Ravenna*. death. 

During -thefe difturbances, Agilulf died in the twenty- 
fifth yeair of his reign. He was the firft of the Lombard 
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kings who embraced the'catholicfaith 5 and his exampls 
b$mg -followed bv great numbers of his fubje&s, the Lom- 
ferds became left odious to the inhabitants of Ithly, and 
thqir government mofc tolerable* By the advice of hit 
queen Theudelinda, he rebuilt the churches which had beer 
deftroyed in the former wars, repaired the monafterios 
and enriched both with large poffeffions h . 

‘ Agilulf was fucoeeded by«his fon Adaluald, whom ht 
had taken fonje years before for his colleague. As he was 
ftill very young, he fuffered himfelf to be governed by his 
mother T beudelinda, who applied herfelf wholly to works 
of piety and religion 3 fo'that, during his reign, the Lom¬ 
bards enjoyed profound tranquility. But great dyturbancei 
happened 1 in the 'exarchate; for Eleutherius tfe exarch, 
elated with the fuficefs that had attended him againft the 
dtike of Naples, and forgetting that virtue and'moderation, 
which till then had recommended him to the efteem of the 
empertjr and all the Romans, began to entertain thoughts 
djntfttrping the fovereignty oV Italy. The great diftance 
betv^heiv him and* the emperor, the authority he had in 
thofe patta, and tjie war with the Saraoens, in which the 
emperor was then engaged, affordej.1 him, he thoqgh^^far 
vourableOpportunity of accomplifhing his def’gii." Having, 
.therefore, in the firft place, gained the afFedf ion of the fol- 
diery by feveral popular a£b of condefcenfion, but, above 
aH, by paying their arrears, which had been long due, 
he refolved to fet out fof Rome with bis whole army, and 
caufe himfelf to he acknofcvleged king of Italy. He was en¬ 
couraged to this ftep, by fie news he received of the death 
bf Deufdedit, bifhop of that city ; for he thought that, while 
the people were bulled in the ele£tion of a fucceffor, he 
might, with great cafe, feize on the city, and then influence 
the eleftipn, fo as to have one of his own friends raifed to 
that fee. But on his march he was informed that Boni¬ 
face, the> fifth of that name, was already elected •, a circum- 
ftance which obliged him to‘alter his meafures: for having 
commanded the army to hale, he made a plaufible fpeech, 
inveighing againft the diforders and abufes which then 
prevailed, paomifed to ^edrefs all grievances to their fatif- 
fa^tion, and allured them of his favour and prote&ion. 

Slaving by his fpeech attached them, as he imagined, to 
his interdl, he openly affumed the title of king 1 , telling 
them* "St fhpsfaine. time, that he was marching, to Rome, in 
tpflder 10 ; ; - d there, as in the moil proper place, with 

the enfigtpsifSqyaky. '.The army wasjpitlf forprifcd at 
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the condud of. their general } but did not, however, openly 
oppofe it tUl^fcmeydays after, when, arriving at Luceoii, 
they began toTnutiny : no longer conGdfc-ing Eleutherius 
as their general, but as g traitor and iifurper, they few him 
and fending his head to the,emperor at Conftaijtinople, re¬ 
turned to Ravenna *. Heraclius appointed Ifaaccius, a pa¬ 
trician, to govern Italy in his room. In the beginning of 
his adminiftration, Gregory,# patrician*, who governed for 
the emperor in thofe parts, pretending great kindnefs for 
Tato, the young duke of Friuli, invited the ‘youth to Opti- 
gerium, where he refi&ed, in order to,adopt him, as he pre*- 
tended, for his foil. Tato, not djifpeiting the leaft trea¬ 
chery, immediately complied w;th the invitation, taking 
with him^his fecond brother Caco, and Several'other per- 
fons of diftin&ion j but they had no fooner entered the 
town, Jjian Gregory, having caufed the gates to be ihut, or¬ 
deredhis tnen to attack them. The two brothers,*and their 
followers, defended themfelves (of fome time with great 
courage, killing great numbtfrs of the aggrefiors; but being 
purfued from ftreet to ftreet, overpowered with multitudes, 
and quite fpent, th.ey were in the end all cut off. Gregory, 
by this inhuman piece of treachery, hoped to make himfelf 
matter the ..whole duchy, the two remaining brothers, 
Rodoald; anS'Grimoald, being very young. But their unqje 
Grafulf, Informed of what.had happened, haftened to Fo¬ 
rum Julii, and taking upon himfelf the adminiftration, con¬ 
trived matters fo ik'ilfully, that Gregory thought It prudent 
to make no farther attempts. Clal'ulf kept the dukedom 
for himfelf; and the two brother, Rodoald and Grimoald, 
not thinking themfelves fafe while in his power, fled to 
Arechis, the fecond duke-of Beneventum, by whom they 
were kindly received, and entertained in a manner fuitable 
to their rank “. 

In the eighth year of Adaluald’s reign, Eufebius was 
fent by the emperor Heraclius, with the character of arn- 
baffador, to conclude a lafting peace witlu the king of the 
Lombards, and to fettle other affairs of great importance. 
He, having gained the/onfidence of the lti»g, either of his 
ovsn,fuggeftion, or in compliance,with his private inftruc- 
tioris, prefented him, as he came out of the bath, with a 
draught, which foon deprived him of the ufe of his fenfes, 
and brought him to a kind of melancholy madnefe While 
he was jt this condition, Eufebius, pretending that his 
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K>’ nobility to.lje inhumanly maffacfe&; a$patrage which 

AfefewM alarmed the felt to fuch a degree, that taking up arms, thev 
removed both him and‘his mother Theudelinda from the 
mMefttM |? vernmen *5 an d mifedrto the thrdne Ariovald, duke of 
ft* hit Turin, who had married Gundeberg, the filter of AdalauM. 

room. This revolution oc<afioned great difturbances among the 

Lombards, and rent’their kingdom into two parties. Ario- 
fild was fupperted by ( the“nobles, who had depofed Adalu- 
ald, and all the bilhops beyond the Po, who earneftly en¬ 
deavoured to gain the reft to their party. On the other 
hind HonoriuCj bifhop ot Rome, efpoufed with great zeal 
the caufe pf the^ depofed king, and left no ltoner unturned 
tO get him reftored to the throne, incited thereto by *the 
regard he had Tor Theudefinda, to whofe piety the catholic 
Religion was highly indebted, and ^y his averfion te. Ario¬ 
vald, who held the tenefs of Arius, and had bees, brought 
t»P in that perfuafion. He found means to gain Ifaaccius, 
the exarch, over to.his party, and prevailed upon liim to join 
the friends of Adaluald with all the troops under his com¬ 
mand. He likewife compelled the bilhops who had, efpoufed 
the caufe of Ariovald, to abandon that jfaHaie 

for Adaluald i hue notwithftanding the utrffcgt SMrts both 
■w the pope and the exarch, Ariovald maintiatlfcd himfelf 
AMUU , on the tlvrone } and Adaluald dying feafonably, fome fay of 
*'"> p'Sifdn, an end Was put to the domeftic.,trotibfcs that 
threatened the kingdom /: the Lombards with total deftruc- 
? tion h Th&udelilfida waafrfo affected wtth the misfortunes 
' pf her fon, that Ihe' fell f-nto a eonfumption, which in a 

ViV**' SlF 1 time brought her to the grave. She was a princefs no 
commendable for her exemplary piety than for the ex¬ 
cellent endowments of her mind, and worthy, on account 
of both, to he ranked among the molt illuftrious women re¬ 
corded in hiftory. 
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jcr. of FI. Ariova6;«sig&ed nine years after the death of Theude- 
*97 5- linda.dofrng Wfifeh time the Lombards enjoyed profound 

A. D 617. ttanquility both at home and abroad. Only- tome drfturb- 
' ' , fthces happened in the royal family which gave thtflking 
- great .uncafiifefs. One ©f the chief lords at court, si&ined 


Adtiidtf. having folicited the queen,, with whom hf was 

f alHohatelyln Ibvc, to comply withhis unlawful rfc/We, and 
Up rppefal being reje&ed with the utmoft itjdignmfek^ the 
fever, apprehending fhp would difeover, 
ptlhana, fefolvqd to be beforehand with her, mUiMMoiifs 
fhc king againft the yinuoas^t\»ce&; | J>re- 
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tending great*«f|fe his fafety, he a fibred him, that the 
queen was againft: his life with Tato, dnkeol 

Etruria, who wdf to marry her after his death. Ariovald 
tranfported with rage and jealoufy, "without farther enquiry’ 
ordered the innocent* quean to Ije clofely coafined in the 
etiftle of Ameilum, where fhe continued till Clotair, king 
of the Franks, pitying her condition, expoftulatcd with her 
hufband for thus treating a-princefs ef the royal bloocf of 
the Franks, and ftripping her of her dignity upon the de- 
pofition of a Angle evidence. Arfovald replied, that he 
was fully convinced of her guilt; whereupon the ambafla- 
dors of the Franks, purfuant to fheir inftru&ions, propofed 
trying tlv; caufe by a Angle combat between the accufer, 
and one«of the queen’s friends, according to the cuftom 
that then prevailed among the Lombards, and moft of the 
northern nations. As the king could not reje£fc this pro- 
pofal, Adalulf was obliged to enjer the lifts againft Pillo, 
by Paulus Diaconus called Carell, who having, with great 
eafe vanquished the accufer, (he queen was releafed, and 
reftored to her former dignity. 

Not long after this incident, Ariovald died; and as he JrirvaU 
.left no iffue male behind him, the dukes aflembled, upon 
^the news of Iris death, to choofe another in his room j but 
not being able to agree in the choice, they refolved to pay 
the fame regard to Gunfleberg which they had formerly 
paid to Theudelinda, allowing her to choofe whom *fhe 
pleafed for her hufband, and thtlr king. Gundeberg made 
choice of Rotharis-, duke of Brefjtia, a perfon equal in every Yr. of FI, 
refpef(R to that elevated ftation^but tainted with the Ariau >984. 
heirefy 5 whence, in his time, there were two bifhops in A. D. 6jfi. 
moft cities of Italy, the one catholic and the other Arian m . R t ika~ 
He is no lefs commended by the writers of thofe times for * isuckt ff, 
his equity and moderation than for his valour and prudence, his resm- 

and was the firft who gave written laws to the Lombards. 

His example was followed the other kings his fuccefTors ; 

fejljhat, in procefs of time, a new cod^of laws appeared, 
.Lopgobard Laws, which prevailed in all the pro- 
.*AitC#8ijfttbje<ft to thal? nation, that is, all t>ver Italy, except 
rtswifeechate of Ravenna, and dukedoms of'Rome, Naples, 
.Gunned>AmalA, and the maritime cittesof Apulia, Ca- # 
lab^SgAnd Lucania, which continued to the efhpe- 

rors, ; if« Lombards being matters of all the ; other cities and , 
provinces. The Lombards had no written laws till the time 
of Rotbaris; but had been governed by cuftoms hanSed 

, ■ among ttk 

® Paul, Diae* lib. iy, cap* »s> Lmiardt. 
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^gp|' '&t Jjmbaris. 

Unm t» them by ttadiiiStt. 'tetbari^^^fore, in imlta- 
tiopof the Homans and Goths, -dndertSok|8ifc pubtHhing of 
tmften laws'; and to thofc he enafiked marly were <added 
bf&cCeeding princes. * Rotharis, *he firft lawgiver among 
the JLombaids, having fupimoned, ill the year 643, a gene¬ 
ral diet in Pavia, enabled, with the approbation of H 5 s 
liobles, feveral laws, which he caafed to be committed to 
Writing, and inferted in an edift. This edidt, containing 
no Fewer tharijthrec hundred ahd eighty-fix laws, waspub- 
lifhed'in the eighth year of king Rotfearis’s reign, that is, in 
theyear'644, in'all the provinces under his dominion, ef- 
peti'ally in the,dukedom df Benevento, which was reputed 
at this time, as it fyad greatly extended its bounds, the beft 
. part of the kingdom of the Lombards. The e*ampld of 
Rotharis was followed by the other Lombard kings his 
fucceflorj, efpecially by Grimoald, Luitprand, Rachis, 
and Adolphus 5 but tht^laws of Rotharis far exceeded in 
number th.ofe of the other princes. The reign of king Ro¬ 
tharis is not only memorable lor tf»C lawstfeat prince en¬ 
sued, but for the Conquefts he made; for, -not thinking 
himfelf bound by the treaty, which hi* predeceffor had con¬ 
cluded with' the exarch, he rufhed Suddenly into the; Afpes^ 
fit rtductt Cotti*; and having, almoft without oppufition, fubdued' 
Cet/^tmd ^ at P rav ^ ncc ’ be led his army againfi the cities of Opiter- 
gium, now Oderzo, and Tjevifd, which he eafily reduced, 
iiiitl. • with all the cities in the province of Venetia, till that time 
Held by the Romans, lfliaccius, then exarch, alarmed at 
this Bidden and unexpedt^l in vafion, muftered all his forces; 
but nqt having been able t» aflemble them in time to cover 
the above mentioned places, he broke with great violence 
into the dominions of the Lombards, ravaging them with 
filth and fword. ' Rotharis was then employed in the fiege 
pf Perugia : which city he had no foOner reduced, than he 
marched with his whole army in queft of the exarch^ whom 
he thet qb 'the Confines of Emilia, and offered him battle, 
f], The exarCtehecepfed the challenge; fo that an engagement 
|j ■■ «fS<; ^fuedi in Wfeidh jhe Romans were utterly defeatedj^tgbt 
A*t>. <j«. thoufand'bemg killed on the fpot, and the rfcft obl^bu to 
. fave themfclves by a precipitate and diforderiv fiight- ^fbm 
tilde |e ,reign of Luitprand, no acts of h<*6Rlity 
; j&jSfwtr* paffed hetsmaOM^exarcht and the kings of the LosJbfrrds, 
WV 9 *' r rhe lattA-he^g fatlsfsed with their new conquefts, and the 
former gladth enjoy unmolefted the territories that reuwine4 
itge^ominion of the emperors 
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this pe$ed Mauritius, who had been appointed 
dukeor gn vemor oARome by Heraclius, taking advantage 
of the diffracted Hate of the empire, cfccafioncd by the 
ufurpation of Heracleor^ and the iitvafion of the Saracens, 
ufurped the fovereignry»of thp city committed tojiis charge i 
bat an end was foon put both to fn% life and ufurpation ; 
for the exarch Ifaccius was no fooner informed of what had j rifollitm 
paffed at Rome, than he difpgtched agtfnft the ufurper one in Rout 
of his officers, a perfon of great authority, with a confider- fupprefftd 
able fum of money, and at the head o*f his bell troops. This *** 
commander, marching up to the walls of the city, caufed art ' 
a declaration to be read, whereindjlauritius was proclaimed 
a rebel, agd not only a pardon promifed, but*a confiderable 
gratuity t$> all who ffiould quit the traitors and* ret urn to 
their duty. Upon this encouragement Mauritius was aban¬ 
doned i>y all his troops, and forced, as he had norther re- 
fource, to take fanduary in a church ; but he was dragged 
from thence, and, by an order frofn the exarch, beheaded, 
after he had been for fotne time kept in chains. Not long 
after Ifaaccius died, and Thcodorus Caltiopa was fent by 
the emperor to fucceed him in the exarchate. Theodorus . 
governed Italy with great reputation forfeven years, that is, 

./from the year £43 to 650, when Olympius was appointed 
exarch in his room. Olympius gained feveral advantages 
over the Saracens in Sicily, and at laft drove them out of 
that ill and, but died in the third year of his exarchate, be¬ 
ing entirely exhaufted by the toilsrmd fatigues he underwent 
in that expedition. Upon his d/ath the emperor Conftans 
II. fent Theodorus Calliopj to govern Italy once more. In Vr. or FI. 
the fecond year of the exarchate of Olympius, that is, in 

652, died kingRotharis, after he had governed the Uonv _ 

bards for the fpace of fixteen years with fuch prudence, King Rgm 
equity, and moderation, that he was defervedly efteemed tharis dut. 
the moft illuftriouS prince of his age. He h'mielf profelfed 
the dodrine of Arius ; but allowed his fubjeas full liberty 
to embrace which o( the tworeligions tlmy efte«med belt } 
and therefore took care, that in all the cities of his king¬ 
dom, there Ihould be. conftantly two bilhpps, the one ca¬ 
tholic and. the other Arian. . . . *. ,. , A • 

She fifth year of the reign oflung Lotham, died Are- ArthU.^ 
chis, 4he fecond duke of Benevento, after he had governed 
thatSedom for the fpace of fifty years, « ndf ° c, i ar ^J Hg** 
it at iS expence of the Romans, that on , one fide it reached ^ 
to Naales, and on the other to Sipontum in Apulia °. SutaeM 
fucceededby his fon Aio, whqm he had taken for h» &*«/«* 
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MSPP"’****’ * W to take tfie place by ftorto, raifed 

the mm'™ d r«ufned home. Rodoald died in Benevento 
in the year*47, but hrs brother GrimoakPefiii»yed the duke¬ 
dom fixtfeeB years aftemhis death. He is faid to have gained 
feveral victories over the Neapolitans and Rowans, and to Grim*U 
have grCa^r extended the bounds of his dukedom. After ,he //'* * 
he had gdferned the dukedom five years with his brother, duh - *»• 
and fixteen alone, he potto fled himferf of the throne, and jTj ,kt 
reigned nine years more over thd whole nation of the Lom- 
bards, as we (hall relate hereafter. * 

But to return to the isfembard ki<)gs: Rotharis was fuc- Rtthari, 
ceeded by his fon Rodoald, who;«being a pynce of a peace- fucendti 
able difpofition, performed nothing which authors have ** 
thtmght»worth tranfmitting to pofterity. * He was tainted, ° “ * 
as his father had been, with the Arian hSrefy, which oc- 
cafioited fome religious contefts between him ayd the or¬ 
thodox bifhops 5 but thefe diflurljpnces were foon appeafed. 

He had reigned four years with his father; but fcarce reign- Jbhou 
ed one after his father’s death, being killed by a Lombard, murJtrtd. 
whofe wife he h^d-debauched He had married Gundeberg, 
the daughterof Agihilf and Theudelinda ; but as he bad no 
children by her, the Lombards, upon his death; affembled in 
order to choofe a new king, when the choice fell upon Ari- Aripert 
pert, or Aribert, the fon of Gundoald, and brother of c/w/nUKg, 
Theudelinda. The only'thing we find recorded of him in 
hiftory is bis building in Pavia the oratory of St. Savieur. 

He died, after he had reigned)! according to Paulus Dia- 
conus r , nine years, though Sifonius allows him but five 
at raoft. He left two fo»s, fyrtharit and Gundebert, be- H* diyUa 
tween whom he moft imprudently divided his kingdom. 

Partharit, the eldeft, chofe Milan for the place of his refi- t tv ten Par- 
dence, and Gundebert refided at Pavia; but the latter, not tharit and 
fatisfied with the part allbtted him, began to quarrel with GuodeStrt, 
his brother. Impelled by his ambition, and encouraged 
by the evil counfellors about him, he refolved to drive his 
brother from the throne, and make hjftfelf matter of the 


whole kingdom. .• _ .. 

He wa# well apprifed that he could rftit accomphfh this 
arm jilvith his own ftrength, and therefore hefdifpatched Ga- Grimca ij f 
ribjffil, duke of Turin, as his ambaffador to Grimoald, duke effit- 
of Benevento, at that time by far the moft powerful air mkimM, U 
the, Lombard dukes, inviting him to his affiftance, and pro- 
mifing to give him his fitter in marriage, ff he fucceedjd \m 
the undertaking; but the duke of Tur% siting quite cop- 
firuffions, inftead ff Gnmoald to 
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sffift liis nj^fter, advifed hiavto embrace the prefeat xmpor- 
tunity, ^d,|tkd©cide:the cantroverfy between the twjo^ro- 
thert, by bkpSHp'jf ijnsni both, and feizing on the kingdom 
for Jyimfelf. He told him, that ttye two brothers were 
young, raih, t and inexperienced,; thr.t the affairs of the 
Lombards required a prince of prudence, valour, and ex¬ 
perience ; and that the difagreement between® the two 
pripfces would, in all 1 , likelihood, end in the ruin of the 
whole nation. Grimoald, being naturally of an adtive and 
ambitious temper, was dafily perfuaded to follow the advice 
of the ambaffador; and accordinjj& Saving raifed a coiifi- 
4 erable army, he marched,at the head of it towards Pavia, 
leaving his ton Romuald to govern the dukedom in, his ab- 
fence. At Placentia fie difpatched Garibald to acquaint the 
king with his arrival. "The inconfiderate .prince received the 
news of his approach with the greateft demonftraticuns of 
joy i and being at a lofs where he fhould lodge and enter¬ 
tain his fuppofed friend apd ally, Garjbald told him, that 
bis own palace was the only proper place for the reception 
of a prince to jvhonf he had promifed bis filler in marriage. 
He added, that if he did not repofe sift, entire confidence in 
Grimoald, onhad the leaft fulpicion of treachery, he ought, 
for his greater fajety, to receive him with armour under 
h» royal robes. The king put on armour accordingly, and 
the duke, with,upheard-of treachery, returning to Grimo- 
ald >c advifed him to be upon his guard, fince the king was 
coming to, meet him in arnlour, no doubt with a defign to 
murder him. Grimoald chuld not perfuade himfelf that 
the king had any fuch defign {ill they met, when, upon their 
embracing each other, he found that Gpndebert was really 
in armour; and not doubting in the leaft but that it was 
with a defign to aflaffinate him, in order to be beforehand 
with him, he drew his fword that inftant, and killed the 
unhappy prince on the fpot. Upon his death he feized on 
tbs’, royal palace, and the treafures lodged there, caufing 
himfelf to Wacknosvleged king of the Lombards. 

Gundebertleft a {on named Rambert, or Reginbert, who 
was concealed, and brougbt. up with, great care by the 
frlemisof the deceaffd king. Partharit no fooner heard of 
W brother’s fate;than, abandoning Milan in the utqtoft 
t®jf!^oq»' Rifled to Chagan king of the Avares, andtopk 
in his coiu£ He left his queen Rodolrnd, and-his Ion 
Gupbc$, yet sm^ufiMit* to Ibift for themfdves ; fft.that 
taflf^both fell ifljjjjs'fbc bands of Grimoald, by whom, they 
Benmn|« f and kept under coneqjti$$hat 
inhhfekpS of Milady finding 
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havrrig taken pofleffion of that important place, marched to Y r.t.f ft. 
Pavia, where, in the latter end of the .year 662, h%was joio. 
unanimoufly proclaimed by the people Ving of the Eom- A.D. 66*. 

bards. In order to gain the .iffedtten of the Lombards,. and “-■ 

eftablifh himfelf moTe firstly in, his new kingdom, he, to 
the great joy of the whole nation, married Gundebert, After „j tkt 
to the two unhappy young princes. He then fent back. his Umberto. 
army to Benevento, having firft diftributed confiderable 
fums among them; but retained fome of ,his mod trufty 
friends, whom he nyfed to the firft employments of the 
kingdom'. * 

The new monarch, though •aonfirmed jn the power he 
haft ufusped, by the general confent oj the nation, yet, re- 
fteaingeon the ficklenefs and inconftanc? of the multitude, 
did not think himfelf fafe, as long as Partftarit, his compe- 
titor,*refided at the court of the king of the Avafes, at that 
time a powerful prince. He did jiot doubt but the banifhed 
king would watch all opportunities of attempting the reco¬ 
very of hiS paternal kingdonj, and would, in fuch an at¬ 
tempt, be fecontled by great numbers oT the Lombards, lo 
prevent, therefore, any difturbances that might enfue, he 
difpatched ambafladors to Chagan, complaimflg of thepro- 
teftion he had given to his rival, and threatening to make 
war upon him, if he did not forthwith banifh him his do- _ 

minions. The king of tile Avares, though ^eatly afTe^ed 
with the misfortunes of the unhappy prince, yetAidenot^^ 
think it prudent to engage in h^ftihties for his fake;and ^ 
therefore commanded him to quit his dominions. Farthant, chagan. 
feeing himfelf thus abandoned,by his friend and ally, and 
not knowing where to find an afylum, refolved, in that de- 
fperate condition, to throw himlelf upon the honour an 
generality of his greateft enemy. According Y. ** ^patch Wgg* 
ed one of his trufty friends, named Unulf, to acquamt ^ ^ 
Grimoald with his refolution, and obtain leave ^ hl " 
ref.de at Pavia. Grimoald,.'greatly ^ -Irrd elad of 
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tot ufiet- Upon him ; and hfe fears, by degrees, getting the better of 
mnrdt »r- his humanity, be one day Cent private orders to the guard 
bTtMfte** t0 ^‘^P atc ' 1 b* ra t * le following iyght.o Thefe orders, how- 
ever private, did not efcape the vigilance of his trufty friend 
Unulf, who, acquainting Partharit with the particulars, 
advlfed him to changd cloaths with him, and, thus difguifed, 
H females to attempt his efeape. PaKharit followed his advice, and, 
Ui having deceived the cehtinels, paffed e the Tefino undifeo- 

veted. Finding, on the other fide the river, horfes and 
guides provided by the care of Unulf, he efcaped firft to 
Hafta, thence to Turin, and at laft into Gaul. Qrimasld,. 
being infgrfned nexf morning of what had happened, was 
So far from punKhing Unulf, that, on the contrary, he be¬ 
llowed th^ higheft commendations upon him for his un- 
fhaken fidelity, leaving it ro his choice either, to flay in Pa- 
Ut Tranis via, or follow his mafte'r. Clotairlll; then king of the 
Franks, was fo touched with^ th*e misfortunes of Partharit, 
***** * . and his family, thaf next year he fent a powerful army into 
Italy to replace him on the throne. Gsrmoald, knowing 
that he was far inferior in ftrength to the Franks, had rc- 
epurfe to the following ftratagem: at their approach he pre¬ 
tended to fly, leaving his camp wellftored with all manner 
of provifions,*efpecially wine. The inconfiderate Franks, 
mftiad of purfuing the enenfy, began to plunder the camp; 
and finding in it great plenty of provifions, began to eat and 
Yr. of FI. drink to excefs ; then they betook themfelves to reft, with- 
jjots. out the leaft apprehenfions^of ap enemy ;■ but Grimoald, 
A. 0 . *63' returning in the night, affaulted them while they lay fall 
ftr t a ^ ee P> an£ J made fuch a dreadful havock before they could 

* tySm ta kc to their arms, that few of them were left alive to carry 
tvMmimi. home the news of their defeat *. 

Grimoald, thus happily delivered from one war, wasfoon 
involved in another. Hitherto the emperors, neglecting 
the affairs of Italy^feemed tobave given up all thoughts of 
reuniting it to the empire ; but Conftans, the fon of Con- 
ftantine, andgranifon of Heraclius, Jiaviug fettled the af- 
w Ce*-" ^ a * rs { be .empire, refolded to employ his whole ftrength 
'jfomy {nit *0 giving tbe Lombards out of Italy. Purfuant to this re- 
•ftift. l *folurton, he caufed a powerful fleet to be fitted outim Si¬ 
cily ; turn, not fatisfled with appointing the beft officers be 
tad to Cfl*imand in., this expedition^'he left ConftantUtople, 
>S||frep*aIfuig to Italy, put himfelf atthe head of hi j army, 
Mfc landed .at Tarcntum in thoTprine of the yanjr 6 &toSiitoL 
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inarch by the troops in the dukedom of Nan'll t’i "" 
expected invafion with a very confide rabV; arsiv' mm' S “j" ?' ,at ." 
ed by the emperor in^erfon, ftruck the Lo.nba.ds ofjjt- 
nevento With fuch te*or ayd coijfternation, tljat they aban- J " s “ Bt ' 
tloned feveral places in Apulia, and among the reft Luccria 
which Conftans. deftroyed. From Luceria the emperor 
marched to Acerenza; but mot being tfble to take it by ftftrm 
on account of its ftrong fituatiem, he purfued his march to 
Benevento, and invefted the placS with fiis whole army. 
Romuald, the fon of Grimoald, at that time duke of Be¬ 
nevento, immediately difpatched Gefuald, who had been 
his guardian, to acquaint his father with the danger he wa« 
in* andmto folicit fuccours. In the me»n tinfe the Lom¬ 
bards not only repulfed the Romans'in their repeated af- 
fault^ but killed great numbers in the Tallies they daily 
made. Grimoald no fooner heard that the city was be- 
fieged, -than he affembled, with* incredible expedition, all 
his forces,' and putting hftnfelf at their head, marched to 
the relief of his /on. He difpatched Ghfuald to inform him 
that, in a very fhort time, he fhould be relieved, and to en¬ 
courage him to hold out till his arrival. • 

In the mean time the emperor, hearing the king of the Heraiftt 
Lombards was approaching, raifed the fiegc, and began, in thtfat, 
great hafte, his march ter Naples but Mitula, duke of Ca- a f' d "df" 
pua, intercepting him at the river Calore, cut off great iwm- 
bers of his men, and obliged *he reft, together with the, 
emperor, to fave themfelves by a precipitate flight. To re¬ 
venge this difgrace, Sabtjrrus. # one of the emperor’s gene¬ 
rals, engaged to defeat the Lombards, and drive Grimoald 
before him, provided he were allowed but twenty thoufand 
men, with an unlimited command. Conftans having grant¬ 
ed his requeft, he encamped at the pafs of Formiae, now, 
generally fuppofed, Mola di Gaeta, with a defign to cover 
the emperor’s march, whorintended to vifit Rome, and, 
ryfcen he-was out of danger,* to-go in Ijairch of the enemy, 
la fhe mean time Grimoald, arriving with his army at Be¬ 
nevento, and .being informed of the engagement 01 Sabur- 
rus, refolved to march direftly ggainft him* and offer him 
battle 5 but his fon Romuald eaxneftiy intreating him to fuf- 
fer him to command the army, he complied with Ms re- 
queft, and detached the young prince with the flower of hi* 
forces, who meeting Saburrus in the neighbourhood^ 

Foriniae, attacked him with great intrepidity. Thtrnfl* 
maus. animated ,by the example of their leader, who be* 
yery gaUamfe, made a rigorous fond) lo that the 
■ flSory contin»qd-#h>ng time doubtful. 
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But while both armies fighting with the utmoft fury, 
a Lombard, named Amelatigua, engaging a Roman horfe- 
man, firft ft ruck hjm from his horfe, and then, lifting him 
up on the point of his fpear, held him over his head in the 
Tkt Ko- fight"6f the Roman army ; a fpediatle which ftruck them 
manhrmj with fuch terror, that they begaft to give ground. Being 
vigoroufly preffed by the*Lombards, they fled with precipi- 
tation. 1 Romuald, having purfued ,them for fome time 
with great (laughter, ‘returned to the field of battle, and 
from thence tcxBenevento, which he entered in triumph, 
being met at the gates by the king his*father, and received 
w.ith loud acclamations'by the inhabitants, as the deliverer 
stfhis country**; In the ihean time Conitans, arriving at 
Rome, was ,receivpd« with extraordinary marks of‘honour, 
no emperor having entered, for a long time, tliat city. 
He fpent twelve days in vifiting, or rather in plundering, 
the remarl&ible places of that great metropolis ; for he car¬ 
ried off the moil valuable*ornaments in gold, filver, brafs, 
and marble, not fparing even the coverings of churches, 
■which he caufed to be conveyed by fea into Sicily, -in order 
to tranfport thfim to Conftantinople. He himfelf went by 
land to Naples, and from thence to Rhegium, where his 
army was a third time defeated by the Lombards. From 
Rhegium he crofied over into Sicily, and fixetl his refidence 
at Syracufe, where he was murdered'in the bath by his own 
fubjedls in 668; fo that the ixeftimable wealth and plunder 
whith he had brought from,Rome, being left in Sicily, was, 

■ loon after his death, feized* by the Saracens, and carried to 
Alexandria v . After his departure from Italy, the Lom- 
bardsmakt bards, determined upon improving their late vi£tories, re- 
tkemfil’uit duced Bari, Tarento, Brindifi, and all the places in the 
frvtral ^ connt !7 now known by the name of Terra d’ Otranto, which 
were added to the dukedom of Benevento. Grimoald, to 
reward Mitula, duke of Capua, who had defeated the Ro¬ 
mans in their retreat from Benevento, gave him his daugh¬ 
ter in marriage, and at the fame time appointed him to fuc- 
ceed the late duke 42 otho in the dukedom of Spoletum ; 
which two dukedoms he governed many years. 

While Grimoald was employed againft the Romans in the 
dukedom of Benevento, Ltlpus duke of Friuli, taking avan- 
#age jpf his abfence, opprefled his people in a moft enor¬ 
mous manner. Not fatisfied with the wealth which he ex* 
torteA’fn.m them by heavy taxes, he broke into the terri- 
liifitt of the Venetiaii Lombards, and plundered the church 

" Paul, Diac. lib. v, oip. 4. * Idem ibid. Pari deConfulth* 

Bigi de Confi^b. p. s 4 »*‘ 
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of Aquileia of all its rich ornaments: for this facrilege the rktdubttf 
king, upon his raturn to Pavia, refolved to call him to a Friuli n- 
fevere account; which he apprehending,* renounced his ah ■«&»• 
legiance Grimoald ,^nd openly revolted. Grimoald,was 
determined at all events tq, punifh him with exemplary fe- 
¥ erity j but being unwilling to iejd his Lombards againft 
their countrymen, or fuffer them to embrue their hands in 
the blood of each' other, h« employed Chagan king of’the 
Hunns to make war upon him,* who invaded his territories 
the following year, at the head of aninfinite multitude, and 
ravaged them to a great extent. This invafion Lupus did 
not tamely fuffer. Drawing together a of forces, he 
marched,, againft the Hunns, and, engaging them four days 
fwsceffi^ly, made a dreadful havock of’the uhdifciplined 
multitude; but in the fifth engagement, hit men being en- Hi is t3U 
tirely*exhaufted, were, after a moft obftinate (Jifpute, in td by ibt 
which Lupus himfelf was killed,, overpowered, and put to *“**'• 
flight. Upon the death of Lupus, and the defeat of his 
army, Chagan over-ran thS whole country, and plundered 
it without control: but Grimoald, whd hackemployed the 
king of the. Hunns only to punifh the rebellious duke, fent 
ambaffadors to remind him of their agreement, and require 
him to retire with his forces, fince there was no farther oc- 
cafion for them in the dukedom of Friuli, or the territories 
of the Lombards. Chagan replied, that he would not quit 
a country which he had conquered with his arms, and»thc 
blood of fo many of his fubje£t§._ Grimoald, provoked at 
this anfwer, refolved to drive him out by force; and ac¬ 
cordingly marched againfl; him, at the head of a very conn* 
derable army, butasitwas much inferior in numbers to that 
of the Hunns, in order to make it appear more numerous 
than it really was, he muftered his trqops in the prefence 
of Chagan’s ambaffadors, and made the fame men pafs three 
times before him in different uniforms. By this device they 
appeared to be treble the number they really were and as 
fuch they were reprefented tfi the king,.who thereupon, in 
great trepidation, retired to his own dominions. 

Upon the retreat of Chagan, Warmfrri, foo.to thede- 
ceafedduke, attempted, with tl V affiftanceiof the Sdavo- 
nians, to poffefs himfelf of his father’s dukedom;. +* 

moald, having defeated.theSclavon.ans, and k.lled WAne- 
frid, appointed Welcar to fucceed Lupus «i the dukedmn *** 

of Friuli • and at the fame time married Theodorata, tne 
dLS«rofX» P “'» hi. fon Romuald d.kc «*«***f 
2£< ■&,!« Me W one of .ho pnnoa o, *0 Bnlp- 
ffi;; 'abandoning J»|» own country, entered Italy with a 
body of fais eountrymen, and,, repairing to avia, ^ 
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.bis fervice to Grimoald, who, thinking he might prove very 
ferviceable to his fon againft the Romans, fent him to Be- 
nevento, in w,hich* dukedom feveral cities were bellowed 
on !jim and his followers. # -i. 

Grimoald GrimoaldJtaving no enemy tojfear, applied himfelf wholly 
ttmSi tht to the art6 of peace, 'file laws of king Rotharis, which 
tdiBofRo- had |3 een publilhed twenty-four years before, were by this 
tkaru. become familiar} not only«to the Lombards, for whom 

they had been framed, butdikewife to the natives of Italy, 
who cbofe to follow thAn, though thej had never been for¬ 
bidden the ufe of the Roman laws ; but thefe laws in pro- 
cefs of time, proving, 1 defective, and fome of them being 
thought too fevere, Grimoald, in the fixth year of his reign, 
undertook the reviling of the ediCt of Rotharis, ^nd, is a 
general diet held in the year 668, with the confent and ap¬ 
probation of his nobles, repealed fome laws, enabled others, 
and publifhed a new edict x , containing eleven chapters, 
which is (till to be feen in*'tbe code depofited in the monaf- 
Yr. of FI. tery of Cava. Grimoald, having performed all the duties 
3010. of an excellent pririte, was, *to the great grief of the Lom- 
A. D- 67* bards, unexpectedly fnatched away by the following acci- 

- dent: he had been let blood in one of his arms, and, as he 

was, nine days after, bending a .bow, the \pin burft, and, 
all poffible means for doling it proving ineffectual, he bled 
to death r. He was a prince of»uncommon parts, and in 
every refpeCt equal to the high Ration to which he was railed. 
Though he had been brought up in the principles of Arius, 
he renounced the errors of that hereGarch, and embraced 
the catholic religion, converted l?y the arguments of John, 
bifoop of Bergamo, a prelate of great piety and learning. 
The example of Grimoald was followed by the kings his, 
fucceffors, who all profeffed the catholic religion} fo that 
Arianifm was, in a mort.time, forfaken by the whole nation 
of the Lombards- 

He died in the year 67a, she ninth of his reign, leaving 
, behind him* befutes Romuald^ duke of Benevento, another 
but is dri f on> named Garibafd, to whom, though yet very young, he 
vtn out by bequeathed on hiadeath-bed the kingdom of the Lombards.. 
art urtt, j rom his excluding Romq^ld, authors conclude that prince 
to have been illegitimate. Be that as it may, Garibalddid 
not Ibng enjoy his new dignity; for he had fcarce mounted 
the throne, when Fartharit, who was Rill in Gaul, hearing 
of the death of hitiival, repaired into Italy, and being re- 
tfeivfcd with extraordinary joy by great numbers of bom- 
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diet. 
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'Wteener;&c-AMR received by the m*' 
b#B5tihti»|*feld c tfif friSf'mda of the itatkyi, as their lawful 
fdvertiga, OidroaJd-navirig withdrawn to his brother in Be- 
nevento, aflfer a (Sort seigfi of three months. Parthasir, 
thus rttB&rcd'tb dfetliione, rpcallej} his wife Roielinda, and 
Ms (bh l 6ifoiderti;Whcf, ever fmcc bis expulfion, had been 
id estilS aif ffe rt ^ f nto. Having governed alone in great 
jjeace atttf tTaiiqUility for eight years.ln the latter end of f* r ni J£' t 
the yeardSh^tfe'tobthisfDnCunijJert for hisctjlleagte in the alUatui 
kinedbrej iiitd reignedLwith him te^ years more. During 
their Alacnis, dhke of Trent, openly revolting, 

affumed- the title of king of the Eomiaajfs. Partharit,* 
marching him with all his- fortes, inverted' him lrt ! 

Mswwfi shy*, BufAlachls, Tallying out with th'8 flower of 
his ttoops, obliged' the king to' raife fhe'fiege, and fave J 
hinifel# by flight. However, A'lachis,Ending himjplf abah* 
defied by the greater part erf his men, who refufed to bear- 
arms again!! their'lawftthfovereign, thought proper to fub* 
ndt, upfih pTOniiffe'bif pjtffiAi -j, ; whftif Partharit granted'* If 
the'esirnift feade^ of his fon Cunipert, 4 who, had- a great 
fttendfhifi forme rioke. With whom he had been educated: 
frein his infancy's add* tb® youngpririfce, in order to con* 
dfiafo^hfkfodiifcfs, ndt onifprWailetfupon his fethef 
to take hitfi'afetiti into favour, but to create him duke of 
Brefcia, utfding that duchy to the dukedom of Trent; 

The khig oft ttiftf'dccftfion tol3’ his fori that* by his go«o 
offices, did not fo 1 much oblige*a friend, as ftrengthen an 
enemy j butfieverthelefefae could not refiife complying with 

after this pacification Partharit died, a'princtf Yr. of PI. 

highlycommended for hisiutty, juftioe, moderauon* smd> 

above aH, for die great cart he took of ttatfwr *. Three *_ 
years Before hfodeith, Deodorus Calliope, the exarch, was ParthlirU 
recalled, *#'!&(& font to govern Italy m htt rootm Ala- A ,,. 
chis, dn^dStf^Erimrand BrefcUp was nofooner mfonued of juchu, 
thedtedJ c^Tirefonit than, dhmindfo! ^Jj Avmtrrhe 
Had 1 received fromCunipert, he refolvedt drive win* W 

the tfcrone, aad pitite the crown upon fos'***** “ ea %*fr ee ' dntmCif 

Antoh W 22S 

citiwns of-Breftiav *»d 
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tude, fled toan ifland isy the lakeJUatius, now Lagodi Co¬ 
mo, and there fortified himfelf as well a* he could.'’. In the 
mean time th? ufirper, behaving in, a moil defpotic and ty¬ 
rannical manner, enraged all his fubjetfs, even thofe to 
whom he w|s chiefly indebted for tb$ crown he wore. As 
he was one day counting, faone/ in his clofet, he happened 
to let a piece drop, which the fon of Aldo, who was pre- 
fefit, oflkioufly tookpip, and ggve him. The tyrant, in're¬ 
ceiving it, “ Your father (faid be), has many fuch pieces, 
whicfe,- ere it bfe long, fhall be all mine.”. - 

As the fon of,Aldo was hut a child, the tyrant was not 
Upon his guarcy bat lhe,boy* remembering what he faid, 
upon his return fold it to his father, who concluding from 
thence, thft his defth, and the ruin of his family^oul^be 
the reward of sfll hhs Cervices, if he did not, by tome means 
oi*other, prevent thAn, confulted with his brother (Jranfo, 
andbis other friends, about depofiag the ufurper. They 
all agreed to feize on the"city of Pavia, and recall their law¬ 
ful fore reign the firft titne Alaohisfhould take the diverfion 
'O&tfityiKt of hunting. r This*lefign th&y executed accordingly, to the 
rtftrtd. great fatisfa&ion of the inhabitants^ Specially of the clergy, 
_ whom the tyrant had chiefly oflendedT 
Wor k- Alachisj finding upon hjs return the gates fhut againft 
MMAtdtat him, and Cunipert poflefied of the royal palace, fled into 
'Jjjj*'"“**, Iftria 5 and haying raifed a confiderable army, returned at 
- . thy head of it, not doubting but he fhould be able to drive 

Cunipert from the thrones The king, hearing of his re¬ 
turn, collected alibis forces, and meeting the ufurper in the 
plains of Coronata, challenged him to Angle combat, in 
order to fare the lives oP many innocent men, who muft 
otherwife perifhi but ,Alachis refufmg the challenge, the 
two armies began to prepare for a general engagement. 
While they; were drawn up, and Cunipert ready to charge 
tjbe enemy,.Zeno, a deacon of the church of (Pavia, greatly 
attached, as word all the eccJefiaftics, to icing’s perfon, 
and firmly, perfussded, that the welfare , of the church de- 

■ • • • ,1 . d 1'_ /I A • . 


mud Ala- 

• tUt. 


If I perifh (faid he), the loft will be 
fmall} but upon your fSfety depends the welfare both„of 
fcbe church and ftate.”- The king being, with difficulty, 
arwrafldiLupon by the .tears and entreaties of bis friends to 
mm, Zeno put on his armour, and appeared 

tii __1_1__ r _J h._J 


bim- t fdthat, a 


i whom he. refembled in &ape and fta- 


ftUltTwkh difficulty be di&inguifhed from 
hen the two armies joined battle, Alachis, 
mlhrtfato eagagsAthiierwith the utmoft 


foty-tf tie Laniards. 

fury. *!»•« him, ia , 

the higheft tranfposts of joy, he ordered his head to be cut 
off, and expofed to the view of both armils oq the,point of 
a (pear; but finding it pras the head of a prieft, and not,of 
the king, his joy was fpcceeded by the moft violent rage, in 
which he vowed to emafcufate an tjie ecdefiaflics, in cafe 
he obtained the vi&ory. 

In the mean time Campers, obferving that his men, dtf- 
heartened by the report of bis death, began to give ground, 

{hewed himfelf ? and bis appearand encouteged them to 
f uc h a degree, that, reluming to the charge, they renewed 
the fight with frefli vigour. Howsvet*, Cunipert, to avoid 
the effufi«n of blood, fent afecond time to Alachis, inviting 
him to divide the quarrel by fingle combit fbut he declining Alachis 
again the challenge, the two armies fought with the utmoft MM, and 
fury, til, Alachis being flain.hismen, difpirited by his death, 
fied in the ntmoft confufion. Moft of them were Killed in 
the flight, and the reft drowned ifl the Adige. The army 
of the dukedom of Friuli, which Alachis enticed to his 
party, while they were marching to the affiftance of the 
tang, withdrew in the beginning of the battle, fcrupling 
either to fight againft him, to whom they had/worn alle¬ 
giance, or againft their lawful fovereign. Cunipert, after 
this vi&ory, which terminated the civil war, returned in tri¬ 
umph to Pavia, having firft caufed the deacon Zeno to be 
interred with the greateft pomjf and folemnity. He afty- 
wards built, in honour of St. Gtorge, a magnificent mo. 
naftery in the field where the battle had been fought. 

Cunipert, having thus happ.lv fufq.reffcd fo dangerous a * « 

rebellion, reigned in great peacelind tranqu.Uty till the year A . jj.%* 

70a, when be died, univerfally lamented j foT he u as a - . 

prince of a moft 

the Anglo-Saxons, and had U* her one fon, named Lmt- Lu,bn * 
bert, to whom he bequeathed the kingdom?, * - . bath dri- 

then an infant, he committed him to tbcjeare of Afpna d, ^ cush, 
a perfon of great dj^inaion ^ong th«^ombards. ajl 

much efteemed for his wafdom. Luitb , V ftagum- Ragsmiert 
‘ ‘ bad fcarce governed eight months. when ti^um 

dke of Tirfin^affufning the title of hykisfm 
A hattk and ‘caufed himfelf to be +*m% 
mk «*, but he died thefameyear, wjU* 

fuchee 4 e% -by hi# (bn Aripert, m , pa- 

affiftkdlby fiwerat dukes, attempted the recovery P** 

: »ftMd.JDuw> Jib- *• ■ 
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niif* ^ Al'piimd returned into -Hat? Stt jffinmJ 

head«»affcWWfil^affofrtailed by dred^he of the Botoarii, rttamt in 
who, having tfpwjMi hi# cads 'with great warmth, refblved *• ^ 
to affift hfov "With *H i»s ftrength in revenging the ctufei 
treatment 1*U wife and cttijdnen Jiad received ,at the king’# 
hands.'. Anperttpet him on the confines with an artny of 
Sfltiai ntdabtr; and a bloody battle enfiied, which conti- 
nued tilt, night patted the combatants: Neict day AfprSnd 
attempted t*>renew the fight.-, but Aripert^ though he had 
not Wt ftearfo many, men as his adverfaryj yet declining, 
for reifoan^nfetdwn to Pttr hiftotian, a fecond engagement 
left the enemy maftersnf the fide of jjyjle, and retired 
loPdtfs* Being purFuCd^yAfprand, whofe men were nd 
tefc .enewuraged by his retreat, than dfriperfs *eW fotithW . 
j.a_i i,. wlfH a Hftficrn oafs into Gadi 


the heft tmrt of htfr tteaftitss; but attempting to fwim craft __ 
the Tefino, he was drowned in that river. His body wai 
found the next day, and Juried with great pomp in the 
church of Si. Syripur, founded by Aripert, foe nrtt of that 
name. HU brother, Guntbett, fled to the king of the 
Fra»k#^Wi etshtinded ait; his court to his death. Ragfo*, 
bert, fhe eldeft fon.of .Guntbert, governed the clty of Or* 

leans fcr the king o|: the Franks m the time of our bito- 

run A The throne befog vacant by the death of Anpeit, 
Afprand was placed on it by foe unanimofi# coftient @t,tM kin *-- 
vituA e nation } but he dyipg #*e months after l wfg» ;- 
rmn. bis fon l^tpnfod *e bngdom rf 
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harried Rotharis} etiteririg Into % confpiraey, invited him to a r«» <•«- 
banquet at iris houfc, where he had affaffins concealed, who Jfiramt 
upon a fignak agreed on beforehand, wele tq rulh into the a g°‘¥ 
room where the king yjas, and difpetch him. Luitprand^ re- m ' 
ceivirig private intelligence ^f the treafon that,was forming 
agahrit him, Cent for Rotharis to*tfce palace, who, finding 
hirafelf difeovered, inftafitly drew his fword, with a defign 
to kill the king} but he defended himfalf with great bravery, 
till his guards, alarmed at the noife, difpatched the traitor. 

He fometimes fuffered himfelf to be trahfported by his 
courage beyond what was prhdent in a prince, on whofe 
fafety depended the welfare of.ihft f ubje& s. Being in¬ 
formed tfiat two of his attendants had conTpired againft his 
life, an4 only waited a favourable oj^ortunity of putting 
their defign in execution, he one d 3 y walked out with 
thpmwlone into a thick wood, when, drawing his fword, 
he upbraided them with' their treachery, and told them, 
that they BOW had the opportunity they fo long wiftied for } 
therefore might try if they»could eompafs their wicked de¬ 
fign. * Their fovbreign’s magnanimity, and .the contcioul- 
nefs of their own-guilt, made fuch a deep impreffion upon 
their minds, that they threw themfelves at bis feet, and, 
confeffing the truth# acknowleged themfelves unworthy ot 
mercy. The generous prince not only forgave, but, receiv¬ 
ing them into favour, preferred them afterwards to great 

eB HavIn^thus*overcome his enemies at home by kindnefe, 
and ftrewgthened hisintereft abroad by marrying thei daugh¬ 
ter of the duke of the B C ioarii, who received «*«««• 
tained him and his father in their diftrefs, he apphedhim 

felf, in imitation of his predecefiora Rothans and Gnmoald, 

to the making .new laws, for the better regulation of h» 

kingdom, and adtniiriftration of juftice. , p a visu 

firft year of-hit reign, convened a f^ 

with the cohfent and approbation of 

i udges from alt parts d’ his* kmgdom, ? • *. ■ . 

laws, fehich heidded to the edtfts ot £rs, ft;**- 

moaid. - In the ^^ihg years he pub^ed ma y th* *>,«« 

aaoctfefim*^requirnd; fo that, ng* 

is 1 «£sssxS. ."t&sz 




. 'jtt.' I tbe.rpin 

duqgdejR .< ff~ wit i*ombard* jnthat isaantfj : for the 
p«J5f*t growing je*Uws *af their gejetjwwcr, and finding 
fo*«ropc«)H,of ebe-iEttft itucnp^e #if oftrofiog them, or 
feSrostting-. their coeqt^sfts, had recowrls to a foreign 
httion,'rofcMi roifod .endue is dub'troon the ruins 

pf.*he tingdirofcof tfedLorohasds, as roe roBU relate-in the 
feqncl of ehfo hiftofev. - •< - 

Jfonitprwjd, jtep*lted1% h» mnht^on, watched ail op¬ 
portunities of enlarging .^dcawehfes «t the eapeape of 
<bt <mp6rorg-i and jn.%fc^fiftfayfe»iMaf hit-mron awcey fa- 
wm&sbieooce&Stoflfe^ed : dLeo Ifaurfojis,- who at that time 


flwetioo» 5 fo«,iniperal plswei, 

pfer B fri agtbe craperer’s *offioers, drose them «»t of the 
<afies. In the ,£*&, Germans*, jpatriarcb of jConftanti- 
stuifde, oppofcjl tfee emperor^ deGgne roith greet warrnth ; 
bvk hzo ewifod h*» to he Jepo&d, a*d’Anaftafius to he 
. roiled to that fee ts hw rooro. ordering «t the.fame time all 
&ijl»rb- ~fheia»ges,ro4the«J««rtai<jtyroherotihUcly burnt. He 
*&mtd enjwro>jl=•hi* ; 'Swfi?ers in the-WeA to fee his cdiS 
Iiah iy tit {i w rfiw aUy rofcqprih'M th<*r jyfoe&ive governments: in 
compliance arith thefe ordrtrs, Scholafticus, then ejeareh, 
i>> ¥»»' began to deroeitflt dbe-Mugm ro ail (he chu robes end pub. 
n<*r. fic’fiicro. foJU&eMnaj amea&te which iaccefed the fo- 
{Mcskhros nwfr ir aje .tw.-fiwh a jfcgwe, that, taking m, 
they pehhtiy .droforod^thef waaitf tswhear iffinosrtee their 
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' : ' 1*H i T * tt: a ***f*™ A being wfcmfed of, he 

refold #" their ferny sad, returning 

before J&MWfl* *»Mte the 'inhabitants wfeie jthu# intimi¬ 
dated, to Atbenft OAce jnore the tpdu&ian of that place. 
Accordingly he ted -bi^ wheie ormy againlHt, and, by fre¬ 
quent nftapfcs, #*t%Bed:(ibe i&babi&ms and gamtcm to fetch 
a decree, that the oswfih, Ending they could hold out no 
longer* *n4<j*f|»*^*Og »f «!»«£. primly withdrew. Luft- Yr. of FI. 
prand, Mprtaed of his retreat,. attacked the town with J®t«- 
more ..violefice than ewer, and havftig carried it by ftorra, Al Pl 7> *' 
gave it up to be pisndhred by bis foMiers, who found in it 
an imavenfa booty, as it had befp fdr a iong Bme.the feat andpltn. 
of the Rpnaan emperora, of tbe Gothic Gngs, and the An Ha. 
exvcbs*. The fedn&ioo of ;Ramm» wa* followed by the-*"«*■ 
farreodw of feye/wl cities of tbe exarthaae, which Luit- 
prand reduced ^to a dukedom, appointing Hildebrand, hia 
grandfon, to govern it with the title of duke, aRd giving 
him, u^-«w ypt m jpfant, Befedeus duke of Vicenza 

for bwgUffdian H. » - 

Tbe ctjngueft of Ravenna, had the greatej part ot tbe 
exarchate, grc*tl$ alarmed Gregory li- bifbop of Romeu 
He was then at variance with the emperor, jvhofe edict 
againft the worfliip of image* be badoppoed with all his 
power, and by that oppofition provoked Leo to fuch a de- 
awe, that he bad thmwiwd. to drive b«n from the fee, and 
fend him into exile. However, the pope, no left jealou# 
of the power of the Lombards^ ail h.rpredeeeflbr* had 
been, refoived td put a flop to their conquefe. The only 
prince in llaly, towhomhe could have recourfe, was Urfus, 

/Lit* nr Venuw t fur the VWtens alread«b»ade no mcon- 


atuce m ventce*, - m: - 

fi4fa*MF**' Aeeordmgy k*f«**% aJ 3“ 

ter, comWM hi» His worthy ton the etarch, and, 

for tb« t\» bniy faith, to attenfpt With him there- 
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tiei&o&ards, 

vritk timn to 

bcfiege that ptyfbat turning onafudden towards Ra- 
*?««*» befiegedit by land,. while the* Venetians inverted it 
almoftat the faftie initant byfea. -feredeus defended the 
t*wn for feme time ygiftt great courage and refolution* 
obhging alfthofe who were able to bear arms to repair to 
thewalls: but the Vqpetiansha*’ing,notwithftandingall op- 
wifition, forced open one of the gates on the fide ofthe fea, 
the city was taken, tad Peredcns flain, while he was at- 
tempting, at the head of a choice body, to drive the enemy 
from the ports they hati fpjzed. Hildebrand fell into the 
hands of the Venetians, who, having thus recovered Ra- 
Vjsntsa for the empetor, returned homej leaving tl*? exasch 
in poffeffion of the city. Luitprartd was then at Pavia j but 
the town was taken before.be could aflemble his troops for 
its relief?'. . 

Gregory, bifliop of Rofae, to whom the recovery of Ra- 
teana waB chiefly owing, perfuading himfelf, that the em¬ 
peror wonW, through gratitude, give ear to his' remon- 
ftiancea and admonitions, began to folieft him with more 
jwe fling letters than ever to revoke his edift againft the 
worfliip of image#} 'but Leo, knowing that, the bilhop, in 
. all the meafures be had taken, had been more influenced by 
aregard to' his owtrintcreft than «to that of the empire, in- 
of liftening to his iem&nftfeifees, was ftill more pro¬ 
voked againft him forthustobftinately oppofing the execu¬ 
tion of bis edi£L • Being therefore refolved at all events to 
have it obfervod^jn Rome ftfelf, and, on the other hand, 
no* doubting the pope tvouid.ftrenUoufly oppofe it, in 
order to removtflH obrtacles, he fent three officers to Rome, 
with private* orders either to difpatch the pope, or to take 
him prifoner, wad ednvey him . to Conftantinople, At the 
feme time-ho wrote to Mauritius duke of Rome, fecretly 
enjoining him. to affift his offiosrs in their undertaking; but 
no favoistabfe opportunity offering to ^ut their defign in 
execution, the cmfbmr, m the yearyar, recalled Schola- 
ftjaw, and^tt Pyfl,'w patrician, intoItaly, to govern in his 
roam, wiA ttpvalfe irmru&ions **0 ; encourage the above 
isto*tjt(ned:ijffioew wt%‘t»e pwj*iMe'‘0f great rewards, and 
•to tdfaw?sf*m : of'Ms psate&ion.*i 

and two 

qf -e««fpirafe!M- W*rp‘Wpr^bended : Mf the citterns’of ' 
wdfWttoyfesthi 4l tkw^-baWg ^ped into a 
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took the monaftic habit, and ended 
his Safi V "Hw in compliance with the emperor'# 

orders, refolvedto proceed no longer by f^cret plots, but by 
open force. Accordingly, he begyi his march, at the head rkttx. 
of a confideraMs body t of troops, for Rome, with a defign to arch ft. 
ijjjize on the pope, and fentl hin! in chains fb Conflanti- '«*/>«% 
nople: but, on this occaCon, Luitprand, though incenfed 
againft Gregory for having.excited tjie Venetians againft 
him, refolved to aflift him, at;d the citizens of Rome, 1 
againft the exarch, in order to k*p the balance even be¬ 
tween them, and, by affifting fometimes the one, and 
fometimes the other, weaken bqfji. ♦ Purfuant to this refo- taht hit. 
lution, he ordered the Lombards of Tufcaify, and thofe of h 
thg dukjdom of Spolcto, to join the p#p«, and the inhabit- 
ants of Rome, who, being by this reinforcement, farfupe- 
rior ig ftrength and number tp the exarch, obliged him to 
return to. Ravenna, and refign all thoughts of ally farther 
attempt on the perfon of the pope* 

In the mean tune Leo, perfi fling in his former refolution 
of fupprfeffing throughout hit dominions the worftiip of 
images, fent frefiH orders to the exarch Paul) ftrittly com¬ 
manding him to caufe his edidl to be put in^execution in 
.all the cities of Jtaly under his empire, efpecially in Rome. 

At the faptc time he wrote to the pope, promifing him his 
favour, and prote&ion, if .he complied with the edi£l; and 
declaring him, if be continue* to oppofe it, a rebel, and no. 
longer veiled with the papal dignity: but Gregory was fo %htftpt 
far front yielding to the emperor's threats or promifes, that, W.M '*• 
on the contrary, he folemnly excommunicated the exarch 
for attempting toput thelmpofl'ial edift in execution. At g a j,jt 
rhe fame time, be wrote circular letters to the Venetians, to magtt. 
king Luitprand, to the lombard dukes, and all the chief 
cities pf the exporting them tdbontinue ftedfaft in 

the catholic.faito* and to pppofe with all their power fuch a 
deteftableinnovation. Tbefejgftersmade fuch animpteffion 
on the mind#, e&tbe people i« Italy, that, though of differ¬ 
ent interefts, and often at war with 01K another, they all 
United, p oteftiog.they would defend thercathohc faith, and 
the life of the pope.in fo gloriou# a caufe, at the exptnee 
of .their owfl ; and. the citizens fif Rome, and the inhabit- 
ant# of Pentap lis, now Marca d'Ancona, not contesting 

themfehes withfuch a'pmteftation, revolted from the em¬ 
peror, and, overturning bis ftatues, eleded, by their 
authority, magiftfates to govern them during ,/he i# tr 
xegninn. . . 

• Anl. in Greg, It Sign*- * Ann. 7 *i- Mar* Freber. in Chron. 
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’ iMtottl while, l&Vh^jjtiitad-'il xmt Sjler- 

able partyin Ravenna, began, porfuftit "to the repeated 
adders frtSm .thereniporers, to remo v e the images, as fo 
many Mote, oat of the tWcfeii JjThe adverfe party, fop. 
ported and pncouraged by ttm pope,’»,flew to arms, and, at¬ 
tacking the iconOcfafts, Orim&ge-brtokeiVas they ftyied 
iftjjitt, gave rife to a eivti w a rw ft fr ht the walk of Ravenna, 
iGreat numbers were Wiled on both fides* but thcrfe who 
wefe for the worship of image* at laft prevailing, a dreadful 
Slighter was Jnadedf the oppefite party, and, among the 
>dft, the exarch himfdf was murdered. However^ the city 
pf Ravenna continued faithful to the emperor; but moft of 
’tth cities, of Rtonis|rtta belonging to «he exarchate, aftd all 
#Mfe ( Of , P#ntapoti?'or La Mafca d’Ancona, abherringahe 
adllettiHs, fobraitted to'Luitprand king of the 
■tMnMut*** who, pretending* zealfbr thecatholic raiigion. 


care to improve the duconteat of the people to his ad¬ 
vantage, by reprefenting^ that they could never maintain 
tneirrehgious” rights under a ^rince, whk was net only a 
heretic, wit a p« 3 eetitor df^ieolffhodox.„ 

In Naples/ Exhilaratus, fluke of that city, having receiv¬ 
ed peremptory orders front the emperor to catrfe his edift 
to he put io ekecotioh, dith all that fay in his power to per- 
Jltade the people' to receive it; but finding all his endea¬ 
vours couttlettfietf by the bifhojf hf Rome, 'for whom the 
-Neapolitan* had a great veneration, he hired 'affaflins to 
mutder him. The pkjt bliing difeovered, the Neapolitans, 
incenfcd agakift the duke, tore both him and his for. to 
pleces, and likewife affsSnate^ oae ®f his chief officers, 
who had conypofed a ■lihil hgahsft'the pope V Luitprand, 
aiad Gregory doke efi-Beoeveoto, ftSaing fo .favourable an 
to i t i t ft ei a -hfehe dukedom of 
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of the hmkafit. ^ 

death, wra abfohrtcly twce&ty for 

thotwnyriRtjr The exarch fpared no pains to get £utyriia . 

the popeiat® b» power s hut a meflenger^«ho/n he had feat th/ntm? 
tQ . g^ome, belng-ajipre^fnded by the citizens, and an order txtnk it- 
found upoabim from,the emperor to all hisofficers in that t**pt>t* 
city, commanding them to 'murder, the pope at all events, 
the popd^Meads henceforth guarded him with fuch care, 
that the exarch's emiflaries could never site wards find’an 
opport&aiiyof executing their defign. As for the meflen- 
ecr, the Romans would- have put nun to Heath j but the 
pope i«cerpefed> contenting himfelf with excommunicating 

the exarch ■ , ... 

The Romans, enraged more than ever again It Leo, and, 
on,the e*her hand, unwilling to live uftder the* Lombards, t /ti,ptp»'§ 
refolved to revolt from die emperor, add appoint their own 
magiftrates, keeping' themfelves united under the # pope, not r* w- 
at this time■ a® their prints* hut only as their head. 1 his 
flep- they tookaecordingly, and from thefe (lender begin¬ 
nings the fovereignty of the pope* in Italy took its rife, 
though they did not then, as is'conrmonly fuppofed by hiito- 
tians, but many years after become fovereign lords of Rome. 

Eutycbiua failed* in hi« ; defign upon the life,of the pope i ( 
but-having brought with him from Conllantinople a great 
numbered troopMte eafily quelled the rebelUon lnRavenna, 
atidfeverely pumflred th» authors of the late difturbances. 

As for the rebellious Romans} he was convinced he cpuld 
never reduce them as long as they were fupported bv the 
hingof the Lombards ; and therefore he empbyedaU lns 
art and policy to take offthat ponce from the party ol the 
Romans, and 5 briftg him over <o his own. 

Eaimrand, for fome time, withftood ^11 his otters . but AirMMet 

ThraSd, duke of^leto,. revolwg at th*s v^junc- 

turft the exarch, embmdng that opportunity, ofimed w 

M thtrking.wlth all his length agamft 
**e»-wvw«iU he would, ir* return, affift lnm ag^it the 

pope and the Romans. {With this 

Uly chafed } and a league toin!d, and 

.gto>»^>m> «ysp *-gLgtSSL- u»» 

fe«Sfc*to i, >fe' “ ii, 

of allfcgiance^and g” e •" 

. 8*wtf»-R*vp n - p* ®*‘ 


future 
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future fidelity. ' fRotnSpofotb the two armies marched, ia 
purfuaiice pr the treaty, toRome.and encamped in the 
meadows of Nero between the Tiber mid the Vatican. 

'Gregory haJ caufed tbye city to be fortified 5 but being 
fenfible that the Romans alone cotld not long hold out 
againft two *fueh armies,‘and rt:fle£hng on the kind treaty 
s ient the duke of Spoleto had received on his fubmitting 
to the king, he refolnpd to foljow bis example. Accord¬ 
ingly* taking with him feuac.of the clergy, and the principal 
inhabitants of the city, lie went to wait on the king in his 
Yr. of FI. camp; and there, With a pathetic ipbech, foftened Luit- 
prand to ftich a degree, 4 thaj, throwing hlmfplf at his feet 
in,the prefence df the whore army. Re implored paj-don for 
entering into an alliance againft himj and affuringjiim g( 
his proteQron for thfc.future, went with him to the church 
of St.Peter:. there, difarming himfelf in the piefcqpe of 
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Luitprsud _ 

Hrm ififkt gj g chief Officers, he. laid his girdle, Ris fword, and his 
■***■ gauhtlet, with Ris royal mantle, Ris brown of gold, and 
crofs of filver, on the apoftle’s fapulchre. After this cere¬ 
mony he re&4ciled'&e popeiMdtti theexarch, who - was re¬ 
ceived into the city, where he continued for fome time, 
maintaining fjiendly correfpondence with the pope '. At 
this period an impoftbr, affummg the name of Tiberius, and 
pretending to be defcended from the emperors, feduced a 
great many people in Tufcany, and Was proclaimed em- 
percg. Theexarcb refolved'to march againft him; but as 
he had not fufficient forces *to oppofe the rebels, Gregory, 
who let no Opportunity flip of obliging Leo, perfuaded the 
RomanfiRo attend tRe exarch in this expedition j by which, 
means the ufurper, being taken fn a caftle, his head was 
fent to the emperor, and the rebellion totally fuppreffed: 
but the emperor ftill infilling on bisedidt againft the images 
being received in Roftie, the Romans, at the inftigation of 
the ptjpe, publicly renounced their allegiance to Leo, piid 
him ho more tribute, and -witjjdrew for ever their obedience 
from tneethperors*of the Eaft* 

jjsoi informed Of this revo.lt, and not queftioning but 
the pope Was the gtfthor of it, immediately caufed all the 
ojftrtmhnierdf jbe church of Rome in Sicily, Calabria, and 
„.*:-iM^rer dominions, to be'confifcated. s At the fame time 
j*he .i&Ueredt* power^il army to be ratfed, with a defign to 

revoftiSiV to chaftifc theRo- 
for focltrebcBfon. «nd 1; above ;all, to be revenged ion 
" i Who bidfaifedallthefc dlfturbincea, by oppof- 
snd perfudihg .other* tooppofe,.tbc escecu- 


Ar»«* 




47 $ 


The Hiftory of the Lombards, 

tion of his edift,Gregor^, greatly alarmed at the warlike 
preparations that were carrying on throughout the empire, 
and well knowing that they were chiefly defignedagainll him 
and the Romans, refolved to recur to thd'protecUou of the 
French* theonly naticto at that time capable of oppoSng 
the emperor, and on Vhona, on account of their zeal for 
feligion, he thought he might depeftd. The Lombards were 
then very powerful j but, as they wanted to be matters of 
Rome, he did not think it politic to tluft them. The Ve¬ 
netians, though zealous in the tlefance of tjie, pope, were 
not yet in a conditio* to withftand the power of the empe¬ 
ror; and befides, were jealous of the Lombards, who watched 
all opportunities of enlarging Weir dominions at the ex¬ 
pellee oPtbeir neighbours. Spain was.thpn in p mod de- 
plSrable*condition, over-ran and alraoft v^holly ruined by 
the Saracens. 

The French nation was governedbythecelebratad Charles 
Martel, who had diftinguifhed himfelf in a moll eminent 
manner in the wars of France and Germany, and had, not 
long before, gained a lignal victory over the Saracens in the 
neighbourhood of Tours; on which account he was gene¬ 
rally reputed the "be ft commander, and the greateft hero, 
of his time. To him, therefore, Gregory lent a folemn^wAs'L/ 
embaffy, with a great number of reliques, earneftly intreat- 
ing to take the Romans and the church under his protec- e rnc * 
tion, and defend them againft.the attempts of Leo. The 
ambafladors were received witn«£xtraordinary marks oFho- 
nour, and a treaty was foon concluded between them a ad 
Charles, who engaged to march into Italy in perfon, at the 
head of .apowerful armyf in defence of the Romans and 
the church, if they fhould be attacked either by the empe¬ 
ror or the Lombards. On the other hand, the Romans en¬ 
gaged to acknowlege him for their. prote&or, and con er on 
him* the honour of the confullhip, as it had been formerly 
■ bellowed on Clovis by the emperor Anaftafius.afterthat 
prince had defeated the ViT^oths. Th S ambaffadori re¬ 
turned from France loaded with rich p*efents«; but Gre¬ 
gory did not long enjoy the fruit of thmr negotiations, for 
he died the fern! y«r, 7i U and was ftcceeded by Gre- 

^ l^he emperorL&dying, was fucceeded “ 7 ^? iirtbnM 

ft amine, fumamed Coproaymus, who, treading , i* 

Heps of his father, renewed bis edift 

began to profecuteall tbofe who Rood up m t£ 

InV- £tfis£«l with ordering the images to be rem » timfc# 5* 

Vide Append, ad Greg. Tor. p. >J* 
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ate the «®ly fiwlts winch the writers of thofe times have 
been able to difcoaer in his charaaer. He founded many 
churches and monafteries, enumerated by^PauJus Diaconus’ 
the veftigesof which are admired to this day’ (S), 

Luitprand was fucqpeded by his grandfon Hiideprand or WHrhrand 
pildebrand, whom he had, *fome\qars before, "taken for his f*«uh\ 
colleague in the kingdom: but the Lombards, finding him "'** 
unequal to fo great a charge, depofad him, after a flfyt 
reign of feven months, and in his room raifed to the throne chtfm fa 
Rachis, duke of Friuli, a perfon-much efteemed for his eumm. 
piety and eminent vfftues *. He afcended the throne in 
744, to the unfpeakable fatisfa£Jjpn*of the whole nation; 
and, in the beginning of his reign, confirmed the peace 
wtfh Zahary and the Romans, which had been granted 
them by his predeceflbr. In the fecoriU year of his reign, 
finding the laws of the Lombards ftill defe£Hve,notwith- 
ftanding the many alterations and additions maac by the 
preceding kings, he refolved to fhpply the deficiency, and 
mitigate feme particular laws that were deemed too rigo¬ 
rous* Accordingly, having convened the ftates in Pavia, Htfub- 
he, with their confent and approbation, publifhed a new 
code in 745, and ordered it to be obferved throughout 
dominions. This code, containing eleven chapters, is ftill 
to be feen in the monaftery of Cava, in the kingdom of 
Naples h . , , 

Having thus provided his ffabjeas with excellent laws, 
and fettled the affairs of the kingdom to his fatisfactiqp, 
he fuddenly turned his thoughts upon war. Stimulate! by 
the ambition of enlarging his dominions, he railed a conu- 
derable army, and putting*himfelf at the head of it, retoo 
feveral places in Pentapolis, which had revolted from him ; 
then entering the Roman dukedom, laid clofe fiegeto Pe- 
rugia. The emperor was at a great dlftance, and did not tht Rjmau 
refard the affairs of Italy. The exarch was not m a con- MOm, 
dition to defend bimfelf, much left to protect his g fin*'* 
bourn. Zachary, therefore, mftead of dieting the aft*- terug , a . 
ance either of \L emperor or the1 exardh, refelved to try, 
whether, by his own authority and charter. 


t Paul. Disc, lib. vi. cap. j7> **• 

In Hift. Princ. Longob. p. j. 

. .v « 

^(S)With tbedeathof Luit- 
BMiid, Paulus Dkcoaas eiofes 
W-kilwy of the Lomhards. 

He Was deacon of thei church 
of Foruhi Julii, fas the tet^*|f 

3CVH. ’ M 


, * Erch. apud Peregrin, 
k Idem- ibid. 

of'which city his great-grand- 
father’s &ther fettled, whepthe 
Lombards, bis countrymen, nnt 

came into Italy. 
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srer? treking of th e-L ombards from porfiriotbia coriqueftj. 
: A* fi» former jet^ney badprevetf fitcedbfelbeyond hise*. 
peftation, he refolved Wcmdertafce mother- Accordingly, 
he went in perfon to that cartvp of I^ichts, under the wails 
■iif Pferpgia, ^md being . renewed by- sfcat prince with great 
marks' of refpefik and? oeneratiott, rOprefented with fuch 
and energy the pamfothedt referred? for tfcofe who 

S invade the property of others, tWd Rachis, deeply 
with h» fpeet#, not on-Fy railed the liege of Pe- 
/ feot-rel&rea-aff tie places he ;held in FentapoKs. 

'’?*• Theprefence and authority of the biftfop made fuch a (hong 
•imprefioti owhjrmTnd, that the following year he went to 
Ifanfle, with bis- wifo Tafia, and his danghtet Ratruda, to 
way him aVifit :* being orercome, while he wa* in that 
£tty, with the hntfiufiafm of religion, he rencmisced his 
" yfod preftfating Mmfelf at the pope's-feety took 


wtdturat 
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and was hfenottred after his death by thofe monks as a faint. 
Tafia, Ms wife, and Ratruda, his daughter, followed his 
-example,, retiring into a mona fiery of virgins, founded by 
«them at a ftnall mftance from Monte "Caffiao K 

The liOtBJJmdftro fbstfor beard that Raehis had refigned 
the crown than, affembiing in Pavia, they chofe bis brother 


Aflulphus 


, or Aiftulpbus, a’roafcof great gallantry i 
wiftlom in cooml. Tfe raifod toe fekjgdc 


in the 

VrfffrTrr : wiftom in cowmfii. Be rarfed the kingdom of 

jjhitpkui -the Lombards to Aeingbfft pitch of grandeur; which oc- 
iLft* Jii*g cjifiljlftediysriotail rdln, ! « We fliaif foOn rfiste- id the be¬ 
fog year, 55 a, and was foeeeeded by Stephen 11. Buf Ste¬ 
phen, 'bating hddjche foe three days, died on the fourth, 
and* In bis room Was cfeefoa another, named likewifo Ste¬ 
phen, wbotn thwwbcienfsr Call Stephen II. not reckoning 
his nredeceffor, who died before be wab eonfemted; for 
Ift tnofe days tkfi t ole£F!on. alone did not makcx pope, Jsnt 
the Coftfecratioa-. StepfyetilL or, as- dm modern writers 
i dll h|m, the third, fbfoemonth* after bit efedrion, <W- 
'iWrttrbed legate* folring^Aflnlpbus, with rfoh prefonts, to 
tfre peace, Which lfod : been-lately granted fey that 
■-‘.paSfo-tflfi^tebatyi'fr V. ; n -r - 

HuptfC! 8^^^.md^,lSfc;5j<:acle;.;bdt «rtesd«4;:the 

«a^r- *v« *. r -T ' 

If 
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other view, bat to divert the pope from oppofing the 
(tefigtk he Wd upAs the exarchate, wbjfh he was rcfobed 
to invade, the emperor Conftantinc Coprenymus being then 
engaged in a War with the Saracens and Bulgarians, and all 
Afia and Greece milcrabljr defecated by a dreadful plague, 
die thought he could not have a more favourable opportu¬ 
nity of fubjedhiflg Ravenna, and the reft of the exarchate; 
therefore, having raifed a vAy confidetable army, be march¬ 
ed immediately to that city, and clqfely befieged it. Euty- 
ebras, who was ftill^exarcb, defended the place for fome 
time with great valour ; but finding his men quite exhaufted, 
and defpairiwg of relief, he at laft abandoned it to thf ene¬ 
my, aitd» returned by fea to Conftantinople. Aftulphus, 
thus beootne matfterof the metropolis yf\he exarchate, re¬ 
duced with great cafe the other cities, add all Pentapolis, 
■which he added to his kingdom, and by that addijjon raifed 
the power of the Lombards to a higher pitch than any of 
his predeceflbrs had ever attained. ' Thus ended the exar¬ 
chate of.Ravenna, and wfth it the fplendour of that city, 
which, ever finc^ the time of Valentinian,* the emperors 
had chofe* for the place of their residence, as it was after¬ 
wards the feat eif the Gothic kings, and, upon their ex-» 
pulfiotty* of the exarchs, who, for the fpace of a hundred 
and eighty-three years, maintained the power and authority 
of the emperors of the Ehft in Italy. As the dukes of the 
other cities of Italy, and- of Rome itfelf, were undeathe 
exarch, who refided at Ravenna, the bilhops of that^ee 
contended 1 f-or precedency even with the bilhops of rpme. 
hut a period was, at the fty-ne time, put to the exarchate an 
to the luftre of that ancient mitropolis, which was reduced 
by the Lombards to a dukedom ; fo that by degrees it de¬ 
cayed, and in proeefs of time funk intp the deplorable con¬ 
dition in which it is at pfefent. . , , , 

Aftrrfphw, now matter of the exarchate, thought, be had 
a juft me to att the places depending on that 
eonfeqnently to the Roman drakedom, o . * 

He therefore difpatched a meffenger to &at ^ty,jeqmnng 
the inhabitants t-o acknowfege him fin-tW/<£« 
alleging, m juftificationof his demand, 
whi|h w*s h» by right of eonqueft, gave him> the fane 
power which the emperors had till theni m y 
teettbf Rome, and the Roman **«*•«.• 

toward^ Rome- g 

S heTent a herald from «hen^ m^smt 
riwpape,tl*at i» was determined w plover. R ° ae b,ow- 
put all*the Remanstothefword,if -jl»c 

lege him, by *. -iShdus - ’ po^, 
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fif* pop** alarfficd at tibia fcoere mefiage, attempted firft to dr* 
mmri vert the king fron^this relolutjon by ^ flBiemn embaffy, at 
■fy*pain 14 the bead of which*were the two amJQts of Monte Caffino 
irt^'that" V intend us, who«meeting choking at Vulturnum, a 

it^tirn., city in Campania, reminded him of the peace he had 
lately concluded with Stephen and the Romans; and en-* 
fkayoured by arguments, prayers, and entreaties, to per- 
fukde him not to break it, but to employ his arms elfe- 
wbere k . The two leg|tes ‘had brought rich prefents with 
them for the kihg 5 but he, rejeblin^ them, infilled upon 
hi» being acknowleged by the pope and the Romans for 
their fovcreign. This* ohftinacy threw Stephen into the 
,greater! perplexity imaginable; for he found thwking of 
the Lombarns unSltdrabiy determined upon the r«du£tioa 
of Rome, and the Roman dukedom ; and, on the other 


hand, th^mperor was not in a condition to defend »hem. 
Or put a flop to the con quells of fo powerful and warlike a 
Ttpe Ste-* prince. . The pope, upon* the firft irruption of the Lorn* 
bards into the exarthate, had^ wfttten preffing lette.rs to the 
taaL'utlt emperor, reprafenting the danger Italy to in, the difgrace 
tmptrer. which, from the lofs of the countries he ftill pofieffed 
jhere, woukiv in future ages, be refle£led upon his memory, 
and the glory that would accrue to him from preferving fo 
valuable a portion of the empire. 

fijat the emperor, inftead of an array, font John, with 
the chara^hir of ambaflador,*to the king of the Lombards, 
irafuirirtg him to rellore the places he had already taken, 
andljpt to difturb the peace of Italy, by attempting the re¬ 
duction of others. John went jirft to Rome, and from 
thence, attended by Paul, tRe pope’s brother, to Ravenna, 
where Aftutphus then was. The king received the meffage 
with the utmoft contempt, and difmified the meflengers 
with the feorn wbich they might well have expelled. Then 
the pope lent his brother to Conftautinople, to acquaint the 
emperor, that the king of the 4 .ombards was not to be re¬ 
trained by his authority atonR; and to intreat him to fend 
-a -powerful army into Italy, without which Rome, and the 
remains of dbeRwman empire.-in shat country, would be 
i t i ep arj t falv.ioftii; but Coni^antine at that time had no troops 
to (paro, being engaged in other wars; fo that the -pope, 
' uptuothe invafion *o£ the 1 Roman dukedom, thinking it-was 
Tn vain tohave tehow/e toMm, refolvod, after the example 
-of.’Zachary,' and the two Gregories, torecur to the p#o«ee- 
'• dhohfTrancC.' That, kingdom had been transferred, feme 
-,ym » hefipe, ftomthe Merovingian J» the C a Roving ian 
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The Hific/ry of the Lombards. 

fine 5 and thecelebrated Pepin, fon to Charles Martel, was 
then king. , 

As pope Zachary had borne a great (lire in that tranfla- 
tion, repinhad promised*to prot«£t his fee againftal) its 
enemies, especially againft^he Lombards. S^pphen, there¬ 
fore, not doubting but Pepin would immediately perform 
what he had promifed, difpatched privately a meffengerinto 
France, to acquaint him with his diftrefs, and the defirh he 
had of conferring with him in perfqn, provided he could do 
it without danger, and a fafe condu£t wefe procured Tor 
him from the king*of the Lombards, who already kept 
Rome in a manner blocked up. .JPeJun, glad of the oppor¬ 
tunity o£ obliging the pope, fent immediately two perfons 
of diftuiaion, to beg leave, in his nadie,*of the king of the 
Lombards, for Stephen to come out of *the city, and go 
with-him into France. The two ambafladors /ound the 
Lombards in poffeffion of all the caftles and fortreffes in the 
neighbourhood of Rome, and reidy to inveft that city. 
However, Aftulphus willihgly complied with their requeft, 
and fuffered the .pope to repair with them taFrance, where 
he was received by Pepin with the greateft marks of efteem 
and veneration. He laid before the king the deplorable 
condition to which he was reduced by the Lombards, and, 
imploring his affiftance and protean, promifed to employ 
all the authority of the apoftolic fee in bis behalf. On he 
Other hand Pepin allured hiA of his affiftance. 4 8 

prevailed upon Stephen to ftayttl the winter was overbad 
the army reVdy to march, both he, and his two fons <#ar 
and Carloman, were, in.the mean time, anointed By him 
with the holy unaion, and,*with great folemmty, confe- 
crated in the church of St. Denis kings o " , 

ceremony Pepin thought would recommend h m to the 
fpea of his fuhjeas, and greatly contribute to the eftab 

ment of the kingdom in his perfon and P° f ' ^ t 

In the mean time AftultAi*, ignorant ofthc danger that 
threatened him, Was wholly intent upo p • ^ 

edia of laws, which is (till to »* fee t n . “ *1« chapters, 
monaftery of Cava, and contains w y 
While he wasrhus employed y? '"Jing ®e law , po^e 
Stephen wasnegociating in France the ™ "™ Dce . 
kingdom, fspra, uppn the armal o “Pj^ wi th the 
had promifed to affift him agamft th ^ out fi £ 

Whole ftrength of his kingdom, an ^ ^ K ft 0 redJ 

the exarchate and Pentapolis, wh theLom- 

ts Pepin underftood, to the emperor, from wno 

iMAOmtMhdk $99- *" 
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f&t Hjfiqry if -tin Jjbmbitris. 

Mucd® bad taken th«n; but tbepopc, finding the Jung ready 
gratify Kini in all his deftiaiwds, refolyid hot to negled 
fo favourable an opportunity of aggrandizing bimfelf; and 
therefore infoibated no Pgpiq, that he could ngt better ac- 
quif*himfelf of his obligations to tbe^ajpoftolic fee, confult 
the welfare rf his foul, -ottrewald him for the dangers he. 
had undergone,, and the pains he had taken for the fafety 
of Italy and the church, than hy granting both the exar¬ 
chate and Pentapolis to St. Peter, that is, to iimfelf. The 
pope pretendedchat Cohftantme had forfeited all right to 
' thofe countries, by forfafcing thy pro*; ft ion of Italy, and 
prrfecnting the church* 

Pepin not only promifetf to put him fo poffeffi^n of the 
exarchate and Pentapolis, if he Should focceed in yjpellijg 
the Lombards, hut v:onfirmed his jjromife with a folemn 
oath, which was Jikewife takenhwbis ferns Charles aniCar- 
lomaa w. *When Pepin was ready to proceed on his march 
„ fox ltaly, the pope was talma ih, fo that the expedition was 

K t off till the month of Auguft.* MeSnwhile th e pope, by 
:g«ent letters and meflagfcs, endeavoured' to ,perfuade 
*Afi:ulphus toreftore what; ne had takeifi conjuring him 
by the holy nayfteriea, and the tremendous day of judge- 
fiaent, to prevent, by his compliance, tie effufion of 
Cbriilian Mood. Pepin like wife interpofed his good offices, 
fending three different emfouSies to we king of the Lom- 
hards, and earneftly intrSitiqg him to content bknfejf with 
fudf'eountries as had been«pofleffed by the kings his pre- 
riecew-jrs. But finding Ailulpjius deaf to his intreaties, he 
refolrad to employ force; .and accordingly, nutting bimfelf 
at the head of hisanny, he jearcSed, attended, and urged 


refolvtd tp employ force; and accordingly, putting bimfelf 
at the head of his anny, he nnarefied, attended, and urged 
on by the pope, towards the Alps, fending a party of chofen 
men before, to open the paffes. Thsfe Aftslphusattacked 
withgieat vigour ; fofthis troops befog rout edby the French, 
who had the advantage of die ground, he fled with great 
precipitation to Pavia- 

f Pepin, findfog tfhe paffes clear, erdfed the mountains 
^ unotoidled, and, entering Italy, *fi? anced to Pavia, where 
theking had taken refuge, and fovtfted it on every fide. 
in . ; Aftufobua,. apprifed for th* iange'r hi wa* fo, Lent one of 
mi hh chiefifords to Pepin foSie 6 >r nplcejjr'likh v*® grairir 
®$d, i|pon his engaging, fey a reioretbe 





fhi Mj/kfy <f the lo$bsr&. 



aeptu Ofr willow* Ifit^ucu luuiucu W4ii»^ic4ijuy iu iwiuc^ 

not doubting Twit Aftulphus would foo* put him in pofleff- 
pjon of the Countries which he had, by & folemn oath, prq- 
miPed to cede, hut* Aftulphus,* without the leaft regard 
either to his oath, V die ho ft ages, when he thought the 
’ftortn hiown over by the departuft of Pepin, indeed of de¬ 
livering up the countries Ije had feized, unexpectedly in¬ 
vaded the Roman dultedom, and cn'ade himfelf mailer of 
feveral cities. At laft he approached Ronje with his army, 
and clofely beGegeAit, not imagining that Pepin would pals 
the Alps a fecood time. In this,extremity Stephen had 
recourfe to his prote&or, to \Wtom he wrote three letters, 
which are ftill extant”, couched in the.mpft fu^niffive terms. 
St. Pefer, to whom the donation had byn made, is intro¬ 
duced fpeaking in thefe fetters to the king, his two fong, 
and all the Rates of France, conjuring them towome to his 
relief, on pain of .being debarred from the kingdom of 
heaven Pepin, greatly affedled by the pope’s letters, and 
confidering the breach of faith in the king of the Lombards 
as an affront ofered to himfelf, refolded to have recourfe 
again to arms.' Having, therefore, with .great expedition, 
alembled his forces, he again depaited for Italy} of which 
motion Aftulphus no foo.ner heard than, raifins tbc 
of Rome, which had failed already three months, here- 
turned in great hade to the .defence of his own country. 
In the mean time Pepin, having defeated *]“ 
had'been Tent to defend the paffes of the 
Italy, Aftulphus, whofe army was not near fo numerous a 
that of Pepin, threw himfelf a Tecond.time into Pavia, with 
the flowedof his forces. Thither Pepin followed him, and 

mu% rt#cmr% uttdtigMtce of ‘’j*j ? 8 ' h v W!1S , 0 drive 

Pl» “1*3**' S' 5~ it of, 

nert to Mra, JHJI fy tac e u tl^ . a'u--. An,hna : to COO- 
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Alps. Jo oonfequenceof this 
iPlWJSjatioo, one ofthtra privately made the beft of his 
^*T, t0 Pavia, Whqre be. underftood the ling then was, 
«wjng the. reft at Marfalks with t£e legate, whom the 
P°P e , had lent with them from Romp, arid who, as they 
apP.^bMdedj would harp Vhwarfed their negotiations. The® 
ambanador, who was immediately introduced to the king 
aftef having extolled, c in his nnfter’s name, the courage! 
Valour, and con dud, which Pepin had difplayed in the pre- 
ferit war with the Lombards, the comtnon enemy of the 
empire and France, reprefented.thatUe exarchate, with- 
out all difpute, belonged <£ the empire, from which it had 
©pen taken with the greateft injuftice, while theiemperor 
UTSS engaged»in a war with the Saracens; that, face the 
fang had retakendt from the unjuft invader, it was agree- 
ablc to the rules of equity, that he fhould reftore to the 
« ; |iaperor What was his; that the biihop of Rome was his 
** v iT buffered him peaceably to enjoy 

What ban been given him by prinees and private perfons for 
maintaining hi*dignity, he c&ild not ufuro the dominions 
of his fovereign, without being guilty, at the fame time, of 
mgh treafon, qnd the moil Cruel injuftice. The amhaflador 
Concluded his fpeech by telling the king, that his mailer, 
who defired nothing of others hot what feemed agreeable to 
equity, was ready, to pradlife it*himfelf; and therefore 
would wilfagly reimhurfe hi* all the expences he had been 

^ W^Lomb V rP ^ C3ta * cbate * and other places, taken 

Bepm, having heard, with great attention what the am- 
taftadur faid, replied, that the exarchate belonged to the • 
Cpftqueror Of the J^Jnshards, who had acquired it by right 
6 f war; that many places had voluntarily fubmitted to 
faUMprand, the inhabitants hiving no other means to main¬ 
tain, their religion ;'that therefore the right of the Lombards 
to thofe countries Was no mow to be queftioned than that 
w tne Frenphjto tne countriesVhich they had taken from 
the Ronaane and y iftgoths; . that the right which the Xom- 
T-’ w «*< d6 W^d upon him, fo that he could dHpofe 
of^tfafe countries as be thought advifeable; and hi had 
fJ'rS 6 -■,™, ? pfoptr to faftow them 6n the pope-, that'the ea- 
*^*M *\& he preferved in fa fail purity, and he no 
te«r defied >wftfc*the many abominable errors of the 
:*■»'•*"* «foi&ioa, which nothing 
«»}d Srihfctf ffiat he u£ s determined io%v& 

«m, to the laft Jifaxl, the pope, and the 

;^sh, m the poijefion of what he W giveh thefa. 
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then diftnified die ambafladors, -without fuffering them to 
reply »; and, puifcing the fiege of Pavia with great vigour, 
reduced Aftulphus to fuch dtftrefs, thgt, jeing no longer 
able to hold out, he fged for peace; which wis granted,him AJhdpba 
by Pepin, upon his promifing to perform immediately the ■/“**“*'■ 
.treaty made the year before, an8,,befides, to deliver up to 
the pope the city of Commachio, a place at that time of great 
Importance. This promife <was confirmed by a folemn oath, 
and hoftages were given as formerly. Pepin then renewed Ptpnrt- 
his donation, whereby he yielded to St. Peter, and his fuc- nea > * a 
ceffors, the exarchaft, Emilia now Romagna, and Penta- 
polis now Marca d’Ancona, with 511 tire cities therein, to 
be held toy them for ever ; and, having caufed a new in- 
lkume«t of the donation to be drawl! dp, htf delivered it, 
figned by himfelf, by his two fons Charts and Carloman, 
anddsy the chief barons and prelates of Franc^ to Fulard 
abbot of St. Denis, to be delivered into the pope’s hands. 

Fulard, whom Pepin had appoi/fted his commifTarjr, having* 
receive^ this inftrument, Went, together with the commit 
faries-named by.Aftulphus, t8 all the cities of the exarchate, 
jEmilia, and Pcntapolis; and, taking poffeffion of them in y r .of ft 
the pope’s name, received hoftages, with whom he repair^ M»+- ' 
to Rome, carrying with him the keys, and Peptn s dona- ‘ts , 

tion, which were laid by the pope on St. Peter’s fepulchre. ^ 

Pepin, 'having thus performed the promife he had made in frft 


France s (T). The pope committed the government 
exarchate to the archbiihop of Ravenna, who thej.^,^ 
took the title of exarch, not as archbifhop, but as an officer 
of the pope, now a temporal prince. Thus was the feeptre 
added to the keys, the fovereigrity to the pnefthood, and the 

r Anaftaf. in Vit. Steph III. p. *7- ?• * 
cerdot. & Imper. lib. i. cap. I. num. J. 1 Le ° oft,enf ' “ b * u 

cap. 8. Anaft. ibid. 


(TJ The exarchate comprif-' 
ed, according to Sigonius (i), 
the following cities, namely, 
Ravenna, Bologna, Imola, Fa- 
enza, Forlimpopoli, Forli, Ce- 
fens, Bobbio, Ferrara, Comtiia- 
chio. Adria, Cervia, and Sec- 
chi*,, which were all delivered 
fo fte : . >pe, except Faenaa and 
Ferrara, Pcntapolis, or Marca 
d*Aac&ui, comprehended Ri¬ 


mini, Pefero, Conca, Fano, 
Sinigaglia, Ancona, Ofiroo, U- 
mana, Jen* Foffombrone, 
teferetro, Urbino, the Balnefian 
territory, Cagli. Luceoli, atm 
Eugubio, with their teigHone* 
and diftriSs, a* appears from 
the donation ofLewis,tbe Pious, 
by which Pepin’s donaupn 
confirmed. 
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%hc Jfifary if tbe fyt&arA* 

JW|K**rett tKsXti wjjflu the Jp#vls,of the Bomba** fciites. 
and '^ic Homan emj»er*r*. . . , 

. &S tbofe coummes Won^fta, without all doubt, to *Con- 
fhcuwne tfaeq- fen^peror, feme authors have thought, that 
jSSs'tlonatiwt was made in his nume.ktid that this 45a ve rife 
jPO the fable -of the doos&io*: off ConJlafttine the Great r . Be 
Ifeat as it may, from thus time the popes left off taking no-* 
tjcemf the years of tbe-emperorjiu their bulls and letters, as 
fhev had done hitherto i syrd, depending upon the pro¬ 
tection of Traruje, withdrew theirobedience from the em- 
necor, and would be no longer deemed his fubje&s. The 
Preach, Who pique fhemfielyes upon being the jfirft authors 
of the .pope’s temporal grahdeur, will not, howevgr, allow 
Pepin to hare ever veiled them with the fovercignty, it be¬ 
ing man»£eft. Iky, they, that the foveneignty remSaed m 
jPepin and bis dWoendajitss a»d was exescifed by thqpr all 
'over Italy. 0 With them ropft authors agree, and, among 
the fail, the learned jSigonrus. Petrus deMarca maintains 
Shis .opiitioe, end, at -the fame ‘tiigie, tells us, how the popes, 
by degrees, ibecanac fotsreigrts of Home. The exarchate of 
Xavcnua, fey* that writer, being yielded; to the pope, the 

f ivemunsent > f Rome, of conrfe, devolved on him j for the 
oman dukedom hadheee always fuhjefi to the exarch : 
die foven^nty indeed was veiled in the emperor, but the 
U«h*unatrata»n hedqt^4*o *e exp^ therefore the pope, 
when he became mailer of the exarchate, claimed it, and 
CAO&uied to govern Rome^not as fbveretgn, but only with 
^heVyh ^ity that had been vdled in the exarch, till the 

e ar &}<*» when the authority of the Emperors, fuecelTors of 
larkmi^ncv declining in Itgly, Charles the Bald yielded 
WUWekimea , audio v.ereiemty over Bome, to the apoilolic 
leeV Hence Cordlantine Porpbyrogenittos, deferibing the 
'ifociwf «E»**pe m hi* ftiam. *h*t i% about'the year 944, 
.write*, abardlamdifevas fubjefifc so the pope as its fovereign. 
It was upon the dedenfion of tjje Wenern empire, when it 
wiskrotinned b>.Qj«a3py#j.kk£s^ ‘that the pope, as-well as 
pittce*;^ JEttfjs. fovemgmy, yphich 

.ih^jr etyof.«pSiis djjfc " 

* -ja&t *6 netum to AiM$ph#8* Iha* fafnee, finding himfelf 
tn /ufrekAfrrlw p^mY-hatr,, and the other coun- 

oriM. jtB yo ijbeo* thaA'blmfelf, 

ln»a«:«0|a«ahe d*itb a rfcfign to retake 

and, atshejIG* - 
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who, he did apt doubt, would return into Italy, and renew 
the war: but whaje, in tbe height of thefe warlike prepa¬ 
rations, he was one day taking the divetfion of hunting in 
a neighbouring Foreft, be was killed, aeforeflug to fome, by Jflulpht 
a wild boarj according to others, by a Ml from his hbrfe: diet. 
Rrchempertas writes^ that be wan killed with *1 arrow' (U). 

*As the deceased king left no iffue 'male behind him, and his 
brother Rachis had taken tfce monadic habit, the Lombard 
lords began to affemble, in order to proceed to a new elec¬ 
tion: but in the mean time Dcfiderius, Wiom Adulphus Yr. of Ft 
had raifed to the dukedom of Tufcany, and made comes J'°4- 
ftabuli, or mailer of the horfe, caufcd himfelf to be pro- A-D ' 7S& - 
ckimed 4 king by bis Tufcan Lombards.'^ This usurpation Ct j uUriu , 
Rachisjio fooner underdood than, ropeming <>f bis former cauftihu— 
refolutioo, he refolved to quit the mo italic life, and refume fil/iot, 
the purple, being encouraged by feveral perfons of greaf proclaimed 
authority among the Lombards, and by the inifcbitants of ""*• 
Liguria and Venetia, who begun to flock to him in great 
numbers. • 

Their attachment to Rachis gave great uneafineis to Ue 
fiderius* who had reoourfe to the pope, offering him th< 
cities of Faenza, Ancona, Sechia, and Ferrara, which hau 
not been reflored by Adulphus, provided V would a Gift 
him at this junaure, and, by his authority, mamtam him 
on the throne. Tbe pope immediately clofed with the pro- H< „fg 
pofal, and, entering into an alliance with Def.denus, found 
means to perfuade Rachis to continue in the date Ifthad w j um kt 
embraced, and lay afide all thoughts of recovering th/nng,^,/,*,- 
dora, which was held by his friend and ally. De( * e f l ^» 
being thus delivered froA th| danger that ibreatened hirn, 
fur rendered the above mentioned cities to the pope, pu^u- 

ant to the agreement. Pope htephen die Rome 

firth of April of: the year 757- To bihithecburch 0 
is chiefly indebted for the grandeur it dill en,o)s. 

1 Etch# crip. P- 

■ (U) We fhouli perhaps have the Fre^J ponces, 

to*fetpp«sw«ftrw- 'Sledded th«n in the kingdom 
^recount **£*•£». *"* HUcrentrymenwene. 


able recount offcjs rrign, HUcouotrymen were. 

yrelmDireouus <**}*«**" ^ .Hsfitent? 

htfiory 5 hut that wmn, faring for tbe lame r». , w» 

inihe time of CtaHSeowgoe, the 
Ion of Pepin, prudently dedm- 
gd writing the Aidory of this 
and the folk:wing king’s reign, 

}eQj bWeiating the tranfiaions 
of thole nates, hefltould offend 


fo that thofe events have been 

tranfmlted to poflentybyfuch 

writers only, as were.preju¬ 
diced in favour of the prevail¬ 
ing party. 
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Tti^#my*f the Ifflfardsii 

Mi bhjtbfer Paul, wh| renewedthe alliance 
With"' the''kiiig Of Lombards, bat die<Pin the third year 

of that prince\reign. In'his room was chofen Stephen the 
(hlrda or, as the modern writers the fourth, between 
whom and Dgfiderius great jeakmfies ,arofe, which at laft 
4ame to an open rupture., *Deficferius having, by his inter-* 
eftj. caufed one of his intimate friends, named Michael, to 
he cRofen by the people and clergy archbilhop. of Ravenna, 
fbe pope, not approving’ the eleftkm', expelled him from 
that, fee. The King, to be revenged on the pope, caufed the 
lyes, of Chriftopher and Sergius t© be put out. Thefe 
were two legates fent ffony .Rome to demand the reflitu- 
tion erf fotne lancts belonging to that church. After this 
Outrage, DefideriuS, v fiot doubting but the pope wosdd bane 
jfecourfe to the kftigs of France, refolved to be beforehand 
with bim, e and gam them over, if pofiibk, to his •fide. 
With this view, he offered bis two daughters in marriage 
to Charles and CarlomSn.'who, upon the death of their 
father Pepin, had divided the 'kingdom betweep them. 
Pope Stephen was no foon'er Informed of ^this treaty than 
he wrote to the two princes, earneftly entreating them not 
tp enter intoaeyfort of alliance with the kingo? the Lom¬ 
bardi) and threatening them with excommunication, and 
even damnation *, if they confented to marry his daughters. 

• Rut Defiderius having gained Bertrade, the mother of the 
two princes, the marriages Wire, by her means, concluded, 
ftoferithftaflding utmoft endeavours of the pope to prevent 
tfeem%This alliance, however, was but of (hort continuance; 
for CHarles foon after divorced hi|wife, pretending that the 
wasincapableofbearing chnd.cn, and married in her room 
Ildegarda, a princefs of Suevia. His brother Carioman dy¬ 
ing about the fame tiijie, Berta, thedeceafed king’s widow, 
hot’thinking herfelf, and the two fobs (he had by him, fafe 
in France, fled to her father in Italy, and put herfelf and 
her children under his protefiion. Defiderius, who was 
highly mcen&d agfcrnffCharl& for divorcing.his daughter, 
received them with Vreat joy, not doubting but he (hould, 
one time or other r be able, by thejr means, to raife dif- 
tnrbances in France ; whifjhNrould both.give him the fa- 
tisfaftion of being revenged on Quarles* and divert that 
^ritiewfram intermeddKng with the affairs of Italy. In the 
mean time pope Stephen died, and Adrian I. was, in the 
•ycar'yya chofen. in his room. Ho no (boner faw himfelf 
tdtfrtfto the apoftolk fee than he font twotfegates to cor^ 
«Nt|fe V laftij^, peace with Defiderius', and it was agreed, 

that 
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that neither oftbem fiiould difturb the other in the poffef- 
f,pa of the countries they held. Defiderius, concluding, 
from this ftep taken by Adrian, that hS did not entertain 
fuch jealoufies and fufpicions of tjie Lombard kings as his 
predeceffors had don?, nor was fo attached to the prfnces 
of France, propofed to hifh thet:qnfecrating %nd anointing 
*the fonsof Carloman, not doubting but that meafure wourf 
raife tumults and difturbanses in Frajice, and, at the fame 
time, create a mifunderftanding between the pope and 
Charles, which would give him an opportunity of reco- 
vering the countries taken by Pepin, and yielded to the 
church. The ceremony of anqjgting, after the example of 
Pepin a*d his two fons, had been, by degrees, introduced 
ainong^hriftian princes, the people* deeming thofe, who 
■were thus anointed, lawful kings: bill Adrian, who, not- 
witWlanding the peace he bad concluded with the Lom¬ 
bards, was no iefs jealous of their power thaiT his prede¬ 
ceffors bad been, peremptorilyO-efufed to comply with the, 
requeft of Defiderius, being well affured, that, bf granting 
it, he fiiould incur the difpleafure ofCharles^the only prince 
capable of protecting him againft the Lombards. 

Defiderius left no art unemployed to bring the pope into 
his meafures } but finding he could obtain nothing by faft 
means, he refolded to employ force. Accordingly, he broke «, 
unexpectedly into the exarchate, and, having madehimfclf 
matter of Ferrara, Commaehio, and Faenza, threatened 
Ravenna itfelf with a fiege. Adrian, alarmed at 

tilities, immediately, difpatched ambaffadors to remrirt^, 

kitie of the peace lately concluded, and to demand t*e rel 
titution of the places whfth he had taken in an open breach 

of the late treafy. The king receivedthem ttfhc' wS 
the greateft marks of honour, and told them, that be was 

defifous of treating with the pope in P l . rf °"? m and .* Adrian 

rejecting the invitation, apfiyere unlefs be reftored 

the cities he had feized. LJelioe ,p having ra- 

fwer, marched hU army into ^. enta ^’So, Urlino, 
vaged the territories of, ^ft ro y!ng the country 

and Eugubio, approached RtpV",.,L„Lf uc h ->f th® 
with fire and fwordi and carrying emergency Adrian 
inhabitants as fell into h* hands. Jn *«*£*£*! tw£nty 
ordered the abbot of St. Vine ». of the i r ,lines, to 
monks, in great reputation forth J^oj. intreat him 
wait upon the king *n bis nam ^ de fiftfrom farther 

to reftore the places he had *"* » . erv kind manner, 
hoftilities. The king received them m a very Kin ^ 
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£&%!£&*& them, ffa* If ttii pd^'#bttlS§- comeib perfon 
IK confer wkh hipvthe ckfes mduM At immediately rc- 
ftbred, and in £nd,put to rif hoflUities; Not fatisfied with 
fihutying to the legate hi# earned degre of a private inter- 
vrith thqpope, Re font atnbafladare to acquaint Adrian 
£jf this circumftance, and perfuaac him, if poffibte, to com- 
^^jrith hisrequeft, iitiee hehad matters of the ntmoA im- 
pbrtanee m impart: hut Atfriatf, firm in his former refolu- 
<foh> foiemnlyprotefted* that he woof# never appear before 
thinking, till trce warns he had taken were reftored; but 
fftat, as food.as they were reftored, h# would meet firm in 
ertlat place foever^he ffibukirihink proper toappoint, in or- 
ii&r to f fettle, in concert with him, the tratiqiitlicySof Italy. 

S on'thB return*qf thef© ambafhniore, Defidewus fent 
er*. to whom'the pope made the fame anfwer, adding, 
IRat, if hefcdid not comply with the king’s req-ueft as»faon 
sCs WiC cities were given op, he gave him. liberty to take 
them again* and invade* tHl : territories of the church at*his 
jfeafttre: hut Deftderius, emageh more than eve; at the 
'OTftiitaey of the pope, threatened to brjng his army to 
Borne, and,/b,y that expedient oblige Adrian td grant his 
(ftqueft. * 

’* The pope was fo terrrfiedby thefir menaces that, thinking 
{(hMfelf m the utmofidanger, he refohrerf, in imitation of 
his prcdecefTors, to have recourfe to France. Accordingly, 
he lW Peter by fea, to acquaint Charlemagne, then king of 
with the tfenger he was- in; and not only to im- 
^lorethis afflftance, but w invite him to the eonqueft of 
Italy, ahnlJft entirely ruinedby tfjp Lombards. Befiderius 
Was no fotmer informed of tffe arrival of the pope’s legate 
in trance, and of the accufetiofcs hdd' to his charge, than he 
difpatched ambaffadors to Charlemagne, adoring. him of his 
inclination to live at peace with the pope, and complaining 
if Adrian’s obftinatcy, ih refilling him a private interview 
s fbr' &tffihgthn tfonquility offtaly-. BurCharlemagrte, who 
Otilywantedia fafhurable opportunity of revenging himfelf 
ioh Defideriqs for keepinghis two nepftCws, with a view, as 
■fe foppofed, of raitrag dnburbancesih Prance, received’ the 
Invitation dr Adrian with ‘^credible fatisfaftion, attdbegah 
Jtn'tffafce fufehr preparations, as plainly Slewed* that Ms de* 
*fign das not only toaffiflr the wye, buffo make an entire 
‘eghqtwiR’^Mft Itihgdom of the Lombards < He appointed 
'iSetrttva fertile place of the general renfleavons, and there, 
NHluhl the troops -were all hflfembted, he divided Ms n*. 

two bodies,, whereof the one 1 he led in 
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rptrfefl, and committed the other to the eomhiS of his mtcte 
Bermrvdi On ll* other hand, Befiderius, having ceruia 
iftteffifeaee of hie motions, font foBBe^roops to guard the 
pafTes itt the Alps.:- then making numerous- levies in the 
dukedoms of Friuli, jBenevento, Spoleto, Etruria, and the 
other dukedoms o£ winch* his ffqgdom was*compofcd, he 
raifed a powerful army, and- putting himfelf at the hrad^F 
it, marched to Turin, with a deftgp to give Charlcnftgne 
battle, in cafe he foould force the freights, and defcend into 
the plain country. • 

Charlemagne purfeed his march to the Alps ; and finding 
the paflee guarded by the LogjJjafds, feat a detachment, 
under tfee conduit of experienced gntdes, to crofs the 
wopntjins another way. This aim* tifey happily accom¬ 
pli {bed, and failing by furpri-ze upon Aofe who guarded 
the fraffes, ftrucfe them with fuch terror, that, abandoning 
their pofts, they fled in .the utmoft confternation. Upon Charts 
their retreat, Charlemagne pSfl'dU unmolefted # with hi* wag"* e+ 
whole army, and descending from the mountains, marched * r * t **¥' 
in feared of the enemy. Solne authors write, that the two 
armies came to an engagement, m which, after an ohftinate 
difpute, Defiderius was defeated. They add, thattbe place 
where the battle was fought, from the great number of the 
{Iain, took the name, of Mortuaria. Others, lefs affafted to 
the Lombards, tell us, that, at the approach of Charle¬ 
magne, they fled in the utmdft confufion, not daring tg look 
the enemy in the face. Be tHht as it may, it is certajarf hat D '± 
Defiderius retired, and font himfelf up in Pavia, ftt tw 
fame time he fent his fon Adalgifus, and his dfughter 
Berta, the widow of Carloimn, with her two fops, to \ e- 
’ rona, a place not inferior in ftrength to Pavia*itfelf. Char¬ 
lemagne, Wng that the king had/hut himfelf up in Pa¬ 
via, led bias whole army againft that city, and clofe y 
veiled it. The Lombards defended the P Uce J lth 
vigour; and on the othoe hand, Charkmage, determined 
nm to withdraw his troops ^from bef^s it i»U »t had 
mi tied, feat for hb wife and fons, and W.nued w.h.them 
in the camp till Chriftmas, which feihvaihecel 
With fcreat pomp ; then leaving hts und* Bernard to pro- 
fecute the ftegeof Pavia, he went, with part of the anny^ 

the town for feme time with 

l&reirety-i bat- in the end, finding himfelf rcduc to l }3j^Charl 
Su&Sy, and desiring of relief, he w«Mwr -- 

nigbt>«fiter having wandered a long time 

ft* tO’CoaftaatuwpJc, mbert Be sm recent u { n ^i 
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tamed with great kmtftwfe fey the emperor. Uponhis de- 
Jjarture, the gam fort sad inhabitants of-Vorpna furrendered 
to Charles, who having got Berta and her two fons into his 
tower. Cent th<fm immediately, under, a ftrong guard, into 
Prance : hat whatbecame afterwardshf thefe two unfortu- 
rsateprinces Was never known. Veroria being reduced, all 
'pother cities oh the fame fide of the Po fubmitted, upon 1 
theSirft fummons, to the conqueror, who, returning to Pa¬ 
ws, carried on the fiege with more vigour than ever. 

In the mean time, Ealler approaching, Charles refolved 
to jwep that folemnity at Home* Accordingly, committing 
a fecond tknd the care of tbq fiege to Bernard, he departed 
for that city with'fe fplendidtrain; and being revived in 
all the placet jthroagh which he patted with. tfie^reate^: 
marks of honour,a ht reached Rome the day before Eafter. 
Adrian earned himfelf on this occafion, thinking it incum¬ 
bent upon*him to receive fo great a prince, to whom the 
•church was fo highly indebted, with the higheft demonftra- 
tions of Bonour, gratitude, and efteem. By his orders the 
magiftrates andiudges, with their banners, and the badges 
of their refpedtive offices, met him thirtymiles from the 
city. At a mile from the gate he was received by a pro- 
ceffion. of children, carrying in their hands branches of 
palms and olives, and nngtng his heroic exploits and vir¬ 
tues. After them came a great number of crofs-bearers, 
who were ufually appointed to attend the public entries of 
the^eSarcbs and patricians. “Charles, as foon as be faw the 
alighted from his horfe, and, attended by his own 
Bobiljiy, and the Roman magiftrates, walked the reft of the 
way on foot. The pope repaired' early in the morning, 
with the clergy and people, to the church of the Vatican ; 
and fitting on a kind of throne on the fteps, waited the ar¬ 
rival of the king, whof going dire&ly to the 'church, afcended 
the-fteps, killing each of them as he mounted. Being ar¬ 
rived at the throne, the popei*, coming down, received him 
with great t^ndemefs j and,'-after mutual embraces, and 
congratulatory fpeecbes, they went together into the church, 
the people following them with loudfacclamations, and the 
'&&& frequently repeating, “ BleffiS^is he that coipeth 
e name of the Lord.” ‘‘‘When they came to the place. 


m 


Walledpthen, as it is to this day, the Cohfeffion, proftrating 
tbemfelvcs on the ground, they returned thanks to the. Al¬ 
mighty, and to his apoftle St. Peter, for the ftfecefs that had 
hkhesto attended the king’s arms againft his enemies, and 
.^tCjehcmies of the church.. 

,,,:v^Rcr>thi.s ceremony, Charles .begged permiffion to go into 
fke.cjty (for the Vatican jfood then without the wafts), to 

PCTfona 
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great number of veflels, bore great fway b tbe affairs of 
Italy, though we dfc not yet find them pofiefled of any town 
on the terra firma or continent. The pope,, by the gene- 
rofity of Pepin, and his fon Charles, was maffer of the ex¬ 
archate and Pentapojis. The dukedom of Naples, and 
tpme cities in the Hither and Farther Calabria, were Hill 
pofiefled by the emperors of the Eaft. AH the other pj/i* 
tinces of Italy were held by the Lombards. When Defifle- Th trtnt 
fius was taken prifoner, the dulwdom of Benevento was go* e f , ^ u Me* 
verned by Arechis, fon-in-Iaw to the unhappy prince. It < *° m ***' 
fcomprifed almoft all fhe prefent kingdom of Naples ; for, 
of the twelve provinces into vulycW that kingdom is now 
divided,n nine were fubjedl to the duke of Benevento. It 
w»s bounded on the weft by the duktddms eff Rome and 
Spoleto ; on the fouth by Gaeti, and its territory ; on the 
eaft l^r the territories of Cofenza and Caflano; oij the north 
by Siponto, and the promontory of Gargano. On account 
of its extent it was, by the Latiifs, called Italia Cifjiberina ; < 
and, by^the Greeks, Longfcbardia Minor, to diftinguifh it 
from the Gfeatej, which, lying on both fides the Po in 
Cifalpine Gaul,‘ftill retains the name of Lombardy. 

This extent of the dukedom induced the dukes to dividf and v/ <-#- 
it, for the more convenient adminiftration of juftice, into w rnmnt, 
feveral diftrifts, called counties, each of which had its pro¬ 
per governor, ftyled count, or guaftald. Thefe counts or 
guaftalds were at firft appointed and removed by the (Jukes 
at pleafure; but, in procefs of* time, it became cuftorsary 
not to remove them, unlefs convifted of treafon, and nso-' 
to transfer the counties to other families till their mine line 
was extindt: this was tne Origin of counts and counties 
in that part of Italy. The difference between them was, 
that the latter governed during picture, and the former 
were never removed unlefs guilty of trealbn; hence the title 


of count denoted dignity, and that of guaftald only office. 

' The other two great dulfcdjms of Spoleto and Friuli were 
far inferior, both in power and extent? to that of Bene¬ 
vento. The former comprehended art Umbria, in which 
were many cities of great extent, and the latter included all 
Friuli and the greater part of ^fjria. The-dukedom of Na- W/Air- 
pies, which continued fubjeft to the emperors of the Eaft. 
extended toward the .weft as far as Cuma, comprehtndmg 
“withb its limits the Hlands of Ifchia, Nifita, andProvida, 
with the maritime towns of Pozzuolo, Baia, and Mifenos^wt, 
-towards the fptfth, Caftellamare, Sorrento, Amalfi, alia 
the Hbmd of Caprea, were comprifed in it; towards the eaft 
«tdr»fftbfts limits Wert much cotlfbfcdi the dUfedobof 
Senerenttf extending ataioft to the yerygates^of the «ty. 

W# eitiw of tha dukedom were governed by 
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L - !t?Tl^ erC W** * 11ed «««.; but 
Wfcrt net, ^ m tfe dukddom of Reneyento, feudatories- 

t|?y only gowned daring-the pleafure of the duke ; fo that 
Upon a fpoufig with this Lombard guaftalds. 
_J" e du ^ e appointed^and removed at pleafure by the 
^EP eron fb fi ^ke Of Maples was likewifeftyled magifter 
5 « Ut how * itIe of conful came to be 
tal had the curioflt y t0 enquire. 
S l | 8 i| e du y dom °* ^ples, the emperors of the Eafl 
, gWW Clt,es an C» en ‘ Calabria, and in the coun- 
• Rf 0 / the Brutii, now jtnown by the name of Farther Ca- 
btbna In ancteniCalabriJ they held the cities of Gallipoli 
and Otrantp; and ip farther Calabria, ReggioJCerace 
Santa Severma, Protone, and bef.des thefe, ^he &o citf’es 

r“r A f n ?° 1 , 1 ’ , with ‘be promontory now galled 
Capo di Lfcofa-r* tfedukedpras of Gaeta and Amalfi All 
Hiefe cities were^ipmaditfely governed by their reaores. 
Who were appointed and remove*! by the patrician, as he is, 
ftyled, or governor, of Sicily, for to him were fubjeft, at ‘ 

^? S . V m 5’. aI1 t " c P ]RC t e J> the dukedom of Naples excepted, 
Which the emperors ft.ll reta.ned in Italy : Hence they are 

rh'“^? C r/v^ nft r ant ' Iie Pof pbyrogenitus under the 
themaof Stefiy (W) In more ancient times, only the Far¬ 
ther Calabria was fubjeft to the patrician of Sicily; but the 
cities which the emperors poffefled in that part of Italy, be- 
b’iL^-’duced to a very fmallanumber, they were all put un- 
4 er ?. e g° ver , nme nt of the patrician, who was fent from 
Copftfcntinppie to govern Sicily, as is evident from the the- 
piata Of Cpnftaritine Porphyrqgenftus *, and likewife from 
prje of pdpfe Adrian’s letter* to Charlemagne, wherein he 
complains, of *he Beneventan Lombards for taking from 
SSg °f ^. acfa * and reftoring it to the patrician of 

Sicily. Gam belonged to the emperor, and was under the 
governm^u of that patrician j, Cbarlestookit from the em- 
fieror, and gave. tUo the ppptr 5 the Lombards of Beneveuto 
.•* 9 $ •*».$» rtRoaed it to its lawfnl.owner * and on that 
sr^caHed by the pope a tnofi wicked people •- 
Defidemis being, taken captive, and Pavia reducedT all 
the.other cities fubmittecP?to Charles, who claiming the 
Lombardis by right# c&queft, caufedhjm- 
ielf <0 he crowned king of iippibardyi with an iron crown, 

W,/ fie Kalb, Do cat. Benevent. p. ya. * Conft. 

'^^nSTdl^i ‘Adm^ep.toiii.PeUeaninFin* 

'■ NoWd wwoowbad 4 «hi< 2 i, which had their 
->=; ifatrieular eoscraora. weiei&tuv- 


Chernaia. 
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perform a vow, and vifit the holy places ; which was granted 
by the pope, afte* they had both fworn upon the body of 
the apoftle, that they defigned no harni or injury tp each 
other. The day following, beingjhe fertivaf of Eafter. the Hcnovrt 
king made a folemn tyitry into the city, attended by the no- 10 
i>ility, clergy, and Roman jfeoplefwho accomjJbnied him to < "- s * w * 
the church of St Mary ad Prxfepe, whence, after divjag 
fervice, he went to the Latevan, and dined with Adrian.^^ 

When the rejoicings, feaftings, and congratulations were 
over, Adrian came to the principal point, requiring Charles 
to confirm the donatitm which his father Pepin had made 
to the church of Rome. Charfcj ififtantly complied with Umifirmi 
the popeis requell:; and having ordered Itcrtus, his fecretary, thtdona. 
toadrawoup a new inftrument, he figrted*it himfelf, caufed °f 
it to be figned by the abbots, bfthops, a*nd»other great men, '*” n ‘ 
who had attended him to Rome, and, with his gwn hand, 
fays Leo Oftienfis, laid it on the altar of St. Peter. 

Charles, having thus fatisfied*hi^ own cuiiofitv^ and the Khar Iti tt- 
defires of the pope, after iPreiidence of eight days in Rome, tunmo tkt 
returned to the camp before Pavia; which «ity he was re- 
folved, at all events, to reduce, certain that if Defiderius re- Pav,a ’ 
mained mafter of it, be might eafily recover all the reft. 

The fame motive that induced Charles to exert his utmoft 
endeavours in the reduction of the place, animated the king 
of the Lombards to defend it with all his power. Charles, 
finding bis men conftantly repiSlfed in their repeated attacks, 
and defpairing of being able tolarry it by force, refolv^l-to 
reduce it by famine. Accordingly be fecured all the pallia 
and avenues; fo that nothing could poffibly be coAieyetJ 
into the city, which was,- in*a fhort time, reduced to the 
utmoft extremity. Defiderius, however, (till held out for y r . 0 f fj, 
a cotrfideiable time ; but a violent plague beginning to rage 3 i«. 
within the walls, and carrying off daily great numbers both A. D. 774 . 
of the garrifon and inhabitants, the unhappy prince, not 
able to contend with fo manyjenemies at once, was obliged 
to furrender the place, and deliver up himfelf, jvith his wife j tt nr, and 
and children, to Charles, who fent tRem all to France, the end of 
where they ended their days; in whaf manner we cannot 
explain, as they were never afterwards h#ard of. Thus 
eroded tbe kingdom of th« Lombards in Italy, after tbejr^ 
had po (lifted that country two hundred and fix years. sThcy 
Were at firft a cruel and barharons nation; but diverting 
themfelves by degrees of their native feroeky and barbarity^ 
efoecfeily after they had embraced the Chnftian region? 

*hiy governed with fucb equity and m.Wnefs, that moft 
Other nations envied the happtttefs of thofe who lived node* 

Shew admimiftrarion. _ - . 
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..-A* they had no other kingdom, nor dominions, Italy be¬ 
came their own country; whence the strives efteemed 
their lyings as their'natural princes, not thinking themfelves 
governed, much left keptjn flaverjr, by a foreign nation, as 
it happened to them afterwards, when, by frequent changes, 

. they groaned binder the btf&vy yfike, fometimes of one na-* 
'I’kjjn, and fometimes of another. Under the .government of 
the^Lombards, fays Paulus Biaconus, no violence was 
committed, no one unjjiftly difpofleffed of his property, 
none oppreffed with taxes; theft, robberies, murder, and 
adultery. Were feldom heard of; evetty one went, without 
the Jeaft apprehenfion of (ganger, whither he pleafed : and 
indeed their marfy wholefome laws, reftraining u artd fe- 
verely punifhing %11» forts of crimes; the magnificent 
churches, and riefis monafte^ies,‘with which they filled that 
part ef Italy which was fubjeft to them ; the many bishop- 
ricks which they eredted; the towns and cities which they 
neither built, or repaired’, its moft provinces of Italy; their 
generality even to the bilhop of Rome, their avowed enemy; 
and, finally, tfce great number o^f perfons among them, 
whofe fandtity and eminent virtues have &en acknowleged 
hy the.popes .themfelves, mail convince every impartial 
nr Lett- reader, that the Lombards Were not fuch a favage, barba- 
tuf d " rous > anc * inhuman nation, as they are deferibed by fome of 
wfoerfidbv *he popes, efpecially by Adrian, the chief author of the 
the pope* y ru»n of their kingdom. They were the only power in Italy 
capable of defeating the anfoitious views of the bilhops of 
sftome, whom they would not fuffer to enrich themfelves 
with tfee fpoils of the emperors, but confidered them as 
their own by right of conqueft; Snd .hence arofe the inve¬ 
terate hatred which the popes bore them, and could not 
help betraying in all their writings. But their laws are 
convincing proofs of their juftice, humanity; and wifdpm, 
and, at the fame time, a full confutation of the many ca¬ 
lumnies, with which the popes*, and their partifans, have 
endeavoured t to tdperfe them." Their laws were found fo. 
raft and equitable; that they were retained in Italy, and ob-, 
ferved feme ages after their kingdom was at an end. 
..fhr£itfy tf %fore ws difpnS this fubjefl, it may not be improper to 
kite giwe the reader a fuccindk account of the ftate of Italy at the 
.*)**«£. %imc JDharlemagne, hy the - captivity of Defiderius, put a 
period to'the kingdom of the Lombards, and of the new 
form,of government introduced by tbe conqueror.. Italy 
S»as''«t that time divided, as it were, into four Hates., go- 
a^med by. the ^Venetians, the Lombards, the popes, and 
The Venetians, by their trade tft 
: confidetable, and haying a 
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by the hands of the archbifhop of Milan, at a place called 
Modoftia, about miles from that city. F 
The peremony of the coronation being over , Charles, 
now king of Italy, thought it neaflary to fettle the govern! R.1? 
merit and polity of ffls new kingdom ; for which pufpofe v ’* ,r * 
^he refolved to go to Roma* anchadvife with Adrian, ihc W**. 
pope, having notice of his defign, aflembled fifty bifirox^^fT!* 
and a great number of abbots, and other dignitaries, in after up,»him. 
to confult with them, what hjnoursCought to be paid to fo 
great a prince, whofe father and grandfgther, as well as 
himfelf, had deferv^d fo much of the Homan church. 

After feveral confutations, it was unanimoufly agreed, that 
he fliou^l be made a Roman patTician ; that throughout the 
provinces he Ihould inftitute all bifeops ambarchbilhops, 
who were not to be confecraud, unlefs *nftituted by him ; 
and that he fhould appoint the bilhop of Rome, and be de¬ 
clared protector of the apoftolic lee. Charles? upon his 
arrival atRome, was received hjr the pope, and the Roman, 
people, with the greateft jnarks of refpedl and eftfcem, and' 
the honours we have mentioned were, with the unanimous 
confent of all. Conferred upon him. The nomination of 
the bilhop of Rome was granted to him, for preventing the 
tumults that, to the great fcandal of all,good Chriftiaift, 
began to arife among the people and clergy, on occafion of 
thole elections, no one having any power or authority to 
reftrain them ; but this right*Charle3 ufed with great mo¬ 
deration, and after fome time remitted it to the clerg^ and 
people. The dignity of patrician was, at that time, tljp 
firfi: in the whole empire, and the right of confecting it 
belonged to the emperor*; byt his authority being now ex- 
tiruR in Italy, the pope arrogated to himfelf that, as well 
as be did, by degrees, all the other imperial honours and 
ornaments. Charles, extremely well’ plcafed with the re¬ 
ception he found atJlome, continued fome time in that me¬ 
tropolis, confuting with pope about the manner of 
fettling the affairs of Italy; ^nd then aMurned to Pavia, 
where he declared, that' Ke intended t® maintain tbe fame He reiaim 
farm of government -which had beem Introduced by the the fame 
Lombard princes his predecedors. Accordingly, he allowed 
every one full liberty to live^Jnder the fame-Roman or 
Lombard laws, to which, they had been-uccuftomctj; bus 
to the latter he added, as Icing of tbe Lombards, fomeof 
his own. . He did not difturb the emperors in the poffc&onj 
of the dnkedonTef Naples, and of the other places arbwlT 
-they Hill held in Italy. 

j&a jpx the thtec famous dukedoms of Frndi, Spoleto, 
and Benevento, be allowed thofe dukes the fame fowa f 
and authority which thdf bad anjt^ed under the Lombard ^^ 




iiag*, «®air«g only, jftaHas they bad bcc&fubjeft to thefe 
princes, they foouid aoknbwlege him for. their fovereigri. 
rbq exarchate, the Pentapolis, and the dukedom trf Rome, 
be ceded to the'pojie j. b%retained the fovereignty tohim- 
The other province*, which w^have mentioned, he 
kept as the Wngdom pf^&ombafdy b * He continued the, 
(N^r dukes in their poffeflions, contenting himfeIF with the 
oanw of allegiance, which he obliged them, as well as the 
greater dukes, to take innualjy to him. The oath was con¬ 
ceived in 0 the following terms: “ I promife, without fraud 
or deceit, to be ^faithful to my foveroign Charles, and his 
fobs, as long as I live ; «and,J fwear, by.tbefe holy gofpels, 
that I will be faithful to h!m, as a vafl'al to his lor^and fo- 
vereignj neither wiUrl divulge any thing which, virtue 
of my allegiance,die l lhall commit to me.” The dukedoms 
he never transferred from one family to another, but when 
the dukes-broke this oath, or died without iffiie male. This 
tranflation from one to another was called inveftiture; and 
hence it fcatne, that fiefs were npt granted hut by invefti¬ 
ture, as was afterwards obferved with refpeft to other vaf- 
fals and feudatories, fuch as counts, captains, and valva- 
fours, the model of whofe fervices and tenures was after- 
Wards perfeSed by the princes of Germany. 

Uagifiratis The limits of the kingdom and the towns Charles com- 
mitted to the care of counts, who were vefted with great 
“* authority.. Thefe limits or borders were called march*, or 
marches j whence thofe, Who had the fuperintendency of 
$em, were ftyled counts of the marches, and marquifes; 
and hgnee the title, of marquis had its rile. Thefe were 
the ordinary magiftrates appointed by Charles for the go¬ 
vernment of the cities, and the limits of the kingdom; but 
he fometimes appointed extraordinary magiftrates, or com- 
miffaries, who had greater authority than the counts, and 
wdre called mifli. It was their province to part and diftin- 
guife the limits of each city* w&ich, under the Lombards, 
were greatly^onfufed j hencdaiofe frequent difputes among 
the neighbouring trities about their boundaries; but the 
xaiffi afugae' -to each city its extent of territory, and in ge¬ 
neral following nature, appointed mountains, rivers, brooks, 
valleys, -ntdotner perpetual” and lafting limits to ferve for 
tmWfyeSi that time might not alter and confound them. He 
likewrie abhgee the cities tp take an oath of allegiance to 
.hia^fianAiimpOfed ttpwi them, as well as upon the fiefs, 
yggfo* y\afatrckesi aml.iatftaftericsa a kind of tiiaa called fode- 
fr-.. aadpu^cmasicum* toheuaid to him, efpe- 
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•wards geoeroufly remitted for himfeif and bis fac'ceffors. 

That Italy mightwetain at leaft fome fhadow of liberty, as 
often as he returned thither, he convenld a general affem- 
bly of all the bifhops, abbots, af^pbarofcs of-the kingdom, 
in order to fettle the public affairs of importance. *Tbe 
.Lombards had but one ftatS, comf «jfed of barolls and judges; 
but the French, in the time of Charlemagne, had t^d^' 
confiding of the ecclefiaftfcs and nobility: Charles added 
likewife in Italy, after the manner of France, the order of 
the eccleliaftics to that of the barons or nobility. , 

The affairs of Italy*being thus fettled, Charles, leavings 
ftrong garrifon in Pavia, returned to France in the year 7745 
but he \jas fcarce departed, when the Lombard dukes, thofe 
ejpecialjy of Friuli, Spoleto, and Bsnd^ento* fcorning to 
live fubject to a foreign prints:, refolvetS to ihake off the 
yoke* and make themfelves abfolute in their refpetlive duke¬ 
doms. While Charles, therefore, was engaged in a war ThtJuh 
with the Saxons, Rodgand, dul* of Friuli, feizing that op- # of Friuli 
portunity, renounced his^llegiance, and caufed Bimfdf to ’’ivths j 
be acknowleged fovereign in bis dukedom; but Charles, who 
had already put In end to the Saxon war, by the reduftion 
of that country, was no fooner informed cjf the revolt of 
Rodgand, which, he apprehended, might prove of danger¬ 
ous confequence, if it was not timely fuppreffed, than he 
haftened into Alface, from whence he marched, in the depth 
of winter, with a powerful Stray, crofs the Alps, and en- . 
tered the dukedom of Friuli. * Rodgand met him with all & ut " <*- 
the forces he could raife 5 but, in the engagement that egr pjjj* t0 ’ 
fued, he was totally defeated, taken prifoner, and foo* after 
publicly beheaded. Chafles slid not appoint another duke, 
but adding the cities, of whi'ch this dukedom was compofed, 
to his kingdom, appointed counts to govern them in the 
fame manner as the other cities of fiis kingdom were go¬ 
verned. Thus ended the dukedom of Friuli, the firft that That into* 
was ereffced under Alboinjss, and likewife the firfl that was ° m ,n ‘ 
fuppreffed by Charlemagne. "Hildebrand duke of Spoleto, 
who had likewife revolted, upon the ntfws of the defeat and 
death of Rodgand, voluntarily fubmittefli, and was again re¬ 
ceived into favour by Charles. . , 

At this time Arechis, who bla married Adelperga, daugh¬ 
ter to Defiderius, the # laft king of the Lombards, waj duktf 
of Benevento; but he! waiting a more favoqyable opportu¬ 
nity of ihaking off the yoke, continued quiet till Charles, 
after having appointed Pepin, his eldeft fbn, kmg pblt^tyT 
in 781, had returned to France, and was engagedsn other 
w*rs, : Then Are*i!|, difdaining to 
foreign prince, and trulUng t« |s own ^ > fi ^ 
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s&e Hfim if ty-Lombards 

• °/ (“**«&«> not oniy'revoiltcd, but, laving afide 

tne title of duke, affumed that of prince, oaufing Kimfelf to 
; Wanted and croWneAwMx great folemnity,as king, hy 
h,s kOiops, arm dating ffoccforth all his writs and dip id 
ma$ _ from our moll facred palace,” According to the ftvle 
, of other prjuoes and fovefwgns. 'His irnags, crowned, was 
' ^up m all the churches of his dominions: he coined' 
- what alterationsfne thought proper both in 

a y d and military aflatfs, without confuting either Charles 
or ffepm * and <tyen enacted feveral laws, for his Capitu- 
have reached pur times; and innhe manufcript code 
lodged in the monaftery of .Cava, among the edicts of the 
Lombard kings, Hr tp be found ope of this prince, contain- 
apg fevemeero chaptero. His example was followed by the 

' a « pr J ,n , C ?i lfS fifl “ eir ° rs > rcame, y. by Adeichis, Sicardus, 
Wd aadelchifus, as appears from their Capitularia puhlilh- 
pd% Camihl Pellegrino *. Thus, to the laws of the Lom- 
^WWdtinM/«?ere added rhofe x»f the princes T Benevento. 
Cnafles, finding that his fan Pepin was not able to reduce 
the BeneventanTombards, returned in 78 6, with a power¬ 
ful army, into Italy, being then, difengaged from other 
• w * rs '» ^utArephis fuing for peace, Charles granted him it 
upon the fallowing terms: that he flbould pay to Pepin a 
ysarfjr tribute; .that he fliould deliver up his treafure, and 
wuh it his Cob Gnmoald, and his daughter Adelgifa, by 
wa^ of hpftages. HfS peace being thus concluded, Charles 
WUmtcd to Prance, leaying Arpchis in poffeflion of the prin- 
emahty of. Benevento, which, was held by him, with th« 
title oft prince* as it was by bis fucceffors, who greatly en- 
i r ’> liB 2 cruel war being ifindled in the bowels of 
yi«y ?otmtry between Sicamrfphusiand Radelcbifus, two 
competitors (hr the principality, the one invited the Sars- 
Africa, and the other thofe of Spain, to their af- 
^ h £ ?* ?ftcr a nwlv . e F ars completed the ruin 
®f they were-obliged to havc/ecoarfe to Lewis 

flwd-ack&owJege him for their fovereign, 
fe bj^^ yid^tbo provinacfi of Benevento between the two 
*two principajitics were made 
fy Beneyento was allotted to i^dtlchifus; 

.feona its haetropolis the principality of 

WfUftt*'' Aresh* Priab/p. -idj/ftt. jOib Ifift; 
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